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Luke 4: 16-24  - Jesus reads the holy book  
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A prayer for when you see a Bible   
 
Jesus, help me to love and share your 
story  
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Watch the cartoon by Saddleback Kids 
https://youtu.be/aRCcRXsgXVY?si=JZ6zz8LZelrMdbCQ  
 
Jesus was asked to read in the synagogue, the place where the Jewish people 
gathered to pray and to share their faith. It was in the town where he grew up so 
people were really surprised when he said he was the person the passage was 
about. It had been written by Isaiah many years before.  
 
The Old Testament in the Christian Bible is drawn from the Jewish holy scriptures 
or writings, which were written in Hebrew. Why not have a go at writing some 
Hebrew? The name for Jesus in Hebrew is written alongside. It says “Yeshua” 
and means “to save” or “to rescue”. Can you copy it? You will probably try writing 
from left to right, like we do with English. But in Hebrew, they right from right to 
left. So have a go, starting at what looks like the end and writing backwards. How 
about if you do it with paint? 
 
The New Testament is written in Greek which is written from left to right like 
English. Have a go at writing Jesus’ name in Greek: Ἰησοῦς   
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Bible Reading 
Luke 4: 16-21  - Jesus reads the holy book  

Jesus traveled to Nazareth, the town where he grew up. On the                               
Sabbath day he went to the synagogue as he always did. He stood up to 
read. The book of Isaiah the prophet was given to him. He opened the book and 
found the place where this is written: 

 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me.   He has chosen me to tell good news to the 
poor. He sent me to tell prisoners that they are free and to tell the blind that they 
can see again. He sent me to free those who have been treated badly and to 
announce that the time has come for the Lord to show his kindness.” 

Jesus closed the book, gave it back to the helper, and sat down. As everyone in 
the synagogue watched him closely,  he began to speak to them. He said, 
“While you heard me reading these words just now, they were coming true!” 
Copyright © 2006 by Bible League international. Used with permission.  

I wonder what people thought when Jesus said this. 
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