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Worship 
materials
for local churches 
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The United Reformed Church is 50 years old! This significant milestone offers a unique 
chance for everyone involved with the denomination to reflect on the URC’s story so far,  
as well as think about where God might be calling us next.

This booklet contains materials to help your local church focus its worship around this 
important time of celebration. It has three sections:
• The year of jubilee – exploring the Biblical significance of “jubilee” and how this might 

shape our celebrations.
• Let the river flow – reflecting on flowing rivers and water as metaphors of the life which 

God offers us, and the journey God calls us on.
• God’s never-ending story – considering the eternal nature of God’s call on our lives and 

what this means for our own lives, and that of the URC.

Each section contains Bible readings, prayers, liturgy, activities and suggestions to help plan 
services and other opportunities for worship. Please feel free to use whatever is useful, and to 
adapt things for use in your own context.

If you have any questions, or would like to discuss anything further, please email:  
50@urc.org.uk 

Section one – The year of jubilee

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”
Luke 4:18-19 (NRSV)
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In 2022, the United Reformed Church (URC) celebrates its 50th anniversary. The number 50 
has a great significance in the Old Testament. According to the laws God set out for his people 
in Leviticus 25, every seventh year was to be a “sabbath year”. The year following the seventh 
sabbath year, the 49th year, was to be declared a jubilee, focusing on freedom, redemption, 
return of property to the rightful owners, rest, wisdom, and forgiveness; all values which are 
core to the Gospel which Christ came to bring.

However, the significance of the number 50 is not limited to the Old Testament. In Acts 2, 
Pentecost, the celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit into the world, is seen widely by 
Christians as the point at which the Church was born. It is worth noting, that the original event 
took place during the Jewish Feast of Weeks, which occurred 50 days after the presentation of 
the first fruits of harvest in the temples.

As we mark 50 years of the URC, may we take time to rejoice that we are part of the redeemed, 
spirit-filled, God-inspired Church of Pentecost. Remembering that we are called, in this time of 
Jubilee, to continue the struggle for freedom, justice and love for all God’s peoples.

Bible passages

Leviticus 25: The sabbath year and the year of jubilee 
Here, the theme and purpose of jubilee is established as law and guidance and is laid out for 
the marking of the 50th year in the cycle of sabbath years. It is in this jubilee year that land is 
returned to its owner, people sold in service are released, we celebrate all being returned to 
God, the rightful owner.

Isaiah 61: The year of the Lord’s favour (also Luke 4: 18-19)
Isaiah takes up the theme of jubilee and reflects on freedom in a wider sense; considering 
captivity and freedom in more than a literal physical sense, but in consideration of other 
things, like sin and suffering which hold people captive. We are exhorted to praise, seek justice, 
rebuild, and renew. Jesus quotes this passage in the synagogue and declares his coming as the 
long-awaited jubilee – a time of redemption and new hope.

Psalm 24: The earth is the Lord’s
A key theme of jubilee is the reminder that everything in heaven, on earth and beyond belongs 
to God and that there is nothing greater than God. We return everything to God and recognise 
our place in the light of God’s greatness. Servants yes but loved and saved.

John 8:31-47: You shall be free indeed
John often presents Jesus in discussion, often heated, with those who do not recognise him, 
his nature, or his purpose. Here, Jesus speaks of the ( jubilee) freedom, gained through him – 
true freedom which is everlasting.

Colossians 1:15-23: The Centrality of Christ
Paul focusses on Christ and the crucial role that Christ plays in redemption and the 
overarching mission of God, Missio Dei, which we find summarised in verses 19 and 20;  
the reconciliation of all things, to God, through the blood of Christ shed on the cross.
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Hymns and songs
Here is a small selection of suggested hymns and songs which reflect the theme of jubilee:
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Hymn book source Licencing

First line or title R&S CH4 STF CMP CCLi One PD

All creatures of our God  
and King

All heaven declares

All I once held dear

All to Jesus, I surrender

God in his love for us

I will offer up my life

Jubilate, everybody

Lord, come and heal  
Your Church

Make me a channel of  
your peace

O Lord, all the world  
belongs to you

Restore, O Lord

Take my life and let it be

The earth is the Lord’s

The kingdom of God

There is a Redeemer

Therefore the redeemed  
of the Lord

39

85

713

629

90

371

200

147

426

506

503

65

528

469

502

559

99

293

489

727

446

707

566

255

338

7

14

799

25

832

990

394

427

456

579

624

642

651

673

685

R&S Rejoice and Sing (United Reformed Church)
CH4 Church Hymnary 4 (Church of Scotland)
STF Singing the Faith (Methodist Church)
CMP Complete Mission Praise
CCLi Christian Copyright Licencing International
One One Licence: church music copyright permissions
PD Public Domain



5

Liturgy and prayers

Call to worship (inspired by Isaiah 61)
 We gather to worship and proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.
All  We celebrate and praise our God for the year of jubilee.
 We declare good news to the poor.
All  We declare freedom to the captives, release for the prisoners and the binding up of   
 broken hearts.
 Those who mourn will be comforted.
All  Instead of ashes the oil of joy will flow.
 Put on praise instead of despair.
All  We will delight in the Lord. We will rejoice in our God.
 Let us worship the Living God.
All  Give glory to God, the faithful one.

Call to worship (inspired by Psalm 24)
 Everything belongs to the Lord God.
All  The world and all living things.
 By God’s grace we stand in God’s presence.
All  Through Christ we are washed clean.
 Open wide doors of your hearts again,
All  that the King of glory may come in
 Let us worship God Almighty –
All  the King of glory.

Prayer of praise and petition
Creator God, we praise you for your love and delight in your creation, thanking you for the 
generosity with which you bless us each day. For the world and all living things that you have 
created, we give glory to your name.

Saving God, we praise you that your love for us was poured out in Christ, whose life and 
example reveal the nature of untainted humanity in perfect union with the divine. We praise 
you, that through his death and resurrection, you have redeemed us and by his blood all 
things, in all creation may be reconciled to you.

Liberating God, we praise you for the true freedom that is found in Christ – freedom to be what 
you created us to be. We praise you for your deep love and care for the poor and those unjustly 
treated and for calling us to share this love and passion for freedom for all in you.

God of joy and peace, you are worthy of all praise and glory, so today we lift our hearts and 
voices with thanksgiving and sing praise for your faithfulness and love in the work and life of 
the United Reformed Church in this year of jubilee. Take us, remake us, and challenge us with 
a Spirit-filled, world transforming call to bring freedom and love wherever you call us and in 
whatever work you require of us as we look to the future with hope.

