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Call to Worship 

The Lord says: Return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, 
and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord… 
For God is gracious and merciful.

Call a solemn assembly; gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children. Return to the Lord… 
For God is gracious and merciful.

Spare your people, O Lord, and do not make Your heritage a mockery, 
a byword among the nations.  Return to the Lord… 
For God is gracious and merciful.
based on Joel 2:12-18
Prayer of Approach

Loving God, at the start of Lent, we come to You as we are.
We know that there are times when things go wrong.
Sometimes it is the small things; and there are the big things.
Yet, we know that we need not fear in coming to You,
because You are merciful and You surround us with Your steadfast love.
As we raise our voices in song, as we hear and respond to Your Word,
remake us in Your image and reflect Jesus in our lives.
Thanks be to You, our Saviour God. Amen.

Prayer of Illumination

Loving God, You spoke through the prophet Isaiah and said: 
“Grass withers and flowers fade away, 
when the Lord’s breath blows on them, 
but the word of our God will stand forever.” 
Open our hearts, minds and spirits, we pray. Amen.

Readings 

1 Samuel 11:27b-12:7a  |  Psalm 51:1-12

All Age Activity

Prayer of Confession

Listen for the Word of God in John’s First Letter: “If anyone does sin, we have someone who pleads with God on our behalf—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. And Christ is the means by which our sins are forgiven, and not only our sins, but also the sins of everyone.”
	
Silence 

Empty, broken, here we stand: touch us with Your healing hand.
Take our arrogance and pride: wash us in Your mercy’s tide.
Lord, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

When our faith has all but gone: give us the strength to carry on.
When our dreams have turned to dust: in you, O Lord, we put our trust.
Lord, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

When our hearts are cold as ice: Your love speaks of sacrifice.
Love that sets the captives free: pour compassion down on us.
Lord, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

You are the voice that calms our fears: You are the laughter that dries our tears.
You are our music, our refrain: help us sing Your song again.
Lord, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Humble heart of holiness: kiss us with Your tenderness.
Jesus, faithful friend and true: all we are, we give to You.
Lord, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

based on the song “Empty, Broken, Here I Stand” by Nick and Anita Haigh 
© 2000 Break of Day Music and ‘The Jesus Prayer’ – adapted Walt Johnson

Assurance of Pardon

Listen for the assurance of pardon, as found in Psalm 103: “As far as the East is from the West, so far does God remove our sins from us.”  Hear also the words of Jesus: “Your sins are forgiven.” Jesus also says to us: “Come, follow me.” Thanks be to God. Amen.

Prayers of Concern
[bookmark: _Hlk127365216]
At the bidding, “O Lord, hear our prayer”, please respond with, “And let our cry go unto You”. (Psalm 102:1)

Loving God, we pray for the brokenness in our world: especially we pray for those whose lives are torn apart by violence, war and disaster. We pray for leaders of governments and business that they might turn from narrow self-interest to global concern. We pray for the victims of crime and abuse. O Lord, hear our prayer…and let our cry go unto You.

Loving God, we pray for those who find themselves in desperate situations, not knowing where to turn. We pray for refugees and seekers of asylum. We pray for those in our own communities whose lives are in turmoil. We pray for those who provide support – practically, emotionally and financially. O Lord, hear our prayer…and let our cry go unto You.

Loving God, we pray for those whose strength is failing. We pray for those who are unwell, in body, mind or spirit. We pray for all those who work and serve in health and social care. In the silence of our hearts, we name those known to us in need:

Silence

O Lord, hear our prayer…and let our cry go unto You.

Loving God, we pray for the church throughout the world, and the church families of which we are apart. We pray for our United Reformed Church: we pray for the unity of the Body of Christ. We give thanks for Your faithfulness which never ends, and especially we pray for those who are taking the first steps in faith, and those who are forced to worship You in secret. O Lord, hear our prayer…and let our cry go unto You.

Gracious and merciful God, accept these prayers, for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ: who is alive and reigns with You – One God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. For You are our Creator, our Saviour, and our Giver of Life. Amen.

Blessing

We commit You to the grace of God who welcomes all.
We commit You to the mercy of God – 
those who have followed, and those who have failed.
We commit You to the protection of God – who ever was, and who is, 
and who will always be.
We commit You to the love of God, our Creator, 
who made us in all our diversity and loves each one of us deeply.
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to You.
May the Lord lift up the light of His smile upon you and give you peace. Amen.




	Hymn Suggestions

	
	RS
	CH4
	StF
	MP

	Forty Days and Forty Nights
	
	337
	236
	160

	Jesus Lover of My Soul
	332
	490
	355
	372

	Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
	360
	
	494
	

	Great God Your Love Has Called Us Here
	339
	484
	499
	

	Lord You Have Always Been Our Home
	
	54
	
	

	Father of Heaven Whose Love Profound
	
	483
	
	827

	Your Grace Is Enough
	
	
	
	1383

	O Lord The Clouds Are Gathering
	
	708
	
	509

	Make Me A Channel of  Your Peace
	629
	528
	707
	456

	or Lord Make Us Servants Of Your Peace
	
	527
	
	

	Before The Throne of God Above
	
	466
	
	975

	O God Be Gracious To Me In Your Love
	695
	40
	
	

	Just As I Am Without One Plea
	364
	553
	556
	396

	Jesus Remember Me
	
	775
	777
	

	Amazing Grace
	92
	555
	440
	31


RS – Rejoice & Sing | CH4 – Church Hymnary 4 | StF – Singing the Faith | MP – Mission Praise
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