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As I write this, I’m sitting in Yarnfield, 
at the United Reformed Church (URC) 
2022 Ministers’ Gathering that has as 
its focus the question of jubilee. Our 
keynote speakers, worship leaders, 
Bible study guides and topic experts 
are grappling with the question of what 
jubilee means for the life of the URC today, 
particularly in the light of our deepening 
numerical decline and the far-more-
worrying global environmental crisis.

A dizzying array of images have been used this week: death 
and resurrection, confronting the powers and principalities, 
announcing the ‘year of the Lord’s favour’, pruning the vine or fig 
tree to encourage ‘life-flourishing’ communities, and declaring 
a jubilee so earth and the church can rest. Some speak of our 
ministry as one of much-needed palliative care for a dying 
church. Others encourage us to learn from nature that quickly 
heals itself, if only we would trust God and allow the church 
to ‘rewild’. Still others point out that justice can and must be 
practised no matter what the circumstances – racial, economic 
and environmental justice need to define us in season and out.

Many of you who know me will not be surprised to hear that I 
am constantly drawing attention to the incredible work of our 
Commitment for Life congregations and supporters. You are 
already doing the stuff our speakers are calling for. You are 
putting into practice the actions that make the church Christ-like: 
caring for widows and orphans, releasing debt captives, working 
for environmental justice, and advocating for the poorest 
people. You are more concerned about doing justice than 
whether the church as an institution will be around in 20 years.

In this jubilee year then, I thank you and bless you for 
your ongoing commitment to our partners around the 
world through this wonderful global justice programme of 
Commitment for Life. Bless you and long may we continue 
to be a thorn in the flesh of the powers and principalities 
that threaten to destroy goodness, peace and life.

Kevin Snyman

Welcome
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Get social! Did you know you can now follow us on:
Comm4life Comm4Life1

Christian Aid is the official 
relief, development and 
advocacy agency of 41 
sponsoring churches in Britain 
and Ireland. We are a global 
movement of people who 
champion dignity, equality and 
justice worldwide.

Global Justice Now is a 
democratic social justice 
organisation. It’s part of a 
global movement to challenge 
the powerful and create a 
more just and equal world.  
We mobilise people in the  
UK for change, and act in 
solidarity with those fighting 
injustice, particularly in the 
global South. 

Commitment for Life 
encourages all United 
Reformed and Local 
Ecumenical Partnership 
churches to take action, 
pray and give for people living 
in poverty across the world. 
75% of all income raised goes 
to Christian Aid to be divided 
equally among the partner 
countries, and 5% to Global 
Justice Now. The remaining 
20% is spent on education, 
resources and administration.

Cover Image: Najha Al-Malalha 
tends to the thriving crops in 
her greenhouse at her home 
in Gaza.



‘Goats and the Sheep’  
A Bible Study by Lydia Neshangwe

Rev Lydia 
Neshangwe is the 
moderator-elect 
of the Uniting 
Presbyterian 
Church in Southern 
Africa 2023-25. 
Lydia also serves 
as moderator of 
the Council for 
World Mission.

I come from a 
country with stranger-than-fiction life 
situations. The politics is unpredictable, 
the economy is unbelievable, and 
the social difficulties are unbearable. 
Let me put that on pause.

Matthew 25:31-46 records a parable 
popularly known as the Goats and 
the Sheep. Jesus tells parables not for 
information but for the purpose of 
transformation. At first reading, the 
image of the sheep and goats is comical 
especially if you know the behaviour of 
these animals. In Jesus’ context, both goats 
and sheep were prized animals; so why 
does Jesus paint an eschatological picture 
of separation between the two? What 
are the critical criteria for separation?

The criteria for separation into the 
righteous group and the unrighteous 
group lie in Jesus’ words: ‘Whatever you 
did for one of the least of these…’  
(v. 40) and ‘Whatever you did not 
do for one of the least of these…’ 
(v. 45). The process of separation is 
not based on species, wealth level, 
national identity, ideology, personality 
type or vocation type. It is based on 
action – the ones who ‘did’ and the 
ones who ‘did not do’. Full stop.

