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URC 50th

anniversary 
drama



(Setting: We drop in on a debate already underway in the House of 
Commons on the evening of 21 June 1972).

Mr Alexander W. Lyon (York): 
For the first time since the Reformation, two Christian denominations have agreed to join together 
in a scheme of union which has been accepted by all the councils of their respective churches…
 
My Hon. Friend, as a Congregationalist, asks why an individual church should not have the right to 
leave, after the union, if it voted to do so. The answer is because it is no longer a Congregationalist 
church. It is a United Reformed church…  From the time when the new Church comes into being, 
the old churches disappear.

(Setting:  Outside House of Commons – there is a reporter, plus a number of people carrying placards 
with various versions of what the acronym ‘URC’ could stand for)

 Reporter:  
 Well, there is heated debate in the Chamber this evening as the Commons considers   
	 a	Bill	which	will	see	the	unification	of	the	Congregational	Church	in	England	and 
		 Wales	and	the	Presbyterian	Church	of	England	to	bring	the	United	Reformed	Church 
		 into	being.	An	amendment	has	been	proposed	to	safeguard	the	property	of	a	local 
  church which may subsequently wish to leave, but this is being resisted by those who 
		 say	the	amendment	would	effectively	delay	the	formation	of	the	new	Church	for	an 
		 indefinite	period.		It	is	already	well	after	11pm,	but	there	is	a	large	turnout	of	MPs	and 
		 the	voices	for	and	against	are	incredibly	strong	as	we	witness	argument	and	 
  counter argument.    
 
		 Let’s	go	back	to	our	in-House	camera	for	a	clear	view	of	what	is	taking	place	right	now.

(Inside the Commons)

Mr Alexander W. Lyon (York):  
If the churches decide upon their own course in their own way, it is not right for us to intervene. 
And it is not right for my Hon. Friend the Member for Acton to intervene. As I understand it from 
the secretary of his church, everybody in his local church voted for union except him. Now he urges 
his wishes upon the House. We cannot accept it. It is impossible for the churches to be subject to  
the whims of a dissident who happens to be a Member of this House. That is not what we are here 
for, and I ask the House to reject the Amendment, and to  
pass this Bill.

Mr Nigel Spearing (Acton): 
I want to take up the challenge 
made to my right to appear here 
and move the sort of Amendment 
I propose. It is not designed as 
a wrecking Amendment…  I 
have been approached by other 
Congregationalists who are  
unhappy about the terms of the Bill 
and who have been unhappy about 
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the way in which certain events have come about. Parliament has a right to judge whether the Bill 
shall go through as it is; it also has a right to decide whether the Bill requires further safeguards. 
It would be wrong for me to say that I can take no part in this because I just happen to have a 
particular personal interest.

(Back to the reporter, outside)

 Reporter:  
 Who	would	have	thought	that	matters	of	religion	and	Church	formation	could	lead	to	 
		 such	heated	scenes?		Well,	as	you	can	see,	we	have	quite	a	number	of	interested 
		 observers	who	have	gathered	here	for	up-to-the	minute	news	on	how	the	proceedings 
		 unfold.	Let’s	hear	some	of	their	thoughts	…

	 Hello,	can	I	talk	to	you	a	moment?		What	is	your	take	on	what	is	happening	here	tonight?		
 What is at stake?

 Congregationalist:  
 Well,	I’m	one	of	the	Congregationalists	in	favour	of	this	union	and	I’m	really	praying	that		
	 the	Bill	goes	through.		I	see	this	as	a	first	step	towards	full	Church	unity.		A	person	can			
	 only	have	one	body	…	and	if	the	Church	is	Christ’s	body,	it	doesn’t	make	sense	that	we	are		
	 living	and	believing	and	speaking	as	multiple	Churches	instead	of	one	unified	Church.			

 Reporter:  
 But	if	the	United	Reformed	Church	does	come	into	being,	wouldn’t	that	be	creating 
		 yet	another	denomination?		Another	separate	body,	with	its	own	beliefs	and	practices?

