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Appendix 3:
Intergenerational 
approach

Introduction
“Intergenerational” is a growing way of approaching all areas of church life, including ministry 
and mission. Intergenerational, or IG for short, is more than all ages being together in the 
èÖâÚ�åáÖØÚ��ÙäÞãÜ�éÝÚ�èÖâÚ�éÝÞãÜ��ÜçÚÖé�éÝäêÜÝ�éÝÖé�ØÖã�×Ú	�.�ÄÂ�Þè�Ö×äêé�ÛäèéÚçÞãÜ�ÞãéÚçÖØéÞäã�
between the generations, enabling relationships to blossom that enrich everyone. Building 
ÛçÞÚãÙèÝÞåè�ìÞéÝ�åÚäåáÚ�äÛ�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�ÖÜÚè�ÖãÙ�Öé�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�èéÖÜÚè�éä�äêçèÚáëÚè�ÝÚáåè�êè�éä�èÚÚ�
éÝÚ�ìäçáÙ�ÖãÙ�äêç�ÛÖÞéÝ�Ûçäâ�èäâÚ�ëÚçî�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�åÚçèåÚØéÞëÚè.�ÎÝÖçÞãÜ�ÚíåÚçÞÚãØÚè��ÞãéÚçÚèéè��
skills and stories helps us grow each other up as we grow closer to each other. Being together 
×ÞãÙè�êè�éäÜÚéÝÚç.�¼ãÙ�ÝÖëÞãÜ�Ûêã�Þè�äãÚ�äÛ�éÝÚ�ÚÖèÞÚèé�åáÖØÚè�éä�èéÖçé�éÝÞè�ÝÖ×Þé	

“As a church community we must learn to do only those things in separate age groups which 
we cannot in all conscience do together” - URC Charter for Children in the Church 1990.

People are now used to the idea of a household bubble, a support bubble (for childcare or 
éÝäèÚ�áÞëÞãÜ�äã�éÝÚÞç�äìã��ÖãÙ�ßäÞãÞãÜ�×ê××áÚè�éäÜÚéÝÚç.�Ôäê�ØäêáÙ�ÙçÖì�äã�éÝÞè�ÞÙÚÖ.�ÃäìÚëÚç��
some people have spent too much time with their own household and will want to be with 
others, so think about how to create diverse and safe groups for everyone.

Äé�Þè�ÊÆ�éä�ÝÖëÚ�èäâÚ�éÞâÚ�Þã�ÖÜÚ�åÚÚç�Üçäêåè�×êé�âÖàÚ�éÝÞè�éÝÚ�ÚíØÚåéÞäã�çÖéÝÚç�éÝÖã�
the norm.

Expect more chaos and embrace the randomness of who chooses to do what with whom. 
Expect things to take longer as people have to translate across the generations and negotiate 
âäçÚ�ìÞéÝ�ÚÖØÝ�äéÝÚç.�ÏÝÚ�×ÚãÚįé�Þè�éÝÚ�çÚáÖéÞäãèÝÞåè�×ÚÞãÜ�ÙÚëÚáäåÚÙ�ÖãÙ�éÝÚ�Øä�áÚÖçãÞãÜ�ÖãÙ�
forming of community.

An Intergenerational Holiday Club
ÏÝÞè�ØäêáÙ�×Ú�äĭÚçÚÙ�Öè�Ö�ĒÛêã�ÙÖîē��Ö�ìÚÚàáî�ÜÚé�éäÜÚéÝÚç��ÚÖçáî�ÚëÚãÞãÜ��×çÞãÜ�îäêç�åÞØãÞØ�éÚÖ���
or a holiday club over a few days.

Principles
The aim is to enable people to build relationships with those of other ages and generations. 
To do this they need opportunities to spend time together doing things together and talking 
together.

