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									Stand in solidarity with churches in Holy Land
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	This Advent, Commitment for Life, the United Reformed Church’s global justice programme, invites all to act in solidarity with church partners in the Holy Land by NOT lighting the 2nd Advent candle, the Bethlehem candle. Learn more about the call.












				Assembly Executive



	[image: A person holding an orange piece of paper

Description automatically generated]



	The Assembly Executive Budget Meeting for 2024 took place on 27 November. A round up of the business discussed and decisions made can be read here.






			Bank suddenly closes church account
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	A Wilsden church is urging Barclays Bank to exercise caution after a number of financial issues were caused after the bank suddenly closed its account. Learn more about this story.












				All-new URC Podcast
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	The Reform magazine team has launched a new series of the United Reformed Church podcast.
Presented by Stephen Tomkins, Editor of Reform magazine, and Ann-Marie Nye, URC Communications Officer and Digest Editor, the podcast is available on Spotify, all major podcast streaming platforms, or wherever you get your podcasts. In the first episode of the new series, we ask "Will the Church Life Review change the URC?". Listen to and follow The United Reformed Church Podcast.












				Mission Enablers' network
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	The Mission Enablers' Network recently enjoyed a residential meeting at Westminster College. Each Synod was invited to send a representative for mutual support and encouragement and to hear about their local church engagement. At the meeting, the group reflected on the theme "Where are we now?" with Tim Lea from Fresh Expressions, and learned more about how programmes such as Stepwise and Fruitfulness on the Frontline can be used.






			2025 Prayer Handbook submissions
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	Your prayers for the 2025 Prayer Handbook, with its theme Immersive Joy, are now invited. As well as the usual Lectionary-based prayers, there are prayers for everyday and extraordinary use. Write as you would pray – no special words or format is needed – and allow us to consider sharing your prayers with others in the URC and beyond. Learn how to submit your prayers.





















				URC Bookshop's Christmas section
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	Visit the URC Bookshop's Christmas section to see the range of wonderful festive items for 2023. From baubles to Christmas cards, stocking fillers, church resources and gifts, you'll be sure to find something for everyone.View the URC Bookshop's festive items.












				URC Communications Team



	Make sure you're following the URC on social media to stay up to date with everything going on across the denomination. Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Threads, and X (formerly Twitter). Remember to share and tag us and use #URC in your posts so that we can see the wonderful and amazing things going on in your churches and communities too. Learn more about the Communications Team.












				Download or print News Update



	A downloadable version of News Update, formatted for print, and for churches to copy and paste into church newsletters or magazines will be available within a week of this edition being published. Please check here.






			Share your good news



	If you have a good news story that can inspire, raise hope or show God's work in action then please let URC Communications know. We would love to help share your news across the denomination and in local news outlets. Email the team here or call 07976 753 950.












				Church support guides



	From using social media to crisis communications planning, a series of guides, produced by The United Reformed Church, is available to help support you and your church. Download the guides for free.






			GDPR guidance for churches



	Guidance to help churches comply with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) that came into force in 2018, is available. Although it cannot cover comprehensively everything that any church might ever do with data, churches following this advice should be well on their way to compliance. Download a free, useful GDPR checklist, resources and templates. 












				Help and support to build your website
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	iChurch is a service from the URC that will help you build and manage your church or community group website. Being online gives the message that you have something you think is worth sharing and that you want to make contact with people. Having an attractive, state-of-the-art website will convince people that your church is worth coming to. Learn more about iChurch.