 Congregationalist:  
 Well,	yes	…	I	can	see	how	it	looks	like	that,	but	no,	not	really.	The	URC	is	not	going	to	be		
	 another	denomination	…	it	is	the	start	of	a	coming	together	of	all	denominations	…	a		  
		 commitment	to	the	belief	that	we	can	have	different	positions,	different	practices,	and 
		 yet	still	belong	together	and	be	together.		I	don’t	want	to	sound	overly	dramatic,	but 
		 assuming	the	Bill	does	go	through,	the	URC	is	born	to	die	–	it	is	coming	into	existence	to 
		 work	its	way	out	of	existence.

 Reporter:  
 That	sounds	like	a	pretty	radical	idea	…

 Congregationalist:  
 Maybe	…	but	it’s	nowhere	near	as	radical	as	Jesus	dying	to	enable	life.	That,	right		 	
	 there,	is	our	model	…	and	we’re	doing	this	…!		

 Reporter:  
 Sorry,	if	I	can	just	interrupt	you	–	we	need	to	get	back	to	the	House	…

(Cut back to inside the House of Commons)

Mr Nigel Spearing (Acton): 
We assume that a good deal of information was given to Congregational Church members 
concerning the changes that would emerge from the union. There may be votes but we know in 
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this place that it is information before the vote that is important … and we have great difficulty in 
knowing the actual number of people who had something on paper.

I hope the House will give some protection against the arbitrary power of the Church Council, 
which has been no part of the life of the majority of the churches in this particular communion. 
This being a legal matter, Parliament is the only body which can judge. If we are to have a  
soundly-based Christian union of Churches, it must have a legal foundation so that there is no 
doubt whatsoever. 

Mr	Eddie	Griffiths	(Sheffield,	Brightside):	 
Rubbish!  Does not my Hon. Friend agree that if Christian men and women of whatever 
denomination wish to join together, the last thing they want is to be told by law what is right and 
what is wrong? If they wish to join together, according to Christian philosophy, they will find a 
Christian solution to their problems and not a legal solution as my Hon. Friend suggests.

(Back to the reporter, outside)

 Reporter:  
 If	such	a	thing	is	possible,	it	seems	the	debate	is	heating	up.	Let	me	turn	to	(a	younger			
	 member	of	the	crowd	gathered	here)		for	some	reflections.		

	 Good	evening,	thank	you	for	speaking	with	me.		Some	commentators	have	said	that	this		
	 proposed	‘United	Reformed	Church’	–	should	it	come	into	being	–	will	be	radical.	Can	you		
	 explain	what	that	means	from	your	perspective?

 Young person:  
	 Well,	the	very	fact	that	I	am	standing	here	as	a	young	person,	that	my	views	as	a	young		
	 person	should	be	deemed	valuable,	says	a	lot	about	my	hopes	for	the	URC.		I	guess	I	am		
	 looking	forward	to	this	newly	formed	Church	being	my	Church.		I’m	hoping	the	URC	will		
	 put	children	and	young	people	at	the	centre	of	its	being	…

 Reporter:  
 You mean giving prominence to Sunday School?

 Young person:   
 Well,	I	hope	real	time	and	energy	–	and	money	–	will	be	put	into	the	needs	of	children	and		
	 young	people	in	all	kinds	of	ways	–	including	what	you	call	‘Sunday	School’,	but	much,			
 much more than that.

 Reporter:   
 Go	on	…
  
 Young person:   
	 Ok	…	if	I	could	imagine	50	years	from	now	–	and	if	we	haven’t	quite	worked	our	way		 	
	 out	of	existence	–	my	dream	for	the	URC	is	a	Church	that	focuses	on	children	and		 	
	 young	people	–	our	whole	lives	–	not	just	what	we	might	do	in	church	on	a	Sunday	 
		 morning.	I	guess	I	dream	of	a	Church	that	speaks	faith	and	encourages	faith	in	people 
		 of	all	ages,	across	all	ages	…	a	Church	that	considers	the	whole	family;	a	Church	that 
  recognises children and young people as equal members, not just ‘add-ons’ who need 
  to be entertained while the adults are doing ‘serious worship’.  
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	 And	not	just	that	–	I	hope	to	see	the	URC	creating	space	for	young	people	to	speak;	for		
	 our	voices	to	be	heard	and	taken	seriously,	in	all	areas	of	church	life	and	beyond.

