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July 2025 
‘I will both lie down and sleep in 
peace, for you alone, O LORD, 
make me dwell in safety’ Psalm 4:8 
 
The last three months have been 
hectic – waving farewell to one 
member of staff and welcoming a 
new staff member in the National 
Synod of Scotland.   We have been working to keep the 
DBS/PVG matrix up to date and the new training framework 
was adopted at General Assembly.  The Central 
Safeguarding Team and a working group have been 
focusing on the development of a new quality assurance 
framework and we’re currently working on a new strategic 
plan.  Quite a task while trying to keep cool in this heat.  
 

Training Update 
  
We have some good news!  
 
Our Training and Development 
Coordinator has been working hard to 
create an updated training matrix for 
roles across the denomination.  
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We were all delighted when it was adopted at General 
Assembly.  
 
The matrix offers greater clarity to all of us on what level of 
mandatory training is required for all roles, it also makes 
clearer the difference between the three nations’ training 
requirements.    
 
At the bi-annual Safeguarding Symposium in October we 
will focus on explaining further what the changes are and 
how these will impact you. 
 
In the meantime, here’s a reminder of our short Zoom 
courses over the next few months (bookable via 
emma.pearce@urc.org.uk 
 
 
21 July 1:00pm Substance Abuse 

09 September 7:30pm Refugees and Asylum seekers 

10 September 1:00pm DDC Verifier and Safer 
Recruitment (DBS in England & Wales) 
22 September 1:00pm Adult Safeguarding 

09 October 1:30pm Spiritual Abuse 

17 November 1:00pm Online Safety 

20 November 7:00pm DDC Verifier and Safer Recruitment 
(DBS in England & Wales) 

 

mailto:emma.pearce@urc.org.uk
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For mandatory safeguarding courses i.e. Foundation, 
Intermediate and Advanced safeguarding training, please 
contact your synod safeguarding team. 
 
 
 
The URC 2025 Safeguarding Symposium 
Wednesday 15 October 1.30-3.45 Zoom 
At last! We’re pleased to be able to release tickets for our 
Symposium which are available on eventbrite   
Spaces are limited so act fast to secure your place and note 
that Zoom details will be sent out two days ahead of the 
event. 

 

 
 

 
 

https://urc.org.uk/contact-us/safeguarding-contacts/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/urc-safeguarding-symposium-2025-tickets-1437228040759?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
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Changes to DBS identity checks and the new DBS 
checking matrix 
New guidelines for completing the identify verification 
process required for DBS checks will come into force from 
1st November 2025. These include some changes to the 
type of documents that applicants can use to prove their 
identity and a requirement for verifiers to keep a record of 
the documents used for two years. We will be issuing 
updated guidance for verifiers later in August to allow time to 
prepare for the changes. 
In the meantime, information provided by the DBS can be 
found here:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dbs-identity-
checking-guidelines/id-checking-guidelines-for-
standardenhanced-dbs-check-applications-from-22-april-
2025 
 
On another note, we are pleased to announce that the 
updated DBS matrix is on the Safeguarding website.  We 
think you’ll agree that the layout is easier to navigate and we 
hope it provides greater clarity around which roles require a 
DBS, the level and who is responsible for administering the 
check.   

 
 
 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fdbs-identity-checking-guidelines%2Fid-checking-guidelines-for-standardenhanced-dbs-check-applications-from-22-april-2025&data=05%7C02%7Cemma.pearce%40urc.org.uk%7Ca3032d25f9674685a0ee08ddb4877810%7C3fd368e1f1d74a1e8e4045a843b55e89%7C0%7C0%7C638865216130945300%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3geRZgHLKsDRvzwTSnlYuRkNieVIjqDITnsxFJ7C9WI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fdbs-identity-checking-guidelines%2Fid-checking-guidelines-for-standardenhanced-dbs-check-applications-from-22-april-2025&data=05%7C02%7Cemma.pearce%40urc.org.uk%7Ca3032d25f9674685a0ee08ddb4877810%7C3fd368e1f1d74a1e8e4045a843b55e89%7C0%7C0%7C638865216130945300%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3geRZgHLKsDRvzwTSnlYuRkNieVIjqDITnsxFJ7C9WI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fdbs-identity-checking-guidelines%2Fid-checking-guidelines-for-standardenhanced-dbs-check-applications-from-22-april-2025&data=05%7C02%7Cemma.pearce%40urc.org.uk%7Ca3032d25f9674685a0ee08ddb4877810%7C3fd368e1f1d74a1e8e4045a843b55e89%7C0%7C0%7C638865216130945300%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3geRZgHLKsDRvzwTSnlYuRkNieVIjqDITnsxFJ7C9WI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fdbs-identity-checking-guidelines%2Fid-checking-guidelines-for-standardenhanced-dbs-check-applications-from-22-april-2025&data=05%7C02%7Cemma.pearce%40urc.org.uk%7Ca3032d25f9674685a0ee08ddb4877810%7C3fd368e1f1d74a1e8e4045a843b55e89%7C0%7C0%7C638865216130945300%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3geRZgHLKsDRvzwTSnlYuRkNieVIjqDITnsxFJ7C9WI%3D&reserved=0
https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/S3-resource.pdf
https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/S3-resource.pdf
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The Independent Inquiry into Child Sex Abuse IICSA -  
Audits 

 
 

One of the many 
recommendations which came 
out of the IICSA enquiry was that 
robust auditing should be far 
reaching and multi-faceted.   The 

URC already conducts safeguarding audits, the Annual 
Safeguarding Return, to see where we sit in terms of 
reporting concerns, church systems for safeguarding and 
training. These are followed up with Synod Safeguarding 
Returns and an annual report to the URC’s Safeguarding 
Committee, but as a committee we felt we needed to go 
further. 
 
