Just Peace - Order of Service
This Order of Service is to help you, and your church spend time in collective worship, prayer and reflection with a focus on a just peace in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory. The content draws on the experiences of Palestinians who are disproportionately impacted by violence, oppression and poverty driven by decades of conflict and military occupation. 
We’ve designed this Order of Service to be flexible. You’re welcome to copy and paste elements you want to use in your worship. At the end of this document, you will find a range of prayers, prayer points and a suggestion for interactive intercessions.
We also suggest where you might like to use Christian Aid’s three Just Peace films (Palestinian Voices, Lord’s Prayer Just Peace Reflection, and Seeking a Just Peace). 
If you would like to do some background reading before your service, we recommend Christian Aid’s Just Peace booklet which you can find at caid.org.uk/justpeaceresource 


Introduction and welcome
Welcome your community in your own words/tradition.
The Psalmist calls us to ‘seek peace and pursue it’ (Psalm 31:14). That’s our invitation today as we spend time in worship, reflection and prayer for a just peace in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory.
Decades of violent conflict, displacement, and control of Palestinian lives by the Israeli government has resulted in deep inequality. Palestinian people are living in poverty with many reliant on aid to survive. The war in Gaza has plunged people into famine and intensified the humanitarian crisis for Palestinians across the Middle East. 
Only a just peace can bring equality and an end to poverty.
Today we will hear about the experiences of Palestinians in East Jerusalem, Haifa and Lebanon; and with them the voices of ordinary Christians here in the UK who are standing up for a just peace. 
As we gather, let us set our hearts towards the pursuit of a just peace for all.
Hymn or song
Call to worship
Gather in our hearts Lord,
bring peace through our words
Gather in our hearts Lord
bring peace through our listening
Gather in our hearts Lord
bring peace through our actions
Gather in our hearts Lord, 
bring peace through our silence
Gather in our hearts Lord,
bring peace through our lives

Opening prayer
God of love
As we come together today,
Give us expansive hearts to hold together all your people.

God of peace
As we draw near to you,
Set in our hearts the pursuit of a just peace.

God of restoration
As we look at your world
Give us courage to act for a just peace for all. 

Confession
God of mercy, you call us to turn from evil and do good, 
We confess that we have resisted your call.
We have let our eyes turn away from conflict, and met cries
For mercy with silence. 
Lord have mercy
Forgive us and help us

God of mercy, you call us to seek peace and pursue it,
We confess that we have lacked courage for this pursuit.
We have passed up opportunities to speak up for peace, 
Stayed silent when we should have cried out.
Lord have mercy
Forgive us and help us

God of mercy, you hold all those you have created together
We confess that we have given into divisions.
We have held neighbour against neighbour, 
and separated them in our hearts
Lord have mercy,
Forgive us and help us

Absolution
May the God of all peace and restoration
Draw you close and forgive your sins.
May the God of all peace and restoration
Bring you into the life and work of the Kingdom.
May the God of all peace and restoration
Call you to act justly and love mercy as you walk with him.
Amen

First reading: your lectionary reading, or you may wish to use Psalm 34
Hymn or song
Play film: Palestinian Voices
You can introduce or follow the film with the following points. This will help people prepare for or digest what they will hear/have heard. 
· The Israeli government’s occupation of the Palestinian territory has isolated and dispossessed Palestinians for decades. Whilst the lives of both Israelis and Palestinians have been shaped by collective loss, trauma and fear, the occupation means that millions of Palestinians live their lives under oppression and in poverty. The occupation includes the building of illegal Israeli settlements, the demolition of Palestinian homes, and the restriction of movement. It has caused poverty, insecurity and suffering for Palestinians. 
· Displacement, denial of human rights and military detention explored in this film are just three facets of the Palestinian experience.
· Today six million Palestinians are refugees across the world including those displaced within Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory. Displacement fractures communities and costs people their jobs making them vulnerable to poverty. 
· The military occupation of Gaza, the West Bank including East Jerusalem denies Palestinians the right to visit their families, get hospital treatment or simply travel to work. Day to day life is hemmed in and controlled. 
· Every year thousands of Palestinians are detained by the Israeli army, hundreds of them are children. The trauma leaves children struggling to rejoin their communities and their education, they are being robbed of their dreams for the future.
· There are no winners in the absence of a just peace. Both Palestinians and Israelis are hurt by ongoing violent conflict in the region. And yet, everyday courageous Palestinians and Israelis speak up for a just peace. 

