
Why should my congregation 
undertake ongoing research 
about your neighbourhood? 

Vicky Longbone
CRCW, Derby A2C



1. It gives us an understanding of the demographics of 

an area

2. It identifies any issues within the community

3. It highlights the areas of need

4. It identifies services already available in the area

5. It is an opportunity to build relationships with 

individuals

6. It is an opportunity to network and build partnerships 

with other organisations



What process
should we follow?



1 – Get to know your church
2 – Get to know your community
3 – Find out what’s already available
4 – What do the statistics say?
5 – Devise a basic plan
6 – Check it’s what people want and need



Using Data to develop your 
understanding

Mike Hart
Transformation Director NW Synod



Church Urban Fund Look-Up Tool

• Simple and accessible online starting point
• Based on Anglican Parishes
• Profile of who lives in the parish

• Poverty, Life Expectancy, Demograhics

• Issues: Social Housing, Lack of Qualifications, Isolation

Free to use, register at Look Up Tool - CUF

https://cuf.org.uk/ShineALight
https://cuf.org.uk/ShineALight
https://cuf.org.uk/ShineALight










Movement for Recovery: Mapping

• Mapping of local Faith Based Social Action Provision
• Covers range of provision

• food 
• mental health support, 
• family support, 
• homelessness,

• Provided by the Gather Movement  
• Builds relationships between Faith, Civic and Health Groups
• Increases visibility of Health based Social Action
• More Information at Movement for Recovery | Gather Movement

https://gathermovement.org/mfr/








Externally Provided Community Audit

A Conversation with 
David Hey Church Secretary,
Albion URC Ashton-Under-Lyne
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