


























































































































bl) who is the parent of at least one child born here who has lived in the 
UK for a minimum of two years; or 

b2) is self-sufficient in terms of income and housing. 
AND encourages local churches and District Councils 
i) to support the petition on this matter prepared by the Churches 

Commission on Racial Justice; and 
ii) to respond favourably to any appeal for help, e .g. towards an 

appeal, from those who fulfil the above conditions and who are 
threatened with deportation." 

The Revd Peter Brain replied to the debate and to a question on a "not-to-be 
repeated amnesty". He did not feel it would inhibit further action against 
injustice in immigration policy. 

The resolution was overwhelmingly carried. 

Missionary and Ecumenical Work Abroad 

On behalf of the Missionary and Ecumenical Work Abroad, the Revd Clabon 
Allen introduced resolutions 39, 40 and 41 (p.124). giving some background 
information of missionary activity leading to the present ethos of the Council 
for World Mission. In the autumn every local church would receive a pack of 
information to enable them to take part. 

He proposed the three resolutions: 

"39 The General Assembly looks forward with joyful anticipation to the 
200th anniversary in 1995 of the foundation of the London 
Missionary Society." 

"40 The General Assembly encourages the United Reformed Church 
as a whole to prepare for the anniversary by learning about the 
vision of "the glorious gospel of the blessed God" which gave rise to 
the founding of the London Missionary Society; and challenges the 
Church to discover how God is calling us today to share in God's 
mission in Christ's way to strengthen our commitment to the Council 
for World Mission." 

"41 The General Assembly encourages every local church to celebrate 
16 July 1995 as Council for World Mission Sunday." 

A wide-ranging debate took place, particularly on renewing concern for mission 
and evangelism .. 

The Revd Clabon Allen replied to the debate. Mrs Muriel Garrow replied to 
questions about the timing of the pack of information. She would be pleased 
to help with further information about the CWM celebrations. 

These resolutions were carried unanimously. 
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Professor Graham Stanton 

Professor Stanton, using "feedback" from the group Bible Studies, gave a further 
exposition of the Epistle of Peter. 

The Moderator expressed the Assembly's warm gratitude to Professor Stanton 
for his teaching, especially as he had been willing, because of the decision taken 
by the Assembly Arrangements Committee, to have group Bible Study, to 
undertake the considerable extra task of collating and evaluating the material 
received from the groups. 

Closure 

The Chaplain informed the Assembly of messages received concerning the Revd 
David and Mrs Littlejohns and of the serious illness of Mrs Christine Key, wife 
of the Revd John Key, a member of Assembly, and he led the Assembly in an 
act of worship. 

Worship 

On Monday, 11 July, the Chaplain led the Assembly in worship with the 
assistance of Janette Brown, Gina Gibson, the Revd Susan Durber and 
members of FURY in liturgical dance and song. 

The Broadcast Service 

The General Secretary said, in response to inquiries received, that it was not 
possible to provide copies of a tape-recording of the broadcast service, all of which 
was copyright. If individuals had taped the broadcast at home, they would be in 
breach of copyright if it was "pirated" to others. 

Provincial Moderators' Report 

The Revd Janet Sowerbutts, on behalf of the Provincial Moderators, introduced 
the report and in a challenging thought-provoking manner, invited the 
participation of the Assembly in the debate, and thereafter the councils of 
the Church. 

She welcomed the Revds Raymond Adams and Graham Cook. She paid tribute 
to the Revd Michael Hubbard. who served for seventeen years in the South 
Western Province, and the Revd Eric Allen. who served for seven years in North 
Western Province. 

The Moderator thanked the Revd Eric and Mrs Joan Allen and wished them well 
in their retirement. He spoke of Eric's commitment to the World Church and 
ecumenism, of his involvement in the studies on gospel and culture and of his 
work in pastoral reconciliation. 

He spoke of the many gifts of the Revd Michael Hubbard, Moderator of the 
South Western Province. and the service he had given to the URC and the wider 
church over the past seventeen years . He gave thanks also for the service given 
by Patricia and wished them both well as Michael responded to a new call to 
Elmwood, Birmingham. Michael will continue to serve the URC on the 
Methodist/URC Liaison Committee. 
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The Assembly responded vigorously to the cha llenges raised in the report; 
many speakers reaffirmed the URC's ecumenical commitment and continuing 
quest for vis ible unity. 

Synod Groups 

The Assembly met in groups according to Synod membership to discuss and 
evaluate the proceedings of the 1994 Assembly. 

Moderator Elect' s Acceptance Speech 

The Moderator-Elect, the Revd John P Reardon, was greeted with applau se. 
He addr essed the Assembly. 

Thanks 

On behalf of the Assembly the Revd Roy Parkington expressed thanks to a ll who 
had made and carried out the arrangements for the Assembly . 

Chan&in& Structures 

The Moderator received and thanked the Revd Dr Philip Morgan, retiring 
convener of Faith and Life. 

He a lso received the Revds Lesley Husselbee, Peter Brain, Terry Oakley and, 
including Tony Coates in his absence, commended them as they took up new 
duties under the changing committee structures. 

Mr Alan Pollard 

The General Secretary asked the Moderator to receive Mr Alan Pollard, who was 
sh ortly to retire after 12 years as the Caretaker of Chu rch House and who h as 
been responsible for loading, transporting and unloading the large amount of 
necessary equipment for all the Assemblies during that time. 

Moderator's Thanks 

The Moderator expressed his personal thanks to his Chaplain, the Assembly 
officers and members of the Assembly. 

Minutes 

The Clerk, having at earlier sessions obtained approval of the duplicated 
minutes with verbal amendments, asked the approval of the Assembly for the 
inclusion in the Assembly minutes of the minutes of the twelfth and thirteenth 
sessions, subject to their having been scrutinised by the officers of the 
Assembly. This was agreed. 

The General Secretary announced that the Assembly having completed its 
business now adjourned to meet as agreed at Eastbourne on Monday, 
3rd July 1995. 

Closin& Worship 

The Chaplain, the Revd Stephen Brown, led the Assembly in worship. 
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