The key is that the parable is not so much 
about right belief (orthodoxy) but about 

right practice (orthopraxy). It calls us  
to go beyond simple talking, writing, 
theorising, programming and debating 
about justice issues and rather get into  
the realm of ‘doing’. Action verbs  
dominate the parable as Jesus outlines  
his expectations for the righteous:  
‘You gave me… fed me… invited me… 
clothed me… looked after me…  
visited me…’

Those of us serving in justice-related 
organisations and church programmes 
can be guilty of missing the point – 
because we know the right lingo and 
the right programmes, but without 
real compassion in our hearts. We 
may rather be driven by the political 
correctness, the remuneration, the 
image, the ego or our competing personal 
ideologies. That’s the wisdom of the 
parable, it disturbs us because it doesn’t 
support our agendas and biases.

It’s not about how conservative or 
liberal your approach is – it’s whether 
you are actually doing justice. It’s not 
how intelligent your dissertation on 
justice is – it’s whether you are practising 
justice right there in your circle of 
influence. Jesus is in effect saying put 
your money where your mouth is!

Could it be that we are called to constantly 
do a self-evaluation of our justice work? 
Could it be that we have blind spots in 
our acts of service? Might it be that we 
are being called to go beyond our comfort 
zones and into risk-taking zones? Could it 
be that our assumptions, perceptions and 
theories are limited? Could it be that we’re 
to make a ‘lifestyle’ of justice rather than 
just occasional programmes of justice? 
Our answers to these questions will 
differentiate whether we are the talkers 
or the doers, the sheep or the goats.
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Update from Bangladesh 

A safe place to play  

Habiba is attending an awareness session with 
case manager Humayra Rahman Himu inside  
the Women and Girls Safe Space

4

Habiba* visits the Women and Girls 
Safe Space every day. Living in a 
Rohingya refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar, 
Habiba and her family have had to 
adjust to life away from their old home 
and in very cramped conditions.

For people living in the Rohingya refugee 
camps, life has been particularly hard 
during the Covid-19 pandemic, with women 
and adolescent girls especially struggling 
to access services including health and 
education. A scaling back of security  
and other services has also made life in 
the camps more risky for women and 
girls, who feel unsafe outside their houses 
and are vulnerable to harassment.

All of these problems highlight the 
importance of spaces like the centre 
Christian Aid partners are running which 
give women, girls and young children a 
safe place to meet together, play and chat. 
The Safe Space also enables staff to deliver 
life-saving services and provide access to 
information by running sessions on gender-
based violence, life skills and prevention 
of human trafficking, and by providing 
important items such as hygiene kits.

For Habiba, the centre allows her to enjoy 
some of the childhood experiences that 
she is missing out on while living in the 
refugee camp. Habiba’s father sometimes 
gets work as a day labourer and her 



mother works in the home. Habiba plays 
with her two brothers and two sisters, 
but the space is cramped and it isn’t safe 
for her to play outside with her friends.

At the Women and Girls Safe Space Habiba 
can play with friends and chat to staff. ‘I 
have made friends in the space. We cannot 
move freely in the camp. But this space 
is safe, this is like home. Every day I come 
here to play or just to attend sessions. 
This space makes me feel happy.’

Habiba visits the centre daily, and her 
mother is also a member and has actively 
participated in sessions and training there. 
Habiba says: ‘I have learned so much 
from the sessions. I am aware of child 
marriage, human trafficking and how to 
report any unwanted incident. Now I am 
very aware and I also share this with my 
other friends who cannot visit the space.’

Humayra, a case manager at the Women 
and Girls Safe Space space explains why 
it’s so important: ‘I want to work with 

Rohingya women and girls to ensure safety 
and dignity for each of them in the refugee 
camp because they cannot express or 
share their feelings with others. Our work 
in the centre is very important because 
the Rohingya women and girls depend on 
us and trust us with their problems. They 
share their problems with us, and we can 
advise them. Violence can be stopped with 
our support because we tell them how to 
report violent incidents. We also tell them 
how to stop violence in the community.’

‘In this space I feel 
happy because there is 
nothing to worry about.’
Humayra goes on to say: ‘My role models 
are the adolescent girls who come to 
the centre and learn something for 
their future. We can help them develop 
their skills through the training.’

*Names have been changed in this article.

