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At the risk of a new bit of jargon, itÕs really ÔanthroposummismÕ (people as 

pinnacle) that does the most harm: that we are in every way on top, in the best 

place, in control, looking down on everything that has breath, all our fellow 

stakeholders in the rainbow covenant of God with Ôall fleshÕ and with the Earth. 

Everything is expendable. Nothing is conceded the dignity of personhood. Or 

a soul, whatever we mean by that. But we depend on what we destroy. 

Even when thereÕs official agreement, that Ôsomething must be doneÕ we 

march the bishops and moderators up to the top of the hill and down again 

without that extra push over the summit to the vista of a different perspective: 

indeed, to any vision of the future at all other than finding ways, for a few 

more years, of doing, saying, thinking praying the same unrecyled, repurposed 

things. WhoÕs going to give that shove? WhoÕs going to risk their career? 

WhoÕs going to pick up the pieces if a friend does so? And if you think IÕm 

wrong, please prove me wrong. IÕll thank God. 

Is the adoption of aspirational net-zero targets, without wholeheartedly 

preaching that these are a response of faith, in this category, or is it something 

far more hopeful? What do you think? But donÕt waste your time with net-zero 

in week-day meetings unless youÕre preaching it on Sundays too, giving it all 

youÕve got. 

In the holy city of Glasgow, where the circus of COP26 came to town, 

and where, for me, the final unambiguously causal jigsaw-pieces were 

convincingly put in place between observed devastation and planned injustice 

protected by terrified powerÉ 

Éin Glasgow there was a gathering called the Poverty Truth Commission. 

They realised you canÕt, from a position of privilege, with integrity or 

effectiveness, deal with poverty without consulting those who experience it. 

Their mantra, which we now hear in the voices of the fragile life and 

personalities of the Earth is this: 
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Kickback is useful, though, if only as an insight into what folk are clinging 

on to. The flaws will be there if you look closely, usually in the potty premises 

on which competent rhetoric and skillful reasoning is based, but few onlookers 

will know that. And if, in a given congregation, youÕre the first one to speak 

clearly what should be Ôpublic domain insightsÕ, then youÕre likely to attract 

the slings and arrows, because youÕre Ôpushing your ownopinionÕ. And nice 

people donÕt do that. 

How grateful we should be to Donald Trump for his apocryphal unmasking 

of the beautiful game of dialogue where the outcome doesnÕt matter, with the 

platitude that there are Ôvery fine people on both sidesÕ. Even the BBC has 

claimed to have moved on from balancing climate disaster with denialism. 

IÕve had rank pulled at me, not only on whether a preacher has the right to 

take GodÕs love in the sending of the Sole Heir as for the Earth rather than 

solely for human society [John 3:16], but also by the absurdity of when retired 

academics, who, having sold their souls and reputations to fossil fuels [cf CO2 

coalition] are quoted back by someone who likes to appear ÔeminentÕ because 

ÔYou bring nothing but gloom and doom and we should be about hopeÕ. 

But itÕs Ôfaith, hope and loveÕ, as well as Ôcourage, faith and cheerfulnessÕ 

that are the observable rewards seen in otherwise ÒpowerlessÓ congregations 

who really get their teeth into action. The ÔHallelujah anywayÕ of liberation 
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movements recycled into the still- joyful rabbleÕs cry for help that Jesus 

refused to silence: ÒHosanna anyway: God help usÉ anyway!Ó 
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This paper concerns just such shackles, including a largely dominant 

narrative that the only available future for churches is decline and irrelevance, 

to which responses vary from fantasies of unredeemed evangelical renewal to 

dutiful palliative care. But with the urgency of eco-crises, even that grim future 

is blown away. Like the legendary Celtic missionaries adrift without rudders, 

itÕs time to try floating on faith! 

So why are churches still worried about protecting, rather than blowing their 

reserves? Is that a naked conflict-of-interest statement? Yes, my ministry is 

ÔblowingÕ Ð IÕm a full-time court jester of climate crisis. So bless the URC for 

this! But also bless each church that risks inviting me. WeÕre in times when no 

one should be expected to carry the burden of a Ôlone voiceÕ. 

In days of multi-layered eco-crises itÕs difficult to get through a day without 

Bad News dropping into my inbox, with the choice of despair or faith. ThatÕs 

not always easy. Some reports stop me in my tracks, and IÕm trying to make 

spiritual provision for when we reach 1.5 degrees, which is in the offing while 

IÕm still in post. My daughter temporarily lost the use of her legs when the UN 

declared it was Ôcode red for humanityÕ. 

The roads to Damascus and Emmaus both are quite well-trodden, and of 

course, when we speak in tongues of one sort or another, these are subject 

to the discernment of the worshipping community, but they need to get there 

rather than being pre-filtered. 

But thereÕs certainly a self-destructive demon abroad in the (post-war?) 

endless Ôslagging offÕ of religion which, in the UK context, comes over as 

Ôforget this Christianity crapÕ. Religion is what makes available, to those 

outside the elites, the resources of spirituality and spiritual resilience which 

weÕre certainly going to need for the rest of our lives. ÔGive them lotsÕ Ð but 

only the good stuff! And recycle, enlist, repurpose all the constitutive stories 

weÕll take to our deathbeds. 