Confession and assurance of pardon
In the light of God’s glory, we recognise the shadows and darkness in our own lives, so let us 
come to confess our sins and seek forgiveness.
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Silence for reflection.

 Saviour God, you bring freedom, yet we are afraid to be free.
 Lord, have mercy.
All  Lord, have mercy.
 Redeeming God, you forgive without cost, yet we strive to earn what is freely given.
 Christ, have mercy.
All  Christ, have mercy.
 We cling on to the past and are fearful of what the future may hold.
 Lord, have mercy.
All  Lord, have mercy.

Silence is kept.

 Jesus declares: “If the Son gives you freedom, you are free!”
 In Christ our sins are forgiven, we are set free.
All  Thanks be to God.

Blessing and sending
In the name of Christ, empowered by the Spirit to do greater things, let us go to bring Good 
News to the poor, announce freedom to the prisoners, give sight to the blind and to liberate 
those who suffer. May our lives, in thought, word and deed, be an offering of love and service 
to God and all to whom God sends us. And may the blessing of God, ever three and ever one, 
glorious Trinity, be upon us and remain with us always. Amen.

Intergenerational worship and activities

Ideas for prayer

Act of confession: “You have broken the chains” 
You will need:
• strips of paper (to make a chain)
• pens or pencils
• glue or tape.

The theme of jubilee is all about freedom – we are set free in Christ. Give everyone a strip 
of paper. Invite them to write their name on it or, if they wish, write or draw word picture of 
prayers for forgiveness. Gather these together and join them to make a chain. If possible, 
drape the chain around the people present. After saying a prayer of confession, invite everyone 
to break the chain up. Gather the pieces in a recycling bin or sack to symbolize that our sins  
are no longer with us. Share an assurance of forgiveness with everyone. Share words from 
Psalm 103:8-12.  

A declaration of freedom in Christ: “If the Son frees you, you are free!”
You will need:
• helium filled biodegradable dove balloons. These are available from various online 

suppliers and can be filled by local balloon retailers at a reasonable price. 
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The release of doves is a powerful symbol of hope, peace and freedom, but the use of live 
doves is ethically questionable, so biodegradable balloons make a sound alternative.  
Gather outside, with people of different ages holding the balloons, ready to release. If only one 
balloon is used, several people could be asked to hold the string. Together, or with different 
voices – perhaps those holding the balloons, shout the words from Luke 4:18-19. Release the 
balloons and encourage everyone to give a good cheer and applause.

Caution: Before releasing the balloons, check whether there are any local restrictions, eg if 
you are near an airport or overhead power lines. An alternative might be to make dove shaped 
bunting to hang outside your church building, perhaps along a fence or railings. The words of 
the reading could be written on the bunting.

All-age reflections

What does it mean to be free?
The question of freedom is more complicated than we might expect. How do we understand 
freedom? What do we mean when we say free? Here are a few ideas to help people explore 
freedom together.

You will need:
• a small but visible plastic drinks bottle from which someone could suck the air
• a jug of coloured water (not on show to begin with).

Show the bottle and ask people to describe it. Some may say it is empty, but it is actually full 
of air. Ask how we can get the air out of it. If we try sucking the air out of the bottle, what 
happens when we stop and let go? The air rushes back in. Likewise, we can deal with sin on 
our own, but no matter how hard we try, in the end, we go back to selfish ways. The best way 
to get the air out of the bottle is to fill the bottle with something else which pushes the air 
out. Demonstrate this with the coloured water. This illustration reminds us that when we are 
forgiven, our sin is removed, and something better is available to take its place. The Holy Spirit 
fills us. We sometimes resist, but God wants to fill us to overflowing, and keep on filling us 
with the love, joy and peace that the Spirit brings.  

Free for what? 
We are set free by God in order that we might serve others. The following activity is designed 
to explore this.

You will need:
• a large goldfish bowl, tank, or similar transparent container with water in
• a plastic goldfish, robotic swimming fish are available, or one could be made of plasticine or 

polymer clay and suspended in the water. 

Look at the fish in the bowl. It can’t be a very interesting world to live in, swimming round and 
round with nowhere to go. Ask what the fish might be thinking. Maybe the fish is thinking,  
“I’d like to get out of this bowl! I want to be free!” Take it out of the bowl and explain that the 
fish is no longer trapped in the bowl. Is there a problem? What will happen to the fish now? 
When we are set free, we don’t just need to be set free, but to move onto something better. 
When God sets people free it’s not onto nothing, neither is it to be free to do whatever  
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we want. That could lead us into all sorts of problems! Instead, we are set free from selfishness 
and evil in order to love and serve God as we build and strengthen our relationship with God, 
just like we were created to do.

Free to follow God’s way
God shows us how to live, not by doing whatever we want but by living his way, remembering 
that he is the one in charge. We follow the way of God by loving God and loving our 
neighbours, the two commandments which, when asked, Jesus used to summarise everything 
that God wants of us (Mark 12:30-31). That’s how our lives should be – doing things God’s way. 

You will need:
• snakes and ladders boards (available for 

printing from various sources online)
• dice
• counters
• printed sheets with the rules of snakes and 

ladders.

Explain that everyone can have a go at playing 
snakes and ladders, but there are no rules! 
Everyone can play however they like.  
After letting people play for a few minutes, stop 
and ask how things are going. Has anybody won 
yet? It might be fun to decide on your own way of playing a game, but the problem is that if 
everyone plays the game in their own way then things can get a bit fraught, and arguments 
can easily erupt. It’s not fair! Let’s try again, but this time following some rules. Either hand 
out sheets with the rules on or encourage everyone playing to agree rules before starting the 
game again. The game might not go as we want it to, but, with rules, everyone now has the 
opportunity to win. This is much fairer. God’s two main rules are for us to love him and our 
neighbour. With those rules in our hearts, we can find ways of living as God wants us to, as we 
seek to make this world a fairer happier place for all. 

Supporting the wider community

New reality, same mission (the Pastoral Cycle)
Looking to the future, the reality around us may have changed through the Covid-19 
pandemic, but God’s call to mission, as we seek to live out God’s values of love and justice, 
Walking the Way: Living the life of Jesus today, remains the same.

In 2020, members of the URC’s Church Related Community Work, Church and Society, 
Children’s and Youth Work and Walking the Way teams, along with Church Action on Poverty, 
started a conversation called ‘New Reality, Same Mission’ about helping congregations think 
about mission and community engagement in these challenging times.

