
 Worship from the URC | A treasury of prayers LL1

Acknowledgments

Unless otherwise stated material is © The United Reformed Church.

English translations of the ‘Nunc Dimittis’, ‘Kyrie’, ‘Gloria in Excelsis’, ‘Sanctus’, 
‘Benedictus’, ‘Agnus Dei’ and ‘Lord’s Prayer’ (adapted) © English Language 
Liturgical Consultation, and used by permission.

Biblical quotations are from the New Revised Standard Edition of the Bible © 
1989 The Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches  
in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Where biblical texts are given in a form other than that of the NRSV, they have 
been compiled from different versions by the editors for reasons of liturgical use.

The Revised Common Lectionary is used by permission of the Consultation on 
Common Texts.

Page E7, Prayer after communion, ‘Strengthen for service, Lord’, Liturgy  
of Malabar.

Page K6, Prayer for grace, ‘Oh Lord heavenly Father ...’ is attributed to  
John Calvin.

Page N6, Prayer, ‘God of compassion and love ...’ is used by kind permission of 
the Iona Community.

Page S2, Prayer, ‘Let us thank God’, is from Caryl Micklem (ed), Contemporary 
Prayers For Public Worship, (page 107) alt. SCM Press 1967 © SCM Press. 
Reproduced by permission.

Page S10, Prayer, ‘God of Peace ...’ is from Caryl Micklem (ed), Contemporary 
Prayers For Public Worship, (page 108) SCM Press 1967 © SCM Press. 
Reproduced by permission.

The United Reformed Church would be pleased to be notified about material 
which is used here but not acknowledged, and will rectify such omissions in 
future printings.



MM1 Worship from the URC | Table of contents 

Contents
Foreword .......................................................................................................... B1
Introduction ...................................................................................................... B4
First order of Holy Communion ...................................................................... C1
The preparation ................................................................................................. C2
 Greeting ........................................................................................................ C2
 Sentence ...................................................................................................... C2
 Hymn or Psalm ............................................................................................. C2
 Prayer of Approach ....................................................................................... C2
 The Great Commandments .......................................................................... C3
 Prayer of Confession .................................................................................... C3
 Assurance of Pardon .................................................................................... C4
 Lord, have mercy (Kyrie eleison)  ................................................................. C4
 Glory to God (Gloria in excelsis)   ................................................................. C5
 Prayer for grace or prayer for the day .......................................................... C5
The Ministry of the Word .................................................................................... C6
 Old Testament reading (Hebrew Scriptures) ................................................ C6
 Psalm, canticle, hymn or sung response ...................................................... C6
 New Testament reading(s) ............................................................................ C6
 Sermon ......................................................................................................... C6
 Affirmation of faith ......................................................................................... C6
 Prayers of Intercession ................................................................................. C6
 The Lord’s Prayer  ........................................................................................ C6
The Lord’s Supper ............................................................................................. C7
 Invitation ....................................................................................................... C7
 Offertory ........................................................................................................ C7
 Narrative of the institution ............................................................................. C8
 Prayer of Thanksgiving ................................................................................. C8
 The Peace .................................................................................................. C10
 The breaking of the bread and pouring of the wine .................................... C10
 Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  .......................................................................... C10
 The Sharing of the bread and the wine ...................................................... C11
 Prayer after Communion ............................................................................ C11
 Hymn or Psalm ........................................................................................... C12
 Dismissal .................................................................................................... C12
 Blessing ...................................................................................................... C12
Prayers of Intercession .................................................................................... C13
 Prayer for the Church ................................................................................. C13
 Prayer for justice in the world ..................................................................... C13
 Prayer for the peace of the world ............................................................... C13
 Prayer for the integrity of creation .............................................................. C14
 Prayer for human society and those in need .............................................. C14
 Commemoration of those who have died ................................................... C14
Second order of Holy Communion ................................................................ D1
 The call ......................................................................................................... D2



 Worship from the URC | Table of contents MM2

 Hymn or song ............................................................................................... D2
 Prayer of praise ............................................................................................ D2
 Prayer of Confession and words of forgiveness ........................................... D3
 Prayer for grace ............................................................................................ D4
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................... D4
 Readings ...................................................................................................... D4
 Presentation of the Good News .................................................................... D4
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................... D4
 The invitation ................................................................................................ D5
 The story of the Lord’s Supper ..................................................................... D5
 The prayer of Jesus ...................................................................................... D5
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................... D5
 Offering ......................................................................................................... D5
 Offering prayer .............................................................................................. D6
 The Thanksgiving ......................................................................................... D6
 The breaking of the bread and the blessing of the cup ................................ D8
 The Sharing .................................................................................................. D8
 The Peace .................................................................................................... D8
 Prayers  ........................................................................................................ D8
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................. D10
 Sending out and blessing ........................................................................... D10
Third order of Holy Communion..................................................................... E1
 Scripture sentences ...................................................................................... E2
 Prayer, Confession, and Assurance of Pardon ............................................. E2
 Theme introduction and Scripture readings .................................................. E3
 Sermon ......................................................................................................... E3
 Open or responsive prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession .................... E3
 The Lord’s Prayer ......................................................................................... E3
 The Peace .................................................................................................... E3
 Offertory ........................................................................................................ E3
 The Approach to Communion ....................................................................... E4
 Narrative of the institution ............................................................................. E4
 Thanksgiving and Sharing ............................................................................ E5
 Prayer after Communion .............................................................................. E7
 Blessing ........................................................................................................ E7
Fourth order of Holy Communion ...................................................................F1
 Scripture sentences .......................................................................................F2
 Prayer of Approach ........................................................................................F2
 Hymn or Psalm ..............................................................................................F2
 Confession of sin ...........................................................................................F3
 Assurance of Pardon .....................................................................................F3
 The Kyries .....................................................................................................F4
 Gloria in excelsis ...........................................................................................F4
 Prayer for grace .............................................................................................F4
 Old Testament reading  .................................................................................F4
 Psalm, canticle, hymn or anthem ..................................................................F4
 New Testament reading .................................................................................F4