Habiba playing carrom with case manager Humayra
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Najha shows her harvest of 
green peppers and cucumbers

Due to Israel’s ongoing occupation, 
food insecurity is a common problem 
in West Bank and Gaza Strip. For many 
families it is difficult to earn enough 
money to meet everyday household 
expenses, and this drives families into 
debt as they borrow to try and have 
enough to provide for their family.

Palestinians in the Gaza Strip have been 
enduring stress and trauma for years  
due to the ongoing closure of the Gaza 
strip, but the last couple of years have 
been especially difficult with the added 

effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, climate 
change and Israel’s May 2021 offensive 
taking their toll on the population. 
In Gaza, 1.4 million people are food 
insecure and agriculture is an important 
livelihood for thousands of families, 
but the pressures of recent years 
have put these livelihoods at risk.

Women, especially those who are the main 
provider in their family, are particularly 
vulnerable and need more support 
to adapt to changing circumstances. 
Christian Aid’s partner the Agricultural 

Towards a brighter future  
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Update from Israel  
and the occupied 
Palestinian territory



Development Association (PARC) has 
been working in Gaza for over 35 years 
and has worked to help women in Al 
Shokka, one of Gaza’s most vulnerable 
areas, to grow food in their back yards.

Najha Al-Malalha and Heba Abu Jazzar 
have both seen results from working 
with PARC. Heba had been struggling 
for years to meet her family’s needs 
by working hourly in greenhouses for 
other people. She would earn roughly 
$100 per month but needed to borrow 
another $100 to make ends meet.

Now Heba has worked with PARC and 
established a greenhouse in her own 
back yard. PARC helped Heba to prepare 
her land and equipped her with a mini 
greenhouse and seedlings to allow her to 
grow tomatoes, peppers, chili peppers and 
cucumber. In only a short time Heba has 
achieved self-sufficiency and gained better 
access to a wider range of foods through 
selling the surplus to boost her income.

Heba says: ‘I actually grow enough crops 
to distribute and sell to my neighbours. 

I can meet my family’s needs easily. I 
am no longer a wage-earner working for 
others, but a business owner. The mini 
greenhouse has enabled me to cover my 
family’s food needs and other basic needs. 
I have even started to do some simple 
rehabilitastion works to my house.’

‘I am no longer a wage-
earner working for others, 
but a business owner.’
Najha has a similar story: ‘with PARC’s 
support preparing the land and 
installing a mini greenhouse, I can 
manage the mini greenhouse using new 
approaches, and I can cultivate new 
crops like cucumber. This has been a 
lifeline for my family, as it has enabled 
us to increase our productivity, diversify 
crops and achieve meaningful profits.’

PARC is continuing to support rural 
communities in Gaza to improve 
their livelihoods and resilience. 

Heba tending to the crops  
in her greenhouse
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Update from Zimbabwe  

Chipo with her daughter Perfect 
at the leatherwork stand
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You might recognise Chipo Kodogo from 
a 2021 Commitment for Life update.

Christian Aid has recently revisited 
Chipo and her community and she is 
still thriving through the work she has 
put in with Christian Aid partners.

Mornings are busy for Chipo. She helps 
her daughter, Perfect (8), and her son, 
Pride (4), dress, gives them breakfast 
and quickly walks them to school a few 
kilometres away down the dusty roads.

Chipo and her husband, Oliver, are farmers 
and depend on their smallholding. Their 
harvests are often affected by long 
dry spells and unpredictable weather 

patterns, and in the dry season it’s hard 
to find enough water for their crops.

Chipo explains that drought leads to 
difficult decisions: ‘When we do not have 
water or when it is very low and little, crops 
will surely wilt and dry. We then separate 
the crop and keep a few lines, the rest we 
leave to die. This causes hunger because 
the time when we expect to harvest is 
not the time to harvest. It means we are 
now running into shortages. It spells out 
a time of hunger, such that we need to 
struggle to make sure families survive.’

These challenging conditions are why 
Christian Aid partners are working with 
Chipo and others in her community to 

Chipo’s ‘new life’ brings  
her new confidence



Perfect wearing the school shoes 
her mother Chipo made, as they walk 
home from school together.

‘I am happy that it  
is me who made  
the shoes which  
my daughter puts  
on, from the skills  
I acquired from  
the project.’
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build resilience and alternative sources 
of income. Chipo received training in 
leatherworking and joined Newlife 
Leatherwork with others from the 
community. She also received training 
in leadership and business skills. 
This has given her new confidence 
as well as a diversified income.