Second reading: your lectionary reading, or you may wish to use James 3:13- 18
Sermon or talk
Alongside your usual practices of preparation for preaching you may wish to ask yourself these questions:
· Where does power lie between the people in this passage? How is power used?
· Are themes related to questions of justice and peace apparent in the passage? Can you see oppression/liberation, scarcity/abundance, conflict/peace/reconciliation?
· What connections can you see between this text and the stories shared in the Just Peace films?
	Dos and don’ts for preaching about Just Peace
Do use stories and eye-witness accounts to illustrate your sermon
Do use a reputable news site to check what the latest situation is
Do speak about God’s love for justice, and for people who are oppressed and marginalised
Do explain that the situation causes suffering to both Palestinians and Israelis, but disproportionately to Palestinians
Do highlight work by Palestinians and Israelis to build peace
 
Don’t feel you have to explain the background to the situation in detail 
Don’t forget that the Israel of the Bible and the modern-day state of Israel are not the same
Don’t speak about the actions and politics of the state of Israel as if they are the actions and politics of all Jewish people, or Jewish people in general
Don’t be afraid to share your own journey and feelings about this topic



Prayers of intercession
Below the order of service, you will find a range of prayers and prayer points to draw on for intercessions as well as a suggestion for creative intercessions/prayer stations.

Play Film - Lord’s Prayer - Just Peace Reflection: use the Just Peace Lord’s Prayer reflective film where you would usually pray the Lord’s Prayer. You may wish to share with people some information about the images they will see in the film. 
This film uses the Lord’s prayer in Arabic with English subtitles interspersed with audio clips from Palestinians on life, faith, hope and peace. During the film, you will see the demolition of Palestinian homes in the West Bank, the separation barrier which divides Israel from the West Bank, checkpoints and road closures that restrict Palestinians movements. These images come from Israeli human rights organisation B’Tselem who document and raise awareness of human rights abuses against Palestinians. You will also see the destruction of buildings and refugee camps of displaced people in Gaza during the ongoing war. 


Sharing the Peace
If you usually share the peace in your service, you may like to use the following:
Just as there are many languages, there are many words to express peace. As we hold together every person in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory, and as we hold together with one other, let us share the peace. 
You’re invited to do so by saying
Shalom, Salaam, Peace be with you.
Shalom is the Hebrew word for peace, Salaam is the Arabic word for peace. 

Blessed are the peacemakers; they shall be called children of God.
We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace.
Shalom, Salaam, Peace be with you. 
Let us share a sign of peace.

Hymn or song
Play Film - Seeking a Just Peace: play the third film which features four ordinary UK Christians sharing how they have been inspired by faith to take action for a just peace. This film is a helpful way to share with your church some of the ways that they can pray and act for a just peace. 
Call to action
Use this time to invite your church congregation to take action for a just peace. It’s good to think ahead of time what your church can do collectively or as individuals to seek a just peace. You can find a range of ways to do this on the web pages where this order of service is found (caid.org.uk/inspireyourchurch). Pick just one or two ways for people to respond. You can use the words below to call people to action:
As Christians our foundation story is one of hope, of transformation and restoration. Together let’s lean on that hope as we respond to our calling to work for justice and peace in the world. Each of us has a voice and everyone us can do something. Together let’s commit to taking action in hope, to standing with those who are seeking peace and justice in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory.

Prayer of dismissal
God of Justice and peace,
Make us peacemakers.
Give us courage to bear witness to uncomfortable truths,
Help us when our eyes want to look away from destruction and death.
Give us courage to speak where there is silence,
To name complicity, injustice and poverty.
Make us dissatisfied by shrugging off the ‘complicated’.
Keep us curious to listen and understand.
Help us hold together Palestinian and Israeli,
As we stand in solidarity against oppression.
Plant in us persistence in seeking a just peace, 
Let us not grow weary in our petition and our prayer.
Give strength and wisdom to all who strive for peace, 
On both sides of checkpoints and blockade.
God of Justice and Peace,
Make us peacemakers,
Amen

Prayer of the Peacemaker, Christian Aid

Blessing
May God bless you with discomfort
At easy answers, half-truths
And superficial relationships
So that you may live deep within your heart
May God bless you with anger
At injustice, oppression 
And exploitation of people, 
So that you may work for justice, freedom and peace.

