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Call to Worship

I look to you, heaven-dwelling God,
    	look up to you for help.
Like servants, alert to their master’s commands,
  	like a maiden attending her lady,
We’re watching and waiting, holding our breath,
 	awaiting your word of mercy.

So, sisters and brothers, we come to worship today
watching for the signs of God,
waiting for his presence with us,
holding our breath at the wonders of his word,
and giving thanks for his tender mercies when we need it most.

Words from Psalm 123 (MSG Translation)
Let us pray:

Ever present God
when we reach out to you, we realise you have never abandoned us.
You are always there for us, and it is us that have abandoned you.
As we ask for your help in this time of worship
show us signs of your presence,
helping us to stay loyal to you and your son
through whom we pray, Amen

Prayers of Adoration, Confession and Words of Assurance

We lift up our praises to you, O God
as you have been the great provider
giving us this creation as a home,
supplying us with the means to survive and grow,
protecting us from others who mean us harm,
and saving us from ourselves.
You stayed with us when we abandoned you;
You sent your only son when we lived in darkness
You committed the ultimate act of love when we didn’t even deserve it.
For this we give thanks and praise your holy name.

But Lord, we fail you in so many ways
We continue to turn our backs on you,
even though you never turn your back on us.
We covet false Gods and worship the emptiness.
We fail to follow your word and do what you would want us to do.
Some take your word and spread it ten-fold.
Some take your teachings and multiply it four-fold.
And we accept your love and forgiveness and bury it away
handing it back when we think it is safe to do so.
Lord forgive us.
Hanging on to all that you give us seems to be the right choice.
We forget others who don’t know you.
We underestimate our own talents to show who you are,
and we fail to take the risks that come with love.
Forgive us our fears and weaknesses,
help us to reach out and grow your kingdom,
and to risk all in doing so.
We ask this through your son Jesus Christ
whose love for us is so immense it cannot be counted. Amen

Words of Assurance

As the Sower sowed the seed extravagantly,
and just as the mustard seed was in potency,
God’s forgiveness is far more than we need
as seen in the birth of his son,
as seen on the Cross,
and as seen in the empty tomb.
We are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

Words of Illumination

Living God
we ask that your Holy Spirit descend on us now,
to shine light on your word and in our hearts.
May we have ears to hear and wisdom to discern,
through Jesus Christ, Amen




All Age Activity

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zvgb2sg

Discuss what the young people did on the webpage above, or use someone you know who is equally inspiring in their own way. Ask yourselves what would have happened if they had not done the things that they had done.

It is easy to stay silent, or to say, “I don’t know”. It is simpler to just bury our heads and leave things to others. It is easier to stay out of the spotlight and not use what gifts God has given us.

But God doesn’t want us to do that. God wants us to make a difference, to make the world a better place, and sometimes that means we have to do things that are uncomfortable, unfamiliar and sometimes a bit risky. Sometimes we have to overcome our fear to help God in his mission in the world.

Readings

Judges 4:1-7, 12-16 |  St Matthew 25:14-30

Sermon Notes

Judges 4:1-7, 12-16

There is an alternative reading for this Sunday which is from Zephaniah, which would bypass all the difficult names of people and places and make life easier for the reader in church. But as Judges only appears once every three years and because of the strong female character of Deborah, it is a shame to overlook this, so well done to whoever reads this in your church this Sunday! Like Ronseal, Judges is exactly what it says in the title, a book about Judges. Twelve of them to be exact, who are in place for God, to help the nation of Israel as it continues its cycle of breaking covenants with God, getting into trouble in terms of invading forces and then crying out for help to God, who they had abandoned. One of these Judges is Deborah, who holds court under a palm tree named after her. She isn’t just a judge but a prophet, a warrior, and a mother. She and Jael, another strong female who we don’t read about but is only a few verses more along, help bring about liberation from oppression which lasts for forty years, until the cycle continues and the people abandon God again. If using this reading to aid the construction of a sermon, one angle would be to look at what God looks like, compared to what we want God to look like. Do we turn our backs on God as individuals and communities to worship things that others elsewhere do and make them happy?  Of course, this links with God’s unfailing, ever giving grace. The breaking of the covenant from our side of things, is never mirrored by God who always keeps his side and will reach out when he hears the cries of his people.  Avoid any political “God is against our enemies” rhetoric, and stick with God’s forgiveness and mercy!