The Bush is not fireproof. ItÕs blazing. On the brink of destruction, but 

simply, for now, not quite ÔconsumedÕ. The House on the Rock was flooded, 

soaked, stinking, but just not quite washed away. But neither builder could 

snap their fingers and ÔfixÕ the climate. It was God, not Noah, who promised 
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not to destroy EarthÕs life. And the miracle of Jonah was less to do with 

those charming, cetacean transport options than that a culture took notice of 

warnings Ð even though they didnÕt grasp them Ð and changed course. Never 

mind Sodom and Gomorrah [Matt 10:15], itÕll certainly be more bearable for 

Nineveh on the Day of Judgement than any of our cities! Isaiah railed against 

the desecration of the self- evident holiness of trees by abusive cults, not the 

trees such as those under which Abram and Sarah encountered God; and for 

Jeremiah the pollution of moral injustice was as a matter of course reflected in 

the desecration and devastation of the land. [As an aside, itÕsstill an article of 

faith for climate denial that this connection must be invalid: that human activity 

cannot be responsible for ÔnaturalÕ disaster]. When the Wisdom of Solomon 

was actually described [1 Kings 4:33] it turned out to be ecological: trees, 

animals, birds, creeping things and fish! But sermon culture prefers to give him 

glory for his intervention in the tragedy of neonatal death amongst trafficked 

women [1 Kings 3:16Ð28], in which he does nothing to challenge the culture 

of enslavement. 

Jesus, in the life-filled wilderness, was with the wildlife [Mark 1:13] 

alongside those other fellow-creatures, angels, who kept him going. The Sower 

discovered that allowing for wildlife and wildflowers was the only way to 

the best crop. Micah [6:1-2] heard how Creation holds us to account as the 

preamble to doing justice and loving mercy, and if the fruit-tree [Luke 13] 

didnÕt produce after all that manure, it damned well got dug up. ÔGodÕs in 

chargeÕ, said Satan [Matt 4:5]: ÔYou donÕt have to worry about climate change 

Ð now-jump off like a good boy!Õ And when Jesus taught the disciples to pray 

[ Matt 6:10 ] did he remind them to include prayer for the climate as well as 

the soil? Or is that what the WildWind [John 3] is saying to the Churches: pray 

each day for Earth and Heaven both. Soil and Sky both. For the ÒKingdom of 

HeavenÓ is the ÒWay the Sky Should Be RuledÓ. 

The single-use, infinite-growth, defensive superlatives (great-est, high-est 

ever-lasting, always) which weÕve prostituted as concluding punctuation to 

formal ÔprayersÕ, obscure the Old and New Testament consciousness of a 

succession of finite ages, of the fragility of all life, and especially of the 

Holocene balance which has cradled almost all human culture and religious 

traditions. It fits, it works, donÕt be afraid of the connections of poetic 

reasoning when logic alone might lead only to despair. A textual analysis 
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might be a foundation for, but is a very long way from having preacher the 

Word. 

We turn up our noses at a Ôbondage to decayÕ though happy to be nourished 

by bread, cheese, and wine. But like the ÔbondageÕ of slavery, is the problem 

an abusive relationship of the haemorrhage of goodness, rather than of the 

processes by which goodness is circulated to the generations of Life? 

And thereÕs colossal divine irony as, through human agency, Jesus is 

welcomed by branches (Palm Sunday Ð when branches of local trees rather 

than alien imports might get through) before being made one with the Tree of 

Life. 

And then thereÕs the great Commission of the Risen Christ in Mark, which 

has accompanied the church through centuries of persecution and turmoil, to be 

Good News to Ôevery creatureÕ (thanks, King James!) or ÔAll CreationÕ, which 

was first discarded by the pomposity of text critics and then hopelessly diluted 

by the well-meaning missiology of the Good News Bible to Òall peopleÓ. 

For Jesus is both incarnate into and ascended into a unified Creation of 

Heaven-and- Earth, sky-and-soil. Because to suggest otherwise is science 

fiction, rather than Biblical faith, which ÔworksÕ when we approach humbly, 

on foot, authenticating our faith with terrestrial, visceral experience rather than 

distracted by academic flights of astronomical fantasy. Of course, Heaven is 

a ÔdomeÕ. ThatÕs the way the sky looks and itÕs amazing the lengths modern 

church writers seem to be prepared to go to divorce the experience of sky from 

whatever else ÒheavenÓ needs to mean. The prepositions of the New Testament 

(up to heaven) always reassert the identity. 

Our churches love to act. It gives them meaning, deepens their faith, 

multiplies their joy. And theyÕre longing for the chance to fall in love with 

Creation, though they live brutally chaperoned by Ôcommon senseÕ and 

ÔprudenceÕ. They labour under generations of inertia and intimidation, the 

imperial appropriation of the allegiance due to God. The legacy of 

Enlightenment Ð intimidation of spirituality and denial of non-human 

relatedness Ð is a denial which deprives Scripture of meaning. But we are 

enslaved to the expected idiom. 

In my days of training, I led worship on Easter Sunday for a congregation 

in the Rhondda valley. The church was built to seat 500. The assembly now 

numbered five. I suggested we gather around the communion table, rather than 
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pulpit and distant pews. ÒDonÕt know Ôbout that,Ó said one,ÒWe might get into 

trouble!Ó 

Five years into a special-category ministry in which, scandalously, IÕve 

become a practitioner without having time to be a (specialist) student, IÕm 

realising what a great picture of British churches that was. 

