URC Daily Devotion Interfaith focus: Kevin Snyman
Luke 10:25–37 
Then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ Jesus asked him, ‘What is written in the law? What do you read there?’ He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.’ And he said to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.’ But wanting to justify himself, the lawyer asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise, a Priest, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’
Galatians 3:26–29 
For in Christ Jesus, you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.
Reflection
Imagine you are that teacher of the law questioning Jesus. Picture yourself in your own congregation, sitting among familiar faces. You are a faithful Christian, well-acquainted with the Bible, secure in your theological conviction, and comfortable in your language of faith. When Jesus asks for the heart of the issue, you know the answer: love God, love neighbour. You feel confident, even righteous. But Jesus then asks a question that subtly shifts the ground from beneath you. Jesus, you see, is not testing your knowledge. Jesus is testing your heart. 
The story Jesus tells may be oh-so familiar after years of hearing it. But it really upends everything we know. We can see that the ministers and the elders, all the respected Christian leaders who are insiders like you and me, we are the ones who deliberately cross to the other side. We have sermons to prepare and vital church committees to attend. But the one who stops? A Muslim, a Jew, a Sikh – someone whose religious community you know very little about. Their worship is foreign, their scriptures opaque. Their very presence might make me ever so slightly uneasy. This outsider, this “other,” is the one who kneels in the dirt. She binds the wounds. She pays the price for a stranger’s well-being. In that moment, my neighbour is not the person who shares my doctrine, but the person who shows mercy no matter their faith or none.
Paul’s words to the Galatians echo a similar, disruptive truth. In Christ, the walls that we set up to divide humanity are torn down: ethnicity, religion, social status, or gender. The community of faith is not a private club. It is rather a new humanity where old enmities lose their power. Paul does not erase difference; but he is adamant that he differences do no longer determine one’s worth or belonging. To be clothed with Christ is to be enlisted in a mission of reconciliation and justice, and this mission refuses to give any credence to cultural, political, social, or economic borders.
So then, who are the Samaritans in our world? Who are the ones we have been taught to avoid, the ones whose faith looks different, whose traditions feel foreign, whose prayers sound unfamiliar? The love of God does not stay safely within the walls of our own community. It reaches out, crosses boundaries, and finds neighbours in unexpected places.
The ancient wisdom of the Upanishads speaks to this same radical vision of unity: “He who sees all beings in the Self, and the Self in all beings, hates none.” This is not a call to dilute our own convictions, but to recognise that the divine presence is not confined to our own tribe. When we encounter the other, we are not meeting a stranger. We are meeting a bearer of the same sacred light that is ours by grace, a child of the same Logos, Source, or Ultimate Reality. To hate or dismiss them is to deny the image of God in them, and in ourselves.
Interfaith engagement is not a polite accommodation; it is a spiritual discipline. It requires us to listen, to learn, and to love across the lines that fear and history have drawn. It asks us to see, as the Samaritan did, that mercy is more important than purity, and that compassion is the truest expression of faith. When we reach beyond our own community in love, empathy, and justice, we are not abandoning our own tradition: we are living it out more fully. We are becoming, as Paul writes, heirs of the promise, part of a family that transcends every human division.
May we have the courage to cross the road, to bind up wounds, and to recognise the face of God in every neighbour, especially those we have been taught to see as strangers.
Prayer
God of all peoples, you are beyond every name and yet known in every heart. Forgive us for the walls we have built, the fears we have cherished, and the neighbours we have ignored. Open our eyes to see your image in those who are different from us. Open our ears to hear your voice in prayers we do not know. Open our hands to serve without counting the cost. Clothe us with Christ, that we may live as one family, heirs of your promise, agents of your peace. Amen.


