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	Commitment for Life launches Gaza appeal
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	Commitment for Life, the global justice programme of the United Reformed Church, has launched an urgent appeal in response to the escalating humanitarian crisis in Gaza. The aim is to raise as much money as possible to provide vital support and aid through partner agencies Christian Aid, the Culture and Free Thought Association (CFTA), and the Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committee (PARC). Recent reports reveal a grim reality that Gaza’s two million people are experiencing “severe levels of acute food insecurity”. Learn how to donate to the campaign.  
Image: A still from Channel 4 News/YouTube.




			
					Ecumenical pilgrimage to Jamaica



	[image: ]



	The Revd Dr Tessa Henry-Robinson, General Assembly Moderator 2023-2024, is taking part in an ecumenical pilgrimage to Jamaica to learn about the legacies of slavery. Themed around repairing relationships, the trip will focus on spiritual reconciliation, as well as meetings with partner churches, the country's Prime Minister and other prominent politicians. Jamaica holds a profound historical significance in the context of the transatlantic slave trade, and its legacies continue to shape social, economic, and cultural landscapes. The apology for transatlantic slavery, made by the General Assembly in 2023, will be presented during an act of worship. 











			Moderator invitations open
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	The Revd Tim Meadows, General Assembly Moderator-Elect is now accepting invitations from churches for his year as General Assembly Moderator July 2024-July 2025. Should you have an invitation to make, please email his PA Lynne Barker.














		Volunteer at Greenbelt
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	Applications are now being accepted from people who would like to volunteer at yoURCafe, the URC’s café venue, and with the youth engagement team at this year's Greenbelt Festival, taking place from 22-25 August at Boughton House near Ketttering. Learn what opportunities are available and how to apply.











	New Deputy General Secretary announced
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	The Revd Jenny Mills, the United Reformed Church’s (URC) Secretary for Education and Learning, has been appointed to serve as its Deputy General Secretary (Discipleship), taking up the role after the Revd Adrian Bulley retires in July. Learn more about Jenny.
















			New South Western Synod Moderator
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	The Revd David Downing has been nominated to serve as South Western Synod Moderator after the Revd Ruth Whitehead was called to local church ministry in Pembrokeshire last year. David has served in pastoral charge of local churches since his ordination in 1999, and currently serves as minister of Maidenhead and Marlow United Reformed Churches, along with Bracknell and Windsor. Learn more about David.






		New events and training calendar
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	The Children’s and Youth Work team have launched a new calendar where you can see all the URC events and training relevant to your ministry among children, young people, young adults and families, including those offered by Safeguarding and Education & Learning. Take a look at the new calendar.



















			The URC Podcast
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	In the latest episode of The United Reformed Church Podcast, flame bearer Isaac Harvey MBE talks to Stephen Tomkins and Ann-Marie Nye about coming through tough times and finding his role as a disability advocate. Meanwhile, can special tea really help Steve stop losing his wallet? Tune in to the latest episode of the podcast.











					Download or print News Update



	A downloadable version of News Update, formatted for print, and for churches to copy and paste into church newsletters or magazines will be available within a week of this edition being published. Please check here.






		Share your good news



	If you have a good news story that can inspire, raise hope or show God's work in action then please let URC Communications know. We would love to help share your news across the denomination and in local news outlets. Email the team here or call 07976 753 950.

























			Join Safeguarding in supporting Thursdays in Black
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	Throughout the month of March, members of the safeguarding team across the denomination have been taking part in Thursdays in Black, an ecumenical campaign led by the World Council of Churches to encourage people to speak out against all forms of gender-based violence. People participate by wearing black on Thursdays as a symbol of strength and resistance. In every country, gender-based violence is a tragic reality. The campaign is simple but profound. Wear black on Thursdays, and wear a pin to declare you are part of the global movement resisting attitudes and practices that permit rape and violence. Learn more about the initiative here.  

