For five years now, IÕve been visiting local churches and talking to 

denominations. The toe in the door has been ÔCare for creationÕ (note the 

lower-case noun). The dominant generation grew up with ÔAll things bright 

and beautifulÕ and even career theologians are prepared to offer a grudging nod 

of approval, for surely the chief purpose of Creation is to teach us about God? 

Or for our benefit? 

ThatÕs the way we insist on reading Genesis 2:18-22 -presenting fellow 

creatures as rejected participants in a speed-date session, and sometimes as 

if they were only rustled up for the occasion when, like the pre-existent 

and repurposed rainbow of Gen 9:13, itÕs the relationship that is ÒcreatedÓ. 

The ÔnamingÕ of fellow beings, which we otherwise undertake with love and 

wonder at the birth of a child, is the beginning of relationship, though IÕm sure 

some preacher somewhere leapt ahead and merged the pre-gendered Adam 

with Linnaeus: classifying, rather than naming. 

In a marginal, icing-on-the-cake ministry such as mine, any millimetre of 

shift is a win. And so, grandparents concerned about their posterity are most 

warmly welcome along too. Even if I remind them that if theyÕre planning to 

live another five years or so, theyÕre involved just as much. 

I asked colleagues at a ministry conference just to try spelling Earth with a 

capital letter. To see what that does to the way we think. For English speakers, 

daringly rebelling against the grammar-nazi use of the othering pronoun ÒitÓ 

rather than ÒheÓ, ÒsheÓ, or ShakespeareÕs non-gender-specific pronoun ÒtheyÓ, 

is another great game of discovery, similar to that which a previous generation 

began with the militant use of ÔsheÕ for the Holy Spirit, and the realisation 

that ÔmanÕ hasnÕt been generic for generations. WeÕre not in charge, and have 

no big stick. We wonÕt achieve perfection, but we have nothing to lose in 

modelling the Church we need to be more of. Relying on the grace of God. 
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the Ôpits,Õ another hell, where many more men died, buried alive on too many 

occasions. 

The earth exploited for profit, the men just another commodity to exploit and 

create profit for the landowners. 

Many rainy days and cold evenings I grew up snuggled in my grandadÕs 

arms, in front of a fire that was never allowed to go out, and listened to the 

stories he told me, stories that mesmerised and enchanted me. There was not a 

book in the house, bar two old and huge family Bibles, that recorded the dates 

of birth and death of each side and member of the family. 

My grandfather was both the book and the story, and the stories he told were 

always stories of the land, of farming, fishing, hunting, harvesting, gathering 

and gleaning, of animals, wild and domestic. Of the mystery and beauty of 

living in harmony with the earth and all its bountiful goodness. He was an 

uneducated walking, talking encyclopaedia of all things in the natural realm. 

My father inherited his love of ÔcreationÕ and passed it on to me too, but 

fatherÕs knowledge was supplemented by the hundreds of natural history books 

he devoured. Consequently, I too am a child of the soil. My spiritual roots are 

in living in harmony with the land and the seasons. 
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In recent years I have come to the realisation that my grandfather was 

amongst the last in many millennia to be taught knowledge, not through the 

supposedly enlightened modern tradition of academia, but by the very last 

horsemen who learnt their craft by oral tradition and by living in harmony 

with the land and horses. They were, for the most part, illiterate men, Ôhorse 

whisperersÕ who could work supposed magic with their horses. 

How do you teach a 14-year-old slip of a lad to calm an agitated shire horse 

standing eight feet tall to the tip of their ears and weighing about one ton? From 

a book? 

Their ÔknowledgeÕ they passed from father to son, mother to daughter, 

master to apprentice, an osmosis and transformation of imbibed and sometimes 

unspoken gifts, rooted in their being, knowledge carried, embodied in who they 

were, as much as in their doing. Grandad also told me that most horsemen 

would know a couple of hundred hedgerow remedies with which to cure their 

horses from many ailments. 

To equate illiteracy with ignorance is the folly of the privileged and 

educated. These people, living in the agrarian age, knew instinctively when to 

plough, when to sow, when to harvest; they felt the earth, the land, beneath 

their boots, and acted upon that embodied wisdom in ways which modern, fast-

food farming methods have no knowledge of: it has been lost, erased, despised 

and desecrated2. 

Mechanisation and capitalism not only erased co-operation and harmony 

with the earth, land and animals, for increased yields, profit and the 

exploitation of both humanity and the earth. It erased the very substance of 

this knowledge of how to live, in harmony and co-operation with the earth. We 

have watched our natural native species of wild-life Ð animals, insects, birds 

and plants Ð decimated by this so-called ÔprogressÕ. 

About the same time as I was forced to cease seeing my grandparents, I had 

an equally formative experience. My stepfather was a ÔconnoisseurÕ of early, 

original US blues music. I was an atheist at heart, the dark, cold Victorian faith 

of my grandfather scared me away from God and church, but in hearing the 

early blues recordings, the hairs on my body stood on end, I had goose bumps, 

a visceral connection: I had found, as an alienated, queer child, my tribe, my 

people, my song and a home. 

