United Reformed Church

Children’s and Youth Work @ Week 4 — September 2023

Acts 9 selected verses — Saul changes
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Watch the cartoon by Marzipan Videos https://youtu.be/CXleDWZRshbl Lok
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Saul saw things in a way that made God sad. He saw Christians as believing something that

was wrong, he saw it as his job to get rid of them or throw them in prison. Ananias saw Saul

as an enemy, someone who was cruel and dangerous. God helped both of them to see

differently, to see things through God’s eyes.

For this activity you will need some cardboard and some felt tip pens, maybe also some tape
and some pipe cleaners. You’re going to make yourself some snazzy God-shaped glasses.
You’ll need to practice a bit with a design — you need to form the word God so that the gaps
in the G and the D fit over where your eyes are. Maybe use a pair of glasses as a template.
Form the letters, then add on a piece of cardboard on each side or a pipe cleaner that will
hook over your ears, like a pair of glasses. Now decorate it, as crazily as you like. If you have
some old glasses, you could even stick the frame shape on the glasses.

As you go out and about this week, let God change the way you look at things. Try to think
about how God would view that situation or that person. As you look at things differently,
you might also find your heart beginning to change.

— =~ A prayer for when you open your eyes in the morning
Jesus, help me see everyone | meet
today in the way you see them — with love and
gentleness. Amen.
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Bible Reading
Acts 9 selected verses — Saul changes

1 In Jerusalem Saul was still trying to frighten the followers of the Lord by

saying he would kill them... 3So Saul went to Damascus. As he came near the city, a bright
light from heaven suddenly flashed around him. 4 Saul fell to the ground. He heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul! Why are you doing things against me?”

5 Saul said, “Who are you, Lord?”

The voice answered, “| am Jesus. | am the One you are trying to hurt. ® Get up now and go
into the city. Someone there will tell you what you must do.”

8 Saul got up from the ground. He opened his eyes, but he could not see. So the men with
Saul took his hand and led him into Damascus. ° For three days Saul could not see, and he
did not eat or drink. ...

17 S0 Ananias went to the house of Judas. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul,
the Lord Jesus sent me. He is the one you saw on the road on your way here. He sent me so

that you can see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Scriptures quoted from the International
Children’s Bible®, copyright © 1986, 1988, 1999, 2015 by Tommy Nelson. Used by permission.

Saul changed and became Paul, the preacher. | wonder what his friends thought?
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