May God bless you with tears
To shed for those who suffer pain,
Rejection, hunger and war,
So that you may reach out your hand 
And comfort them and to turn their pain to joy.

And may God bless you 
With enough foolishness 
To believe that you can 
Make a difference in the world,
So that you can do
What others claim cannot be done,
To bring justice and kindness to all our children.
Amen
A Franciscan blessing



End of service. See below for a selection of prayers and prayer points you can use in your service 




Prayer points
· For Leila, Hassan and Peter and the work they do  
· For Christian Aid partners and other organisations working for a just peace 
· For all who have been forced to leave their homes, and those who live in refugee camps 
· For children traumatised by oppression, occupation and conflict 
· For ordinary Palestinians and Israelis and all who work for justice and peace in the Holy Land 
· For a lasting just peace in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory 
 
A prayer from Peter Nasir, East Jerusalem YMCA
God of justice and mercy, 
We cry out for a world where all are treated as equals, 
Where no one is oppressed, and dignity is not denied. 
Break the chains of injustice that divide us. 
Lift up the weak and humble the powerful. 
Let fairness and equality be the foundation of our societies, 
And may justice and peace flow like a river that never runs dry. 
Amen.

A Prayer for Peace from the Very Rev Sally Foster Fulton, of the Church of Scotland  
‘In days to come … they shall beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war anymore.'
God, it is said that you are the peace that passes all understanding. We sit now, staggered at how quickly the fragile half-peace we had pieced together has unravelled.
The lessons we have so desperately needed to learn have been laid aside as the instruments of war begin their horrible, haunting reprise. Call us back to our senses.
For the angry, abused and frightened among us, who strike out in a distorted quest for victory, help us find ways to convince that there is no victory to be found in violence.
Peace-making is a daunting path to tread, especially when fear follows so closely behind, so breathe your loving spirit into our hearts and help us walk your way.
We pray ceaselessly for our family in Israel and Palestine, for we are all family and when one part suffers, we are all depleted. Peace in pieces is a collective, shared shame.
God, you are the peace that passes all understanding, so help us understand how to find you.
 
Extract from prayers of intercession written by an ecumenical group of Palestinian Christian women for the 2024 World Day of Prayer 
Refugee God, who as a child had to flee a massacre in Bethlehem, you know the plight of refugees and the displaced. Remain with us and help us in these dark and difficult times. Guide and protect refugees and displaced people. Bring them to places of safety. Open the hearts of those receiving refugees and guide the actions of political leaders so that all needs will be met. Lead us into a life worthy of our calling. All: Hear our prayer. Leader: 
God our Rock, you have taught us to build our lives on you. We pray for those who are homeless. We pray especially with Palestinian families whose homes have been demolished or are threatened to be demolished by Israeli authorities. Bring these families justice and end this evil practice. Lead us into a life worthy of our calling. All: Hear our prayer. Leader: 
God of Peace, we pray for an end to the Israeli occupation and for a just solution to the ongoing oppression. We also pray for the city of Jerusalem, sacred to three religions of Christianity, Judaism and Islam. We pray for equality, freedom of religion, freedom of movement, and freedom of expression. Teach us as Christians to follow the way of Jesus, sharing love with all the inhabitants of the land. Lead us into a life worthy of our calling.
God of the nations, give to all our people the blessings of well-being, freedom, and harmony, and, above all things, give us faith in you that we may be strengthened to care for all those in need until the coming of your son, our Saviour and Lord.

 Amen.

Rev Emma Clare Nutbrown-Hughes, taken from Rage and Hope, Christian Aid
Sustaining Lord, giver of life,
The land of milk and honey 
Is awash with pain.
Where Jesus was born to set humanity free,
Lives are hemmed in by walls and wire.
Where Jesus came to destroy barriers, 
Divisions are marked by registration plates,
ID cards,
No go zones,
And life expectancy.

Pour out your living water into that parched land
Where olive trees are uprooted along with the hope of
Generations,
Where checkpoints choke futures,
Where mothers wait for the water supply to be switched on,
Where homes are bulldozed and 
Land is snatched.

Lord show your face to the traumatized families and
The teenage soldiers given guns. 
Show the strength of your arm to those with no voice, 
To the peacemakers who speak the truth.
We call for your justice to roll down, 
Life-giving and restorative,
More enduring than leaders’ felting search for power, 
Exploding wrongdoing and our silence.