I did not know why or how, but my connection to the blues and to the story 
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of the blues was one I related to Ð a bitter life-experience of alienation and 

oppression Ð though at that tender age I had not the means nor language to 

express my inner pain. The blues, ÔThe DevilÕs music.Õ3 In my early teens 

I educated myself about slavery: the bloody, tragic, evil history of colonial 

and Imperial exploitation, all sanctioned and justified in GodÕs name. From 

there, with the help of enthusiastic and ÔwokeÕ (well before their time) history 

teachers, I threw myself into the study of the Civil Rights Movement, which 

had coincided with my birth and coming of age. 

The writings of Martin Luther King and Malcom X were my teenage 

companions as I struggled through social ostracism for my queerness. I felt 

their struggle in my own body, I understood their battle with the oppressor, 

though I had not the self- awareness to articulate my own alienation and 

oppression by empirical Christianity4. 

I began to hate Christianity and everything it stood for. In 1976, aged 17, 

I saw Dee BrownÕs ÔBury My Heart at Wounded Knee.Õ
5� I bought it and 

devoured it, and my growing realisation that the white man, the Christian, the 

Colonialist and Empire had committed genocide against all who resisted their 

Dominion. The forced marches of indigenous peoples from their homelands by 

white supremacists both foreshadowed and paved a way for the Holocaust. By 

tearing these native people from their lands, and marching them thousands of 

miles, they began the erasure of a people, culture, language, and the knowledge 

of living in harmony and co-operation with the earth. Just who were the 

savages? 

In so doing, they sowed the seeds of the ecological disaster and tragedy 

this generation both face and are footing the bill for. It is our children, this 

current generation, who are having to finally face the reckoning and pay the 

horrific price for exploiting both the earth and its indigenous peoples, the 

very ones who once lived in harmony with the earth, giving back as much as 

they ever took from it6. I understood this erasure of indigenous peoples and 

their knowledge in the light of the deep personal experience and grief of my 

grandfather, who saw an entire way of a life, and a whole people-group, erased 

by the tragedies of war, industrialisation, capitalism, and greed: the poisoned 

fruit of Empire and capitalism. 

My rebellion against all authority now became a raging fire of burning anger 

against my own nation, race, people, and culture. I ran away from home, to live 
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in squats in south-west London, at the same time as reggae and Rastafarianism 

hit the city, which took root and birthed local expression in the communities 

I frequented, especially Brixton, a centre for the Jamaican and West Indian 

diaspora. I imbibed the sacred herb, soaked in the history, language and culture 

of black consciousness and its longings for spiritual and physical freedom from 

tyranny and oppression, white Dominion. I grew my dreadlocks and found 

faith in Rastafari. 

Christianity I could not accept, for its part in the justification of and 

collaboration in slavery, invasion, conquest, Dominion, and genocide. 

Rastafari, and its message of Exodus from the white oppressor, Dominion and 

the Babylon System, was where my heart, mind and body seemed to belong, 

but I was white and queer in a black manÕs world7. 

Five years of total despair and hopelessness of belonging nowhere, I was 

left starving, begging and homeless on the streets of Old Delhi, India. Lying, 

dying, in a gutter outside a Jain Temple, I encountered Jesus for the first time. 

Forty-two years later, I am still a stumbling, faltering, broken, disciple of 

Jesus. For forty years I have wrestled with the bitterness of a deeply personal 

faith in Jesus, a man who seems to bear no likeness to the religion that has 

consumed me, used me, and spat me out as queer, as a trans-femme disciple 

of Christ. I struggle to bridge the great gulf between the life and teachings of 

Jesus, and the religion that has appropriated his name. I still find the disconnect 

too great, too jarring, too irreconcilable. I am an exile, an outsider, a stranger, 

and alien within my own religion. 

I simply do not understand ÔChristianity.Õ I am exhausted from trying to 

understand it and trying to fit in to a religion that, for the most part, has sought 

to erase gender- transgressing people like me8. 

I see Christ in every slave, in every indigenous person, in everyone 

oppressed by religious judgements, practices and policies that condemn, 

exclude, reject and demonise queer folks like me. The intersectionality and 

history of indigenous and queer folks beneath the crushing weight of 

ChristendomÕs Dominion is both immediate, visceral and tragic. Our erasure is 

but the inevitable consequence of Dominion-ism9. 

Recent years in the US (2014 Ð 2023) have seen the unfolding horror, 

tragedy and evil of Christian nationalism and fundamentalism, a mutating 

strain of white supremacy masquerading as Christian faith, which 
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systematically seeks to legislate against and erase transgender people from 

their communities and society. The theology behind this, in the form of 

conferences, books and online resources, all flying under the banner of 

Christian faith, has also now taken root in UK church and political culture and 

action. 

It is no exaggeration that many sincere, informed, well-researched, and 

devout Christian trans, intersex and non-binary people feel, see and believe 

elements of Christian so-called ÔorthodoxyÕ that wants to erase us from both 

the church and from society. Legislation and Conversion Therapy are their 

tools, their theological justification; Dominion-ism by means of ÔConversion 

theology, theory and therapy.Õ10 

Simultaneously we have seen the exposure of the poisoned root and ÔfruitÕ 

of colonialism come to light in the mass graves of the indigenous children who 

suffered and died through CanadaÕs program of ÔAssimilation.Õ Again, this was 

a Christian- rooted and funded attempt to erase a people, a language, a culture, 

and to subsume a people into white nationalism. A systematic, institutional and 

structural violence of ÔConversion TherapyÕ, all founded in the principle of 

Dominion-ism. 