				This month in Reform magazine
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	When problems get too big, what will our individual responses be? The December edition of Reform magazine addresses this question and offers some solutions. "If individuals can’t solve the conflicts of a violent world, what can we do?", Graham Handscomb asks. And in the annual Reform charity guide, ten charities, from local to global, suggest projects we can support this Christmas that will make big differences to the lives of others. Subscribe to Reform digitally or in print. For any queries, please email the Reform team.
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	Please order online using the URC Bookshop’s easy-to-use website www.urcshop.co.uk or by calling 020 7916 8629.
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	The 2024 URC Calendar includes dozens of photos from URCs and LEPs featuring all manner of creative items – banners, embroidery, stained glass, prints, art, graphics, models, installations, children’s work, plants, stones, flowers, fabrics, candles, knitting, crochet, mosaics, wooden carving, food and cross stitch. 99p +p&p.
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	Revolting Christians Reversible Two-colour Bucket Hats. Launched at this year's Greenbelt festival, the hats are ideal resources or a perfect gift. This unisex hat is a must-have and is available in a range of reversible colours; orange-green, dark blue-pale blue, and red-yellow. £7 +p&p.
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	New: Talking Pictures by Neil Thorogood is a collection of 101 small sketches that were created day by day during the pandemic lockdowns of 2020 and shared via social media at the time. Neil Thorogood has revisited them so that they can be starting points for wider thoughts, meditations, and prayers. £11.99 +p&p.
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	New: Pastoral Care In Practice – An Introduction And Guide, by Michael Hopkins is for anyone seeking an accessible introduction to Christian pastoral care, this short guide offers a practical introduction to caring for congregations and communities. £11.99 +p&p.












				Synod news



				West Midlands
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	An eight-year-old who loves putting forward creative suggestions to her church's Messy Church team, has been named October's Lundie Memorial Award winner. Matilda Willis, who attends Sutton Coldfield URC and who has been described as a "constant joy", said she was surprised when she heard the news. Learn more about Matilda and how to make a nomination. 






			Thames North
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	The Revd George Watts, Thames North Synod Moderator, recently dedicated the new Christ Church building in Newham and preached for the occasion. About 150 people attended the service which included an act of remembrance. A truly diverse church, about 15 countries are represented in the congregation.












				Eastern
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	The Free Church (United Reformed) St Ives and Churches Together in St Ives are lobbying their local MP after learning that asylum seekers living in a local hotel will be forced to leave their new community. The government is seeking to end deals with hotels in Conservative target seats by the end of March 2024. Read more.






			Mersey
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	Christ Church URC in Port Sunlight on the Wirral, recently welcomed 15 new members. The congregation enjoys welcoming visitors at their Open Church events and during Sunday worship, of which many people have stayed and become part of the church community. Along with the growth of the church community, the choir has also increased from two members to 13 regular singers and a café has opened to complement the Open Church. Read more.












				National Synod of Wales 
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	The National Synod of Wales held its annual Lay Ministry Weekend at The Metropole, Llandrindod Wells in mid-November, along the theme of “Responding to the challenge: worship in new contexts” which looked at Lay Ministry in all its areas. The weekend was well supported with 30 people (and one dog) in attendance enjoying good food, company, and conversations, and challenging presentations.






			Yorkshire 
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	Saltaire URC and Russell Trudgen, Founder Director of architects Arctic Associates, won the National Church Awards' King of Prussia Gold Medal last month. The church has been dominated by the repairs following damage caused by 2020’s “Storm Dennis”. The award
celebrates innovative, high-quality conservation or repairs.





















				What's On



				URC Youth Assembly 2024



	[image: A black background with blue text

Description automatically generated]



	Bookings are now open for Youth Assembly 2024, taking place at Whitemoor Lakes in Alrewas, Staffordshire, from 26-28 January 2024. Youth Assembly is for all young people associated with the URC in any way. The cost is now £149. Learn more about Youth Assembly or book your place.






			Hope for Justice 
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	Churches Together in Britain and Ireland is hosting "Hope for Justice", a free conference on 13 April 2024, from 11am to 4pm, that will focus on the critical issue of police and criminal justice reform/transformation within Britain, specifically from the perspective of racial justice. Learn more about Hope for Justice and book your ticket.