Forgive us that we fear that peace is but a pipedream
That your love is not powerful enough to destroy the walls that we create.
Draw us into your healing and liberating work in the place 
Where Jesus broke open the doors and hope and life for all
This we pray in his name,
Amen






Creative participatory intercessions
There are two ways to lead these creative participatory intercessions, either inviting people to the front of church to participate or using prayer stations.
From the front
You will need: 
· A large piece of paper with JUST PEACE written in giant letters
· Squares of paper with pictures of tents, houses, keys, prison bars with a lock, hospital symbols, cars, drops of water, praying hands, doves, olive branches, a loud hailer
· Pens
· Olive oil (you can find Palestinian olive oil online which helps support farmers living under occupation). 

Place the large piece of paper with JUST PEACE on it at the front of the church. This could be mounted on a board or laid on the floor. 
Invite people to pray for a just peace by coming to the front of church and selecting one of the pictures that jumps out to them from what they have heard during the service. 
Invite them to write their own prayer for a just peace related to the picture they have selected.
Ask them to place their prayer on the large piece of paper. Together build a montage of prayers for a just peace. 
Place a small bowl of olive oil near the Just Peace prayers and invite people to dip into it and brush it on the back of their hand or forehead. Explain that olive oil is a symbol both of peace (coming from the olive tree) and of the holy spirit. Today we use it as a sign to walk the ways of God’s spirit of peace in the world. 
Draw the time of intercessions to a close by speaking out some of the prayers in the montage and drawing on the suggested prayers in this resource. 

Prayer stations
You will need:
· Four tables
· Four large pieces of paper, write in large letters one of these on each: Displaced, Denied Human Rights, Detained, and Pray and Act for a Just Peace
· Table instructions (cut and paste from below)
· Squares of paper with pictures of tents, houses, keys, doves, olive branches
· Small toy cars, buses or other types of everyday transport
· Pens
· A padlock and a key
Set up:
Set up the four tables around the church/room and add instructions and relevant items to each table (you can cut and paste these from this document).

Table 1: Displaced
On the table place the word Displaced, and some pieces of paper with pictures of tents, houses and keys printed on them. Use the following instructions printed on a piece of paper:

Displaced
Today 6 million Palestinians are displaced around the world as well as within Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory.
They have been displaced by conflict, the regular demolition of their homes in the West Bank by the Israeli state, and the establishment of illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank. 
Pray for Palestinians who have been forced from their homes without knowing if they can return. 
Write your prayer on one of the pictures and place it around the word ‘Displaced’ 

Table 2: Denied
On the table place small toy cars, buses or other transport and the instructions below. 

Denied
Israeli government’s occupation of the Palestinian territory means that Palestinians are denied hospital treatment, the ability to visit their relatives, or simply get to work or school. Even before the war in Gaza, it was almost impossible to get permission from the Israeli Government to get in or out.  Across the West Bank there are hundreds of checkpoints that control Palestinian’s ability to get from A to B. 
Hold one of the toy cars or buses and pray for Palestinians who are not allowed to move freely. Pray that everyone would be able to go to work, visit their families or go to school in freedom. 

Table 3: Detained
On the table place two or three padlocks with their keys and the instructions below. 

Detained
‘Administrative detention’ is used by the Israeli military to detain people without charge for any period of time. Palestinian adults and children are regularly detained by Israel in the West Bank are dealt with in military courts, whereas Israeli settlers in the same territory would go to civilian courts where they have civilian legal protection. 
Pray for an end to the practice of administrative detention, which violates human rights. Pray for children and adults who are traumatised by being detained. 
Unlock the padlock on the table as a symbol of freedom from detention. (please close it again for the next person)

Table 4: Pursuing a just peace
On the table place the instructions below and small pictures of a doves or olive branches. You may like to share resources from Christian Aid or other organisations on this table to help people think about different ways they can take action. 

Pursuing a Just Peace
Every one of us can play a part in seeking an end to poverty and a just peace in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory. 
Hold your hands in front of you. Think about the different ways your hands can push for peace - held together in prayer, holding a pen to write to your MP, gripping hold of a placard at a peace march. 
Put your fingers to your mouth. Think about the ways that your lips can speak for a just peace - words of prayer, speaking to those in power to support peace.
Intentionally move your feet on the spot. Think about how you can stand for a just peace in your day-to-day life. 
Pray for people in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory and around the world who are working for a just peace. 
Take one of the pictures and write one commitment to act for a just peace in the coming week. Take it home and put it somewhere prominent to remind you. 