As a follow-up to that conversation, a number of resources and suggestions are available 
to help local congregations engage with their wider communities using a process known as 
the “Pastoral Cycle” to help recognise, unpack and cater for the needs of people in the local 
neighbourhood. Visit www.urc.org.uk/our-news-stories/coronavirus-advice/new-reality-
same-mission/ to learn more.
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Choose a charity
Taking the theme of the jubilee year as expressed in Isaiah 61, select a charity whose work 
reflects the justice and freedom that the year supports. Ask your local church meeting if they 
would be willing to support this charity during the jubilee year. If the church already supports a 
specific charity, then ask them to raise the profile of their giving and prayer support for  
this charity. This is a year to emphasise the work of churches both within and beyond their  
own walls.   

Here are just a few ideas that local churches can consider as they raise awareness, support, 
and money for their chosen charity.
• A regularly updated display, produced by people of different ages and backgrounds, to 

promote and celebrate the work of the charity and encourage giving and prayer
• A regular prayer update and giving request for the charity presented in all church 

publications, (eg magazines, newsletters, website, Facebook page). Encourage different 
people to contribute to these

• A variety of fundraising events (eg open days, concerts, film making, family fun days, 
shared meals)

• Encourage members and friends to collect money in creative ways (eg sticking coins to a 
heart shape, dove shape or similar, filling jars with coins etc)

• Contact local schools to ask if they would be willing to support fundraising (eg as part of a 
Duke of Edinburgh volunteering project)

• Hold a church gift day where proceeds are given to the charity rather than kept by  
the church

• Have a second offertory or collection as part of regular celebrations of Holy Communion 
giving the proceeds to the chosen charity.

Seasonal links

The theme of jubilee, marking a significant anniversary in the cycle of life of God’s people, has 
strong links with many of the Church’s seasons.

Remembrance
In looking back, we give thanks and express gratitude for 
the lives of those who have gone before, especially those 
who make the ultimate sacrifice. We remember, not just 
on 11 November, but at other times such as All Saints 
Days, and in Advent. Special memorials or “remembering” 
services are particularly appreciated at these times when 
the sense of loss or grief may be particularly sharpened. It is 
important that these feelings are as much a part of our jubilee 
commemoration as any others.

Lent
This is perhaps the most obvious season to focus on in terms 
of the themes of freedom, favour and forgiveness. The period 
of Lent, when we focus on the sacrifice and suffering of 
Jesus often by giving up something we like, offers a valuable 
opportunity to promote engagement with justice building; 
whether that’s through our community engagement or giving 
to charities we care about.  
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Easter, which follows Lent, lends itself well to the theme of jubilee, as it is the most joyful time 
of the Christian year, marking the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, bringing about our 
redemption and salvation. He is risen! Halleluiah!

Ordinary time
The acknowledgement, in a jubilee year, that the earth is God’s and everything in it, makes 
an excellent focus during the summer months when outdoor activity and worship are more 
of a possibility, especially on the run up to Harvest celebrations in late summer. Care for 
the creation, and good stewardship of everything God has gifted to us should remain high 
on our agenda, with God’s creative love and attention to detail inspiring us to do likewise 
with all we are responsible for. To help with this, especially in finding ways of connecting 
with environmental issues, it is worth exploring Forest Church (www.bit.ly/URCJW2), which 
encourages worship, fellowship and the living out of faith in the great outdoors.
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Section two – Let the river flow

“On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, 
‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the 
scripture has said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water’.”  
John 7: 37-38

The river, flowing from its source, the throne and presence of the living God, is a powerful 
image that we see repeated throughout scripture. From the earliest prophets in the Old 
Testament through to the Revelation of John at the end of the New Testament, we sense the 
image of this same river flowing through history, drawing in and uniting God’s people. We, like 
our predecessors in the Bible, are invited to dive in, wade, swim and be filled by the life-giving 
water that flows from the Spirit of God, moving in us and through us.

As well as this lasting image of the Spirit of God, alive and active as a flowing river, the uniting 
journey of the different branches and tributaries which make up the United Reformed Church 
also fits well with this metaphor, as different groups and strands come together, flowing 
onwards as part of the one Church of Christ in all time and places. This is a strong image on 
which to reflect at this milestone in our history.

The river of God highlights themes of eternity and God’s unchanging love and generosity, 
movement towards the future with hope, cleansing and refreshment. It gives us satisfaction 
in knowing and living, both with and for, God, with the energy of our faith lived out together, 
fueled by the drive of God’s desire to be reconciled with all creation.
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Water is the key to life as we know it, as is the Holy Spirit whom we find through Christ, who 
will sustain us through times of change as we look forward with hope. We also must not 
overlook the significance which rivers and water hold in baptism, including Jesus’ baptism  
in the Jordan river (Matthew 3:13-17). We must take the opportunity to celebrate our  
own baptism, and engage with those who, over many years, have been baptised in our  
local churches.

Bible passages

Exodus 17:1-7: Water from the rock 
This is a powerful reminder, in a very literal sense, that water is essential for life and that, by 
God’s grace, we are blessed with the water. It is often the most fundamental, simple things 
that we take for granted and still, for many, the luxury of clean, safe running water is not 
available. This is a call to faith, thanksgiving and service.

Psalm 1: A tree planted by streams of water 
Here, water is a symbol of the blessings and sustaining power of God which leads to 
fruitfulness in the lives of those who place their trust in God. Our faith will flourish when we 
are firmly rooted in Christ and the Spirit is flowing through us, that we might bear the fruit  
of love.

Psalm 42: As the deer pants for the water
Thirst needs to be satisfied. The beautiful analogy of this psalm compares our natural thirst 
for water with our deep need for God. As Augustine of Hippo famously reminds us: “Thou hast 
made us for thyself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it finds its rest in thee.” Our thirst, 
ultimately, can only find satisfaction in God.

Ezekiel 47:1-12: A river flowing from the temple
Ezekiel’s prophetic visions were complex and, at times, disturbing, but they give insight into 
the nature and holiness of God. Here, his vision is of a river flowing out from the temple, God’s 
dwelling place on earth. This river brings life, wellbeing and fruitfulness to all that come into 
contact with it. This is a powerful image of the abundant life that is only found in relationship 
with God.

Matthew 3:11-17 and Mark 1: 9-11: The baptism of Jesus
Jesus had no need to be baptised. Baptism is a sign of repentance, dying to an old way of life 
and rising to a new path. Jesus was sinless and yet from the very beginning of his ministry he 
identified fully with us – as people who, so often, fall short of what God requires of us. The 
baptism of Jesus marks the beginning of something new for all of us, a reality in which God 
walked amongst us as one of us through Jesus and remains present with us today through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

John 7:37-39: Living water
Here, Jesus points to the ultimate and eternal satisfaction of the human longing for God in the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. God is no longer to be found only in the physical space of the 
temple, but rather in the hearts and lives of all people; that living water might well up within 
them, and that the world might be blessed by God through them.
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Revelation 22:1-5: The river of life
The vision of a river revealed in the Ezekiel reading above now comes to John who sees that 
it flows no longer from God’s temporary, earthly dwelling in the temple, but from a God who 
dwells within the hearts of people. This river acts as both our source of sustenance and the 
path we must follow – a path to new life, everlasting life, in harmony with God.