Gçoups
ÊçÜÖãÞèÚ�Þãéä�èâÖáá�Üçäêåè�éÝÖé�âÞí�êå�éÝÚ�ÜÚãÚçÖéÞäãè	�¿ÞĭÚçÚãØÚ�Þè�Öã�ÖèèÚé.�Ôäê�ÜÞëÚ�Üçäêåè�
things that not everyone in that group can do, but they can share out the tasks between them 
��áÞàÚ�çÚÖÙÞãÜ�ÞãèéçêØéÞäãè��çêããÞãÜ�éä�įãÙ�éÝÞãÜè��ÙçÖìÞãÜ�äã�åçÚëÞäêè�àãäìáÚÙÜÚ��ÖØØÚèèÞãÜ�
ãÚì�ÞãÛäçâÖéÞäã��ØçÚÖéÞãÜ�éÝÞãÜè�Ûçäâ�ßêãà.�ÃÚáå�éÝÚâ�×Ú�Ö�éÚÖâ���ÜÞëÚ�åäÞãéè�Ûäç�Ýäì�âÖãî�
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ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�éÝÞãÜè�ÚÖØÝ�åÚçèäã�ØäãéçÞ×êéÚè�éä.�ÄãØáêÙÚ�éÝÞãÜè�éÝÖé�ÙçÖì�äã�ÚëÚçîäãÚēè�àãäìáÚÙÜÚ�
��ÚÜ�Ö�æêÞï�éÝÖé�ÞãØáêÙÚè�ØêççÚãé�ØêáéêçÚ��àÞÙèē�ÏÑ�èÝäìè��ÝÞèéäçî��½Þ×áÚ�àãäìáÚÙÜÚ��áäØÖá�
information, your church etc. Picture rounds are good too.

ÂÞëÚ�èåÚØÞįØ�éÖèàè�éä�éÝÚ�äáÙÚèé��îäêãÜÚèé��éÖááÚèé��èÝäçéÚèé��èåäçéÞÚèé��âäèé�èéîáÞèÝ��èÞááÞÚèé��
wisest member.

Pairs
¾ÝÖááÚãÜÚ�åÚäåáÚ�éä�įãÙ�Ö�åÖçéãÚç�Öé�áÚÖèé�!%�îÚÖçè�äáÙÚç�äç�îäêãÜÚç�Ûäç�Ö�áÞèéÚãÞãÜ�ÚíÚçØÞèÚ��
or to each share something about themselves (eg favourite thing to eat/place to go/person to 
travel with/thing to wear/way to be brave etc – link to the story).

Íespoãse�styáes
ÊçÜÖãÞèÚ�åÚäåáÚ�×î�éÝÚÞç�åçÚÛÚççÚÙ�ÖØéÞëÞéî��çÖéÝÚç�éÝÖã�ÖÜÚ����ØäãèéçêØéÞäã��Öçé�ØçÖĳ��
ÙÞèØêèèÞäã��ÙçÖâÖ���ÖãÙ�Öèà�ÚÖØÝ�âêáéÞ�ÜÚãÚçÖéÞäãÖá�Üçäêå�éä�åçÚåÖçÚ�èäâÚéÝÞãÜ�éä�èÝÖçÚ�
with everyone else linked to the character/story. When you get to the sharing time,  
encourage people of all ages to share/present their group’s work and to give feedback on  
the other groups.

Immerse in the story
ÂçÞáá�éÝÚ�ØÝÖçÖØéÚç���ÞãëÞéÚ�åÚäåáÚ�äÛ�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�ÖÜÚè�éä�åáÖî�éÝÚ�ØÝÖçÖØéÚç�ÖãÙ�èÞé�Þã�éÝÚ�Ýäé�èÚÖé�
ÖãÙ�×Ú�ÖèàÚÙ�éÝçÚÚ�æêÚèéÞäãè�Ö×äêé�éÝÚâèÚáëÚè��ÚãèêçÞãÜ�æêÚèéÞäãè�ØäâÚ�Ûçäâ�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�ÖÜÚè�
– don’t worry about biblical accuracy in the answers – the aim is for people to experience the 
stories from the inside imaginatively, to play with being the characters. Swap around to give a 
ÛÚì�åÚäåáÚ�Ö�Üä�Ûäç�ÚÖØÝ�èéäçî��ÚëÚã�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�ØÝÖçÖØéÚçè�Þã�éÝÖé�èéäçî.

¾çaĳs�aãÙ�çecÞpes
ÀãØäêçÖÜÚ�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�ÖÜÚè�éä�ìäçà�éäÜÚéÝÚç�ÖãÙ�ÝÚáå�ÚÖØÝ�äéÝÚç��èÝÖçÞãÜ�èàÞááè.

Games/soãÜs
ÄãëÞéÚ�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�ÖÜÚè�éä�ØÝääèÚ�ÖãÙ�èÖî�×çÞÚĲî�ìÝî�éÝÚî�áÞàÚ�éÝÚÞç�ØÝäÞØÚ.

Prayers
ÄãëÞéÚ�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�ÖÜÚè�éä�ìäçà�éäÜÚéÝÚç�éä�ØçÚÖéÚ�ÖãÙ�áÚÖÙ�åçÖîÚçè��èÚé�êå�åçÖîÚç�èéÖéÞäãè�ÖãÙ�
invite people to go with a partner at least 15 years older or younger.

