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Luke 5: 1-11 – A surprising catch  
  Watch this short video   https://youtu.be/8XTzFhILtyY?si=zrbjj-frHU_8_2Fu  
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A prayer for when you need to do something 

challenging   

 

God, be with me and help me do surprising 

things today. Amen 
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This week’s story is about Jesus asking the disciples to do something that they 

thought wouldn’t work. They had been out all night and not caught anything, 

but Jesus asked them to try one more time.  

 

Why not make a fishing game?  Cut out several fish shapes out of card and slip 

a paperclip on each. If you choose, you could decorate them to look more like 

fish. Now find a stick you could use as a fishing rod – the handle of a wooden 

spoon or knitting needle would do, as long as nobody needs it. Tie a string on 

the end of the rod and fasten a magnet on the other end of the string. If you 

haven’t got a magnet, bend up the paperclips on the fish to form a loop, then 

unwind another paperclip and make it into a hook and fasten that onto the 

string instead of a magnet. It is a little trickier to catch the fish but can still work 

just fine.  

 

As you play, think about how the disciples trusted Jesus enough to accept his 

challenge. Do you trust Jesus too?  
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Bible Reading 

Luke 5: 1-11 – A surprising catch  

 When Jesus finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Take the boat into the deep water. If                                                              
all of you will put your nets into the water, you will catch some fish.” 

Simon answered, “Master, we worked hard all night trying to catch fish and caught nothing. But you say I should 
put the nets into the water, so I will.” The fishermen put their nets into the water. Their nets were filled with so 
many fish that they began to break. They called to their friends in the other boat to come and help them. The 
friends came, and both boats were filled so full of fish that they were almost sinking. 

The fishermen were all amazed at the many fish they caught. When Simon Peter saw this, he bowed down 
before Jesus and said, “Go away from me, Lord. I am a sinful man!” James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
were amazed too. (James and John worked together with Simon.) 

Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid. From now on your work will be to bring in people, not fish!” The men 

brought their boats to the shore. They left everything and followed Jesus. 
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I wonder if God’s work ever surprises you?  
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