 Reporter:  
 Wow,	high	aspirations	…

 Young person:  
 Absolutely!		Who	knows	…	by	2022,	young	people	might	be	leading	the	Church	into	new		
	 ways	of	worshipping,	new	ways	of	being	church	even,	with	children	and	young	people’s		
	 concerns	and	needs	at	the	heart	of	everything.		And	I’m	blue-sky	thinking	here	…	but		 	
	 what	if	we	could	have,	I	don’t	know,	a	URC	Youth	movement	that	helps	the	Church	engage		
	 with	the	key	issues	impacting	the	world	–	a	body	through	which	young	people	can	actively		
	 shape	the	Church	and	help	make	a	difference	in	the	world?	Now	that	would	be	radical!

 Reporter:  
 Truly	inspiring	words.	Thank	you	for	now.	We’re	going	back	to	the	House	to	listen	in		 	
 on the latest arguments.

(Inside the Commons)

Mr	Michael	Clark	Hutchison	(Edinburgh,	South): 
I speak as a member of the Church of Scotland and as the grandson of a Moderator and son-in-law 
of the Clerk to Presbytery in Aberdeen.

The Church of Scotland favours this move towards unity. This is the first time that two Churches 
of different denominations have come together and it is very welcome. I think I am right in saying 
that ministers of the new United Reformed Church will be able to speak in the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland and would be welcome.

It seems to me that these few words, giving an idea of what we in the Church of Scotland think, 
might be of use to the House on this important question. 

Mr David Steel (Roxburgh, Selkirk and Peebles): 
The Hon. Member for York (Mr Alexander Lyon), in introducing this debate, made such a clear  
and admirable speech that it is almost superfluous for anyone else to say anything in support of 
this measure, and many will share my desire to get on as quickly as possible to a conclusion.  
The fact that so many are here shows our interest … but I want to say that when a Bill of this kind 
has already been well considered, and examined by a Committee of this House, and is designed 
basically and technically to facilitate a union, and has been discussed by the two Churches for a 
decade, it ill becomes this House at the last minute to try to throw a spanner in the works. 

I believe that one obstacle to the continued impact of the Christian churches in our country as a 
whole is the scandal of disunity. If, in this relatively minor step forward towards Church unity, the 
House of Commons were to create an obstacle in any way, it would be to our everlasting shame.

Mr Marcus Worsley (Chelsea): 
We have heard views from the different points of the ecclesiastical compass and it would be 
suitable if an Anglican were to speak at this juncture. 
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I respond to what has just been said on the unity of the churches and many Anglicans … feel that 
we would want to do our best to help this forward as a real measure of unification between two 
Christian Churches…

If we turn down this Bill or amend it in a wrecking way, that would be an abuse of our power.  
I should regard with great alarm the situation which would arise if two Churches decided on this 
step after tremendous consultation over many years and this House said to them, on the ground of 
some legal matter relating to property, “No. We shall not allow you to come together.”

I feel that the great majority of, if not all, members on both sides of the House who are Anglicans 
will support this measure and wish it Godspeed. 

Mr	Anthony	Wedgwood	Benn	(Bristol,	South	East):	
There is no proposal in my mind nor in that of my Hon. Friend, Mr Spearing, to frustrate the union 
of the two Churches. We are considering whether it is right for Parliament to legislate in such a 
way to extinguish for all time the property rights of churches which have now voted to enter into 
the United Reformed Church. That is a proper task for Parliament.

I do not know how many churches who go in will realise later how big a sacrifice they have made in 
pursuit of organic unity. There may be very few; there may be none. But we must be sure that we 
have legislated in such a way as to provide that this is possible.

Mr Dennis Skinner (Bolsover): 
On a point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker. I understand the reason for the large attendance – 
property is involved – but I wonder whether you could assist me on an important matter. How is it 
that certain Hon. Members who have made a solemn and binding undertaking not to be present 
after midnight find themselves here tonight? Would you assist me to get rid of the Hon. Members 
on the Liberal bench? 