Hymns and songs

Here is a small selection of suggested hymns and songs which reflect the theme of rivers  
and water:

Hymn book source Licencing

First line or title R&S CH4 STF CMP CCLi One PD

As pants the hart for  
cooling streams

As the deer pants for  
the waters

As water to the thirsty

Cause me to come to  
thy river

Down the mountain the  
river flows

God is our strength  
and refuge

Here is love vast as  
the ocean

Lord, the light of  
your love

Over the mountains

River, wash over me

When peace like a river

689 32

550

448

544

441

377

59

37

803

68

821

188

987

445

1006

581

757
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Liturgy and prayers

Call to worship (inspired by John 7:37 and 38)
Come weary traveler, tired and parched from the dusty heat of the journey. Come to the one 
who gives true rest and who satisfies that deep longing, that thirst, which finds no other 
satisfaction. Hear the words of invitation: “…and let the one who believes in me drink. As the 
scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” Come and 
praise, come and worship and let the living water flow.

 Let us come near to God, as we encounter the living word,
All  we will delight in the law of God as we meditate upon it.
 Let us sink our roots deep in the fertile soil of truth and love,
All  and draw water from the streams of God’s love and life.
 Let us bear the fruit for which God created us,
All  let love and life abound.

Prayer of praise and petition
Living God, in you is life, in you is love and from your very heart flows the water which brings 
cleansing, refreshing, new life to all who would receive it.

In Christ, you have made yourself knowable and known. Through his life and ministry, you 
revealed a new way, a way to life in all its fullness.

At the cross, you opened wide the flood gates of mercy. At the empty tomb, you declared 
victory over evil and death. At Pentecost, you poured out your life-transforming Spirit upon 
your people, your presence welling up and overflowing throughout creation.

In us, and through us, your living water continues to flow. Cleanse us, refresh us, renew us, that 
we may be open channels through which you may bless the world.

Lead us on, that we may face the future with hope, embrace the change you bring, and see the 
deserts of this troubled world irrigated by your love, and filled with the blooms of life. Amen.

Confession and assurance
From the throne of God flows the river of Life, filling, transforming and renewing. Yet we resist 
its flow and dwell in dry places. So, let us confess our sins and seek God’s forgiveness.

Silence for reflection

God of mercy and compassion, you are generous in the love and life which flows from you, yet 
we put up barriers, resist the flow and direction that you give us. We syphon off the blessings 
for ourselves and fail to be channels through which others may be blessed. Forgive us, revive 
us and make us new.

Silence for reflection

Let the living water flow freely again, for in Christ our sins are forgiven, the way is made open, 
and the river may run its course. Amen.
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Blessing and sending
As we go from this place, may God’s river flow through every part of our lives, every moment 
of our week, and in every conversation and encounter we experience. May we be channels 
of love and life from God, our source and sustainer. And may the blessing of God, Creator, 
Redeemer and Guide, be upon us, and remain with us, always. Amen.

Ideas for intergenerational worship and activities

Celebrating unity and commitment:  
going with God’s flow
As God’s people, we are all 
called to follow wherever 
God leads, to go with the 
flow of God. The river is a 
powerful force of movement 
and direction and a source of 
life. Here we celebrate that 
we are all together in God’s 
life, transforming service and 
life which flows ever from the 
heart of God to eternity.

You will need:
• printed fish shapes, or fish 

shapes on various pieces of 
coloured card for people to 
decorate, and/or write their 
names on

• a variety of materials for 
colouring and decorating

• a display area decorated with strips of blue paper, ribbon etc, to represent the river of life 
flowing from God’s throne.

1. Invite everyone to decorate one of the fish and/or write their name on it. Make sure that 
everyone decorates and/or writes on the same side of the fishes so that they will all be 
facing the same way when they are finished. Perhaps people could also be invited to 
decorate or write on a fish on behalf of people who cannot be there, or who are unable to 
take part in this activity. 

2. Once everyone is ready, place all the fish in the display area representing the river of God, 
all facing the same direction. 

3. If possible, gather everyone around the display, taking care to include those who are not 
able to move physically towards the display, or do not want to take part physically.  
Take time to read out the names on the fish, praying silently for each of those represented. 
Perhaps a song could be played or sung at this time (see hymns and songs above). 
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4. Once all the people have been prayed for silently, pray together, out loud, a simple prayer 
of commitment like: “Together, we join in the service of God and one another. Together we 
seek to live and love as God’s people. Together we will share God’s good news. Together, we will 
go with God’s flow, wherever God leads us. Amen.”

Intercession: water for life
Water is as essential for life as the Holy Spirit is essential for faith. Here, we reflect on the 
importance of water for us and others and the way in which it can symbolise the presence of 
the Holy Spirit in our lives.

You will need:
• a cup for everyone present (remember to be 

eco-friendly, using reusable or recyclable cups 
where possible)

• a large jug from which to fill the cups with 
water.

1. Distribute the cups to everyone, and pour 
water from the jug into them, explaining that 
the water that fills each of the cups comes 
from the same source. 

2. Encourage everyone to look at the water they 
are holding, remind them of its importance 
to life. We need water for health and life. 
Together, thank God for the gift of water and 
the ease by which obtain it. Think about what it 
feels like to be thirsty, longing for refreshment. 
Think about those for whom free access to 
clean, safe water is not available. 

3. Read these words from John 7:37-38:  
“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink.  
As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water’.” 

4. Invite everyone to take a sip of water, focussing on how it tastes and feels in their mouths, 
and to swallow it. Repeat this process a few times. Just as water refreshes the body so the 
Holy Spirit gives life to our faith and relationship with God. Pray for deepening of faith, 
asking the Spirit to fill us anew and transform us. 

5. If people are able to go outside, use a small amount of the water to water a plant nearby. 
Reflect together on God’s creation, praying for God’s sustaining power.
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All-age reflections

Living water: essential for life
Just as we need water to drink to keep our bodies alive, so we also need the Holy Spirit to keep 
our faith alive.

You will need:
• eight x five-litre bottles and one x two-litre bottle of water (or containers which total 42 

litres such as office water dispenser bottles)
• a cloth to cover the bottles with.

