
Welcome to the July 2022  update from your support team                    

in Children’s and Youth Work for the United Reformed Church. 

 

July couldn’t be off to a more exciting start: the launch of URC Children! 

We are so excited to have children coming to General Assembly to speak for themselves and encourage the church to listen 
deeply to children before ensuring they consider future generations in all their decisions.  Please join us in the month of                
prayer for children across the URC using the Pray like Hannah daily prayer prompts, and encourage your church to get                    
involved too. 

We are already planning for URC Youth Assembly in 2023 and are again inviting all youth leaders to join us for a parallel 
event.  We know how hard it has been to keep connected with young people, so please do take the time to invite any you 
know to consider coming along.  Your synod CYDO or equivalent will be able to support them. 

Finally we are entering the season of holiday clubs. The URC offers some great free resources, grants and prayer for all our 
churches rising to the challenge of running a club this summer - download the poster here! https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/
prayer-and-worship/pray-for-holiday-clubs-this-summer/ 

We pray that, amongst the fun and work, you also find time for rest across the summer.  Thank you for all 
you do to support children and young people. 

Blessings,  

TIMETRAVELLERS HOLIDAY CLUB NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE  

We are delighted to announce the launch of Timetravellers on the URC website 

www.urc.org.uk/time-travellers   

The material takes children and volunteers on a whirlwind journey across the centuries in 

their time machine.  

It includes filmed dramas available on the Children’s and Youth Work YouTube channel or on 

request as digital files,  original music, and appendices to enable you to adapt the material 

for 11 to 14s, toddlers, vintage holiday clubs or an intergenerational setting.  

Timetravellers could be used for the usual style of holiday club, a special weekend or one day event, for a               

children’s group’s activities from week to week —the possibilities are endless.              

Our previous holiday club material, Supersleuths, will remain online for you to use too https://bit.ly/Supersleuths 

and once again we will be offering small grants to URC holiday clubs to help fund refreshments and craft materials 

etc. https://bit.ly/Small_grants 

Want to know more about running a holiday club in general or Timetravellers in particular? Watch our informal training 

session https://youtu.be/IrUxKJ17Vn8 

The Timetravellers playlist is https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0dWr4cxnjTQpWEmW0JXXG7DTD_Og2ozH  
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Have you designed and sent a postcard yet for our 50th Anniversary celebrations? We 
invited everyone across the URC to send in a postcard which we'll use in photos on the 
screen as the service on 1 October unfolds. The postcards themselves will also be dis-
played in the worship space.  

Find out more on https://urc.org.uk/who-we-are/our-50th-anniversary/send-us-a-
postcard/ or look in the All Church Mailing to find an example.  

Please send completed cards to Sam Richards, Church House, 86 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9RT by Monday 1 August 
2022.  

As has become tradition, the Children’s and Youth team are holding a Fringe Event in July to celebrate all things 

Children and Youth in the URC. Fringe events originated in General Assembly but during the pandemic moved to 

being online and open to anyone to join in, and we have taken the decision to continue that. Let’s Celebrate will 

be held on Monday 18 July from 7.30pm to 8.45pm. Sign up to come and join us on https://bit.ly/CYWfringe for 

an evening of celebration to find out what’s been happening in the world of URC Children’s and Youth Work and 

what is to come.  

Children, young people and young adults making the headlines in the United Reformed Church  

4 year old Cleo Ward has joined the ranks 
of our youngest Lundie Memorial Award 
recipients, being presented with the 
award in June for her faithful service and 
welcoming smile. You can read more 
about her on https://urc.org.uk/four-
shining-lights-gain-lundie-memorial-
award/ 

East Midlands Synod’s Youth                  
Representative Ella Lemon has                    
organised and undertaken an 87-
mile walk along The Ridgeway               
National Trail with friends and 
colleagues to raise money 

for Young Minds. So far they have raised £3,025   
towards their target of £4,500. To donate please             
visit here. 

July’s Lundie Memorial Award goes to David Aisa      
Miller,  16, of the American International Church in 
Thames North Synod. He is receiving the award for his 
outstanding contribution in moving his church forward 
in their approach to inclusion. Watch the URC website 
for more about David’s contribution to proclaiming the 
love of Christ in his church and community.  

https://tolworthurc.org.uk/mission/children-youth/ 

We always like to get feedback on our resources and 

are delighted to share this video from Tolworth Pilots 

group about the things they have learned from Go with 

Greta—Nicaragua.  