Mr Deputy Speaker: 
I think that the Hon. Member’s suggestion is rather improper. 

(Back to the reporter, outside)

 Reporter:  
 Explosive	scenes	inside	the	House	…	and,	dare	I	say	it,	rather	amusing!		

 (Turns towards waiting spectator) 
 
	 Hello,	friend.	If	I	could	come	to	you	for	your	thoughts	…

 Black person:  
 You think these scenes are 
explosive?		This	is	nothing	compared	
to	what	I	hope	for	this	new	United	
Reformed	Church!	I	am	hoping	and		

	 praying	and	trusting	that	the	United	Reformed	Church	will	be	bold	and	outspoken	–		 	
	 unafraid	to	stand	up	and	speak	up	on	matters	of	racial	justice.

 Reporter:  
 A Church where (looks at notes) ‘all lives matter’?
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 Black person:   
 Absolutely	a	Church	where	all	lives	matter!	But,	in	today’s	world	–	and	today’s	Church			
	 –	black	lives	are	far	from	being	treated	as	having	equal	value	to	white	lives.	I	dream	of 
		 a	Church	which	redresses	that	imbalance	–	a	Church	whose	very	way	of	being	affirms 
		 and	demonstrates	that	black	lives	matter	just	as	much	as	white	lives;	only	then	will	it 
		 become	meaningful	to	say	that	all	lives	matter!	

 Reporter:  
 So,	to	pin	this	down	for	our	viewers,	you’re	imagining	a	multicultural	church…?

 Black person:  
 Much	more	than	that…		multicultural	just	means	people	of	different	cultures	are	present.		
	 I	dream	of	a	church	where	we	are	not	just	present,	but	where	we	are	recognised,	valued, 
		 and	our	presence	makes	a	difference.	I	dream	of	a	Church	with	space,	a	voice	and	true 
		 belonging	for	people	of	different	cultures	and	different	backgrounds.	What	might	we	call 
		 that	…?		‘A	multicultural	Church	with	an	intercultural	habit!’	I	don’t	know	…	some	clever 
		 person	will	come	up	with	a	fitting	strapline!

 Reporter: 
 Do	you	believe	the	URC	has	the	potential	to	be	that	Church?

 Black person:  
 Honestly	…	I	don’t	know.		I	hope	so.		I	pray	so.		It	won’t	be	easy.		I	know	there	will	be 
		 opposition	and	misunderstanding	–	like	there	is	in	there	tonight	–	but	I	hope	that	one	day 
		 the	URC	might	stand	up	and	pledge	itself	to	being	more	than	‘not	racist’	…	strive	to	be 
		 actively	anti-racist	in	every	aspect	of	its	life	–	local,	regional,	denominational	…	its 
		 worship,	its	leadership	…	its	way	of	being.		In	short,	it’s	EVERYTHING!		

 Reporter:  
 Quite	a	vision!		

 Black person:  
 Yes,	and	I	don’t	want	to	see	such	a	reality	only	for	black	people;	I	want	to	see	equity 
		 and	equality	for	all	people	–	regardless	of	colour,	gender,	age,	sexuality,	ability	or	 
		 disability	…	whatever.		I	am	looking	for	the	URC	to	be	a	truly	inclusive	Church	with		 	
	 concern	for	justice	for	all	God’s	people,	in	all	our	God-given	diversity.

 Reporter:  
 Wow	…	thank	you	for	sharing	that	truly	exciting	vision.	Please	excuse	me	…	I	understand 
		 that	the	Revd	Ian	Paisley	is	addressing	the	House	–	and	we	are	reliably	informed	that	he		
 had strong plans to talk the Bill down.  Let’s go inside and hear what he has to say.

(Inside the Commons) 

Ian	Paisley	(North	Antrim):	
It has been widely circulated that the purpose of those who have opposed the Bill is to seek in 
some way to stop the union. It is not possible for the House to stop the union, for this union does 
not need any sanction from the House. What I would like the House to do is to have a look at the 
way in which the Bill came before the House.
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A booklet was published entitled “Joint Committee for Conversations between the Congregational 
Church in England and Wales and the Presbyterian Church of England”. The booklet shows great 
disrespect to the House, because it says that the Bill would automatically become an Act … 

There is no suggestion that the Bill could be amended. There is no suggestion that the House 
might want to reconsider it. It will just automatically receive Royal Assent. There is no suggestion 
that the Bill may not be acceptable to the House.