				Train to be a supervisor



	The URC Ministries Department has partnered with Westminster College and Wesley House in Cambridge to provide training for the Certificate in Pastoral Supervision. Courses are scheduled for: 4-8 March 2024, 17-22 November 2024, and 10-14 March 2025, at Westminster College. To apply for the training, please email the Ministries Team.






			URC research conference



	The annual conference of the URC’s Research Network will be held from 10-11 June 2024 at Luther King House in Manchester. This is an opportunity for members of the URC who are involved in research (at any level) to meet and to share their work and experiences. The programme and costs (significantly subsidised) are still to be finalised, but the dates can go in your diary. For more information, please email the Network's Coordinator Meg Warner or learn more via Northern College.





















				Social Justice 



				Politics in the Pulpit? podcast
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	Congratulations to Politics in the Pulpit? which recently celebrated its 100th episode. The podcast explores how the scripture readings (from the Revised Common Lectionary) and current affairs intersect with themes of peace and justice. The Revd Chris Upton is this term's host. Listen to or watch Politics in the Pulpit?






			Eco video Advent calendar
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	Eco Congregation Scotland is offering a daily video for Advent featuring prayer resources, friends of the movement, and four full-length location video reflections by the Revd David Coleman, Eco Chaplain, and Judith Macleod, Eco Chaplaincy Probationer. Access the calendar.












				JPIT Autumn Statement guidance



	Want to know what the Autumn Statement really means for the poorest in society? JPIT's blog on the topic discusses the inequality and poverty that the changes will exacerbate. Learn about how the Autumn Statement will not halt growing poverty and destitution.





















	Recruitment



	URC vacancies and beyond



				Tenancy Manager - Retired Ministers' Housing Society
Based: London
Contract: Permanent, full-time
Salary: Circa £45,000
Closing date for applications: 11 December






			Recruitment Development Officer (Volunteers)
Based: London/Hybrid
Contract, 12 month fixed-term, full-time (35 hours p/w
Salary: £35,794 – £37,243
Closing date for applications: 2 January 2024












				Communications & Digital Lead - Yorkshire Synod
Based: Yorkshire Synod/Home-Working
Contract: Two year fixed-term contract, part-time (14 hours p/w including occasional evenings and weekends)
Salary: £25,000 to £28,000 pro rata
Closing date for applications: 8 December 2023
Application pack is available via the Synod office office@urcyorkshire.org.uk






			Programme Manager (Church Life Review)
Based: London/Hybrid
Contract: 18 Months, two-year fixed-term, full-time (35 hours per week)
Salary: Circa £60,000
Closing date for applications: 5 January 2024

























									Office Assistant - Thames North Synod 
Based: London (King’s Cross)
Contract: Permanent, full-time
Salary: £20,000 – £22,000
Closing date for applications: 15 December 
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	Unsubscribe
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	The United Reformed Church, Church House, 86 Tavistock Place, London, WC1H 9RT
Tel: 020 7916 2020  Email: urc@urc.org.uk



	The United Reformed Church was created by church unions in 1972, 1981 and 2000, facilitated by Acts of Parliament passed in each of those years. It has a number of associated bodies: The United Reformed Church Trust (URC Trust) is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales (Registered Number: 135934); it is also a registered charity (Registration Number: 1133373). The United Reformed Church Ministers’ Pensions Trust Ltd is a limited company registered in England & Wales (Registered Number: 2821011). The United Reformed Church Retired Ministers’ Housing Society Ltd. is a registered Community Benefit Society under the Co-operative & Community Benefit Societies Act 2014, regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Number 15986R). The Registered Office for all the aforementioned bodies is Church House, 86 Tavistock Place, London, WC1H 9RT. 
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Stand in solidarity with churches in Holy Land


 


 


This Advent, Commitment for Life, the United Reformed Church’s global justice programme, invites 


all to act in solidarity with church partners in the Holy Land by NOT lighting the 2nd Advent candle, 
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