Barrow URC Primary School once again did us 
proud by sending in loads of fabulous entries for 
our birthday card competition, and several other 
children sent designs too.  
 
Some of the designs were for a different type of card—a card 
celebrating 50 years of the URC—and these will be displayed at 

the special celebratory event in October.  
 
We would like to congratulate our prize-
winners:   Haklie, Jacob, Tyler, Joshua, 
Norah, Cleo, Megan, Ahayah, Mitchel,              
Sydney,  Zalem, and Zach. Their entries will 
be made into birthday cards for 1 to 12 
year olds which can be purchased from the 
URC shop.   

https://

www.meltontimes.co.uk/

news/people/youth-clubs-

special-welcome-for-young-

ukrainians-3739585 

Young people from Melton youth club with Freely 
URC  have made local news as they have created a 
resource to help Ukrainian children who are living 
in Melton Mowbray after fleeing the war in their 
country. The leaflet, and the business card which 
links to an online version have been translated 
into Ukrainian and Russian  and tell children what 
is available for them locally, helping them feel       
welcome and supported as they rebuild their 
lives.  
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URC CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH WORK ONLINE   

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/URCchildren.and.youth/                                                                    
Website https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people 

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCCUhcQnrk2N78c89wM9Rhow 

Pinterest https://www.pinterest.co.uk/URCCYWD/ 

https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/prayer-and-worship/pray-like-hannah/ 
 
Everyone is invited to pray for children across the month of July. 
We will be asking General Assembly in July to mark the launch of URC Children by resolving 
afresh to ensure that all structures and councils of the church (local church meeting, Synod and 
General Assembly) are consistently mindful of the voice of children and of the impact of their 
decisions on children and future generations. 
 

The Pray Like Hannah resources are available on our website (see link above) and daily prompts will be on the URC social me-
dia and the URC Children’s and Youth Work Facebook page. 
 
Listen to Sam Richards’ interview with Premier on https://www.premierchristianradio.com/Shows/Weekday/Inspirational-
Breakfast-with-Esther-Higham/Interviews/95-of-UK-children-are-not-connected-to-church-what-can-we-do 

Each year the URC Youth Assembly brings together a diverse group of under-25s from 
across Scotland, England and Wales for a weekend of business and fun combined,             
exploring issues and topics relevant to Church, society and life through workshops,           
seminars, discussions and creative activities. 

Online bookings for the 2023 Youth Assembly are now open. 
https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/urc-youth/urc-youth-assembly/ 

 
Age range:  Year 10/S3 to 25 years inclusive. 
Dates and venue:  27 – 29 January 2023 at the Whitemoor Lakes near Lichfield. 
Cost: £119 if booking received on or before 11 November 2022, £149 if booking             
received on or after 12 November 2022. If money is an issue, please contact us on 020 
7916 8683 or email children.youth@urc.org.uk as financial support is available. 

After the success of last year, we will be running a Youth Leaders’ Gathering for adults alongside next year’s Youth Assembly, 

with opportunities to network with others, share ideas and discuss issues, and a chance to see what happens at Youth                 

Assembly too, as well as social activities and a chance to talk 1:1 with regional youth work advisors from our CYDO+ team.              

Contact children.youth@urc.org.uk for more details and a booking form.  

New youth resource on Jubilee   Continuing our Jubilee theme, we now have an additional set of resources 

to accompany our Jubile  resource booklet. The booklet, which was mailed to all churches in February and is 

also available on our website, includes material on the year’s theme for all ages and stages in the church, 

and we have already heard of many churches using it. Now on the website you will find a set of resources for 

use with youth groups and young adults which were prepared for last year’s youth assembly and have been 

modified for use in church. https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/children-youth-work/jubilee

-2022-childrens-and-youth-work-theme/ 

Thinking of running a children’s group? Friends on Faith Adventures materials are now available as 

free downloads on the website , together with all the information and paperwork you will need for 

setting up a group from scratch. The session plans are aimed at ages 5-11 and include prayers,                 

activities and stories, all based on the Bible. https://urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/

children-youth-work/friends-on-faith-adventures/ 

Resources such as instant-print cameras, FOFA bears, props for the stories and storage boxes are     

available for purchase from children.youth@urc.org.uk. See the website for a price list. When they’re gone, they’re gone.  