MM3 Worship from the URC | Table of contents 

 Hymn .............................................................................................................F4
 Sermon ..........................................................................................................F5
 Hymn .............................................................................................................F5
 Prayers for the Church and the world ............................................................F5
 The invitation and the gracious words ...........................................................F7
 The Peace .....................................................................................................F7
 Offertory .........................................................................................................F7
 Hymn .............................................................................................................F7
 The narrative of the institution of the Lord’s Supper ......................................F7
 The taking of the bread and wine ..................................................................F8
 The Thanksgiving ..........................................................................................F8
 The Lord’s Prayer ..........................................................................................F9
 The breaking of the bread .............................................................................F9
 The Sharing of the bread and wine .............................................................F10
 The acclamation ..........................................................................................F10
 Prayer after Communion .............................................................................F11
 Hymn or doxology ........................................................................................F11
 Dismissal and blessing ................................................................................F11
Seasonal Thanksgivings ...................................................................................F12
 Advent .........................................................................................................F12
 Christmas ....................................................................................................F12
 Epiphany ......................................................................................................F12
 Lent ..............................................................................................................F12
 Passiontide ..................................................................................................F12
 Easter ..........................................................................................................F13
 Ascension ....................................................................................................F13
 Pentecost .....................................................................................................F13
Baptism service ...............................................................................................G1
 Introduction  ..................................................................................................G2
 The Proclamation of Faith  ...........................................................................G3
 The Affirmations    .........................................................................................G4
 Statement or Testimony  ...............................................................................G6
 Prayer  ..........................................................................................................G6
 The Baptism  ................................................................................................G8
 Declaration of Baptism  ................................................................................G8
 The Promises  ..............................................................................................G9
 The Confirmation or Strengthening in Faith  ...............................................G10
Confirmation	service ....................................................................................... H1 
Reaffirmation of Baptism and admission to Church Membership ...................... H1
 Introduction ................................................................................................... H2
 Proclamation of faith ..................................................................................... H2
 The affirmations ............................................................................................ H3
 Statement or testimony ................................................................................. H5
 The promises ................................................................................................ H5
 The confirmation, or strengthening in faith ................................................... H6
 Welcome  ...................................................................................................... H7
Reception of members ......................................................................................I1



 Worship from the URC | Table of contents MM4

 Introduction .....................................................................................................I2
 The affirmation ................................................................................................I2
 The welcome ..................................................................................................I3
Thanksgiving for the birth of a child ...............................................................J1
The dedication of parents and the blessing of children ......................................J1
 Introduction ....................................................................................................J2
 The Word .......................................................................................................J2
 Thanksgiving, dedication and blessing ..........................................................J3
 Prayers ..........................................................................................................J4
Service of the Word ......................................................................................... K1
 (1) Call to worship ......................................................................................... K2
 (2) Prayers of Approach, Adoration and Confession .................................... K3
 (3) Assurance of Pardon ............................................................................... K6
 (4) Prayer for grace ...................................................................................... K6
 (5) Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession .............................................. K7
 (6) Offering prayers ...................................................................................... K9
 (7) Blessings ............................................................................................... K10
Daily worship ....................................................................................................L1
 Our Father in heaven  ....................................................................................L1
 Hallowed be your name .................................................................................L1
 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven .....................L2
 Give us today our daily bread ........................................................................L3
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us ..........................L3
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil ...................................L4
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. .......L6
Evening worship ..............................................................................................M1
 The gathering of the people ..........................................................................M2
 Psalm verses and the lighting of candles .....................................................M2
 Hymn or song ...............................................................................................M2
 Prayer for Christ’s presence .........................................................................M2
 The Lord’s Prayer .........................................................................................M3
 A night Psalm ................................................................................................M3
 Meeting with Christ at evening time ..............................................................M3
 Gospel reading .............................................................................................M4
 Reflection on the Gospel ..............................................................................M4
 Hymn or song ...............................................................................................M4
 Prayers of Intercession .................................................................................M4
 Hymn or song ...............................................................................................M6
 The song of Simeon .....................................................................................M6
 Blessing ........................................................................................................M6
Prayers for healing and laying-on of hands .................................................. N1
 Call to worship .............................................................................................. N3
 Opening responses ...................................................................................... N3
 Hymn ............................................................................................................ N3
 Prayer of Confession .................................................................................... N4
 Affirmation and Assurance of Pardon ........................................................... N4
 The Lord’s Prayer ......................................................................................... N5



