

























































































































































































Professor Graham Stanton

Professor Stanton, using “feedback” from the group Bible Studies, gave a further
exposition of the Epistle of Peter.

The Moderator expressed the Assembly's warm gratitude to Professor Stanton
for his teaching, especially as he had been willing, because of the decision taken
by the Assembly Arrangements Committee, to have group Bible Study, to
undertake the considerable extra task of collating and evaluating the material
received from the groups.

Closure

The Chaplain informed the Assembly of messages received concerning the Revd
David and Mrs Littlejohns and of the serious illness of Mrs Christine Key, wife
of the Revd John Key, a member of Assembly, and he led the Assembly in an
act of worship.

Worship

On Monday, 11 July, the Chaplain led the Assembly in worship with the
assistance of Janette Brown, Gina Gibson, the Revd Susan Durber and
members of FURY in liturgical dance and song.

The Broadcast Service

The General Secretary said, in response to inquiries received, that it was not
possible to provide copies of a tape-recording of the broadcast service, all of which
was copyright. If individuals had taped the broadcast at home, they would be in
breach of copyright if it was “pirated” to others.

Provincial Moderators’' Report

The Revd Janet Sowerbutts, on behalf of the Provincial Moderators, introduced
the report and in a challenging thought-provoking manner, invited the
participation of the Assembly in the debate, and thereafter the councils of

the Church.

She welcomed the Revds Raymond Adams and Graham Cook. She paid tribute
to the Revd Michael Hubbard, who served for seventeen years in the South
Western Province, and the Revd Eric Allen, who served for seven years in North
Western Province.

The Moderator thanked the Revd Eric and Mrs Joan Allen and wished them well
in their retirement. He spoke of Eric's commitment to the World Church and
ecumenism, of his involvement in the studies on gospel and culture and of his
work in pastoral reconciliation.

He spoke of the many gifts of the Revd Michael Hubbard, Moderator of the
South Western Province, and the service he had given to the URC and the wider
church over the past seventeen years. He gave thanks also for the service given
by Patricia and wished them both well as Michael responded to a new call to
Elmwood, Birmingham. Michael will continue to serve the URC on the
Methodist/URC Liaison Committee.
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The Assembly responded vigorously to the challenges raised in the report;
many speakers reaffirmed the URC's ecumenical commitment and continuing
quest for visible unity.

Synod Groups

The Assembly met in groups according to Synod membership to discuss and
evaluate the proceedings of the 1994 Assembly.

Moderator Elect’s Acceptance Speech

The Moderator-Elect, the Revd John P Reardon, was greeted with applause.
He addressed the Assembly.
Thanks

On behalf of the Assembly the Revd Roy Parkington expressed thanks to all who
had made and carried out the arrangements for the Assembly.

Changing Structures

The Moderator received and thanked the Revd Dr Philip Morgan, retiring
convener of Faith and Life.

He also received the Revds Lesley Husselbee, Peter Brain, Terry Oakley and,
including Tony Coates in his absence, commended them as they took up new
duties under the changing committee structures.

Mr Alan Pollard

The General Secretary asked the Moderator to receive Mr Alan Pollard, who was
shortly to retire after 12 years as the Caretaker of Church House and who has
been responsible for loading, transporting and unloading the large amount of
necessary equipment for all the Assemblies during that time.

Moderator's Thanks

The Moderator expressed his personal thanks to his Chaplain, the Assembly
officers and members of the Assembly.

Minutes

The Clerk, having at earlier sessions obtained approval of the duplicated
minutes with verbal amendments, asked the approval of the Assembly for the
inclusion in the Assembly minutes of the minutes of the twelfth and thirteenth
sessions, subject to their having been scrutinised by the officers of the
Assembly. This was agreed.

The General Secretary announced that the Assembly having completed its
business now adjourned to meet as agreed at Eastbourne on Monday,
3rd July 1995.

Closing Worship
The Chaplain, the Revd Stephen Brown, led the Assembly in worship.
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