In the leaflet which has been sent to all Members of the House, the promoters say that they “very 
respectfully submit that the matter having been referred to a Committee of your Honourable 
House and dealt with by them should not now be re-opened”. So they would deny the House the 
right even to discuss the Bill. What is more, the last page says that if any Amendment is made to 
the Bill, the Bill will have to be withdrawn—that the House must take it all or nothing.

All this illustrates that the way that the Bill has been brought before the House has not shown 
much respect for the House. 

Mr	Eddie	Griffiths	(Sheffield	Brightside):	
On a point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker. Will the Hon. Gentleman indicate his interest in this 
matter? I have followed the Hon. Gentleman’s career in the House and this is the first time that we 
have heard him talk about a subject which has nothing to do with Northern Ireland. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: 
Order. That is not a point of order for me. The Hon. Gentleman knows that. 

(Cut to the reporter)

 Reporter:  
 Well,	this	is	quite	an	evening!		Thank	you,	viewers,	for	staying	with	us.		We	have		another		
	 interested	party	willing	to	speak	with	us	(turns	to	waiting	person)	–	you’ve	been	waiting		
	 patiently	to	speak	for	some	time.	How	do	you	react	to	what	we’ve	heard	tonight?		

 Church Related Church Worker (CRCW):  
 Firstly,	I	hope	the	newly	formed	United	Reformed	Church	won’t	behave	like	our	Members		
	 of	Parliament	are	behaving	tonight!		I	hope	we’ll	find	ways	of	making	important	decisions		
 that are about truly listening and seeking consensus.  And there has been so much   
	 argument	about	property	–	but	my	real	hope	for	the	URC	is	that	it	won’t	be	a	Church		 	
	 that	is	primarily	concerned	about	itself	–	for	its	own	members…	or	with	people	who	are		
	 Christians	…	or	who	might	become	Christians!		I’m	praying	for	a	Church	that	is	concerned		
	 for	all	people	–	whoever	they	are,	wherever	they	are	–	just	as	they	are!		

 Reporter:  
 How do you see that happening?

 CRCW:  
 Let	me	tell	the	truth	–	I’m	tired	of	ministers	standing	at	the	front	of	the	church	preaching		
	 abstract	sermons	week	in,	week	out,	disconnected	from	the	lives	of	ordinary	people	who		
	 are	struggling	out	there.		We	need	churches	that	get	out	into	the	community,	find	out		 	
	 who’s	out	there,	what	they	want,	what	they	need,	the	gifts	and	insights	they	can	offer.			
	 That’s	what	Jesus	did!		
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 Reporter:  
 So,	a	Church	that	does	community	work	…?

 CRCW:  
 No,	not	just	community	work.	A	Church	that	is	committed	to	faith	in	action	…	A	Church		
 that cares about people, their lives, their relationships, the environments in which they  
  have those relationships.  A Church committed to including the excluded, raising those  
 who are held down, listening to the people the world typically silences. A Church 
		 committed	to	seeing	justice	and	doing	justice	–	here	and	everywhere.		So,	no	…	not	just 
		 community	work,	but	Gospel-inspired	CHURCH	RELATED	community	work	–	making	a 
		 difference	locally	and	globally!		I	know	it	sounds	like	a	HUGE	dream	…	but	if	we	don’t		 	
	 imagine	it,	it	will	never	happen,	right?!

 Reporter:  
 That	is	a	huge	dream	…

 CRCW:  
	 And	I’m	not	finished.		I’m	imagining	new	ways	of	‘doing	church’	–	you	might	say	‘Fresh			
	 Expressions’	of	church.		Exploring	what	can	be	done	differently	within	our	buildings; 
		 outside	of	buildings;	going	into	the	buildings	that	‘good	church	folks’	might	usually 
		 avoid	–	pubs	and	clubs.		What	might	be	possible	if	we	hung	around	and	made	ourselves		
	 accessible	in	shopping	centres,	town	centres	–	all	the	places	‘real	people’	live	their	 
  ‘real lives’? 