MM5 Worship from the URC | Table of contents 

 Offering ......................................................................................................... N5
 Hymn or chant .............................................................................................. N5
 Reading(s) .................................................................................................... N5
 Sermon or reflection ..................................................................................... N5
 Hymn or chant .............................................................................................. N5
 Prayers of Intercession ................................................................................. N5
 Invitation ....................................................................................................... N6
 Hymn ............................................................................................................ N6
 The laying-on of hands ................................................................................. N7
 Anointing with oil ........................................................................................... N7
 Closing prayer and blessing ......................................................................... N8
The Lord’s Prayer ............................................................................................O1
Wedding service .............................................................................................. P1
 Welcome and introduction ............................................................................ P2
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................... P2
 Statement of purpose ................................................................................... P2
 Prayer ........................................................................................................... P3
 Readings from Scripture ............................................................................... P4
 Sermon ......................................................................................................... P4
 Declarations .................................................................................................. P4
 Prayer for Assurance and Sincerity .............................................................. P5
 The promises ................................................................................................ P6
 The vows ...................................................................................................... P7
 The giving and receiving of rings .................................................................. P7
 The Marriage blessing .................................................................................. P9
 The declaration of Marriage ........................................................................ P10
 Greeting ...................................................................................................... P10
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................. P10
 Prayers of Intercession ............................................................................... P10
 The Lord’s Prayer ........................................................................................P11
 Hymn or song ..............................................................................................P11
 The signing of the register(s) .......................................................................P11
 Blessing ...................................................................................................... P12
 Alternative vows ......................................................................................... P13
Blessing of a marriage ....................................................................................Q1
 Welcome .......................................................................................................Q2
 Hymn or song ...............................................................................................Q2
 Prayer ...........................................................................................................Q2
 Statement .....................................................................................................Q2
 Readings from Scripture ...............................................................................Q3
 Sermon .........................................................................................................Q3
 Hymn or song ...............................................................................................Q3
 Prayer ...........................................................................................................Q3
 The promises  ...............................................................................................Q4
 The rings .......................................................................................................Q4
 The prayer of blessing ..................................................................................Q5
 Declaration ...................................................................................................Q6



 Worship from the URC | Table of contents MM6

 Greeting ........................................................................................................Q6
 Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession ....................................................Q6
 The Lord’s Prayer .........................................................................................Q7
 Hymn or song ...............................................................................................Q7
 Blessing ........................................................................................................Q7
Funeral services ........................................................................................... QR1
Services for a Funeral – One .......................................................................... R1
Prayers with the dying ....................................................................................... R1
 Scripture sentence ........................................................................................ R2
 Prayer of Assurance ..................................................................................... R2
 The Lord’s Prayer ......................................................................................... R2
 Commendation at the time of death ............................................................. R2
 Nunc Dimittis ................................................................................................ R3
 Prayers with the family ................................................................................. R3
Service before a Funeral ................................................................................... R4
 Scripture sentences ...................................................................................... R5
 Prayer of Approach ....................................................................................... R5
 Readings from Scripture ............................................................................... R6
 Prayer of Assurance ..................................................................................... R6
 The Lord’s Prayer ......................................................................................... R7
 The grace ..................................................................................................... R7
A service of witness to the resurrection ............................................................. R8
Committal ........................................................................................................... R8
 Scripture sentences ...................................................................................... R9
 Preface ....................................................................................................... R10
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................. R10
 Prayers of Approach and Confession ......................................................... R10
 Readings from Scripture ............................................................................. R11
 Sermon on the Christian hope .................................................................... R12
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................. R12
 Thanksgiving for the victory of Christ ......................................................... R12
 Thanksgiving for the life of the departed .................................................... R12
 Prayers of petition and Intercession ........................................................... R12
 The Lord’s Prayer ....................................................................................... R13
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................. R13
 Commendation ........................................................................................... R13
 Blessing ...................................................................................................... R14
Committal ......................................................................................................... R15
 Scripture sentences .................................................................................... R15
 Words of committal ..................................................................................... R16
 The Lord’s Prayer ....................................................................................... R16
 Prayer ......................................................................................................... R16
 Dismissal and blessing ............................................................................... R16
Services for a Funeral – Two .......................................................................... S1
A service of committal ........................................................................................ S1
 Scripture sentence ........................................................................................ S2
 Words of introduction .................................................................................... S2