These mass graves of nameless, faceless children are the poisoned ÔfruitÕ of 

Dominion-ism; of policies and practises of erasure, by means of conversion 

theology, theory and Ôtherapy.Õ11 

Empire and Colonialism, under the sanction of Church, and in GodÕs name, 

have left indigenous and queer peoples oppressed and marginalised in almost 

every country that has been Christianised. They / we remain relatively 

powerless, without political representation or financial backing to protest and 

protect their homelands, language and culture from further exploitation by 

the unrestrained and crushing capitalism that Empire and Colonialism have 

created. 

Even today in the US, Dominion-ism as a theology, theory, law and practice, 

remains enshrined in State legislation and practice, and empowers multi-

national corporations to continue to steal and plunder natural resources. 

Common and precious minerals, water and oil are exploited now from land 

which was once under the gentle, effective, pastoral care of indigenous 

peoples, living in co-operation and harmony in a delicate and carefully 

balanced relational dynamic with the land, that reverenced the earth and all its 
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manifest goodness. In some cases, these multi- nationals invade and destroy 

the land and water sources that indigenous peoples are still reliant upon, and 

guardians of. In every case they poison, pollute and destroy the delicate and 

fragile eco-systems that ensure the harmony and co-operation of the human, 

animal and plant life that have existed for millennia, with no other objective 

than exploitation, greed, profit, Dominion-ism12. 

Beneath all this Dominion-ism is a white euro-centric supremacy of such 

short- sighted arrogance that is destroying the very foundations of its own 

existence in a total disregard of human life and the fragile eco-systems we 

depend upon for survival, from using insecticides fatal to bees, upon whom we 

are all dependent for successful crops and fruit, to the extraction of mineral 

resources that poison and pollute earth, water, and sky. 

We need to pinpoint Dominion-ism for the curse that it is upon both 

humanity and the earth, but also recognise it is the motivating spirit, force and 

energy behind both capitalist exploitation of people as a commodity to produce 

profit for the already obscenely rich, and the destruction of the earth, water and 

skies. We need to recognise too that Dominion-ism, whether acknowledged 

or not, is the principle, motivation and dynamic behind ChristendomÕs fatal 

obsession with ÔConversiontheology, theory, therapy and practicesÕ, even 

within the conservative evangelical world13. 

Without Dominion-ism and Conversion theology and therapy, we would 

not have programs of ÔAssimilationÕ, the resulting mass graves of children 

in Canada, and the deliberate plan to erase indigenous and queer peoples, 

cultures, and languages; and within these, the erasure of wisdom embodied and 

passed from one generation to the next, of living in co-operation and harmony 

with the natural world. 

To simplify and conclude, I argue that Dominion-ism is a perversion and 

corruption of faith in Christ Jesus, and that it is a dark, demonic and destructive 

principle and force that does not recognise the sanctity of all life, nor reverence 

it, but instead seeks to Ôassimilate, erase and subsumeÕ life into its own 

parasitic nature and being; the furtherance of Empire, power and Dominion. 

If something can ever be described or attributed as being ÔSatanicÕ within 

Christendom, then I would argue Dominion-ism is just that. 

What is the answer, what is the antidote, to the fatal self-destructive 
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psychodynamics and power dynamics embedded in Dominion-ism, and 

Christendom as Empire? 

I donÕt think we have to look very far at all to see the answer. Patriarchy 

is fundamental to Dominion-ism: they are totally integral and dependent upon 

each other. White, heteronormative, male dominance is just one hall mark of 

Patriarchy and an essential and integral part of Dominion-ism. 

If the gospels of Matthew, Luke and Mark reflect and shape the masculine 

energy of Christian history, theology and action, then, for me, the gospel 

of John reflects the feminine energy and lives which would have surely 

surrounded John. John does not come across in any way as a stereotypical, 

ÔAlphaÕ male. 

It is not surprising to me that Matthew, Mark, and Luke do not even record 

one of JesusÕ greatest and final lessons to his disciples. It is left to JohnÕs 

gospel, which I see as very much the womenÕs Gospel (if we recognise the 

significance and lasting influence of Mary, Mother of Jesus, as resident in 

JohnÕs home, and as a figure around whom the women in the early church 

would have both gravitated, sharing their lives, stories, and theology.) Their 

positive influence upon John and ÔhisÕ gospel, are I believe, totally overlooked. 

The story and theology, impact and reality of Jesus washing feet, is, I believe, 

the heart and mind of true Christian Orthopraxy, and the perfect antidote to 

Dominion-ism and its ÔOrthodoxyÕ. 

In Jesus washing feet, in all those who truly follow Christ washing feet, we 

see the total perversion that Dominion-ism is: exposed, in contrast, as a hollow, 

yet bloody and terrorising counterfeit. 

To wash feet is to both serve those we are called to love, and to listen to 

them. As we wash feet and listen to those God places before us, we learn from 

them. As we wash feet we are honouring and reverencing each person, tribe 

and nation; each equally precious in GodÕs sight and made in their image. 

In listening to the indigenous and native peoples of the world, in washing 

their feet, in listening to them and learning from them, we demonstrate the true 

nature of Christ and of the Gospel. 

My experiences through childhood with my grandfather, his love, 

storytelling and knowledge, are what have helped save and shape my life.