1. Explain that you have something to show the congregation, taking the cover off to reveal 
the water in the bottles. There are 42 litres here, a significant amount! Does anyone know 
why? Take suggestions from the congregation. 

2. 42 litres is the average amount of water in an adult human body, making our bodies, on 
average, 60% water (someone who is approximately 70kg/11 stone in weight would have 
around 42 litres of water in their body). That’s why water is so important to us, and why 
we need to drink plenty of it. As such, an average person can only survive without water 
for around three days. We are, literally, living water; walking, talking, running, dancing, 
sleeping, sitting, laughing, crying, jumping, living water! It’s not just us, but all the 
wonderful array of living, leaping, crawling, creeping, flying and swimming creatures, as 
well as the plants around us, are also made largely of water. 

3. Share a reading from John 7:37-39. Explain that Jesus often used images, ideas and 
experiences that people were familiar with to help them understand things that were 
important, including things about God. We know, just like the people Jesus spoke to in 
this reading, what it feels like to be thirsty. We know, just like those people, that we need 
water to live. Jesus also knows that people need more than water to help them reach their 
full potential; they need to keep their faith and love for God alive. When Jesus talks about 
living water, he is talking about the Holy Spirit, which flows from God to fill us up, giving us 
the strength, courage, and faith we need to live for God, and to care for others around us.

Bubbling over: channels of love and life
The love and life that flows into us from the Holy Spirit is not just for us to enjoy ourselves.  
We are given more than we need so that we can share it.

You will need:
• a large jug or bottle of water
• a large glass or beaker
• a large bowl or deep tray to catch the overflow
• small shot glasses (or plastic equivalents).

1. Place the large glass or beaker in a place where it is visible from around the worship space, 
placing it in the large bowl, or on the deep tray to catch the overflow. Tell the congregation 
that you fancy a drink of water and begin to pour water into the glass from the large jug or 
bottle of water slowly. As you do so, look around, seeming distracted. Keep going until the 
glass is full and begins to overflow. Say that you might have got a bit carried away, pouring 
more water than you need so that it has overflowed and spilled all around. The love and  
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life that comes from God through the Holy Spirit is there, not only to fill us, but to make us 
overflow, so that we can share the blessing with those around us. 

2. Invite some people to hold the shot glasses over the large bowl or deep tray. Take one 
of the shot glasses yourself, holding it above the others. Fill your glass until it overflows, 
challenging the others to catch the overflowing water in their glasses. In the same way, 
God fills us so that our love and blessing can overflow for others to enjoy. 

3. If possible, sing ‘Jesus Love is Bubblin’ Over’, a three-part song in which each group sings 
a different repeating phrase. The parts join in turn and then repeat for as long as you can 
bear! Here is the sheet music:

 
 

Baptism: a new beginning
If there is a baptism due to be celebrated in your church, this would be a great time to use this 
activity. Alternatively, it could be used as part of a service for members of the church to renew 
their baptismal vows.

You will need:
• a large envelope
• a piece of paper or card to put inside the envelope
• a large bowl of water in which forearms can be immersed
• a colourful mug.
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1. Read either Matthew 3:11-17 or Mark 1:9-11. Baptism involves someone being dipped, 
immersed or touched by water to signify the washing away of sin, and is a sign of God’s 
forgiveness in Christ, allowing us to rise to new life through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus didn’t need to be baptised because he was sinless and already had fullness of life as 
the son of God. But, it marked the beginning of his ministry, the journey he would go, and 
the sacrifice he would make on the cross on to give everyone, including us, the chance to 
enjoy the fulness of life that he did. 

2. Using the bowl of water, explain that you (or a volunteer) are going to wash your hands, but 
not just a quick wash or only covering your fingers. People used to plunge their hands and 
forearms into water when washing, which was known as baptising your arms to make sure 
they got a really good clean. 

3. Now, take the mug, and dip it into the bowl of water, bringing the cup out so that it is filled 
to the brim. When Jesus was baptised and rose from the water, we read about the Spirit 
descending like a dove. In our own baptism, we are filled up with God’s spirit claiming us as 
God’s own, until it is difficult for us to contain it, like it is now difficult to hold the water in 
the cup because there is so much of it! 

4. In baptisms today, not everyone is fully immersed in water like Jesus was. They might be 
sprinkled with water or have the sign of the cross made with water on their forehead, for 
example, however, the meaning and importance remains the same. We are cleansed of our 
sin, wrapped up and protected in God, and filled with the Holy Spirit as we enter new life 
through Jesus Christ.

The river of life: flowing from the throne
John, the person who is believed to have written the Book of Revelation, was very blessed to 
be chosen for this special task. In Revelation, there are lots of pictures and images painted 
with artistic words, which can seem quite strange and confusing at first. However, these vivid 
images reveal things (as the title suggests) about the past, the time in which John was writing, 
and the future. 

You will need:
• a throne-like chair standing on top of a cloth-covered table, placed at the front or centre of 

the worship space
• lengths of blue ribbon, each long enough to stretch to the back or outer reaches of  

the worship area, so that everyone attending can, at the approbate moment, hold part  
of a ribbon.

1. Share Revelation 22: 1-5. Our interpretation of Revelation today looks forward to the 
future, when the world as we know it will have ended and a whole new creation will be in 
place, a creation without pain, or suffering, without evil or fear, where all God’s people will 
live in God’s presence, loving God and one another. 

2. Invite everyone to spread out around the worship area and encourage them to take hold of 
one of the ribbons, making sure they stretch to the back or outer edges of the  
worship space. 
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3. John describes the new creation of God with an image of a river of life flowing from the 
throne of God. God is the source of all light and love. We are all invited to be part of God’s 
new creation, part of God’s Kingdom, part of the people of God, receiving love and life from 
God forever. 

4. As people hold different ribbons, representing different streams, stages and distances 
in the river that flows from God’s throne, take time to pray together for one another, 
and the unity you enjoy. Take time to greet others holding the same ribbon, paying close 
attention to the different people represented. Reflect together on what the future of your 
congregation, and your place in God’s plan might hold. How might you support each other 
as you journey through life, looking to God’s river of life and love as the eternal source of 
all we need?

Supporting the wider community

Baptism and jubilee: celebrating new beginnings
Another key factor of baptism, in relation to God’s river of life depicted in Revelation, is the 
way in which it enables us to become inward flowing streams of the river, as well as outward 
flowing streams through which the love and life of God may flow out. Baptism is a key moment 
for many, a mark of joining a church as a community of disciples to support them on their 
faith journey, and an acceptance of the call which God has placed on their life. The URC’s 50th 
jubilee year provides an opportune moment to invite people to join in a celebration of  
baptism in the local church, perhaps by being baptised themselves, or renewing their 
baptismal promises.