			This month in Reform magazine
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	The April edition of Reform asks what we can learn from the Church in Africa, and wonders why African Christians ‘seem much more ready to give the reason for the hope they have than Western Christians’. Trevor Jamison overcomes a Jesus allergy, and Rosalind Selby asks whether Jesus had anything to say about environmental issues. And in our featured interview, we hear from the Revd Mark Coleman shares why he decided to stand as an independent candidate in the recent Rochdale by-election. Two new columns also get underway in this issue. Mark Robinson is the first contributor to Soul Stories, in which individuals share key moments in their journey of faith. Plus our expanded Review section includes not only a focus on the upcoming film Kidnapped by resident Reform critic Jeremy Clarke, but also introduces TV reviews. This month: Michael Sheen’s directorial debut, The Way. Missed it? You’ll want to catch up with it after reading Oliver Tomkins’ thoughtful assessment. Reform has several subscription plans. Find the one that suits you. You can also give a friend or loved one the gift of Reform. Simply choose from one of the three different subscription types here.
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	Please order online using the URC Bookshop’s easy-to-use website www.urcshop.co.uk or by calling 020 7916 8629.
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	Welcome From You Elders Cards - a pack of 25 cards for Elders to introduce themselves to the members they help to look after, or to remind church members about who their Elder is annually, or for after an election of Elders. With space on the reverse to write the member’s name, the Elder’s name and contact details. £2.99 +p&p.
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	A5 Celebration Card With Envelope - an A5 card with envelope featuring the URC logo on the front and the logo with URC on the reverse. Blank inside for your own message. Created for use with the Congratulations on your marriage certificate for churches to send on the couple’s first anniversary but can be used for many other occasions too. 99p +p&p.
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	Nobunto Handmade And Decorated Fairtrade Candles Ihlobo - Ihlobo means summer and we have three sizes of candles from fairtrade supplier Nobunto: large, small set of three and a tall set of three. £10.50 +p&p.
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	Two wine glasses made from upcycled wine bottles. Packed in a cardboard container tied with string. Approx size: Height 18cm by 7cm diameter. £13.50 +p&p.











			Synod news



			Wessex
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	Congratulations to the Revd Dr Michael Hopkins who was inducted as Wessex Synod Moderator on 23 March at London Street URC, Basingstoke. Watch the service on the URC’s YouTube channel.

















		National Synod of Wales



	[image: ]



	[image: ]



	Best wishes to the Revd David Salsbury who was inducted as Moderator of the National Synod of Wales on 6 April at Beulah URC in Rhiwbina, Cardiff. Watch David's give his personal statement delivered at the service.











			Southern 
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	Four members of the same family have been named Lundie Memorial Award winners. Siblings Phoebe, 15, Zoey, 12, Elon, eight, and four-year-old Gideon Leung were all nominated by the Revd Angela Rigby, Minister of Christ Church URC in Tonbridge. Although Christ Church is the family’s home church, they are currently living in iKhethelo Children’s Village in Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa.















		Yorkshire
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	Stainbeck URC's new youth pod has now been installed in the grounds of the church. The pod is a joint venture between Stainbeck URC, InterACT and Thrive Leeds, two locally-based youth organisations. The pod will serve as a safe place for the church's young people as well as being made available for local community use. Learn more about Stainbeck's youth project.











			South Western
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	Redland Park URC in Bristol recently hosted an afternoon of Ukrainian culture, organised by the Ukrainian community from in and around the city. The church was packed with Ukrainians and others from the local community, who were also treated to a variety of traditional Ukrainian songs. Church member Angus Gregson said: "As a church we pray for peace with justice, but this was something practical we could do to support our Ukrainian friends."















		National Synod of Wales
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	Cwmbran URC is celebrating the achievements of Diane Brain, its Church Secretary, who was recently presented with a Volunteer Award from Torfaen County Borough Council. Diane has been instrumental in relaunching the church's weekly coffee morning as ‘Thingamabob Thursday’ which has increased attendance and attracted new people to join in the range of activities.

















			Social Justice 



			North Western adopts new mission and ministry strategy



	[image: ]



	North Western Synod's spring meeting, held at St Andrew & St George URC in Bolton, unanimously agreed to adopt a new mission and ministry strategy, “A Church with People at the Margins”, which provides both the Synod and its churches with a clear focus on working with people in local communities who are economically disadvantaged or marginalised. Take a look at the Synod's strategy. The Synod was also pleased to share its commitment to the Let’s End Poverty campaign which seeks to ensure that the issue of poverty remains an important theme in the run-up to the forthcoming General Election. Learn more about the Let's End Poverty campaign.












			New eco film resources



	“God Saw That It Was Good” is a new environmental film resource, created by BUEN and Fuelcast media, that weaves stunning visual imagery with a narrative entwining science and faith, taking people deeper into the wonder, mystery and meaning of the world. Access the films for free.





		Responding to the Budget



	After the Budget on 6 March, JPIT drew together a group of church and community leaders working in places of deprivation, to ask how it would impact the people they live and work alongside. Their responses sadly echoed the conclusion of JPIT's policy expert, Paul Morrison: the Budget was a masterclass in ignoring poverty. Read Paul's blog.










