
1 Handout 

United Reformed Church                              Children’s and Youth Work                           Week 3 – July/August  2023 
 

children.youth@urc.org.uk                                                                                                                        www.urc.org.uk 

Nehemiah 2:  God’s in this   
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nehemiah 2:  God’s in this   
 

 
  
 
 

A prayer for when you look at the clock   
 

Throughout the day, I’ll make time to pray.  
Be with me, God.  
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Watch the cartoon https://youtu.be/HdDvqWtVkro  
 
Nehemiah prayed constantly. He listened to God and wanted to do what 
God called him to do, and involved God every step of the way.  
 
You have probably seen before that you can make a communication 
device out of two yogurt pots and a long piece of string. Make a small 
hole in the bottom of each of the yogurt pots and feed each end of the 
piece of string through, making a knot inside each pot to stop the string 
coming back out again. Hold the string taut.  
Give one yogurt pot to a friend and hold one yourself. One of you needs 
to hold the pot to their ear and you both need to make sure the string 
stays stretched taut between you. The other one can talk into their yogurt 
pot and the message will travel down the string to the listener.  
 
Aren’t we lucky that we don’t need to use a telephone or a mobile or 
email or walkie talkies or even a yogurt pot to talk to God. God’s always 
with us and listening to our prayer.  
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Bible Reading 
Nehemiah 2:  God’s in this  
 
 
It was the month of Nisan. It was in the twentieth year King Artaxerxes was king. He wanted some 
wine. So I took some and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before. So the king 
said, “Why does your face look sad? You are not sick. Your heart must be sad.” 
Then I was very afraid. I said to the king, “May the king live forever! My face is sad because the city 
where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins. And its gates have been destroyed by fire.” 
Then the king said to me, “What do you want?” 
First I prayed to the God of heaven. Then I answered the king….. 
 
I went to Jerusalem and stayed there three days. Then at night I started out with a few men. I had not 
told anyone what God had caused me to do for Jerusalem. There were no animals with me except the 
one I was riding. 
 
Then I said to them, “You can see the trouble we have here. Jerusalem is a pile of ruins. And its gates 
have been burned. Come, let’s rebuild the wall of Jerusalem. Then we won’t be full of shame any 
longer.” I also told them how God had been kind to me. And I told them what the king had said to me. 
Then they answered, “Let’s start rebuilding.” So they began to work hard. Scriptures quoted from the 
International Children’s Bible®, copyright ©1986, 1988, 1999, 2015 by Tommy Nelson. Used by permission. 

I wonder what Nehemiah expected to happen ? 
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