Presidents report on past and future work of the CPCE at General Assembly 2024
Day two of the Communion of Protestant Churches in Europe (CPCE’s) General Assembly started with morning worship and a blessing at the Reformed Church in Sibiu. 
Assembly then moved to the Lutheran Cathedral of Saint Mary where the three Presidents of the CPCE, the Revd Dr John Bradbury, Revd Marcin Brzóska, Prof Dr Miriam Rose, presented reports on:
· Being Communion in a divided age 
· Facing new challenges - a time of blessing
· Strategy: Being church together in the light of hope 
John reflected on the work of the CPCE over the recent past and challenges that have been and are being faced by the organisation such as: the Covid 19 pandemic, and the subsequent fragility of Europe; Russia’s aggression against Ukraine, the recent European Parliamentary elections which returned more populist-right parliamentarians than ever before; the upcoming election in the US and the implications of the outcome on European security and the future of NATO; and the fact that at least one of the CPCE’s member church traditions has experienced schism over issues of human sexuality for example.
John further explained that it was “no longer doctrine that threatens our cherished unity, but ethical issues, and seemingly competing worldviews, and the way these are often bound up with the political contexts our member churches find themselves part of”.
However, he explained: “Fifty years of common life today gives us a firm foundation from which to meet new challenges as they emerge from our context.”
As those new challenges are faced, he said: “We ask ourselves, where is our hope? Where is our light? What is our vocation within this continent of Europe?
Marchin then reflected on two specific aspects of work over the past six years, reframing presenting issues as a time of blessing.
He explained that both “personal encounters” and “growing in communion” were very important part of the work of the CPCE, disrupted by the pandemic which closed borders, restricted possibilities of travel, restricted personal contact, like shaking hands, challenged interpersonal relations, disrupted the creation of links and bonds of communion in faith and enhancement of dialogue; the very things that enable the CPCE to establish and maintain connections and grow. 
However, he said: “New ways of communication made it possible to meet, to discuss and to share and enabled work to continue on the issues and themes set by the General Assembly in Basel.”
As such, the CPCE became a platform of sharing for churches in different situations of the pandemic. One result was the “Focus” issued in 2021 under the title: “Being Church Together in a Pandemic – Reflections from a Protestant Perspective”. 
“This publication marks a new way of working for the CPCE as a platform for practical sharing in leiturgia, martyria, diakonia and koinonia,” explained Marchin.
“Challenges bring a lot of painful experiences … But on the other hand, they give power and strength to those who stand with the suffering and the peacemakers in prayers and in practical work. They give courage to preach and spread the Gospel of hope in Jesus Christ.” In this way referring to the CPCE as growing in the communion and the celebration of a living church.
On behalf of the Presidium and CPCE Council, Marchin thanked church leaders, governing bodies and all the people committed to the Leuenberg idea which he called “a real phenomenon and the work of the living God in his church”.
Prof Dr Miriam Rose then presented the strategy “Being Church Together in the Light of Hope” which was unanimously adopted by the Assembly.
The strategy is patterned precisely on the following four points. The CPCE is:
· A communion in worship
· A communion of witness and service
· A communion in learning and teaching
· A communion that shapes its structures.
Miriam explained that: “These four points have been divided into ongoing work and focal tasks specific to the next few years.”
Miriam further explained that “filter criteria” would be used for the first time to help the CPCE deal meaningfully with the proposals such as asking what topics and processes does the CPCE need in order to become itself even more? What developments are at issue when a theological topic is proposed for joint work? What resources, structures, networks or preliminary work does it make sense to draw on?
The professor then drew Assembly’s attention to three further main points of focus:
· Sustainability: When planning and implementing work processes, CPCE pays attention to criteria of sustainability and resource conservation.
· Reception: The CPCE is developing new target group-specific forms and processes for the reception of its work results.
· Flexibility: The CPCE keeps sufficient resources free in its work planning order to be able to react to unforeseen events.
Miriam then posed the question “what does ‘being church together’ in the light of hope mean?”
She then explained: “Christian hope means that the hope set in God’s transforming love goes deeper than justified anger, works more definitively than realistic concern, is more powerful than the tempting wish to look away.”
Due to personal commitments, both John and Miriam will not seek the “joy and privilege” of serving another term as Presidents of the Council. Yet, all three will look forward to finding ways to continue to work with and for the Communion in the years to come.

Reporting: Ann-Marie Nye, URC Communications Officer.