We are now piloting a Synod audit process and East 
Midlands Synod has kindly offered to assist. This will 
happen in the autumn and the methodology employed (ie 
staff time, resources and analysis of results amongst other 
things) will be reviewed by Kerry Baker (Policy Development 
Coordinator) and Matt Knowles (Case Work Supervisor). 
This feedback will allow the team to finesse the process 
ahead moving forward with a final proposal of what the 
framework across the denomination might look like.  
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Staff Changes 
 
National Synod of Scotland 
 
We welcome Vici Royle, Safeguarding 
Administrator for the National Synod of 
Scotland. 
 
Vici says… 
 
Joining the URC just as Scotland introduced 
new legislation on criminal record checks, I feel I've earnt 
my stripes and survived a gruelling initiation relatively 
unscathed. I perhaps should've paid attention to the cheers 
of glee as I returned to the office on day 2, rather than 
deciding to run for the hills. Nevertheless, I am confident 
that Scotland's URC members are in safe hands with me to 
advise on the changes announced by Disclosure Scotland. 
Safeguarding Training continues to be delivered by the 
Church of Scotland. Many sessions are available online, for 
the convenience of such a geographically diverse Synod. 
There is also no change in the procedure for reporting 
concerns and issues, which the Church of Scotland handle 
on our behalf. 
 
So far, it has been a delight to hear the positive attitude from 
all the URC members I've had the joy to meet. I'm grateful  
that we all champion safe spaces and inclusive 
environments within our Churches. 
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Outwith the URC, I spend the majority of my time either fine-
tuning cake recipes for weddings, birthdays and Tuesdays, 
or going on rain-or-shine adventures with my border collie. 
One hobby has given me an excellent second income, and 
the other promptly drains the spare pennies. I'll let you 
decide which is which. 
 
I'm available on Wednesdays and Thursdays for all 
Safeguarding in Scotland matters, and available at any time 
for chats about dogs and cake. 
 
safeguarding@urcscotland.org.uk 
07825 712173 
 
 
 
 
Mersey Synod 
 
We said a fond but teary farewell to 
Synod Safeguarding Officer (SSO) Julie 
Rafferty who joined the URC in 2018 and 
gave us 7 years of expertise and 
colleagueship.     She, of course, will be 
much missed and not just for her advice 
and dedication to the URC but also her 
friendship. We wish Julie well in her 
ongoing career.  
 
 
 

mailto:safeguarding@urcscotland.org.uk
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At the same time, we are pleased to 
announce that the new Mersey Synod 
Safeguarding Officer is Yvette Robinson – 
many of you will already know her as the 
SSO for North Western Synod and she will 
be additionally utilising her skills and 
experience across Mersey Synod.  
safeguarding@urcmerseysynod.org.uk 
 

 
Safeguarding Team Awayday 2025  
 

A few weeks ago the Synod Safeguarding Officers (SSOs) 
met for their annual team conference in Birmingham.  It is a 

balanced mixture of team 
building, peer and external 
training.   This year we were 
lucky to receive external training 
on Trauma Informed Practice 
and also Deliverance Ministry in 
the Church of England.    
 
When not learning and team 
building the SSO’s actually 
relaxed in the evening in each 
other’s company over dinner 

and this is an important aspect of the conference as the 
team works remotely. 
 
 

mailto:safeguarding@urcmerseysynod.org.uk
mailto:safeguarding@urcmerseysynod.org.uk
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GP6 Resources 
 
New material on the Good Practice 6 resources page 
includes:  
• A self-declaration form for the safer recruitment of 

Elders 
• Information on the involvement in church life of people 

who may pose a risk to others (with further updates to 
follow) 

• Interim guidance on use of the DBS Update Service  
• Guidelines on safer recruitment of those who lead 

worship 
https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/safeguarding-good-practice/ 
 
 
Safeguarding Sunday – a reminder 
 

Safeguarding Sunday is 16 
November 2025.   If you have 
positive stories from your church 
of how you celebrated 
Safeguarding Sunday last year 
(or previous years), Carrie 

Kaunda would love to hear about it and you can drop her an 
email at carrie.kaunda@urc.org.uk. 

 
 

https://urc.org.uk/safeguarding/safeguarding-good-practice/
https://safeguardingsunday.org/
mailto:carrie.kaunda@urc.org.uk
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