			Voter registration
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	JPIT's denominations are amongst the first ambassadors for a new initiative to champion voter registration. Throughout Voter Registration Week (4-11 March), JPIT encouraged people to register and to check they have a form of photo ID required to vote in the General Election when it's announced. JPIT wants churches to encourage as many people as possible to register to vote and participate in the election, particularly those in communities with often low voter turn-out. Listen to JPIT's Sienna Sexton and Steve Tinning chat about the importance of registering and voting in the 10 Minutes On... The Budget podcast episode.
























			What's On



			URC Research Network



	The URC Research Network Conference takes place from 10-11 June at Luther King House in Manchester. The annual conference provides the opportunity for members of the URC who are involved in research, at any level, to meet and to share their work and experiences. The programme and subsidised costs are still to be finalised. Learn more about the conference.







		Refugee Week



	Refugee Week 2024 takes place from 17-23 June. This year's theme is “Our Home”. Together, this Refugee Week, let’s practice our solidarity and make our home a more welcoming, safe and sustainable place for all. Learn more about the week and how you can get involved.










			Free to Believe Conference 2024
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	The Free to Believe Conference 2024 "Coming to our Senses" takes place at The Hayes Conference Centre in Swanwick from 2-6 September. Speakers at this year's event include Kathy Galloway, former leader of the Iona Community and former Head of Christian Aid Scotland, and Victoria Turner, Editor of Young, Woke and Christian. Places cost £275. Find more information and details of how to book.



















			URC Buildings Forum



	The URC Buildings Forum Webinar is hosting a two-part webinar, ‘Living stones for a living church: buildings for the ministry of Mission’. Part one takes place on 21 May and part two on 4 June, both at 7.30pm. Part one will include the opportunity to discuss, hear questions and positive ideas about facing the challenges churches have. Part two will include a presentation on North Western's strategy "A Church with people at the margins: a strategy for mission and ministry". To register for either or both seminars please email the Mission Team. Learn more about the Buildings Forum.






		Multi-faith peace walk



	Timed to coincide with the start of Christian Aid Week, Plum Village UK and Quakers in Britain are once again organising a silent, multi-faith, ecumenical peace walk from Trafalgar Square to the Houses of Parliament and back, on 12 May. Participants on the first walk - Muslims, Jews, Christians, Hindus, Buddhists and many others - which took place in January, found it deeply moving and powerful. Learn more about the Peace is Every Step initiative.

























							Recruitment



	URC vacancies and beyond



Casework Supervisor (Safeguarding)
Location: Home-based
Contract: Permanent, part-time, 18 hours pw
Salary: FTE £54,000
Closing date for applications: Friday 19 April






		Chair of Trustees – Churches Together in England
CTE is looking for a creative and strategic leader. The successful candidate must identify with CTE’s mission to be a visible sign of the churches’ commitment to one another.
Closing date: Sunday 14 April.









			URC Youth Intern – Communications Location: Home-based
Contract: 12-months, 8-30 hours per month
Salary: Living Wage rate
Closing date for CVs: 28 May




		JPIT Internships: Communications and
Constituency Action Network Support
Location: London
Contract: 12 month fixed-term
Salary: £24,640 pa
Closing date: 5 May
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March 2024

() URC Children's and Youth ... 2

Zoom training from URC
Safeguarding In addition to the
Foundation Level Safeguarding
training provided on the URC
Learning Hub,
https://www.urclearninghub.org.uk/
, the URC Safeguarding team are
offering a range of zoom training
sessions on specific subjects over
the coming year which can be
booked by emailing
emma.pearce@urc.org.uk. The

planned sessions for this month is:

6 March 1.30pm—Refugees and
Asylum Seekers

Each of these will be repeated on
Annther date later in the vear and

April 2024

() URC Children's and Youth ... 210

Faith Adventures for
Children Together (FACT) -
Saturday 6 April 9.30-10.30
am & Wednesday 10 April
12-1pm

Faith Adventures

Fact is a free weekly resource to
help children’s group leaders plan
and deliver Bible-based, child-
centred, engaging sessions for
ages 12 and under, with a take-
home postcard to support family
faith development. Discover the
wide range of pick and mix

May 2024

() URC Children's and Youth ... 210

Regenerational: all ages
worshipping together -
Wednesday 1 May 12-1pm

S

F Lntergen

Introducing a new free resource to
help church leaders introduce
intergenerational principles and

June 2024

() URC Children's and Youth ... 5m

Talking About... Sports
Ministry

A series of online gatherings,
hosted by the URC Children’s and
Youth Development Officers team.
Join us to build networks and find
out more about issues that
concern you. These sessions are
specific for all who work with
children and young people.

This Month's Session: 27 June -
Sports Ministry

Book your free place at_
https://bit.ly/URCTalkingAbout
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