The leatherworking group has gone from 
strength to strength and recently received 
an order from a town close to Harare to 
sew handbags and school shoes. Using the 
profit from that order, all the members of 
the group bought goats to keep at home. 

‘I get money from this project. I saw 
this goat and bought it with money 
from the project. I made some sandals 
for my husband, school shoes for 
my son, a belt for my husband, a 
handbag for myself and a handbag 
for my mother. When I made shoes 
for my daughter I felt so happy. I am 
happy that it is me who made the 
shoes which my daughter puts on, 
from the skills I acquired from the 
project. So, it really makes me happy.’

Chipo has used the skills and income 
from the leatherworking group to start 
another small business herself. ‘I sell 
sweets, maputi (popcorn) and other 
small items. I just started with $10, 
then I continued to trade and trade. 
So, I run a small business at the local 
school. My younger sister helps out.’

The leatherworking group has been 
empowering for Chipo, but also for other 
members of the group: ‘Because of the 
project I am now able to stand in the midst 
of people, talking. I now have confidence, 
and it has boosted my self-esteem.

‘What prompted us to name our group 
Newlife was that we realised that we had 
surely started a new life altogether. We 
were transformed people. We are living 
in new things. We have migrated from the 
previous life of idleness to activity. All is 
now new. Hence the name “Newlife”’.



Reflections from Central 
America from Moisés González

Central America Farewell  
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As Commitment 
for Life comes 
to the end of the 
partnership with 
Central America we 
hear from Moisés 
about the successes 
and challenges 
in the region. 

 
Please introduce yourself and your role

Moisés González, Head of Latin 
America and the Caribbean Regional 
Programme at Christian Aid

What is the current situation in the 
Central America programme?

During the last four years Central 
America has witnessed the strengthening 
of authoritarian governments which 
have shrunk the civil society space 
and citizen participation. Women and 
youth have suffered the most. The 
deterioration of human rights has forced 
thousands of people to flee the region 
looking for better opportunities.

As you reflect on your years working 
in Central America for Christian 
Aid, what are the achievements 
you’re especially proud of?

The work with people suffering because 
of poverty and inequality, in particular 
indigenous people, small-scale farmers 
and women. Christian Aid’s support has 
been key to strengthening their resilience 
and dignity to cope with the injustices. The 
work with groups of indigenous women 
in Guatemala and Honduras to demand 
their rights on sexual and reproductive 

health and their political participation. 
Also, the strategic support to cooperatives 
working on coffee, cocoa and in the 
fisheries sector as well as mangroves 
protection, given the impact of climate 
change on their livelihoods and the need 
to build adaptation strategies to survive.

What have been your biggest 
challenges in the past few years in 
the Central America programme?

As an international NGO, Christian Aid 
must face pressure from the authorities 
that do not accept the strengthening 
of civil society, or the advocacy work to 
demand the respect of human rights. In 
the last four years the new rules being 
applied in Central America demand more 
effort to demonstrate the legitimacy 
of our work for justice and dignity, and 
our contribution to development. 

What challenges remain for 
partners and communities living 
and working in Central America?

Repression from governments against 
community leaders and organisations 
is systematic. Therefore, human rights 
protection and how to maintain the 
civic space for people participation is 
a challenge. Likewise, environmental 
deterioration and disasters damage 
livelihoods and force people to migrate, 
leaving their communities to get the 
incomes necessary to survive.

Would you like to share any 
stories or case studies that are 
especially close to your heart?

I’d like to share this story from local 
partner the Organisation of Salvadoran 
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Women for Peace (ORMUSA) in El 
Salvador. This partner was visited by a 
Commitment for Life group in 2014.

ORMUSA saw a 6% increase in domestic 
violence cases in 2020. Rhina Graciela 
Juárez Lazo, who works for ORMUSA’s Legal 
Attention Centre, explains that the lockdown 
introduced in March 2020 prevented 
women reporting violence or seeking help.

Rhina describes the reality faced by 37-year-
old mother-of-two Alejandra* who lives 
in a suburb of San Salvador. Her area is 
unsafe, there is no police station nearby, 
and gang violence is a serious problem. 
Also: ‘Lockdown was stressful. I was 
afraid of my partner, I faced physical and 
psychological violence from him and he also 
controlled my finances,’ Alejandra says.