My experience of early US blues singers and musicians, my journey into the 

history of slavery and the Civil Rights Movement, is the bedrock of my faith.
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My experience of Rastafari and black consciousness as a reality rather than an 

intellectual, abstract or theoretical concept, was my birth as a spiritually aware 

person, and was my introduction to Christ through the Rasta prophets, poets 

and singers (into which my family is married) who referenced him as authentic 

and authoritative. My experience as transfemme, allied to black, latin and 

indigenous transwomen, has exposed me directly to Dominion-ismÕs inherent 

oppression and erasure, and to certain streams of conservative evangelical faith 

who are campaigning for the erasure of trans people from society through 

legislative means. 

This essay is my attempt to expose the evil of Dominion-ism and its part in 

destroying both people, and the earth, and to propose that nothing less than its 

exposure and renunciation can save this planet, and the most vulnerable people 

on it, of which I am one. The solution is I believe simple, yet the greatest 

challenge the church has yet faced: to renounce ego and return to the beautiful, 

liberating, life-giving model of Christ, as embodied in the spirit of washing the 

feet of all whom the church is called to serve. 
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2. My definitions of climate justice and climate change has followed that 

offered by the Christian Aid Working Group comprising of Black Majority 

church leaders, theologians and activists. 
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9. In 1894 Mojola Agbebi as a cultural nationalist changed his name from 
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David Brown Vincent to Agbebi and wore African clothing to show his pride 

in African culture. He also engaged in systematic study of African Religions 

and culture. 
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exacerbated the effects of climate change. In particular, historic and ongoing 

forms of colonialism have helped to increase the vulnerability of specific 

people and places to the effects of climate change.An excerpt from the section 

runs thus: 
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�'=='��?*�4$,W�connecting colonial legacies to climate injustice, points 

to how this created a problem of ÔimbalanceÕ wherein it is not that there is 

ignorance of poverty, but the subsummation to a culture of disposability that 

ensures that there is no political or moral will to transform a system that keeps 

some poor and others rich.14 

The abundant  literature shows how complicit churches have been in 

propagating this system because of a political choice for the search of wealth 

and profit (Mammon), and thus turned away from the face of God. The 
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most horrendous manifestation of which was the Papal Bull, the Doctrine 

of Discovery, which established a religious, political, and legal justification 

for colonization and seizure of land not inhabited by Christians. Two papal 

bulls, in particular, stand out the first, issued by Pope Nicholas V  ÒRomanus 

PontifexÓ in 1455, granting the Portuguese a monopoly of trade with Africa 

and authorizing the enslavement of local people;  and the second, issued by 

Pope Alexander VI , the Papal Bull ÒInter CaeteraÓ in 1493 to justify Christian 

European explorersÕ claims on land and waterways they allegedly discovered, 

and promote Christian domination and superiority, and has been applied in 

Africa, Asia, Australia, New Zealand, and the Americas. I turn to Zimbabwe 

again to show the lasting effects of this, where many institutionalised Christian 

churches have significant land holdings, with major investments linked to 

agriculture, as well as other businesses. Some of these holdings were inherited 

from the colonial era.  This is only one example, and I refer the reader to the 

amazing work done by other scholars, particularly historians and theologians 

of colour in documenting this. 
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particularly in the British colonies, mission centres provided hospitals and 

introduced an element of research in the quest to eliminate certain illnesses 

that had afflicted societies for a long time, such as malaria. If they consulted 

indigenous epistemologies that is yet to be determined, for this knowledge 

also existed. Nevertheless, mortality rates certainly dropped with improved 
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became trading posts and eventually towns that provided and promoted trade, 

and in the process standardized the nature of trade and commerce. All these 

KNR��w���?55,5*�E7?<���%'



had their benefits. But we must hear Ngugi and his rejection of Christianity 

alongside the other Cs and ask whether he had a point. 
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passage was critical in teaching temperance in the use of alcoholic brews The 

missionaries were vehemently opposed to alcohol for any who professed to 

follow the faith. 

The net result was that a section of the community became alienated. In 

these societies, life was a communal affair and therefore social constructs 

were also communal. These functioned around rites and ceremonies, most of 

which revered or at least invoked the ancestors in worship. The process of 

Christianization sought to eliminate this connection, labelling it as pagan and 

contrary to the Christian way of living. Christianity through the missionary 

teachings introduced parallel ways of living and a separate set of rites, such 

as attendance at Sunday worship services which included sacraments such as 

the LordÕs Table. These must have equally perplexed the local communities 

because the thought of drinking someone elseÕs blood must have sounded very 

pagan too. With this the societal structures began to pull apart. It must have 

led to further divisions and a breakdown of societal and communal norms and 

structures that had previously held the community together. 
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�5&� ><�5=,>,75,5*� age groups. He considered the loss and lack of these 

in contemporary society and began to ask if some of our identity crisis and 

displacement was due to their absence. That began the Rites of Passage 

Experiences (ROPES) programme in Nairobi churches that sought to bring the 

principles and ethics of the traditional rites of passage into the African church 

settings. The combination of scriptural teaching and traditional wisdom, 

including the place of community, was seen as a transformational revelation in 

the church. 
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is committed to the transforming power of the gospel and grounded 