Why not hold an open day event in your church building, offering hospitality, including  
displays of everything your church is doing to help people both feed in to and flow out of the 
river of God? Include a simple display of the names of everyone who has been baptised in 
the church (known as the baptismal roll). If your church does not currently have a displayable 
record, might one be made by everyone signing a poster or tablecloth? Send greeting cards  
to all those who have been baptised into your church, offering blessing and support in  
prayer. Remember to invite people from the community, local groups and schools to join in  
the celebrations.  

Toilet Twinning: life through lavatories
As we have explored, water is essential for human life, but for many access to clean, safe water 
and sanitation and ablutions remains an aspiration rather than a reality. By twinning some, 
or all, of the toilets in your church building or home with toilets in parts of the world where 
improvements are needed, you can help to raise money and awareness of this longstanding 
issue. Visit www.toilettwinning.org/ to find out more.

Jubilee Debt Campaign: drop the debt
At the heart of virtually all global injustice, including access to clean water, is the concept of 
debt. According to Jubilee Debt Campaign UK, too much debt causes poverty and inequality 
by extracting wealth and enriching the 1% rather than supporting those who need it most. In 
the same way that jubilees of the past saw huge amounts of debt forgiven, so we must do now. 
Visit www.jubileedebt.org.uk/ to learn how you and your church can play your part.
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Seasonal links

Harvest
Harvest is about giving thanks to God for the rich blessings God has given us and preparing 
ourselves to share those blessings with others. We often think about food at harvest time, but 
water is just as essential for life and growth.  
The tree by the riverside in Psalm 1 draws life from 
the river. It cannot bear fruit without it. Harvest  
giving could be linked to fundraising activities, 
perhaps for toilet twinning.

Lent
This time of fasting in the run up to Easter  
begins with a recount of the baptism of Jesus 
followed, swiftly, by his time in the wilderness 
where, with the life and love of God flowing 
through him, he was able to overcome great 
challenges and temptations (Matthew 4:1-11), 
just as we are able to do today, thanks to  
his sacrifice.

Pentecost
The image of God’s river flowing with life and 
love resonates strongly with Pentecost, the 
season when we remember the Holy Spirit 
flowing into Jesus’ followers so that living water  
could well up within them, a blessing we continue to enjoy today.
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Section three – God’s never-ending story

“‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.’”
Revelation 22: 13

Story and story-telling play a fundamental role throughout the Bible, and in the very 
essence of our own lives today. Much of our day-to-day conversation and the way we build 
relationships and offer support to others, relies on the sharing of our stories, as we explore 
how everyone’s experiences, thoughts and characters weave together into a rich tapestry held 
together by God.

The Word of God in the Bible rests firmly at the heart of the Reformed Christian tradition.  
It is no surprise to see it identified as the key to understanding God’s purposes for the 
work and life of the United Reformed Church – as stated in the Basis of Union, the main 
constitutional document of the denomination. The whole purpose of Scripture is to help us 
recount and explore the wonder and challenge of the story of God, as we work out how it 
relates to the story of humanity, both in Biblical times and today.  

This story of God contained within the Bible is often called the “Grand Narrative”. Although 
all the texts within it explore different things in different ways through the eyes of different 
people, together they tell the one story of God This offers us all a fresh opportunity to explore 
how our own life stories, along with the stories of our local churches and denomination,  
fit into this.
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Bible passages

Genesis 1 and 2: Creation
The story of God and humanity begins with creation. These opening chapters present us with 
two different perspectives of creation, drawing on different traditions. The first, in chapter one, 
takes a panoramic view, overseeing the wonder of creation in praise of the creator. The second, 
in chapter two, zooms in on a more intimate view of the hands-on approach that God takes in 
the forming of humankind; the creator kneels on the soil and grasps hands full of clay from 
which to shape us.

Genesis 3: The Fall
In rejecting God’s way, by snatching the role of determining right and wrong, humankind 
descends into a mess which affects all of creation. As individuals seek to impose their own 
will and interpretation on the world, those things which were created for good are exploited, 
including other humans. Conflict ensues, as selfishness and pride take hold. Humankind is 
ejected from the abundant life that God had planned in creation. However, God does not 
abandon humanity. Instead, God pursues us throughout history, longing for us to be reconciled 
and drawn back into right relationship with God. This is reflected in the verses and texts which 
follow. Here are some selected readings:

Genesis 9:1-17: God’s covenant with Noah
Genesis 12:1-5: The call of Abram
Genesis 15:1-5: God’s covenant with Abram
Genesis 28:10-21: Jacob’s dream
Genesis 37, 39-47: The story of Joseph and how Israel came to be in Egypt
Exodus 2-6: Meeting Moses and his call to lead
Exodus 7-12: Moses leads the people out following plagues sent by God
Exodus 19 – 40: God’s Law is given through Moses, held together by God’s grace

The rest of the Hebrew scriptures (Old Testament) see a continuation of God laying out rules 
and ways for humanity to be reconciled with God. Humans often make mistakes and fall short 
of what God requires, but God remains with them, anxious for them to succeed.

Colossians 1:19-20: God with us
This passage offers a simple and concise summary of the Gospel, telling us that God seeks 
to reconcile everything in creation with God again, through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The 
act of building a world of peace and reconciliation through Jesus is held by many to be the 
very mission of God (Missio Dei). This is the overarching purpose of all that God sought to 
accomplish in Christ, and through his people.

Acts 2 : The coming of the Holy Spirit
Revelation 21: 1-6: The new Heaven and new Earth
Revelation 21: 9-27: The new Jerusalem
Revelation 22: 1-22: The River of Life

The story of God is not over and will never be over (hence the title of this section of the 
worship resources!). There is a part of the Grand Narrative yet to come, and to which we look 
with hope, faith and anticipation – the completion of God’s plan in the new creation.  
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, which we continue to enjoy today, we can play our role in 
making this happen.
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* There are different versions of this hymn which focus on different points in the story of Jesus from Christmas to Easter.  