Due to the domestic violence, Alejandra 
bravely decided to leave her partner and 
move to a relative’s house for safety, and to 
report her partner to the police. Fortunately, 
staff of our local partner ORMUSA were 
on hand to help support Alejandra. They 
provided counselling and legal advice and 
accompanied her to the courts. Alejandra is 
one of more than 50 women who received 

legal support from ORMUSA’s Legal 
Attention Centre and one of 25 women who 
benefitted from psychological care in 2021.

Do you have a message for all the 
churches and individuals that 
have supported Central America 
through Commitment for Life?

I would like to say thank you for your 
commitment to the people of this 
region. Your solidarity has contributed to 
strengthening the women’s movement 
and women’s rights, and the resilience of 
many families and communities who are 
struggling to build adaptation measures 
to cope with climate change. The most 
valuable contribution has been to build 
opportunities for a life lived with dignity.

What can people pray for in 
the coming months?

Pray for the life of social and community 
leaders who are prosecuted for demanding 
social justice; pray for the thousands 
of migrants who risk their lives to find 
new opportunities for their families. 
*Name has been changed.

Staff from Christian Aid partner ORMUSA in El Salvador responded to 
Covid-19 by handing out emergency parcels as well as operating a legal 
helpline and social media campaign for people experiencing violence



The climate crisis is hitting the poorest 
people in the world the hardest. We 
say it’s time for polluters to pay up and 
repair the damage.

By paying into an international loss and 
damage fund, the countries and polluters 
who’ve done the most to cause the climate 
crisis could help people recover and rebuild 
when disasters strike and compensate for 
all that is lost. The only problem is, no such 
fund exists – yet.

It’s time that governments across the world 
set up a central fund to pay for the loss and 
damage caused by climate change:

• a fund which people who are hit hardest 
can easily access

• a fund which would pay for the rebuilding 
of homes flattened by hurricanes

• a fund which can support people who 
can no longer farm their land, because of 
rising sea levels or persistent drought.

We’re calling on the UK Prime Minister,  
Boris Johnson, to fully and urgently back 

the creation of an international loss 
and damage fund and to push for other 
governments to back this too. You can add 
your name to the petition at  
caid.org.uk/campaigns 

Talking Climate Justice Tour
Every social movement started with a 
conversation – these stirred anger, fuelled 
hope and inspired people to make a 
difference.

As the church, we need to have those 
honest conversations that spur us into 
action. We want to walk with you, to join 
these conversations and act together to 
pursue climate justice.

We want thousands of climate justice 
conversations in churches across the 
UK. We’re touring the UK to provide the 
resources needed for these challenging and 
inspiring conversations. 

If you’re interested in hosting a Talking 
Climate Justice Tour event in your area you 
can get in touch and find out more at  
caid.org.uk/climate

It’s time for polluters to pay!
Campaigns update  

Christian Aid campaigners at the London climate  
march during COP26
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What does it mean to be  
in debt?
Let’s say you want or need to buy 
something, but you don’t have enough 
money. Debt is when you borrow money 
from a friend, family member or a bank 
for that purchase. You owe money; 
you’re in debt. 

Have you ever played Monopoly? 
Sometimes, your opponent gets lucky 
and buys a lot of properties with houses 
and hotels. Suddenly, when you land on a 
square like that, you find that the rent costs 
more than you have! Now you’re in debt. To 
pay your debt, you sell or remortgage your 
properties – or you go to jail.

Monopoly is only a game, but the 
money system works just like it. It forces 
people into competition. It makes sure 
some people are poor while others get 
rich. Sometimes whole countries find 
themselves in debt. As a result of this unfair 
global money system, billions of people 
end up living in poverty. They cannot afford 
food, clothing, education and housing. We 
must say ‘No!’ to debt.

The Bible says a lot about money and Jesus 
even told stories about people who owed 
money. Read the Parable of the Unforgiving 
Servant in Matthew 18:21-35. How did Jesus 
instruct the people to behave?