MM7 Worship from the URC | Table of contents 

 Readings from Scripture ............................................................................... S2
 Prayers and Lord’s Prayer ............................................................................ S2
 Words of committal ....................................................................................... S3
 Affirmation of faith ......................................................................................... S3
 Prayer ........................................................................................................... S3
 The grace ..................................................................................................... S3
A service of Thanksgiving and release .............................................................. S4
 Call to worship .............................................................................................. S5
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................... S5
Approaching the mystery ................................................................................... S6 
 Words of introduction .................................................................................... S6
 Prayer ........................................................................................................... S7
Celebrating hope ............................................................................................... S7 
 Readings from Scripture ............................................................................... S7
 Sermon on Christian hope ............................................................................ S7
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................... S7
Remembering with Thanksgiving ....................................................................... S8
 Lighting of Thanksgiving candles ................................................................. S8
 Tribute........................................................................................................... S8
 Prayers of Thanksgiving ............................................................................... S8
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................... S9
Releasing in hope .............................................................................................. S9 
 The commendation ....................................................................................... S9
 The Lord’s Prayer ....................................................................................... S10
 Blessing ...................................................................................................... S10
Committal ..........................................................................................................S11
Committal ......................................................................................................... S12
 Scripture sentences .................................................................................... S12
 Words of committal ..................................................................................... S12
 Prayers ....................................................................................................... S13
 Ascription of glory ....................................................................................... S13
 Blessing ...................................................................................................... S14
Services for a Funeral – Three ........................................................................T1 
A service of Thanksgiving for one who has died .................................................T1
 Opening words ..............................................................................................T2
 Scripture sentences .......................................................................................T2
 Hymn or song ................................................................................................T2
 Opening prayers ............................................................................................T2
 Tributes from family and friends ....................................................................T3
 Readings from Scripture (and other appropriate sources) ............................T3
 Sermon ..........................................................................................................T3
 Hymn or song ................................................................................................T3
 Prayers ..........................................................................................................T3
 Words of commendation ................................................................................T4
 Hymn or song ................................................................................................T5
 Blessing .........................................................................................................T5



 Worship from the URC | Table of contents MM8

Interment or scattering of ashes .................................................................... U1
 Scripture sentences ...................................................................................... U2
 Prayer ........................................................................................................... U2
 The Lord’s Prayer ......................................................................................... U2
 Scripture reading .......................................................................................... U3
 Silence for reflection ..................................................................................... U3
 Interment or scattering .................................................................................. U3
 Prayer ........................................................................................................... U3
 Blessing ........................................................................................................ U3
Readings for Funeral services ....................................................................... V1
Ordinations, Inductions and Commissioning services ............................... W1
Ordination and Induction of Elders ................................................................ X1
 Introduction ................................................................................................... X3
 Statement of purpose ................................................................................... X3
 Statement concerning the Nature, Faith and Order of the URC ................... X4
 Affirmations ................................................................................................... X6
 Ordination ..................................................................................................... X7
 Induction ....................................................................................................... X7
 Declaration of Ordination and/or Induction ................................................... X8
 Renewal of commitment ............................................................................... X8
 Communion Prayer for use at a service Ordaining and Inducting Elders ..... X9
Ordination and Induction of Ministers of the Word and Sacraments ......... Y1
 Welcome and Call to Worship ...................................................................... Y2
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................... Y2
 Prayers of Approach ..................................................................................... Y2
 Statement  .................................................................................................... Y5
 Readings from Scripture  .............................................................................. Y5
 Sermon  ........................................................................................................ Y6
 Hymn or song  .............................................................................................. Y6
 Presentation of the Candidate ...................................................................... Y6
 Narrative of the Call  ..................................................................................... Y6
 Statement by the candidate  ......................................................................... Y6
 Statement concerning the Nature, Faith and Order of the URC ................... Y7
 Affirmations  .................................................................................................. Y8
 Hymn of the Holy Spirit  .............................................................................. Y12
 Ordination Prayer  ...................................................................................... Y12
 Promises ..................................................................................................... Y13
 Hymn of the Holy Spirit  .............................................................................. Y14
 Induction Prayer ......................................................................................... Y14
 Declaration of [Ordination and] Induction ................................................... Y15
 Welcome ..................................................................................................... Y16
 Giving of Gifts ............................................................................................. Y16
 Prayers of Intercession ............................................................................... Y16
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................. Y16
 Dismissal and Blessing ............................................................................... Y16
Commissioning and Induction of Church Related Community Workers ....Z1



