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Call to Worship 

For a child has been born for us,  a son given to us;  authority rests upon his shoulders,  and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9.6 
Opening Prayer

Dear God,
we thank you for this Christmas Day. 
We gather here to remember your birth in this world as a child to a mother. 
We are here to reflect on your birth 
and its relevance to us and to the world in which we are living in. 
As we praise the baby Jesus 
and pray and meditate upon the humble beginnings of our saviour, 
accept our praises and prayers. 
We pray that by remembering your birth 
we continue to bring joy and peace to the people; 
hope and revival to the Church; 
love and justice to the world. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.  

Prayers of Approach, Confession and Absolution 

“I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” 
Luke 15:18
Let us examine ourselves in silence.

Silence
  
Let us humbly confess our sins to almighty God.

O God, we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed: 
we have not loved you with all our heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
Have mercy upon us, we beseech you; 
cleanse us from our sins; 
and help us to overcome our faults; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
May the almighty and merciful Lord 
grant unto us pardon and remission of all our sins, 
time for amendment of life, 
and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

From the liturgy of the Church of South India
A Prayer for Illumination 

Dear eternal teacher, 
as we prepare to mediate upon your Word, 
we pray and ask you to help us to listen your scriptures carefully, 
open our hearts to understand the biblical truths deeply 
and motivate us to being open to respond to your words faithfully. 
We ask these in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.   

Readings 
[bookmark: _Hlk210045293]
Isaiah 9:2-7  |  St Luke 2:1-14

All Age Activity

Jesus on David’s throne 
The leader can demonstrate by comparing Davids’ kingship with Jesus’ using following items informing them how God transformed the whole idea of kingship through Jesus and how the world received the eternal king Jesus Christ for everyone’s salvation 
David as King
1. Kings dress                             
2. Sword 
3. Crown
4. Horse picture/toy
David was known for his might, power and rule
Jesus as Messiah  
5. Few ordinary clothes
6. Cows picture/toy 
7. Manger 
8. Any ordinary things like some food, toys and so on 
Jesus came as prince of peace who brought joy, peace to the earth. 
Question to children: 
What is important for you? Power and victory or Peace and Joy – Discuss. 
  Sermon Notes
David’s throne and God’s promise

In 1 Chronicles 17, God promises King David a dynasty that would endure forever. Around 400 years later, Babylon conquered Jerusalem and removed the last king of David's line. The people wondered if God had broken his promise. Then, after many years, Jesus Christ was born, whose throne and reign would be forever. Decades before Jesus’ birth, David was born in Bethlehem and was shepherding his father’s sheep when he was selected as the king of Judah. He was anointed over King Saul. He was strong, ruthless to his enemies and he was obedient to God. He consolidated his grip across the country. He was a man of determination; he was the one who tried to solve every problem especially through might and by taking meticulous risk. But unfortunately, what once was appreciated by God as his strength led to his fall, his passion to save his sheep and people from the enemies through fight and solving problems through sword led to numerous bloodshed which displeased God. When he wanted to build a temple for God, God rejected his request citing that his hands were stained with blood. A man of war, victorious king and a glorious ruler rejected by God however King David is glorified in this world until today by the Israelites for the same reason, for his worldly victories, mighty warfare and strong rule. Though God is not pleased with the David’s kingdom of blood and war He kept His promise of sustaining the David’s throne.  Let’s look in the sermon how Jesus’s birth initiated a radical new beginning of the David’s throne. 

Prayers of intercession

Dear Lord, as we remember the birth of the baby Jesus, we pray for our children. 
Bless all our children with your wisdom, compassion and courage 
so that they would grow in you and praise you throughout their life 
by being with you and following you always. 
We pray for the children who are outside of the churches at large, 
both rich and poor from all over the world. 
God, protect all children and support us to care them compassionately.

Silence 

Dear Master, we pray for our Church and churches around the word, 
for our servants of God, the elders, 
many volunteers who passionately sustain this church 
through their hard work and commitment. 
We pray for all the people who visit this church. 
We thank you for the fellowship you have given us 
and for the church service, for the wonderful songs and music 
and the servants who helped us to reflect on your words today 
on remembering your birth from your scripture. 
Dear Lord continue to help our church to be the light of the world 
and the salt of the earth as we share your life-giving love in our everyday lives. 

Silence

Dear Saviour, we pray for our country, 
in this time of cost-of-living crisis help us to live with integrity 
and encourage us to live sensibly by loving our neighbours. 
Help us to remind that godliness with contentment is great gain. 
We pray for the poor people and sick people, 
people who lost their loved ones, 
people waiting for their treatments, 
people who cope with various pains, sorrows and loneliness. 
We pray for the displaced people, destitutes and migrants. 
Lord, lead them with your grace 
and inspire us to continue to care for the vulnerable and the voiceless 
in this challenging world. 

Silence

Dear Redeemer, we pray for people across the world 
who are suffering with various natural calamities and extreme weather. 
We pray for the multitude of people 
who have been immensely affected by various conflicts and wars; 
console the bereaving people 
and comfort the broken hearted 
as they recover and rebuild their lives. 
We especially remember the aged 
and the people at the margins in this time of severe weather, 
protect them and save all of us from the harm.

Silence

Let us submit all our prayer by saying the Lord’ s prayer, Our Father…

Offertory 

Missionary Amy Carmichael said, “One can give without loving, but one cannot love without giving”. Our Lord Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Let us share from our treasures to support God’s mission and offer ourselves to God to serve in God’s mission as a living offering

God of compassion and generosity,
thank you for all that you have given us. 
We now offer back to you something from we have received and our lives. 
Accept and use our humble offerings for your work and to your glory. Amen
Closing Prayer

Dear God, 
we thank you for this Christmas day worship. 
We learnt that you were born in a manger as a king of love, justice and simplicity. 
You were wrapped in cloths, 
celebrated your birth with the shepherds of Bethlehem. 
[bookmark: _Hlk210133556]We reaffirm once again the Godly intervention 
which proved that David’s throne and his kingdom 
can be established through God’s son our Lord Jesus Christ 
without swords, blood and war. 
As followers of our saviour Jesus Christ, 
we commit ourselves once again to serve in God’s mission 
of building a reign of love, peace and justice. Amen. 

Blessing 

May the grace of the God who was incarnate, 
and the love of the Crucified Saviour, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all now and always.  Amen 

	Hymn Suggestions

	
	RS
	CH4
	StF
	MP

	Christians Awake, Salute the Happy Morn
	
	
	195
	80

	Who Would Think That What Was Needed
	
	295
	222
	

	O Little Town of Bethlehem
	145
	304
	213
	503

	In The Bleak Mid Winter
	162
	305
	204
	337

	See Him Lying on a Bed of Straw
	151
	310
	216
	589

	Away in a Manger
	146
	312
	191
	47

	See In Yonder Manger Low
	157
	313
	215
	588

	Child in the Manger
	150
	314
	
	71

	Once in Royal David’s City
	167
	315
	214
	539

	Come and Join The Celebration
	166
	321
	196
	83

	Good Christians All Rejoice
	161
	322
	
	196


RS – Rejoice & Sing | CH4 – Church Hymnary 4 | StF – Singing the Faith | MP – Mission Praise

image1.jpeg
worshi
notes p/@

from the United Reformed Church