In Leviticus 25 the Bible gives instructions 
to Israel on how to observe a jubilee 
every 50 years. Jubilee cancels debt and 
gives freedom to debt prisoners and 
slaves. Today, jubilee is not practised. Big 
companies and banks make huge profits. 
They charge high prices and interest on 
debt. This makes the poorest people even 
poorer, and the rich people even wealthier. 
Our friends at Debt Justice are calling for 

the cancellation of debt for billions of 
people because of Covid-19.  
https://jubileedebt.org.uk

How can you help?
There are several ways you can say ‘No!’  
to debt:

• Ask for a Commitment for Life Money 
Box. Add spare coins to help people in our 
regions – Bangladesh, Zimbabwe or Israel 
and the occupied Palestinian territory.

• Write to your MP to cancel the debts of 
countries in debt crisis https://jubileedebt.
org.uk/campaigns or https://www.
globaljustice.org.uk/our-campaigns/aid/
calling-for-debt-justice

• Donate to food banks. Give clothes you 
no longer need to a charity shop. Share 
generously. Grow your own food. 

Prayer activity: Spend a Penny Prayer

Take a penny and stick it to the back of your 
toilet or bathroom door. Each time you 
‘spend a penny’ or use the toilet, pray for 
people who are in debt.

Greta says ‘No to Debt!’



A debt jubilee for a just 
Covid-19 recovery and 
climate justice

Historically, during moments of transition 
or crisis, debt jubilees have been used 
to cancel debts and free households and 
governments from financial burdens. 
Yet despite Covid-19 initiating a global 
economic crisis, one that threatens to 
push 150 million people into extreme 
poverty, rich governments are yet to 
propose wholesale debt cancellation  
as a response.

Between 2020 and December 2021, rich 
governments did agree to temporarily 

suspend some debt payments, but this 
was ineffective and less than a quarter 
of payments were suspended. One big 
problem with the scheme was that it 
didn’t cover debts owed to big banks and 
speculators in the private sector.

This means that governments have had to 
prioritise debt payments to vastly wealthy 
financial corporations over investing to 
protect their own citizens. Lower-income 
countries’ debt payments are around four 
times their annual healthcare budgets, 

Global Justice Now
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Debt Justice
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and five times what they are spending on 
adapting to climate change.

A case in point is Zambia. In 2020, the 
banks refused to restructure Zambia’s 
payments and forced the government to 
default – leaving it vulnerable to being 
sued for outstanding payments. The 
Zambian government spends more on 
debt payments each year than on health, 
education, water and sanitation and 
social protection combined. The debt 
crisis has also resulted in the government 
implementing austerity, with cuts to health 
and social spending.

Meanwhile, Zambia’s private lenders 
continue to profit. BlackRock, the world’s 

largest asset manager and Zambia’s 
largest bondholder, is set to make 110% 
profit if the debt is paid in full. In recent 
years, BlackRock has espoused taking a 
‘sustainable’ approach to investment, but 
this debt crisis is clearly unsustainable for 
the Zambian people.

And it’s not only Zambian people facing 
these problems. Debt Justice estimates that 
54 countries are in debt crisis today, with 
many vulnerable to a debt default if US 
interest rates rise.

That is why Global Justice Now, Debt Justice 
and others are campaigning for debt 
cancellation. With Zambia in negotiations 
with its lenders right now, we have been 
calling for banks and speculators to drop 
the debt so the government can respond 
properly to the pandemic and the climate 
emergency. But with an impending global 
debt crisis looming, we can’t just stop at 
one-off or temporary measures: we need a 
comprehensive debt jubilee.

Daniel Willis
Finance Campaigner at Global Justice Now

By Heidi Chow, Debt Justice (formerly 
Jubilee Debt Campaign)

There has never been a more urgent time 
to campaign for debt justice. The pandemic, 
climate emergency and surging global food 
and fuel prices are plunging countries into 
mountains of unpayable debt. The debt 
crisis has spread to 54 countries which 
means crucial resources are diverted away 
from public services like education and 
healthcare to make repayments, often to 
banks that are set to make huge profits if 
repaid in full. Zambia has already slashed 
its social spending by 20% in response to 

crushing debt and has applied for debt 
relief. However, no debt has been cancelled 
so far. Stand in solidarity with the people 
of Zambia and call on financial giant, 
BlackRock to cancel the debt  
www.act.debtjustice.org.uk/blackrock

‘The Zambian government 
spends more on debt 
payments each year than 
on health, education, water 
and sanitation and social 
protection combined.’