Matthew 25:14-30

We have left the question in Judges of “What do we want our God to look like?” and how the people of Israel seek out a God that their neighbours find joy in, and move on to the parable Jesus tells us, which raises the question, “What do we think our God looks like?” This isn’t a question of appearance, but of personality and character. The servant given the bag of gold says to his master - “I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed.” If we presume, as most would, that the master is God and some of us are the servant, then we can follow up that question with another - “Do we have preconceived ideas about who God is or what God is all about?” And “Do we get the God that we create in our own head?” which would fit in nicely with the Judges text and the fact that God doesn’t change but our choices do! Both texts make the reader feel uncomfortable, as they seem to promote an aggressive God, one who takes sides and appears demanding. So let us flip this text on its head, in our postmodern world. After all we are promised an upside kingdom, so let us make ourselves the centre of this parable and God as the three investors. How much do we give God, and how much do we expect back? How much of our time, resources, dedication, talents(!) do we give God through being part of worship, being on a committee or part of governance. And then, how much do we get back? How much do we expect back? Do we expect preferential treatment? Exemption from illness? Prayers answered first? A smooth passage through life? And if we don’t give that much to church and to God and then feel like we don’t get much in return, how upset do we get? How angry does that make us? (By the way, there is no reward system, God’s love is universal, God’s giving is unconditional. Just checking!!) But our emotions and our expectations forget this fact sometimes and we feel unfairly treated. It is always useful to hold a mirror up to ourselves before we start to judge God and any text about God.

Prayers of Intercession

Loving Lord
we come to you this morning with all our worries and concerns,
for ourselves, our friends, our neighbours, and the world at large.

Lord, we pray for all those who live in countries affected by war or unrest. 
We think of those caught up in gang violence and the consequences of crime. 
Those who see no other way but to fight, 
and those who are victims of aggression of all kinds.

[Silence]

Lord, we pray for those who have been affected by climate change and natural disasters, from drought to flood, from earthquakes to landslides.  We think of those who have lost their homes and their work, those who cannot find family and those who have to move to survive.

[Silence]

Lord, we pray for all those who are in positions of power, heads of state, government officials,  local councillors and decision makers. May they make decisions based on the value of people and not the value of coins, and may they come to lean on You, O Lord, to find wisdom in their choices.

[Silence]

Lord, we pray for the people of our communities. Those that work at the sharp end of life, the police officers and ambulance staff. We think of our local health care professionals and the local carers that look after all that cannot look after themselves anymore. We think of the volunteers, all those who do the silent, unnoticed but necessary jobs in our communities and often go without thanks.

[Silence]

Lord, we pray for our family and friends, those who have visited the doctors and the hospitals lately and not received the news they were hoping for. We think of our church family and the small core of people who are relied upon to keep things going. We pray that others will hear your call Lord and their cry, coming forward to serve as they do.

[Silence]

And we pray for ourselves, for the jobs and tasks we have ahead of us. For the necessary trips and the people that rely on us. For our health and our ability to do what you would want us to do.

[Silence]

Lord, we pray all of this in the name of Jesus, the one who led, served and suffered more than any of us and sacrificed himself for our sakes. Amen


The Offertory

As we are given to when we cry for help
we bring our gifts here today for those who also cry out.
May they not be buried but multiplied five-fold
and used to aid your mission on earth.
less our gifts we ask, through Jesus Christ Amen.

Blessing

As we leave this time of worship
may we be blessed this week in all that we do, 
and may we pass that blessing on to all that we meet. 
With the knowledge of God's presence
the abundance of Christ's love
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, Amen



	Hymn Suggestions

	
	R&S
	CH4
	StF
	MP

	Praise to the God who clears the way
	
	
	183
	

	Behold the servant of the Lord
	
	
	546
	

	I will offer up my life
	
	503
	446
	990

	Take my life and let it be
	371
	502
	566
	624

	Ye servants of God
	293
	130
	340
	784

	Lord we turn to you for mercy
	
	
	429
	

	O worship the King
	47
	127
	113
	528

	Giving it all to you
	
	
	551
	

	Come let us anew our journey pursue
	
	
	460
	

	Immortal Invisible God Only Wise
	67
	132
	55
	327

	O God Our Help In Ages Past
	705
	161
	132
	498


RS – Rejoice & Sing | CH4 – Church Hymnary 4 | StF – Singing the Faith | MP – Mission Praise
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