 Reporter:  
 Wonderful	...	it	doesn’t	sound	like	‘Church’	as	we’ve	known	it	before.	Hopes,	dreams,			 	
	 aspirations	–	we	are	hearing	everything	tonight!		And	it	sounds	like	things	may	be	coming		
	 to	a	head	in	the	Commons,	as	Roman	Catholic	MP,	Norman	St	John	Stevas,	addresses	 
		 the	House	…

(Inside the Commons)

Norman	St	John	Stevas	(Cheltenham):	
This must be seen as part of a wider move for Christian unity, not only of Congregationalists and 
Presbyterians coming together, but of Methodists and Anglicans coming together, and I hope that 
we shall see also Anglicans and Roman Catholics coming together. If I may be allowed a personal 
reflection, it is a great grief to me to be separated. One looks forward to a union which will 
eventually incorporate all Christians … 

There cannot be, in ecumenism, any cast-iron guarantees for the future. It is not possible to 
move forward with a whole series of insurance policies guaranteeing one against what might 
happen. We simply do not know … All they can do is to make an act of faith… to move together, 
to grow together. That takes time. The Right Honourable Member for Bristol, South East (Mr 
Benn)… spoke about Congregationalism ending. I see ecumenism in a quite different way. In the 
ecumenical movement there is no loss but only gain. No one loses his own traditions; people add 
new perspectives to those traditions. They are enriched by others, not impoverished.

We are moving into a new era. This is a small stone, admittedly, but a stone of great importance in 
a new edifice. What the House is being asked to do is not so much to contribute positively to the 
building of this edifice, but not to stand in the way, to get out of the road and let those who are 
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committed to the Christian religion get on with the work of unity to which they are commanded 
by their founder.

(Cut to reporter)

Reporter:  
Heartfelt	and	sobering	words	from	Norman	St	John	Stevas.		His	speech	seems	to	be		
cooling	the	temperature	in	the	Commons	–	and	I’m	sure,	now	we	are	in	the	early	hours	
of	the	morning,	Members	of	the	House	will	be	grateful	for	his	calming	intervention.	 
It	feels	that	the	debate	may	be	reaching	a	conclusion.	Let’s	go	back	one	more	time	to		
hear what is being said.

(Inside the Commons)

Mr Ron Lewis (Carlisle): 
I speak this evening as a sympathetic Methodist observer …

I get the impression that what has aroused parliamentary controversy this evening is the desire of 
some to include in the Bill the possibility of withdrawal from the scheme at some future date ...

I think it can safely be said that every opportunity has been given for discussion, for criticism, and 
even for rejection of the scheme. Ample time and opportunity have been given for discussions 
and positive decisions. My view is that it would be morally wrong at this stage for Parliament to 
interfere in any way with this measure.

I want the scheme to be accepted in its entirety … the measure should enable all members of the 
United Reformed Church to be more effective ambassadors for Christ and his Gospel. It will be a 
new Church, it will be outward-looking, and I give it support.  I hope that my Hon. Friends… will 
allow the scheme to go through without a Division, and will throw in their lot to make the new 
United Reformed Church a mighty power in the land – heaven knows, the country needs it.

Mr Nigel Spearing (Acton): 
As the mind of the House appears to be made up, and as it has demonstrated its concern for 
Christian unity, lest any Division be interpreted as destroying that sole wish, I do not propose to 
move the new Clause. 

(Cut to reporter for summing up)

Reporter: 
Ladies	and	gentlemen	–	here	and	at	home	–	it	is	now	2am	in	the	morning	of	22	June		
1972.		It	has	been	a	long	session,	at	times	it	has	been	acrimonious,	but	MPs	have	just		 	
passed	the	Bill	…	and	the	United	Reformed	Church	has	been	born.		Let’s	remember	the		
hopes and dreams expressed both inside and outside the House tonight, and let us look 
forward	to	seeing	whether	this	new	Body	lives	up	to	the	aspirations.		