in the supreme authority of Scripture will always be scrutinising its 

practices through these complementary lenses.Ó6 

�+�>� ,=�>+'�:7=,>,75�>+'�%+?<%+�G5&=� ,>='3)��*�,5�>7&�E[���%'&�

C,>+�>+'�%+�33'5*'=�7)� ,5';?�3,>E��5&�E'>�%�<<E,5*�>+'�$�55'<�

7)W�i75'��7<&W�75'�)�,>+W�75'�$�:>,=4_�75'�	7&��5&���>+'<�7)��33W�

C+7� ,=� 7B'<� �33� �5&� >+<7?*+��33� �5&� ,5� �33WjB,,� ,=� =+'�C,33,5*� >7�

)�%'�+'<='3)�,5�3,*+>�7)�=%<,:>?<'\��+'��')7<4�>,75�>�?*+>�?=�>+'�

C�E[��5&�,)�>+'�%+?<%+�,=�C,33,5*�>7�&7�=7�75%'��*�,5W�=+'�%�5�

$'��==?<'&�7)�$',5*�=?<<7?5&'&�$E�=7�*<'�>�%37?&�7)�C,>5'=='=�

=?%+��=�>+'��:7=>3'=��5&�<')7<4'<=�C+7�+�B'�:�B'&�>+'�C�E�)7<�

?=[��>�$'+77B'=�?=��=�
'$<'C=�KLV�K�=�E=W�i>7�<?5�C,>+�'5&?<�5%'�

>+'�<�%'�='>�$')7<'�?=j[�

)( "( ��)-����)(�"&"�/")(�

�� :<74,5'5>� :'<=75�3,>E� <'%'5>3E� =:72'� �$7?>� >+'� %+�33'5*'�

>+'� +?4�5� +'�<>� ,=� )�%,5*� ,5� >+'� C7<3&� >7&�EW� �5&� +7C� 7?<�

*'5'<�>,75� ,=� =37C3E� 37=,5*� ,>=� �$,3,>E� >7� '4:�>+,='� C,>+� >+'�

:<7$3'4=� :'7:3'� �<'� 'D:'<,'5%,5*[� �?%+� �� %75%3?=,75� ,=�

?5&'<=>�5&�$3'W�C+'5�75'�%75=,&'<=�>+'�5?4$'<�7)�><�*'&,'=�

,5�>+'�<'%'5>�:�=>��5&�+7C�)<';?'5>3E�>+'E�7%%?<[��+'��'$<?�<E�

LJLM� '�<>+;?�2'� ,5� �E<,�� �5&� �?<2'E� +�&� >�2'5� 7B'<� NJWJJJ�

3,B'=�$E�>+'�>,4'�7)�C<,>,5*[��+,=� ,=��347=>�M�E'�<=�>7�>+'�&�>'�

C+'5�������KS�C�=�7)G%,�33E��557?5%'&��=��5�':,&'4,%�C+,%+�

�>� 75'� :7,5>� C�=� %3�,4,5*� 7B'<� KJWJJJ� 3,B'=� �� &�E� ,5� =74'�

%7?5><,'=�7)��?<7:'��5&��7<>+��4'<,%�[��5�$'>C''5�>+'='�>C7W�

�?==,��,5B�&'&��2<�,5'�3'�&,5*�>7���=,*5,G%�5>�37==�7)�3,B'=��5&�

?5;?�5>,G�$3'�&�4�*'�>7�>+'��2<�,5,�5�,5)<�=><?%>?<'[��+�>�,5�

�?55,5*�E7?<���%'��w��KOO



>?<5� 3'&� >7� *37$�3� =+7<>�*'=� 7)� *<�,5� �5&� �� =:,2'� ,5� >+'� %7=>�

7)�*�=W�:<'%,:,>�>,5*���*37$�3�'%7574,%�<'%'==,75[��375*=,&'�,>�

57C� ,=� �� )�4,5'� ,5� >+'� 
7<5� 7)� �)<,%�� C,>+� 37==� 7)� 3,B'=� �5&�

3,B'3,+77&=�)7<�4�5E�:'7:3'�,5�>+'�<'*,75[��,>+�=?%+���$�<<�*'�

7)�%�3�4,>,'=W�,>�,=�?5&'<=>�5&�$3'�>+�>�=E4:�>+E��5&�'4:�>+E�

$'%74'� �� &,=>�5>� '47>,75W� �5&� E'>� >+�>� ,=� :�<>3E� C+�>�

&,=>,5*?,=+'=�?=��=�+?4�5=[�

�'� +�B'� ,5=>'�&� $''5� >+<7C5� 75� >+'� 7>+'<� '5&� 7)� >+'�

=:'%><?4[��'� +�B'� $'%74'�47<'� 5�>,75�3,=>,%� >7� =�)'*?�<&�

7?<�$7?5&�<,'=W�47<'�<�%,=>�>7�:<7>'%>�7?<�,&'5>,>EW�*<''&,'<�>7�

='%?<'�7?<�)?>?<'W��5&�47<'�'5><'5%+'&�,5�7?<�:7=,>,75=[��>�+�=�

3'&� >7�:73�<,='&�*37$�3� �5&� 37%�3� %744?5,>,'=[� �5&�57>� 'B'5�

>+'�%+?<%+�+�=�$''5�=:�<'&�)<74�>+,=�C,>+�=74'�7)�>+'�3�<*'=>�

*37$�3� %744?5,75=� =?))'<,5*� )<74� :7==,$3'� G==?<'=� ,5� >+',<�

%75)'&'<�>,75[��7�$<,5*�,>�=:'%,G%�33E�>7�7?<�=?$1'%>�4�>>'<W�C,33�

7?<�<'=:75='�>7�%7375,F�>,75�$'���<'1'%>,75�7)��33�>+�>�,>�$<7?*+>�

�=��*?*,� =74'C+�>�&,&� ,5�:?$3,%3E� <'B72,5*�+,=� %3�,4� >7� >+'�

�+<,=>,�5� )�,>+W� <'1'%>,5*� +,=��'=>'<5� 5�4'� �5&� >+'��'=>'<5�

3�5*?�*'\�

�'�>+'5�4?=>�%75=,&'<�>+'�C7<&=�7)���?3�,5�<'3�>,75�>7��+<,=>�

�5&�
,=�:?<:7='[�

i�7<�+'�+,4='3)� ,=�7?<�:'�%'W�C+7�+�=�4�&'� >+'� >C7�

*<7?:=�75'��5&�+�=�&'=><7E'&�>+'�$�<<,'<W� >+'�&,B,&,5*�

C�33� 7)� +7=>,3,>EW� �$E� ='>>,5*� �=,&'� ,5� +,=� H'=+� >+'� 3�C�

C,>+� ,>=� %744�5&=� �5&� <'*?3�>,75=[� 
,=� :?<:7='� C�=�

>7�%<'�>'� ,5�+,4='3)�75'�5'C�+?4�5,>E�7?>�7)� >+'� >C7W�

>+?=�4�2,5*�:'�%'W��5&� ,5�75'�$7&E�>7� <'%75%,3'�$7>+�

7)� >+'4�>7�	7&� >+<7?*+� >+'�%<7==W�$E�C+,%+�+'�:?>� >7�

&'�>+�>+',<�hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were 
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Decolonisation does not have to end up in division. It does not have to pit 

two sides against each other Ð one offended and one defensive. It does not have 

to focus on what one demands from or owes the other. I suggest it needs to lead 

us to the purpose of Christ Ð which was to create in Himself one new humanity 
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out of the two. That new humanity does not mean we forget the atrocities of 

colonialism by the British government which led to the death of thousands 

of people while fighting for freedom from colonial rule. That new humanity 

does not mean we ignore the cry for reparations to be paid for the loss of lives 

and livelihoods arising from colonialism and in some cases, slavery that was 

abetted by the instruments of the empire. It means that as we pursue justice 

