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Numbers 22: 21–35 The unexpected voice  

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Matthew 22: 21–35 The unexpected voice  

 

 

  

 
 

 
A prayer for when you need to use your voice:  
Jesus, help me to speak out and use my voice 
when needed. Help me to have good listening 
ears when needed. Amen.  

 
 

Watch the cartoon Balaam’s Donkey, by Little Disciples Adventure 
Time  
https://youtu.be/yvRs2XD4BPs?si=AQq0kgK-5b0YX5s8 
 
 

It can sometimes be easier to speak through something 
else, such as a teddy or a sock puppet even. This is 
because it can give us courage to say what we want to 
say. Perhaps God thought Balaam would listen better if 
his donkey spoke to him. Make your own sock puppet – I 
wonder what it would say? 
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Numbers 22: 21–35 The unexpected voice  
Balaam and his Donkey 
The next morning, Balaam got up, put a saddle on his donkey, and went with the Moabite 
leaders. God became angry. So the Lord’s angel stood in the road in front of Balaam to 
stop him. When Balaam’s donkey saw the Lord’s angel standing in the road with a sword in his 
hand, the donkey turned from the road and went into the field. Balaam could not see the angel, so he was very 
angry at the donkey. He hit the donkey and forced it to go back on the road. Later, the Lord’s angel stood at a 
place where the road became narrow. There were walls on both sides of the road. Again the donkey saw 
the Lord’s angel. So the donkey walked very close to one wall. This crushed Balaam’s foot against the wall. So 
Balaam hit his donkey again. Later, the Lord’s angel stood at another place where the road became narrow. 
There was no place where the donkey could go around him. It could not turn to the left or to the right. The 
donkey saw the Lord’s angel. So the donkey lay down with Balaam sitting on top of it. Balaam was very angry at 
the donkey. So he hit it with his walking stick. Then the Lord caused the donkey to speak. The donkey said to 
Balaam, “Why are you angry at me? What have I done to you? You have hit me three times!” Balaam answered 
the donkey, “You have made me look foolish. If I had a sword in my hand, I would kill you right now!” But the 
donkey said to Balaam, “Look, I am your donkey. And you know that I have never done this to you before!” “That 
is true,” Balaam said. Then the Lord allowed Balaam to see the angel. The Lord’s angel was standing in the 
road, holding a sword in his hand. Balaam bowed low to the ground. Lord’s angel asked Balaam, “Why did you 
hit your donkey three times? I am the one who came to stop you. Just in time, your donkey saw me and turned 
away from me. That happened three times. Then Balaam said to the Lord’s angel, “I have sinned. I did not know 
that you were standing in the road. If I am doing wrong, I will go back home.” Then the Lord’s angel said to 
Balaam, “No, you can go with these men. But be careful. 
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I wonder when you have heard something unexpected. 
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