Èemoçy�veçses
Encourage everyone to work on ways to remember the verse together – could the group  
think of actions or another way to help them remember the verse. Can they share tips on  
Ýäì�éä�çÚâÚâ×Úç�éÝÞãÜè��ÀãØäêçÖÜÚ�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�ÖÜÚè�éä�éÚèé�ÚÖØÝ�äéÝÚç�äã�éÝÚ�ëÚçèÚ�Ûçäâ�éÝÚ�
day before.

ÏhÞãÜs�to�Ùo�toÜetheç
Telling the stories, watching videos etc; eating and drinking; playing games (NB keeping score 
and being referee are key roles for the less mobile���ØäááÚØéÞëÚ�Öçé�åçäßÚØéè��èÞãÜÞãÜ�ÖãÙ�ÙÖãØÞãÜ.

Time Travellers
This theme provides lots of opportunities for intergenerational engagement.

ÔäêãÜÚç�åÖçéÞØÞåÖãéè�ØÖã�êèÚ�éÝÚ�äååäçéêãÞéî�éä�áÚÖçã�âäçÚ�Ö×äêé�éÝÚ�áÞëÚè�äÛ�äáÙÚç�
participants and together travel back in time to when they were young. Build in a slot each day 
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when someone is asked about when they were X (pick an age under 18 – if possible the age of 
a child or young person present) – and invite everyone to ask them questions eg: 

• When you were X what was your favourite thing to wear?
• ÒÝÚã�îäê�ìÚçÚ�Ó�ìÝÖé�ìÖè�îäêç�ßäêçãÚî�éä�èØÝääá�äç�ìäçà�áÞàÚ�
• When you were X what was the best present you received?
• When you were X what did you want to be when you grew up?
• When you were X was church and faith part of your life?

ÀãØäêçÖÜÚ�ÄÂ�åáÖî�ìÞéÝ�éÝÚ�éÞâÚ�âÖØÝÞãÚ�éÝÖé�ÚÖØÝ�Üçäêå�ÝÖè�×êÞáé���áÚé�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�âÚâ×Úçè�
of the group each day pick the time they would most like to travel back to in history and then 
everyone act out a scene from that time (might be dinosaurs chasing you or being servants in a 
×ÞÜ�ÝäêèÚ�äç�įÜÝéÞãÜ�Þã�Ö�ÛÖâäêè�×ÖééáÚ�ÚéØ����éÝÞãà�Èç�½Úããēè�ÖÙëÚãéêçÚè	

Encourage an IG conversation each day linked to the story – encourage everyone to be curious 
éäÜÚéÝÚç���îäê�ØäêáÙ�įãÙ�èäâÚ�ØçÚÖéÞëÚ�ìÖîè�éä�çÚØäçÙ�éÝÚ�Üçäêå�ØäãëÚçèÖéÞäã�äã�Ö�áÖçÜÚ�
sheet of paper and display this:

• ÀíäÙêè���ÝÖëÚ�îäê�ÚëÚç�ÛÚáé�éÝÖé�ÂäÙ�ìÖè�èÝäìÞãÜ�îäê�éÝÚ�ìÖî�éä�Üä��ÒÝÖé�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�åáÖØÚè�
has God led us as a group?

• �ÎÖâêÚá���Ýäì�Ùä�îäê�ÝÚÖç�ÂäÙ�éÖáàÞãÜ�éä�îäê��Ãäì�âÖãî�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�ìÖîè�Ùä�ìÚ�ÝÚÖç�ÂäÙ�Þã�
our group?

• ÁÚÚÙÞãÜ�%�   ���ÝÖëÚ�îäê�ÚëÚç�àãäìã�ÂäÙ�åçäëÞÙÚ�èäâÚéÝÞãÜ�îäê�ãÚÚÙ�ßêèé�Öé�éÝÚ�çÞÜÝé�
éÞâÚ��ÒÝÖé�ÙÞĭÚçÚãé�éÝÞãÜè�ÝÖè�ÂäÙ�åçäëÞÙÚÙ�Ûäç�êè�Öè�Ö�Üçäêå�

• Lydia’s baptism – has someone surprising every invited you to their house? What surprising 
invitations have we had in our group?

• Palm Sunday – have you ever wanted to shout and sing about something or someone? 
ÒÝÚã�ÝÖëÚ�ìÚ�ÚëÚç�ßäÞãÚÙ�Þã�ìÞéÝ�Ö�ØçäìÙ�ØÚáÚ×çÖéÞãÜ�èäâÚéÝÞãÜ�äç�èäâÚäãÚ�Þã�äêç�Üçäêå�




