United Reformed Church Children’s and Youth Work Week 5 — December 2023

Luke 2: 25-33 — Simeon

Watch the video from Crossroads Kids https://youtu.be/leN-xNrkjbo

Candlemas, the day we remember that the baby Jesus was taken to the temple to be
presented to God, is in February, forty days after Christmas. But this week we are
thinking about the story as part of our Christmas season.

When a baby is born in a hospital, a band is often put round their ankle with their name
on it. Our activity today is to make a bracelet or anklet which reminds us of who Jesus
is. You will need some coloured beads or blank beads you can colour, or you can make
your own with tube pasta or with rolled up strips of newspaper. You will also need a
string to thread them on.

White bead — for the angel who told Mary and Joseph that Jesus would be born
Brown bead — for the people of the past who shared news that God would send Jesus
Yellow bead or star shape — for the star that shone over the stable

Red bead — a reminder that Jesus loves us and died for us

Black bead — to remind us that the world has bad things like fighting and sadness and
greed and loneliness

Silvery bead — to remind us that Jesus is like God’s light in the darkness, our hope.
Gold bead — to remind us that Jesus is an incredible, indescribable gift from God

A prayer for when you write your name:
HELLO

My name is

" Thank you, God, that you know me and bless me.

Luke 2: 25-33

Watch the video from Crossroads Kids https://youtu.be/leN-xNrkjbo

Candlemas, the day we remember that the baby Jesus was taken to the
temple to be presented to God, is in February, forty days after Christmas. But
this week we are thinking about the story as part of our Christmas season.
When a baby is born in a hospital, a band is often put round their ankle with
their name on it. Our activity today is to make a bracelet or anklet which
reminds us of who Jesus is. You will need some coloured beads or blank
beads you can colour, or you can make your own with tube pasta or with rolled
up strips of newspaper. You will also need a string to thread them on.

White bead — for the angel who told Mary and Joseph that Jesus would be
born

Brown bead — for the people of the past who shared news that God would
send Jesus

Yellow bead or star shape — for the star that shone over the stable

Red bead — a reminder that Jesus loves us and died for us

Black bead — to remind us that the world has bad things like fighting and
sadness and greed and loneliness

Silvery bead — to remind us that Jesus is like God’s light in the darkness, our
hope.

Gold bead - to remind us that Jesus is an incredible, indescribable gift from
God

A prayer for when you write your name:
Thank you, God, that you know me and bless me.
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Bible Reading
Luke 2: 25-33 Simeon

25 A man named Simeon lived in Jerusalem. He was a good man and very

religious. He was waiting for the time when God would help Israel. The Holy Spirit

was in him. 26 The Holy Spirit told Simeon that he would not die before he saw the Christ
promised by the Lord. 2’ The Spirit led Simeon to the Temple. Mary and Joseph brought the
baby Jesus to the Temple to do what the law said they must do. 26 Then Simeon took the
baby in his arms and thanked God:

29“Now, Lord, you can let me, your servant,
die in peace as you said.
30| have seen your Salvation with my own eyes.
31 You prepared him before all people.
32He is a light for the non-Jewish people to see.
He will bring honor to your people, the Israelites.”

33 Jesus’ father and mother were amazed at what Simeon had said about him.

Scriptures quoted from the International Children’s Bible®, copyright ©1986, 1988, 1999, 2015 by Tommy Nelson. Used by
permission.

| wonder what it means to have the Holy Spirit?

Bible Reading
Luke 2: 25-33 Simeon

25 A man named Simeon lived in Jerusalem. He was a good man and very

religious. He was waiting for the time when God would help Israel. The Holy Spirit

was in him. 26 The Holy Spirit told Simeon that he would not die before he saw the Christ
promised by the Lord. 2’ The Spirit led Simeon to the Temple. Mary and Joseph brought the
baby Jesus to the Temple to do what the law said they must do. 28 Then Simeon took the
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