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Matthew 13: 3–9, 18–23 – Parable of Sower  
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A prayer for when you need to do good listening:  

Dear God, Open my ears so I can listen 
well.  Amen 

 

Watch the cartoon by Max7 
https://www.max7.org/en/resource/ParableSower 
 
Could you play some listening games? A quick search online will 
bring up many ideas. Here are two to start you off: 
Everyone is to shut their eyes except one person who will be the 
noise maker. They are to creep around the room and then make a 
noise, everyone else is to point to where they think the noise is 
coming from. The winner is the one whose pointing is nearest to 
the noise. 
Either gather some items into a bag or use this link to play this 
listening game. If you are using your own items the aim is to make 
a noise with the item so no one can see, the group are to guess 
what the item is. The winner is the person who guesses correctly 
first. https://youtu.be/pbxFOxz9c1g?si=OCtSqd0D14XtUqWd  
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Bible Reading Matthew 13: 3-9, 18-23  
Then Jesus used stories to teach them many things. He told them this story: 
“A farmer went out to sow seed. While he was scattering the seed, some of it 
fell by the road. The birds came and ate all that seed. Other seed fell on rocky 
ground, where there was not enough dirt. It grew very fast there, because the 
soil was not deep. But when the sun rose, it burned the plants. The plants died because they 
did not have deep roots. Some other seed fell among thorny weeds. The weeds grew and 
stopped the good plants from growing. But some of the seed fell on good ground. There it 
grew and made grain. Some plants made 100 times more grain, some 60 times more, and 
some 30 times more. You people who hear me, listen!” So listen to the meaning of that story 
about the farmer: “What about the seed that fell by the path? That is like the people who hear 
the teaching about God’s kingdom but do not understand it. The Evil One comes and takes 
away what was planted in their hearts. And what about the seed that fell on rocky ground? 
That is like the people who hear the teaching and quickly and gladly accept it.  But they do not 
let the teaching go deep into their lives. They keep it only a short time. As soon as trouble or 
persecution comes because of the teaching they accepted, they give up.  “And what about the 
seed that fell among the thorny weeds? That is like the people who hear the teaching but let 
worries about this life and love for money stop it from growing. So it does not produce a crop 
in their lives.  “But what about the seed that fell on the good ground? That is like the people 
who hear the teaching and understand it. They grow and produce a good crop, sometimes 
100 times more, sometimes 60 times more, and sometimes 30 times more.” 
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I wonder if you would add another type of listening to this story? 
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