Remember to visit YouTube to see all the supporting 

material for this year’s Timetravellers Holiday Club!  

 

Our booklets ‘The Gift’ and ‘Where are the Children?’ 

are now available to read on our website https://

urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/ 
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Meet up and share ideas on hybrid 
worship, children’s work, outreach 
etc.  A regular online gathering  from 
Education and Learning.  

Email jenny.mills@urc.org.uk for more information and 
to request the zoom link.  

AND FINALLY    If you have received this as a paper copy or by a friend forwarding it to you and you would like to be added to 

our mailing list, please do sign up here:https://tinyurl.com/ycgnpojs.  

Our Data privacy note is here: https://urc.org.uk/privacy-policy/   

You can contact us by email on children.youth@urc.org.uk or phone on 020 7916 8683. Our website is https://urc.org.uk/your

-faith/children-young-people,,facebook  https://www.facebook.com/  Twitter  @URCCYW or you can use good old snail mail.  

 

LOOKING AHEAD  - for your diaries or your prayers 

6 to 8 July 2022   What Do You Think (General Assembly prep for Under 26s)  

8 to 11 July 2022                      General Assembly and launch of URC Children  

18 July 2022        Let’s Celebrate Children and Youth in the URC online event  

11 September 2022           Education Sunday  

1 October 2022       50th Anniversary service and Church House open day  

Next Bi-Monthly Update : early September 2022 

Training for Volunteer Youth Leaders from Youthscape  

Our Children’s and Youth            
Development Officer for Mersey 
Synod, together with others 
from the CYDO+ team, offer you 
the opportunity to engage with 
an online course over 10 weeks 
to help develop your skills and 

confidence as a volunteer youth leader, suitable for all levels of        
experience.  

The course will run from Monday 12 September, 7pm to 9pm, and 
every Monday until 14 November. Contact 
cydo@urcmerseysynod.org.uk for more details and the zoom link 

Exploring pioneering approaches to Christian youth work in the UK  
Frontier Youth Trust (fyt.org.uk) and CURBS (curbsproject.org.uk) are hosting a learning 
day for those interested in connecting with children and young people BEYOND the walls 
of the Church. It will include a series of short talks from practitioners with inspiring stories 
of ministry in the community with round -table discussions to explore practical tips, ideas 
for your work, and fresh thinking. Thursday 22 September 2022 from 10 until 4pm. 3 Trees 
Community Centre Birmingham. Cost £60 (£36 for FYT and CURBS members)  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/beyond-2022-tickets-336402387597 

The next deadline for submitting applications for the                
Discipleship Development Fund Large Grant Award (up to 
£5,000) is 30 September 2022. 

Grants can be put towards any purpose that will                             
contribute to the Discipleship Development of lay people 
of all ages in or connected with the URC, including                 
personnel costs, facilities, travel, courses etc. 

https://urc.org.uk/education-learning/discipleship-
development/discipleship-development-fund/  

Until 29 July the Bible Society are offering a reduced 
price on their excellent new “Good News Bible—family 
edition”.  This is a Bible to share together as a family, 
with things to think about and do, to watch and create 
together as well as to read. Just use the code 
BCDOFB20 to get 20%      
off the usual retail price. 
https://
www.biblesociety.org.uk/
products/9780564081776/ 

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/sexual-violence-and-domestic-

abuse-324769  What’s the Debate? A range of live online courses 

tackling sexual violence, sexual harassment and domestic abuse 

with children and young people from RHSE Resources Training and 

Consultancy.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/imh-lunchtime-learning-july-2022

-tickets-274246497657 Infant Mental Health Lunchtime Learning—

Wednesday 27 July  from midday to 1pm. 'How mental health is 

impacted when babies are born too soon, too small or too sick', 

presented by TinyLife. 

Please note:  If you no longer wish to subscribe to the bimonthly newsletter from URC Children’s and Youth Work, please 

email children.youth@urc.org.uk to request that your name is removed from our mailing list.  
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