MM9 Worship from the URC | Table of contents 

 Welcome and Call to Worship .......................................................................Z2
 Hymn or song ................................................................................................Z2
 Prayers of Approach  .....................................................................................Z2
 Statement  .....................................................................................................Z3
 Readings from Scripture  ...............................................................................Z4
 Sermon  .........................................................................................................Z4
 Hymn or song  ...............................................................................................Z4
 Presentation of the Candidate .......................................................................Z4
 Statement by the Church-in-Community  ......................................................Z4
 Statement by the Candidate  .........................................................................Z5
 Statement concerning the Nature, Faith and Order of the URC ....................Z5
 Affirmations  ...................................................................................................Z6
 Hymn of the Holy Spirit  .................................................................................Z9
 Commissioning Prayer  ...............................................................................Z10
 Promises  .....................................................................................................Z10
 Hymn of the Holy Spirit  ...............................................................................Z11
 Induction Prayer ..........................................................................................Z11
 Declaration of [Commissioning and] Induction  ...........................................Z12
 Signing of the CRCW Covenant  .................................................................Z12
 Welcome  .....................................................................................................Z12
 Giving of gifts  ..............................................................................................Z12
 Prayers of Intercession  ...............................................................................Z12
 Prayer of Commitment  ................................................................................Z13
 Hymn or Song ..............................................................................................Z13
 Dismissal and Blessing ................................................................................Z13
Hymn of the Holy Spirit .................................................................................AA1
Commissioning of Assembly Accredited Lay Preachers ...........................BB1
 Introduction .................................................................................................BB2
 Statement by the Assembly Accredited Lay Preacher  ...............................BB2
 Statement concerning the Nature, Faith and Order of the URC .................BB2
 Affirmations .................................................................................................BB4
 Commissioning ...........................................................................................BB5
 Declaration .................................................................................................BB5
 Presentation ...............................................................................................BB5
Commissioning of Locally Recognised Worship Leaders .........................CC1
 Introduction  ................................................................................................CC2
 Statement by the Locally Recognised Worship Leader   ............................CC2
 Statement concerning the Nature, Faith and Order of the URC .................CC2
 Affirmations  ................................................................................................CC4
 Commissioning  ..........................................................................................CC5
 Declaration  ................................................................................................CC6
 Presentation  ..............................................................................................CC6
Communion Prayer for use at a service Commissioning ..........................DD1
Assembly Accredited Lay Preachers & Locally Recognised Worship Leaders ..DD1
Rededication services ...................................................................................EE1
Renewal of Baptismal promises by the congregation ............................... FF1



 Worship from the URC | Table of contents MM10

 Introduction ................................................................................................. FF2
 Scripture sentences .................................................................................... FF2
 Profession of faith ....................................................................................... FF2
 Thanksgiving for Baptism ........................................................................... FF3
 The Peace .................................................................................................. FF4
A service for Rededication Sunday ............................................................. GG1 
Based on the Five Marks of Mission ............................................................... GG1
 Call to worship ........................................................................................... GG2
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................ GG2
 Prayer of Approach .................................................................................... GG2
 Prayer of Confession ................................................................................. GG3
 Assurance of Pardon ................................................................................. GG4
 Theme introduction .................................................................................... GG4
 Reading from Scripture .............................................................................. GG4
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................ GG4
 Reading from Scripture .............................................................................. GG4
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................ GG4
 Prayer for the day ...................................................................................... GG4
 Sermon or other proclamation of the Word ............................................... GG4
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................ GG4
 Prayers of Intercession .............................................................................. GG5
 Hymn or song ............................................................................................ GG5
 Renewal of commitment to mission ........................................................... GG5
 Dismissal and blessing .............................................................................. GG6
Service of rededication on the theme of unity ............................................HH1
 Call to worship ............................................................................................HH2
 Hymn or song .............................................................................................HH2
 Introduction .................................................................................................HH2
 Prayers of Approach ...................................................................................HH2
 Confession ..................................................................................................HH3
 Assurance of Pardon ..................................................................................HH4
 Prayer of the day ........................................................................................HH5
 Hymn or song .............................................................................................HH6
 Readings from Scripture .............................................................................HH6
 Sermon or other proclamation of the Word ................................................HH6
 Hymn or song .............................................................................................HH6
 Thanksgiving and rededication ...................................................................HH6
 Confession of faith ......................................................................................HH8
 Prayers for the Church and the world .........................................................HH8
Statement of Faith – adopted in 1972 .............................................................II1
Alternative Statement of Faith – adopted in 1997 ...............................................II2
A treasury of prayers ......................................................................................JJ1
 Eastern Church Liturgy, Third Century ........................................................ JJ1
 Augustine of Hippo (354-430) ...................................................................... JJ1
 Liturgy of Malabar, Fifth Century ................................................................. JJ1
 Columba (c.521-597) ................................................................................... JJ1