Thank	you	for	staying	with	us	throughout	the	evening,	and	goodnight.			

END	OF	DRAMA
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Additional	ideas	for	the	drama

Ideas	for	staging	the	drama:

For	the	House	of	Commons	setting:
As some of the people involved in the debate are well known, you could:
• impersonate the people involved
• make face masks with photos of the people involved
• use puppets (perhaps cuddly animals, or wooden spoons with faces) rather than people, 

and include the name of the person each time they speak
• have a House of Commons picture in the background
• show house of Commons scenes on a TV or projector behind the reporter
• record it as an audio drama
• have all those playing MPs stand, looking out at the audience with their name displayed 

on a tabard
• split the audience in two so that they can help create a sense of the House of Commons, 

heckling and shouting “Hear, hear!” and “rhubarb!”, etc
• have those playing MPs start by repeating a key word of phrase from their lines over and 

over, building up a House of Commons cacophony of sound, followed by silence to start 
the drama

• create costumes for those playing MPs, symbolising their views or personality (e.g. 
caricature, silly hats, wigs, etc.

For the reporter and crowd outside:
You could make placards or banners for audience members to hold up during the performance, 
or to create together after watching the drama to use in worship or a presentation. Invite 
people (individually or in groups) to create a sign/banner/placard with three words to 
represent the URC – each starting with one of those three letters. 

Here are some suggestions:
• Uncomplicated Refreshing Christianity
• Utterly Resourceful Communities
• Uncovering, Resourcing Change
• Unlimited Realities Coming.

What can you come up with?

Discussion	questions	to	consider	after	reading	or	watching	the	drama 

In pairs or groups, ask people to consider:
• what do you particularly value about the United Reformed Church?
• the URC might not have come into existence. What would we have missed?
• the original vision was that more denominations would join together over time. Is this still

part of our vision as the URC? Should it be part of our continuing vision?
• what draws you to the URC personally?
• did any of the speeches by the MPs in the drama stand out to you? Why?
• did any of the people outside Parliament in the drama stand out to you? Why?
• what matters should the Church encourage parliament to discuss today?
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Quiz 

Were you paying attention when you read or watched the drama? Test yourself, or your friends, 
with this fun quiz (answers in bold).

1. How many denominations came together to form the URC in 1972? 2 / 4 / 7 / 40

2. This was the first time churches joined together since:
the garden of Eden / the battle of Hastings / the	Reformation	/ the invention of superglue

3. This all took place in:
The House of Lords / the Supreme Court / the	House	of	Commons	/ Buckingham Palace

4. Which party’s members did Dennis Skinner MP try to remove?
Conservative Party / Liberal Party / Labour Party / Democratic Unionist Party

5. David Steel MP said the House of Commons should not:
Upset the apple cart / Throw	a	spanner	in	the	works	/ Throw out the baby with the bath
water / Nip this in the bud

6. Norman St John Stevas MP said ‘this must be seen as part of a wider move for:
Christian unity / Christian charity / Christian values / Christian worship

7. Ron Lewis MP predicted the URC would be a new church and be:
Inward looking / sideways looking / upwards looking / outward looking

8. This all took place in: January / July / June	/ Jurassic Park

9. Marcus Worsley MP wished the URC:
Godspeed / God’s peace / God’s blessing / God’s judgement

10. What time did Parliament finally pass the Bill? Midnight / 2pm / midday / 2am

Finding out more about the debate 

Learn more about the MPs featured in the drama:
• Alexander Lyon
• Nigel Spearing
• Eddie Griffiths
• Michael Clark Hutchison
• David Steel
• Marcus Worsley
• Anthony Wedgewood Benn
• Dennis Skinner
• Ian Paisley
• Norman St John Stevas
• Ron Lewis

You can also read the full transcript from the passing of the URC Bill in the official 
Hansard record: www.hansard.parliament.uk

A filmed performance of the Breaking News script will be available around June 2022 to mark the 
50th anniversary of the House of Commons debate. Keep checking www.urc.org.uk/50 for the 
latest information. This will be copyright free to use and share in services and other events.


