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									"I was the right person to deliver the URC's apology to Jamaicans"
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	In a letter published by The Guardian on 12 June, the Revd Dr Tessa Henry-Robinson, Moderator of the URC General Assembly, responded to a suggestion that it was absurd for her as a Black British woman to deliver the URC’s apology for its role in slavery. Read Tessa's letter in full.












				General Assembly to take place
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	General Assembly 2024 takes place at The Hayes Conference Centre in Swanwick from 12-15 July. Papers for this year's meeting will be available here. A round up of all the discussions and decisions made will be posted on the URC's website's news section at the end of each day and on social media. Visit the URC's latest news. 






			Changes to broaden URC's work 
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	The Mission and Discipleship teams at Church House have made a series of changes to staff teams to broaden the United Reformed Church’s commitment to evangelism, ecumenism and social and community action. Learn all about the changes.












				Voters urged to advocate for society's most vulnerable this General Election 
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	The United Reformed Church is urging all voters to participate actively in the upcoming General Election, scheduled for 4 July. The Church is using this crucial democratic event as a platform to advocate for an end to poverty in the UK and is urging members and the wider public to hold political leaders accountable for addressing this pressing issue. In a recent statement, the URC emphasised the importance of voting as both a civic and moral duty each voter has to engage in the democratic process and advocate for policies that support the most vulnerable in society. Read the statement in full.












				Apply for a URC grant



	All Lay Preachers in the URC who have been Accredited by the General Assembly and who are designated as active can apply for a grant of up to £300 per annum to help cover the costs and fees for learning events and resources. Learn more about URC Grants. 






			Remembering Eric Liddell



	Morningside United Church in Edinburgh will host a special BBC Radio 4 Sunday service on 11 August in honour of the 100th anniversary of Eric Liddell winning his Olympic medals. Eric, a devout Christian, became famous for refusing to compete on a Sunday at the 1924 Olympics. His story was captured in the Oscar-winning film Chariots of Fire. Tune into Radio 4.












							Impressions of The URC
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				Photos of our church buildings are being invited for the 2025 URC Calendar. The calendar, which is again being supported by Edwards Insurance, is titled Impressions of the URC. Church buildings are very special places, and so we’re asking for your photos of them, and with the skills of the URC graphics team, we will turn them into works of art, from simple line drawings to pictures inspired by the works of famous artists – the possibilities are endless. The deadline for submissions is the end of June. Learn how to make your submission.















			UCB Radio: Sam Richards
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	Dr Sam Richards, Head of Children's and Youth Work, spoke with presenter UCB Radio presenter Vicky Gibbens on 4 June about children’s and youth work. In particular, Sam spoke about the URC's Children and Youth Friendly Youth Scheme, the opportunities churches might have to engage with children and young people and  the welcome they have to offer families even if they don’t have children in churches at the moment. The interview is available approximately 26 minutes into the UCB1 programme Talking Point on 4 June.





















				Recognise the contribution of young people
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	Do you know any individuals aged 25 or under who are doing a great job serving their church or community and playing their part in the mission of God? If so, they deserve recognition and you can nominate them for a Lundie Memorial Award. Learn more about the Lundie Memorial Awards.
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				URC Podcast: How do you mend a broken life?
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	Rafael Chaves has lived with violence, drug addiction, gang culture and complete brokenness. Then, someone asked him a question that changed everything. In the latest episode of The United Reformed Church Podcast, Ann-Marie Nye and Stephen Tomkins hear his inspiring and hope-filled story. Meanwhile, how can Steve find out what he thinks about a film he is supposed to be reviewing for Reform? Listen to the episode on The URC Podcast.












				Download or print News Update



	A downloadable version of News Update, formatted for print, and for churches to copy and paste into church newsletters or magazines will be available within a week of this edition being published. Download your printable version of News Update.






			Share your good news



	If you have a good news story that can inspire, raise hope or show God's work in action then please let URC Communications know. We would love to help share your news across the denomination and in local news outlets. Email the URC Comms Team or call 07976 753 950












				Church House beats fundraising target for War Child



	A big round of applause to Church House staff who laced up their trainers and donned their headbands to accumulate as many steps as they could in May to raise money for War Child. The team beat their original target of £1,000 by raising £1,336 for the charity that works toward making a difference for children affected by conflict. Donations can still be made up till 31 December. If you'd like to, please make your donation on the Church House Step Challenge Just Giving page.