through judicial and social means, we can see beyond that to a greater and more 

satisfying aim Ð a new humanity. 
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�>>,>?&'=�toward nature have largely disappeared. Yet, in other sectors, some 

religious leaders in Africa have returned to their origins to recover the pre-

modern teachings to present them as religious environmental ethics. Perhaps 

it is time for the church in Zambia to join in the fight against environmental 

degradation. Jonathan Kangwa suggests that religion Ð in particular, 

Christianity Ð Òplays a major role in shaping peopleÕÕs perceptions and 

attitudes. Especially the Bible as a sacred text may influence how people see 

the environment and the natural world.Ó6 The biblical mandate of the church 

for environmental care is to commit to the task of promoting a sound and 

healthy environment and to care for people, the poor, the marginalized, wildlife 

species, and plants. It links environmental concerns with social justice issues. 

The two purposes of this care are sustainable development and environmental 

integrity. 
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issues of ecological and economic justice is key. In many African countries, 

churches command a lot of respect in terms of the number of loyal adherents, 

regular meetings, moral leadership, and, at times, the financial capacity to 

help come up with mitigation measures. ÒOn purely pragmatic and functional 

grounds, the role of the church in general and religion in particular, cannot 

be ignored in addressing issues such as poverty, HIV/AIDS, health care to 

the vulnerable, gender-based violence, food security or environmental 

sustainability.Ó9 
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a theology that seeks to bring about justice. The church is a moral force with 

spiritual energy which can contribute to long-term solutions to our complex 

environmental issues. The ecological and economic problems must be dealt 

with, but not only because of the chilling prospects of environmental 

degradation on the horizon; the real motivation must be the quest for authentic 

world-wide solidarity inspired by the values of charity, justice, and the 
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common good. Advocating for ecological and economic justice in this sense 

is a response to GodÕs command to till and keep the land (see Gen. 2:15) that 

God has entrusted to humanity, and it must serve to reinforce the covenant 

between human beings and the environment Ð a covenant that should mirror 

GodÕs, creative love. 
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its interdependence. So how we live together, work together, manage our 

resources together, it all matters to God. Economics is spiritual. 
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�7� >+,=�must be added a growing understanding that the flourishing of 

individuals and�communities can only fully take place in the context of the 

flourishing of all life in creation, which is also desired by God. 
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dioxide (CO2) (shown by the line). The countries with the biggest economies, 

with few exceptions, also have the highest carbon emissions per person. 

Up until now growth has always gone hand in hand with increased 

production of physical goods and increased pollution. There is much talk of 

ÔdecouplingÕ the link between production and emissions, and finding ways to 

produce more goods with fewer emissions, yet this will still involve producing 

more. Supporters of the idea of Ôgreen growthÕ argue that technological change 

will allow economic growth to continue while climate change is brought under 

control. However, this is a colossal task, and one which we do not even know 

to be possible in the fast-closing window before catastrophic temperature rises 

are triggered. 
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live, the demands of productive practices in rural areas, consumption in urban 

areas and its effects on human health and the environment. This process led 

to a slow and active awareness in faith communities of our responsibility to 

Òpromote creation care.Ó 
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