
 

 

Dear friends in Christ, 

It is now four years since the General Assembly last met in person. Much has 
happened in those four years within the life of the Church and the world. We find that 
we are, all of a sudden, 50 years old as the United Reformed Church, and are 
marking a moment of jubilee. Jubilee is a key biblical concept that helps us frame 
both our world and ourselves as belonging first and foremost to God. And so we 
gather, as the General Assembly, to discern God’s ways with the world, and God’s 
ways with the church. We gather open to the wind of the Holy Spirit blowing within 
our midst, calling us to repentance, renewal, and to being alert to the new thing that 
God is continually doing in our midst. 

This is the first in a new format of in-person General Assembly. We are somewhat 
smaller than when we previously met, and the decision to reduce the size and meet 
at the Hayes Conference centre changes the ethos of the Assembly. In some ways, 
we have thought about Assembly as a larger version of the Assembly Executive, and 
less of a major ‘event’. There is, therefore, a greater concentration on the business 
of the church, surrounded by worship, prayer and Bible study. 

As a Church in the Reformed Tradition, we believe that we discern the will of God 
most effectively together, not as individuals. We gather, in the spirit of worship, 
around the Word, and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, to seek the will of God. 
To discern well takes time, and we hope that concentrating the agenda of the 
Assembly on our business gives us the time we need. Taking time sometimes 
means not just time in one Assembly, but time to help those thinking over larger 
scale pieces of work test out their thinking, allowing the discernment of the wider 
Church to help shape the next stage of their work. Some of our time will, therefore, 
be spent in consultative mode – not taking final decisions, but assisting in ongoing 
processes of discerning God’s will for us. 

It is good that our focus will also be taken beyond the immediate concerns of the 
Assembly business. We look forward to welcoming children from the United 
Reformed Church to join with us on Saturday as we launch URC Children. We will 
hear greetings from friends around the world who, on this occasion, have not been 
able to join with us in person as international guests. We will also hear stories of 
work that has been going on in local churches through a series of short videos that 
we will engage with alongside our business, and hear of inspirational work going on 
from the winners of the Community Awards this year. 

Since Assembly last met in person, most of those responsible for the organisation of 
the General Assembly have changed, and we find ourselves preparing for an event 
without any prior experience. We’re very grateful to the Revd Michael Hopkins, the 
Clerk to Assembly, who is the only officer of the Assembly with any immediate prior 
experience of arranging Assemblies for his guidance and memory! We ask for your 
patience as some of us find our feet at the game which is called assembly 
arrangements. 



As you prepare for Assembly, I trust that you will do so prayerfully. The words in this 
book represent a great deal of work done on behalf of the Church, and as you read 
and absorb it, and ponder where we might be called in the future, I pray that your 
hearts and minds will be filled with the Holy Spirit. For it is the Spirit that unites us 
together as the Body of Christ and enlivens us as God’s People in the world today.  

I look forward to seeing you all in Swanwick in July. 

Yours in Christ, 

 
 
John Bradbury 
General Secretary 
 