				This month in Reform magazine
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	Does the Church have a problem with class? That’s the big question Reform magazine is asking in June. Four experienced contributors from across the Church spectrum offer thought-provoking responses and challenge us to think about our own. Angela Rigby asks another difficult question when she explores the world of autism and asks if Jesus’ disciple Thomas was autistic. Jesus himself is the subject of John Proctor’s incisive account of Christ’s journey towards crucifixion.
Choppy sea crossings feature in both Paul Dean’s Bible study and in David Gleed’s evocative account of pilgrimages to islands around the British coast. Also making repeat appearances in this issue is the artist Caravaggio – the subject of Art in Focus but also turning up in the news pages.
Elsewhere, URC Head of Communications Andy Jackson and iChurch team member Reuben Watt explain why churches need to make good use of their websites – and how to go about getting one if they haven’t one already. TV’s Taskmaster gets the critical eye of Reform’s TV reviewer, and Editor Steve Tomkins finds there’s more to the big screen comedy The Book of Clarence than he had expected. Subscribe to Reform digitally or in print. For any queries, please email the Reform team.
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	Please order online using the URC Bookshop’s easy-to-use website www.urcshop.co.uk or by calling 020 7916 8629.
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	Gospel Voices: Forty New Testament Characters Telling Their Stories, by Neil Thorogood, offers 40 monologues arranged around the seasons of the church’s year, these imagined reflections offer familiar characters from the four Gospels and Acts. £13 +p&p. 
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	God The Child: Small, Weak and Curious Subversions by Graham Adams: We express the mystery of God with diverse metaphors, but mostly in Adult terms. In this experimental theological adventure, Graham Adams imagines what might flow from a more thorough ‘be-child-ing’ of God. £17 +p&p.
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	Come, Let Us Reason Together: A Life Of John Wood Oman, by Fleur Houston, traces the influences on Oman’s Orkney childhood and his student days in Edinburgh University and the Divinity Hall of the United Presbyterian Church. Oman waone of the most original and profound theologian-philosophers of his generation
£32 +p&p.
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	Trans Formations: Grounding Theology In Trans And Non-Binary Lives by Alex Clare-Young is not a book about trans and non-binary Christians it is a book by trans and non-binary Christians. Who they are, what they experience, and what they understand stretches beyond trans-apologetics to formative anthropological and theological notions without which the body of anthropological and theological knowledge is incomplete. £22 +p&p.












				Synod news



				Southern
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	Ministers, CRCWs and local church leaders from around Southern Synod recently enjoyed four days of inspirational training at High Leigh Conference Centre. Revd Memona Shabaz, called it a "great opportunity to praise, worship, and learn together". 






			Thames North
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	Congratulations to the Revd Stanslous (Stan) Chatikobo who was inducted to the North Herts Group of Churches at Knebworth. Stan and his family have recently arrived in the UK from Zimbabwe and the churches have worked hard to help him settle into the manse.












				Yorkshire
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	Westfield URC in Wyke recently enjoyed a weekend celebrating 200 years of worship and witness in its community. Church Secretary Katy Lonsdsale said: "We are so grateful to God for the vision, faith and commitment of our founder Benjamin Firth, and his supporters who started our church all that time ago." 






			Wessex
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	Congratulations to the Revd Richard Davis who celebrated receiving a Certificate of Service to mark the 50th anniversary of his ordination, with his wife the Revd Trish Davis.





















				What's On



				Ministry enquirers 
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	Learn what God might be asking of you at the Ministry Enquirers' Conference taking place on 5 October from 9.30am-12.30pm on Zoom. Here you'll be able to think about God's call to Stepwise, worship leading, lay preaching, lay pioneering, ministry with children and young people, the Ministry of Word and Sacraments or Church Related Community Work. For joining details, please email the Ministries Team.






			Children's workers together
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	Bookings are open for URC Children's Workers Conference, taking place from 1-3 November. The conference will be a mix of retreat, networking, worship, training and a chance to explore a range of resources from various providers. The conference will take place at Ripon College in Cuddesdon near Oxford and costs £150 per person. Bookings for day visitors cost £35 per day. Learn more about the conference and book your place. For all queries, please email Lorraine Webb.












				Free tickets to CRE 2024
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	Get your free ticket and visit the URC at Stand P10 at the Christian Resources Exhibition (CRE) 2024 taking place 9-10 October at the Marshall Arena in Milton Keynes. Get your free ticket to CRE. 






			Pray4URC
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	Join the GEAR on 4 and 11 July at 8pm on their Facebook page as the team live streams 20 minutes of prayer for General Assembly. Guests from General Assembly will join the prayer initiative and will each lead in a different area of prayer. Visit GEAR's Facebook page.





















				Social Justice 



				Voter registration
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	Millions of eligible voters are at risk of being voiceless in the General Election on 4 July. Churches can help their congregations and neighbours overcome potential barriers such as voter registration, photo ID and voter apathy. Learn more about JPIT's election resources.






			How to hold a hustings
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	JPIT's popular hustings resource has been helping churches who wish to host a meeting with election candidates in front of a local audience. Access the free resource and learn how to hold a hustings event.


































									Recruitment



	URC vacancies and beyond



				Education and Learning Transitional Lead
Based: London
Contract: Fixed-term contract or termed appointment (for one year), full-time
Salary: Circa £60,500 or URC Minister’s stipend
Closing date for applications: 14 June 






			Children and Family Pastor - Trinity Church Harrow
Based: Harrow
Closing date for applications: 30 June
For more information and application pack, email office@trinityharrow.co.uk
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	If you no longer wish to receive News Update, please use the link below to unsubscribe.



	UNSUBSCRIBE
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	The United Reformed Church
Church House, 86 Tavistock Place
London, WC1H 9RT
Tel: 020 7916 2020
Email: urc@urc.org.uk



	The United Reformed Church was created by church unions in 1972, 1981 and 2000, facilitated by Acts of Parliament passed in each of those years. It has a number of associated bodies: The United Reformed Church Trust (URC Trust) is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales (Registered Number: 135934); it is also a registered charity (Registration Number: 1133373). The United Reformed Church Ministers’ Pensions Trust Ltd is a limited company registered in England & Wales (Registered Number: 2821011). The United Reformed Church Retired Ministers’ Housing Society Ltd. is a registered Community Benefit Society under the Co-operative & Community Benefit Societies Act 2014, regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Number 15986R). The Registered Office for all the aforementioned bodies is Church House, 86 Tavistock Place, London, WC1H 9RT. 
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