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Acts 9: 36–42 Peter raises Dorcas  
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A prayer for when you are surprised:  
Jesus, thank you for the lovely 
surprises which happen. Amen. 

Watch the cartoon, by Saddleback Kids  
https://youtu.be/NxwLZCfQSq0?si=uTcAZ1tYeYH8kqhS 
 
Dorcas also known as Tabitha helped fix her friends’ clothes. If a garment had a hole in 
it, she would sew it up or sew a patch on. She might have taken up trousers and dresses 
which were too long. I wonder if you have any clothes that you could recycle or repair. It 
might be that you need to sew a patch over a hole or sew up a rip. If the clothes are too 
small, could you create something new out of them, like a bag or a picture? 
 
Here is how to make a bag out of a T-shirt. Cut the sleeves off. Cut slits along the 
bottom and tie the strips of fabric together to make a row of knots. These will form the 
bottom of the bag.   
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Peter brings Dorcas back to life 
 

36 In Joppa there was a follower named Tabitha. Her Greek name was 
Dorcas, which means “deer”. She was always doing good things for people and had given 
much to the poor. 37 But she got sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an 
upstairs room. 38 Joppa wasn't far from Lydda, and the followers heard that Peter was there. 
They sent two men to say to him, “Please come with us as quickly as you can!” 39 At once, 
Peter went with them. 
The men took Peter upstairs into the room. Many widows were there crying. They showed 
him the coats and clothes that Dorcas had made while she was still alive. 
40 After Peter had sent everyone out of the room, he knelt down and prayed. Then he turned 
to the body of Dorcas and said, “Tabitha, get up!” The woman opened her eyes, and when 
she saw Peter, she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. 
Peter called in the widows and the other followers and showed them that Dorcas had been 
raised from death. 42 Everyone in Joppa heard what had happened, and many of them put 
their faith in the Lord. 

Copyright © 1995 by American Bible Society For more information about the Contemporary English Version of 

the Bible, visit www.bibles.com and www.cev.bible. 
 

What kind thing could you do right now for someone? 
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