Jesus is Lord, creations 
voice proclaims it

O Lord my God  
(How great thou art)

Send me out from here

Tell me the old, old story

Tell me the stories  
of Jesus

Thanks to God whose  
Word

There’s a place where  
the streets shine

This is the day

Thou didst leave  
thy throne

We have a gospel  
to proclaim

We’ve a story to tell to  
the nations

268

117

319

377

192

154

605

194

363

353

82

152

418

367

506

594

628

629

1011

691

697

728

744

Hymn book source Licencing

First line or title R&S CH4 STF CMP CCLi One PD

And can it be

Blessed Assurance  
(This is my story)

*Go, tell it on the  
mountain

I cannot tell

I danced in the morning

Immortal, Invisible God

I serve a risen Saviour

366

164

265

195

67

396

561

404

132

345

548

350

247

55

33

59

179

266

327

295

Hymns and songs
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Liturgy and prayers

Call to worship
We come to God, Creator, Redeemer and Guide, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
end, whose love draws us close, and whose life gives us life. Let us lift both heart and mind in 
praise, let us bow in worship, let us celebrate all that unites and sets our stories at the heart of 
God’s story. Let us worship the living God.

Opening sentences (inspired Psalm 33)
 Sing to God with joy, all who live in God’s righteousness;
All It is right to praise God.
 God’s word created all things. God’s breath gives life.
All Let all creation stand in awe.
 The Lord brings our earthly plans to nothing.
All God’s truth, God’s plan, will last forever.
 We wait for our God, our help and our protection.
All Our hearts are made glad as we trust God’s holy name.
 Lord God, let your everlasting love be on us as we place our hope in you.
All Amen.

Prayer of praise
Lord, you spoke and all creation sprang into being, created for good, and to your glory. In 
its rich diversity, you formed humankind: fistfuls of clay shaped in your image, to live, and 
love, with you. Although we often reject your way, your love and grace pursue us. Despite our 
failure, you hold fast to your promises, and do not let us down.

Through Christ’s living, teaching, revealing, dying and rising, you have made clear the way to a 
new life and relationship with you: our sins forgiven and our hearts made new. You have given 
us the hope of eternity.

By the pouring out of your Spirit, you transform and equip us to pursue your service and 
calling, to proclaim the good news of Christ and draw others to you. Your Spirit gives us vision 
and purpose, challenge and comfort.

We praise you, loving God, for the future you have promised to all your people. New, abundant 
life in your eternal presence. All evil, all sorrow, even death itself, is overcome; joy, peace and 
love put in their place. You will reign for ever and ever and we will dwell with you.

We lift our voices, our minds, our hearts and our lives in praise of you, gracious God. Amen.

Confession and assurance
God’s plan and purpose is perfect and wise, yet we often resist the calls God makes on us, and 
are reluctant to play our part. In light of God’s mercy, let us confess our wrongdoing, and seek 
forgiveness.

 Creator God, you made us for good, yet we have chosen evil.
 Lord, have mercy.
All Lord, have mercy.
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 You reach out and call us back into right relationship with you, yet we
 pursue our own way and strive to determine our path.
 Christ, have mercy.
All Christ, have mercy.

 You offer us transformation and lead us toward everlasting, abundant life, yet we yearn  
 to stay as we are and resist change.
 Lord, have mercy.
All Lord, have mercy.

 Silence.

 Our God is gracious and has made the way clear through Christ. God invites us to be   
 part of the divine, eternal story. In Christ we are set free. In Christ our sins are forgiven.  
 Thanks be to God.

Blessing and sending
 We go in Christ, we go with love, we go to live the story in which God has invited us to  
 play a part. Let us live the Gospel, speak the Gospel and proclaim the Gospel of God’s  
 love and salvation. May our lives bring glory to almighty God and declare God’s praise.
All This is our story, this is our song, praising our Saviour all day long.

 And may the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, glorious Trinity, ever  
 three and ever one be upon us and remain with us always.
All Amen.

Ideas for intergenerational worship and activities

Something in common: praying for one another
This is an opportunity for the congregation to explore things they have in common with 
others, links between them which may not be familiar.

1. Ask people, as far as possible, to move around the worship space, forming groups of people 
who were born in the same month as them. Perhaps different categories such as favourite 
colour, school subject or hobby might be easier. 

2. Invite each group to join with a different group. Encourage people to find someone they 
are less familiar with, or wouldn’t normally have the opportunity to speak to. Ask members 
of the group to introduce themselves and see if they can find more things they have in 
common.   

3. Having shared this time of familiarisation, invite everyone to stop and pray for a moment, 
thinking about those they have just shared time with. You may wish to use pre-printed 
cards or words on a screen to help guide prayers. 
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4. Sing a song of unity (see above for suggestions). Remind the congregation that those they 
have prayed with today are those with whom we will share eternity in God’s everlasting 
kingdom. 

5. Say the Lord’s prayer together as a final unifying act. 

All around the nation, all around the world: praying for Christian Unity
We know that the Church is not about buildings, but rather about people. Yet, we can still have 
a restricted view of the importance of diversity within the Church. This activity aims to catch a 
glimpse of the many and varied people who, like us, are part of God’s great story.

You will need:
• a map or globe of the world 
• a range of images and stories of Christians from  

different traditions and places around the UK  
and the world

• a (very) large envelope (or large sheet of paper)
• a marker pen
• cards with social prayer issues written on  

them (eg persecution, poverty, hunger). 

1. Ask if anyone in the congregation has had to post a 
letter recently. What did they write on the envelope? 
Whenever we send a letter or parcel, we need to write 
an address on it so it can be delivered to the right place. 

2. Display the large envelope (or sheet of paper) and, with 
suggestions from the congregation, begin to write the 
address of your church building on the envelope: 

Any town United Re formed Church
24-26 High S treet
Dis tric t of Any town
Any town
County
Nation eg England
North Europe
Northern Hemisphere
The World
The Solar S ystem
The Milky  Way
The Universe ...

3. As each line is added, think about the people associated with these places (eg people in our 
congregation, street, district, etc). Explain that as we add each section, we become aware of 
more and more people who are part of God’s big story.  

4. As you proceed to the Solar System and beyond, remember the scientists and explorers 
who are helping us to understand more about what’s happening beyond this world. 
Remind the congregation that God is the creator of all things and that God’s plan includes 
everything in this world and beyond. Read Colossians 1: 18-19 as a reminder of this.
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5. Using the map or globe, remind the congregation that being part of the Church is not 
just about being part of this congregation, but also the whole United Reformed Church 
in Scotland, Wales and England, as well as the whole Church of Christ around the globe. 
Share images and stories of Christians from around the globe and encourage people to 
speak of stories they may know, or places they may have visited. 

6. Hand out the cards with social issues printed on them to people in the congregation who 
may be willing to pray out loud. Pray together for the great big Christian family with whom 
we share the story of God, united together in God’s love and service. Invite those with cards 
to lead the congregation in prayer.

All-age reflections

God’s great story: getting things in order
This activity is intended to cover a number of sessions, or even be used over a longer period of 
time, to shape your church’s worship plans. It celebrates the story of God and humanity as we 
find it developing through the Bible’s Grand Narrative and beyond.