MM11 Worship from the URC | Table of contents 

 Mozarabic Sacramentary, Seventh Century ................................................ JJ2
 Gregorian Sacramentary ............................................................................. JJ2
 Gelasian Sacramentary ............................................................................... JJ2
 Alcuin (735-804) .......................................................................................... JJ2
 Sarum Breviary, Eleventh Century .............................................................. JJ3
 Francis of Assisi (1182-1226) ...................................................................... JJ3
 Richard of Chichester (c.1197-1253) ........................................................... JJ3
 Mechthild of Magdeburg (c.1210-c.1280) .................................................... JJ4
 Julian of Norwich (1342-c.1416) .................................................................. JJ4
 Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556) ........................................................................ JJ4
 John Calvin (1509-1564) ............................................................................. JJ4
 Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) ......................................................................... JJ5
 after John Donne (c.1571-1631) .................................................................. JJ5
 Oliver Cromwell (1599-1658) ....................................................................... JJ5
 Richard Baxter (1615-1691) ........................................................................ JJ5
 Matthew Henry (1662-1714) ........................................................................ JJ6
 Isaac Watts (1674-1748) ............................................................................. JJ6
 John Angell James (1785-1859) .................................................................. JJ6
 Christina Rossetti (1830-1894) .................................................................... JJ7
 Cardinal Newman (1801-1890) ................................................................... JJ7
 G E Darlaston (1876-1931) ......................................................................... JJ7
 William Temple (1881-1944) ........................................................................ JJ8
 Prayer of General Thanksgiving .................................................................. JJ8
Liturgical Resources for Marking the end of a Local 
   Congregation’s Journey .............................................................................KK1
 Note ............................................................................................................KK1
 Calls to Worship .........................................................................................KK2
 Prayers of Approach, Confession, and Grace ............................................KK3
 Assurance of grace .....................................................................................KK4
 Prayer for Illumination .................................................................................KK5
 Suggested Readings   ................................................................................KK5
 Sermon Notes .............................................................................................KK6
 Affirmation of Faith .....................................................................................KK9
 Prayers of Intercession ...............................................................................KK9
 Communion Prayer ...................................................................................KK12
 Post Communion Prayer ..........................................................................KK13
 Litany of Thanksgiving ..............................................................................KK13
 A Commendation and Committal into  ......................................................KK15
 God’s gentle keeping ................................................................................KK15
 Liturgy of Closure .....................................................................................KK16
 Statement of Closure ................................................................................KK17
 Closing Prayer  .........................................................................................KK17
 Blessing ....................................................................................................KK18
 Hymn Suggestions ...................................................................................KK19
Acknowledgments ......................................................................................... LL1


	Foreword
	Introduction
	First order of 
Holy Communion
	The preparation
	 Greeting
	 Sentence
	 Hymn or Psalm
	 Prayer of Approach
	 The Great Commandments
	 Prayer of Confession
	 Assurance of Pardon
	 Lord, have mercy (Kyrie eleison) 
	 Glory to God (Gloria in excelsis)  
	 Prayer for grace or prayer for the day

	The Ministry of the Word
	 Old Testament reading (Hebrew Scriptures)
	 Psalm, canticle, hymn or sung response
	 New Testament reading(s)
	 Sermon
	 Affirmation of faith
	 Prayers of Intercession
	 The Lord’s Prayer 

	The Lord’s Supper
	 Invitation
	 Offertory
	 Narrative of the institution
	 Prayer of Thanksgiving
	 The Peace
	 The breaking of the bread and pouring of the wine
	 Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) 
	 The Sharing of the bread and the wine
	 Prayer after Communion
	 Hymn or Psalm
	 Dismissal
	 Blessing

	Prayers of Intercession
	 Prayer for the Church
	 Prayer for justice in the world
	 Prayer for the peace of the world
	 Prayer for the integrity of creation
	 Prayer for human society and those in need
	 Commemoration of those who have died


	Second order of 
Holy Communion
	The call
	 Hymn or song
	 Prayer of praise
	 Prayer of Confession and words of forgiveness
	 Prayer for grace
	 Hymn or song
	 Readings
	 Presentation of the Good News
	 Hymn or song
	 The invitation
	 The story of the Lord’s Supper
	 The prayer of Jesus
	 Hymn or song
	 Offering
	 Offering prayer
	 The Thanksgiving
	 The breaking of the bread 
 and the blessing of the cup
	 The Sharing
	 The Peace
	 Prayers 
	 Hymn or song
	 Sending out and blessing


	Third order of 
Holy Communion
	 Scripture sentences
	 Prayer, Confession, and Assurance of Pardon
	 Theme introduction and Scripture readings
	 Sermon
	 Open or responsive prayers of 
 Thanksgiving and Intercession
	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 The Peace
	 Offertory
	 The Approach to Communion
	 Narrative of the institution
	 Thanksgiving and Sharing
	 Prayer after Communion
	 Blessing


	Fourth order of 
Holy Communion
	 Scripture sentences
	 Prayer of Approach
	 Hymn or Psalm
	 Confession of sin
	 Assurance of Pardon
	 The Kyries
	 Gloria in excelsis
	 Prayer for grace
	 Old Testament reading 
	 Psalm, canticle, hymn or anthem
	 New Testament reading
	 Hymn
	 Sermon
	 Hymn
	 Prayers for the Church and the world
	 The invitation and the gracious words
	 The Peace
	 Offertory
	 Hymn
	 The narrative of the institution of the Lord’s Supper
	 The taking of the bread and wine
	 The Thanksgiving
	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 The breaking of the bread
	 The Sharing of the bread and wine
	 The acclamation
	 Prayer after Communion
	 Hymn or doxology
	 Dismissal and blessing

	Seasonal Thanksgivings
	 Advent
	 Christmas
	 Epiphany
	 Lent
	 Passiontide
	 Easter
	 Ascension
	 Pentecost


	Baptism service
	 Introduction 
	 The Proclamation of Faith 
	 The Affirmations   
	 Statement or Testimony 
	 Prayer 
	 The Baptism 
	 Declaration of Baptism 
	 The Promises 
	 The Confirmation or Strengthening in Faith 


	Confirmation service
	
Reaffirmation of Baptism and admission 
to Church Membership
	 Introduction
	 Proclamation of faith
	 The affirmations
	 Statement or testimony
	 The promises
	 The confirmation, or strengthening in faith
	 Welcome 


	Reception of members
	 Introduction
	 The affirmation
	 The welcome


	Thanksgiving for the
birth of a child
	The dedication of parents and the 
blessing of children
	 Introduction
	 The Word
	 Thanksgiving, dedication and blessing
	 Prayers


	Service of the Word
	 (1) Call to worship
	 (2) Prayers of Approach, Adoration and Confession
	 (3) Assurance of Pardon
	 (4) Prayer for grace
	 (5) Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession
	 (6) Offering prayers
	 (7) Blessings


	Daily worship
	 Our Father in heaven 
	 Hallowed be your name
	 Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven
	 Give us today our daily bread
	 Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
 those who sin against us
	 Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil
	 For the kingdom,
 the power and the glory are yours,
 now and for ever. Amen


	Evening worship
	 The gathering of the people
	 Psalm verses and the lighting of candles
	 Hymn or song
	 Prayer for Christ’s presence
	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 A night Psalm
	 Meeting with Christ at evening time
	 Gospel reading
	 Reflection on the Gospel
	 Hymn or song
	 Prayers of Intercession
	 Hymn or song
	 The song of Simeon
	 Blessing


	Prayers for healing and 
laying-on of hands
	 Call to worship
	 Opening responses
	 Hymn
	 Prayer of Confession
	 Affirmation and Assurance of Pardon
	  The Lord’s Prayer
	 Offering
	 Hymn or chant
	 Reading(s)
	 Sermon or reflection
	 Hymn or chant
	 Prayers of Intercession
	 Invitation
	 Hymn
	 The laying-on of hands
	 Anointing with oil
	 Closing prayer and blessing


	The Lord’s Prayer
	Wedding service
	 Welcome and introduction
	 Hymn or song
	 Statement of purpose
	 Prayer
	 Readings from Scripture
	 Sermon
	 Declarations
	 Prayer for Assurance and Sincerity
	 The promises
	 The vows
	 The giving and receiving of rings
	 The Marriage blessing
	 The declaration of Marriage
	 Greeting
	 Hymn or song
	 Prayers of Intercession
	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 Hymn or song
	 The signing of the register(s)
	 Blessing
	 Alternative vows


	Blessing of a marriage
	 Welcome
	 Hymn or song
	 Prayer
	 Statement
	 Readings from Scripture
	 Sermon
	 Hymn or song
	 Prayer
	 The promises 
	 The rings
	 The prayer of blessing
	 Declaration
	 Greeting
	 Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession
	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 Hymn or song
	 Blessing


	Funeral services
	Services for a Funeral –
One
	
Prayers with the dying
	 Scripture sentence
	 Prayer of Assurance
	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 Commendation at the time of death
	 Nunc Dimittis
	 Prayers with the family

	Service before a Funeral
	 Scripture sentences
	 Prayer of Approach
	 Readings from Scripture
	 Prayer of Assurance
	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 The grace

	A service of witness to the resurrection
	Committal
	 Scripture sentences
	 Preface
	 Hymn or song
	 Prayers of Approach and Confession
	 Readings from Scripture
	 Sermon on the Christian hope
	 Hymn or song
	 Thanksgiving for the victory of Christ
	 Thanksgiving for the life of the departed
	 Prayers of petition and Intercession
	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 Hymn or song
	 Commendation
	 Blessing

	Committal
	 Scripture sentences
	 Words of committal
	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 Prayer
	 Dismissal and blessing


	Services for a Funeral – 
Two
	
A service of committal
	 Scripture sentence
	 Words of introduction
	 Readings from Scripture
	 Prayers and Lord’s Prayer
	 Words of committal
	 Affirmation of faith
	 Prayer
	 The grace

	A service of Thanksgiving and release
	 Call to worship
	 Hymn or song

	Approaching the mystery
	
 Words of introduction
	 Prayer

	Celebrating hope
	
 Readings from Scripture
	 Sermon on Christian hope
	 Hymn or song

	Remembering with Thanksgiving
	 Lighting of Thanksgiving candles
	 Tribute
	 Prayers of Thanksgiving
	 Hymn or song

	Releasing in hope
	 
 The commendation
	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 Blessing

	Committal
	Committal
	 Scripture sentences
	 Words of committal
	 Prayers
	 Ascription of glory
	 Blessing


	Services for a Funeral – 
Three
	
A service of Thanksgiving for 
one who has died
	 Opening words
	 Scripture sentences
	 Hymn or song
	 Opening prayers
	 Tributes from family and friends
	 Readings from Scripture
 (and other appropriate sources)
	 Sermon
	 Hymn or song
	 Prayers
	 Words of commendation
	 Hymn or song
	 Blessing


	Interment or scattering of ashes
	 Scripture sentences
	 Prayer
	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 Scripture reading
	 Silence for reflection
	 Interment or scattering
	 Prayer
	 Blessing


	Readings for Funeral services
	Ordinations, Inductions and Commissioning services
	Ordination and Induction of Elders
	 Introduction
	 Statement of purpose
	 Statement concerning the Nature, Faith and
 Order of the United Reformed Church
	 Affirmations
	 Ordination
	 Induction
	 Declaration of Ordination and/or Induction
	 Renewal of commitment
	Communion Prayer for use at a
 service Ordaining and Inducting Elders


	Ordination and Induction of
Ministers of the Word and Sacraments
	 Welcome and Call to Worship
	 Hymn or song
	 Prayers of Approach
	 Statement 
	 Readings from Scripture 
	 Sermon 
	 Hymn or song 
	 Presentation of the Candidate
	 Narrative of the Call 
	 Statement by the candidate 
	 Statement concerning the Nature, 
Faith and Order of the URC
	 Affirmations 
	 Hymn of the Holy Spirit 
	 Ordination Prayer 
	 Promises
	 Hymn of the Holy Spirit 
	 Induction Prayer
	 Declaration of [Ordination and] Induction
	 Welcome
	 Giving of Gifts
	 Prayers of Intercession
	 Hymn or song
	 Dismissal and Blessing


	Commissioning and Induction of Church Related Community Workers
	 Welcome and Call to Worship
	 Hymn or song
	 Prayers of Approach 
	 Statement 
	 Readings from Scripture 
	 Sermon 
	 Hymn or song 
	 Presentation of the Candidate
	 Statement by the Church-in-Community 
	 Statement by the Candidate 
	 Statement concerning the Nature, 
 Faith and Order of the URC
	 Affirmations 
	 Hymn of the Holy Spirit 
	 Commissioning Prayer 
	 Promises 
	 Hymn of the Holy Spirit 
	 Induction Prayer
	 Declaration of [Commissioning and] Induction 
	 Signing of the CRCW Covenant 
	 Welcome 
	 Giving of gifts 
	 Prayers of Intercession 
	 Prayer of Commitment 
	 Hymn or Song
	 Dismissal and Blessing


	Hymn of the Holy Spirit
	Commissioning of Assembly Accredited Lay Preachers
	 Introduction
	 Statement by the Assembly Accredited Lay Preacher 
	 Statement concerning the Nature, Faith and
 Order of the United Reformed Church
	 Affirmations
	 Commissioning
	 Declaration
	 Presentation


	Commissioning of Locally Recognised Worship Leaders
	 Introduction 
	 Statement by the 
 Locally Recognised Worship Leader  
	 Statement concerning the Nature, Faith and
 Order of the United Reformed Church
	 Affirmations 
	 Commissioning 
	 Declaration 
	 Presentation 


	Communion Prayer for use at a service Commissioning
	Assembly Accredited Lay Preachers and 
Locally Recognised Worship Leaders

	 Rededication services
	Renewal of Baptismal promises by the congregation
	 Introduction
	 Scripture sentences
	 Profession of faith
	 Thanksgiving for Baptism
	 The Peace


	A service for Rededication Sunday
	
Based on the Five Marks of Mission
	 Call to worship
	 Hymn or song
	 Prayer of Approach
	 Prayer of Confession
	 Assurance of Pardon
	 Theme introduction
	 Reading from Scripture
	 Hymn or song
	 Reading from Scripture
	 Hymn or song
	 Prayer for the day
	 Sermon or other proclamation of the Word
	 Hymn or song
	 Prayers of Intercession
	 Hymn or song
	 Renewal of commitment to mission
	 Dismissal and blessing


	Service of rededication on the theme of unity
	 Call to worship
	 Hymn or song
	 Introduction
	 Prayers of Approach
	 Confession
	 Assurance of Pardon
	 Prayer of the day
	 Hymn or song
	 Readings from Scripture
	 Sermon or other proclamation of the Word
	 Hymn or song
	 Thanksgiving and rededication
	 Confession of faith
	 Prayers for the Church and the world


	Statement of Faith – 
adopted in 1972
	Alternative Statement of Faith – adopted in 1997
	A treasury of prayers
	Liturgical Resources for Marking the end of a Local Congregation’s Journey
	 Note
	 Calls to Worship
	Prayers of Approach, Confession, and Grace
	 Assurance of grace
	 Prayer for Illumination
	 Suggested Readings  
	 Sermon Notes
	 Affirmation of Faith
	 Prayers of Intercession
	 Communion Prayer
	 Post Communion Prayer
	 Litany of Thanksgiving
	 A Commendation and Committal into 
	 God’s gentle keeping
	 Liturgy of Closure
	 Statement of Closure
	 Closing Prayer 
	 Blessing
	 Hymn Suggestions


	Acknowledgments