You will need:
• examples of favourite story books
• a timeline representing different parts of the Bible’s “Grand Narrative”, including:
      Creation
      The Fall
      God’s Holy People – Israel
      Jesus – God with us
      The Holy Spirit and The Church
       New Creation and Everlasting Life
• pictures and names of Bible characters to 

be added to the timeline (e.g. Adam and 
Eve, Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Esther etc).

1. Stories are a fundamental part of life.  
We love telling and sharing stories.  
Ask people to share what their favourite 
stories are. Spend some time looking 
at some story books that can be shared 
around. 

2. What makes a good story? Ask for 
suggestions. What about Bible stories? 
What is your favourite Bible story?  
This could be a feature of each session,  
with someone different sharing their 
favourite Bible story each time. 

3. During your sessions, think together about 
the Bible verses you are exploring. Where 
do they fit in the Bible’s Grand Narrative? 
Take time to add the characters or events 
mentioned in scripture to the timeline.  
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As the timeline builds up with characters and events over the course of your sessions, 
consider how the narrative enables these different stories we’re exploring to tell a bigger 
story about God and humanity.

Past, present and future: the ongoing local and personal story
Building on the previous activity, here is a similar activity to help congregations consider the 
story of their local church, the wider United Reformed Church, and how these relate to their 
own lives and stories.

You will need:
• a timeline covering at least the fifty years since the start of the URC. If your local church 

was established prior to this, perhaps as a Congregational or Presbyterian Church, or as 
a congregation of the Churches of Christ, then the timeline may be extended. Remember 
to include space for the future on the timeline. If it is not practical to display the timeline 
permanently, make it in such a way that it can be easily displayed when needed

• tags with photographs of every member or associate of the church who is willing  
to participate  

• tags with significant events in the life and story of the local congregation and the  
wider URC

• tags with significant world and national historical events that have occurred during the 
church’s life.

1. We are going to focus on things we remember from the past, know in the present and look 
forward to in the future. Read Hebrews 13:8, a reminder that God is faithful and reliable 
throughout all of history, including our story. 

2. Introduce the timeline to the congregation. Find out who the oldest and youngest 
members/associates of the church are and, if they are willing, add named tags to indicate 
their birthdays. Is the oldest member also the longest serving member? Add others to the 
timeline. Everyone should be added to the timeline, with at least some invited to share part 
of their faith story as they add their tag. 

3. Different people can offer their stories in different ways. Some may like to write things 
down and read them out, or have them read out, or prefer to share in small groups, for 
example. Encourage people to share their stories with each other. The idea is to build a 
picture of how we have journeyed in faith, and how we fit together in the bigger story  
of God. 

4. It is useful to reflect on key historical events in the life of the local church and in world 
history. As we go, add these to the timeline, giving people as much opportunity as possible 
to recount their own involvement in these events, thinking about how these things have 
shaped their life and faith. 

5. As your church celebrates the URC’s 50th jubilee, on a particular day or over several, 
add events and milestones significant to the denomination’s story to the timeline (eg 
denomination founded, Congregational Union of Scotland joins, first URC Youth Assembly, 
etc). This will remind members of the congregation of some of these important times, as 
well as inform those who are perhaps not so familiar with the URC’s story, and what  
it represents.  
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6. Thinking about the future, members could also be asked to add their hopes and visions, 
either personal, or communal.

Church family action

Story and community
1. As the Church is about people, and people operate within communities, the theme of 

God’s never-ending story offers a great opportunity to engage with the people and 
neighbourhoods which surround local churches. 

2. Organise an open day for your church, during which you can showcase your church’s 
history, current work, and perhaps display the timelines you have created. As people 
respond well to visual materials, might it be possible to create a short film or presentation 
to show. If you are able to offer refreshments, this is always a good way to make people feel 
welcome and spark some good conversations. 

3. Remember to focus on what the URC and the local church’s purposes and values are, 
highlighting their place in the local community and allowing people to ask questions if  
they wish. 

4. This would also be a good opportunity to engage with local schools, which may like to get 
involved as part of their religious education provision, perhaps even encouraging students 
to contribute to the timelines in creative ways.

International links
Thinking about our connection with Christians around the globe, through the  
never-ending story of God, every synod in the URC has an international connection  
with one of the denomination’s partner churches. Contact your synod  
(www.urc.org.uk/contact-us/synod-contacts/) to learn which church your synod is 
partnered with, and explore with your synod how your local church might partner with a local 
congregation of your partner church to offer mutual prayer, learning, support and fellowship.

Looking forward
Having reflected on and celebrated the past and the present situation, it is always good to 
think about the future. Hold an event for your congregation to look, in more detail, at the 
congregation’s story and timeline, identifying key objectives or visions for three key areas; 
worship, discipleship (and pastoral care) and mission. Use what you have learned to develop 
achievable goals for the short, medium and longer terms in each of these areas.

Seasonal links

Here are some of the main elements of the Bible’s Grand Narrative and how they might fit in 
with different seasons:

Creation
This fits well with springtime, especially if you are part of a rural community, celebrating  
links to the environment. It also has strong links with Easter, as a celebration of new life.  
Harvest celebrations, and indeed any other opportunity to examine our responsibility as local 
churches towards the planet, would be served well by this theme.
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The fall
Seasons of reflection, such as Advent and Lent, give a good space to reflect on the failings of 
humanity and the need for salvation. However, offering times of penitence and confession in 
our worship throughout the year is also important.

God’s people Israel
In the lectionary, which splits the year into different portions in order to help us look at 
different parts of the Bible, “ordinary time” takes place between Trinity Sunday and the 
start of the autumn festivals. This offers a good chance to explore the Hebrew Bible (Old 
Testament) story of God’s daily working with individuals and the community of Israel, through 
whom God promised to bless all humanity and creation.

God with us – Jesus Christ
Christmas and Easter are especially resonant with the theme, but this is the very core of the 
Gospel, and ought to be a theme in absolutely everything we do, all the time!

The Spirit and the Church
Beginning at Pentecost, a good opportunity to focus on this theme, is the part of the story in 
which we are currently taking part, and which will lead, through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
to the coming of God’s Kingdom, and the new creation and everlasting life which it promises.

New creation and everlasting life
Interestingly, this theme may be particularly good for times when we encounter challenge and 
difficulty, such as times of remembrance, as there is great encouragement and hope, as we 
hear about, reflect on, and rest in the promises of God.



32

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

A2 Fish TWOWAY BlueBacking repeat CMYK.pdf   1   21/07/2021   11:28:10


