Welcome to Families on Faith Adventures @ Home!
This resource has been put together for you by the United Reformed Church Children’s and
Youth Work team and the synod CYDOs and their equivalents.
We hope you will enjoy sharing a time of faith and fellowship together as a family through
these stories, games, activities, and prayers. They are designed as a ‘pick and mix’ of ways
to experience God’s message through the Bible, exploring what it means to you and express
that in words and action. They are not linked to the lectionary but can be used in any order
as we explore all the different parts of the Bible.
The Walking the Way challenges are one way of continuing our walk with Jesus throughout
the week.
These ideas are designed to be intergenerational - maybe even to be shared with family or
friends via the internet.
The resources are based on our non-uniformed children’s groups, Friends on Faith
Adventures and Pilots, but have been modified to make them suitable for all families at
home.
These activities are planned to be used together as a family and under adult supervision.
Please be aware of your family’s ages and abilities as some activities may need more adult
support than others. Stay safe and have fun!

This week’s Bible story is:

Jubilee
Leviticus 25 verses 8 - 17

With many varieties of activities and things to
do to help explore the theme. Look out for this
‘hands on’ symbol.
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Get to know your Bible
The Bible is like a library made up of 66 books written by many different people over many
years.
The Old Testament books were written before Jesus was born. They are the holy stories he
would have grown up hearing and reading. There are 39 of these.
The New Testament tells us the stories of Jesus and his followers. There are 27 books in the
New Testament.

Can you find
and colour the
book on the
bookshelf that
this week’s
story is from?

If you have a
Bible, see if
you can find
the story in
there.

You could print this
out once and colour
each new book on
the bookshelf as you
read stories from it.
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Bible context – Leviticus
The book of Leviticus was written by Moses around 1445 BC. It is really a rule book full of
the laws that the Hebrews would follow to keep themselves holy. Leviticus means “to the
Levites”, which is who the book is for.
This reading tells us about the Jewish year of Jubilee. Jubilee is grounded in the Sabbath. It is
a reminder and opportunity to stop and rest and reset.
The URC are celebrating their Jubilee year in 2022, when we will be 50 years old. I wonder
what our celebrations will look like.

Online versions of the story
Watch and Listen
Generosity Year of Jubilee by Gods Story https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hDQdnaHNvc
A whistle-stop tour of Leviticus by Pastor Landon (For older youth)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddqdpDwN0j0
Bible reading with images by Christian.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9LgV5D0aRU
How to say the Jewish blessing over your children by bimbam.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VO3irwYbIjE

Dance and Sing
Jubilee by Shout Kids Praise https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=neOLP9I-uHs
Lyrics version https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y60-F5OpXkw
Jubilee by Ron Kenoly https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j9uuvtcd_Fk
New Way by Kids on the move https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0EJwI0G7Yfc
Jubilee (feat. Naomi Raine & Bryan & Katie Torwalt) - Maverick City | TRIBL
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=17IVivK_C9U

The Story – Leviticus 25 verses 8 – 17 (The International Children’s Bible)
Count off seven groups of 7 years. This will be 49 years. During that time there will be 7 years
of rest for the land. On the Day of Cleansing, you must blow the horn of a male sheep. This
will be on the tenth day of the seventh month. You must blow the horn through the whole
country. Make the fiftieth year a special year.
Announce freedom for all the people living in your country. This time will be called Jubilee.
Each of you will go back to his own property. And each of you will go back to his own family
and family group. The fiftieth year will be a special time for you to celebrate. Don’t plant
seeds. Don’t harvest the crops that grow by themselves. Don’t gather grapes from the vines
that are not trimmed. That year is Jubilee. It will be a holy time for you. You may eat the
crops that come from the field. In the year of Jubilee each person will go back to his own
property.
Don’t cheat your neighbour when you sell your land to him. And don’t let him cheat you
when you buy land from him. You might want to buy your neighbour’s land. If you do, count
the number of years since the last Jubilee. Use that number to decide the right price. If he
sells the land to you, count the number of years left for harvesting crops. Use that number to
decide the right price. If there are many years, the price will be high. If there are only a few
years, lower the price. This is because your neighbour is really selling only a few crops to you.
At the next Jubilee the land will again belong to his family. You must not cheat each other.
You respect your God. I am the Lord your God.
Scriptures quoted from the International Children’s Bible®,
copyright © 1986, 1988, 1999, 2015 by Tommy Nelson, Used by permission.

Ideas to Retell/Explore the Story
New Year Traditions From Around the World
There are many traditions and customs to welcome in a new year around the world. Here are
just a few.
What traditions are in your family, town or church? How did they begin, what are their
meanings? Perhaps you might like to try some new ones this year.
Traditions from around the world
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-TTCypCyvc
Unusual traditions around the world for new year by Als Action English
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOczMyL74HU

Big Greeting Long Lost Friends
Here’s a bit of fun. Every time someone enters your home this week, greet them as if they
are long lost friends. So that could be the postman, the delivery driver, everyone coming
home from school or work. Turn it into a celebration and celebrate each other.

Table Top Discussions
Each day over a mealtime, have a quick conversation. Here are a few questions to get you
going:
o How important do you think it is to find time to rest? What do you like to do when
resting?
o During the first lockdown we saw how the earth began to restore itself without human
interventions. For example, fish appeared again in the clearer waters of Venice, deer
were spotted in the streets of London and rare butterflies appeared again in the
countryside. What benefits do you remember from the lockdown periods?
o There are many different traditions in different cultures to celebrate a new year. What
are some of the traditions in your family, church, or community?
o This year the URC celebrates its Jubilee year (50th). What are some of the things about
your local church that you would like to celebrate?
o Are there any big celebrations in your family this year? How will you be celebrating?

What’s in the box?

What treasures can you find to put in the box for your
little ones to explore?
Perhaps older children could help find the things.
Use a box or a bag to hold the treasures and
encourage any little ones to explore what’s in the
box/bag each week to go with the Bible story.

Something to make
a happy noise
Something with
rainbow colours
for God’s promise

A little House

A pillow or cushion and
blanket to rest

A heart shape

An old calendar or
diary or something
with a date on

Pray Together
Create Your Own Psalm of Praise
You will need:

A blank sheet of paper
Colouring pencils/pens

Psalm 100: 1-5 is a great example of a praise psalm. Read the psalm together and then try
writing your own psalm.
On a blank piece of paper write or draw:
My picture praise psalm
Lord, you are…
Draw or write three things that describe God
You made the …
Draw a picture of something God created that
you think is amazing.
You helped me…
Draw or write one way God helped you this past
week
I know you love me because…
Draw or write one way that you know God loves
you
I praise you God!

Shout Out Prayers
Create some speech bubbles and add them to a stick.
Clap your hands, all you people.
Shout to God with joy.
Psalm 47:1

Think about the prayers you want to shout out.
Perhaps you want to say thank you, or you want to
celebrate something, or you want God to bless
someone. Write your words of praise, thanks, or
blessing on the speech bubbles and then all together
shout out your prayer to God.

Pray Together
A Shining Heart
You will need

1x small red heart ( card or coloured paper)
1x small shiny heart ( aluminium foil or metallic paper)
A pencil or lolly stick

On one side of the pencil (or lolly stick) glue the red heart and glue the shiny heart on the
other side so they are back to back. The hearts represent God’s love and forgiveness for
everyone in the world.
Jubilee is a time to look back and to look forward.
Jesus taught us in the Lord’s Prayer to forgive others
just as we have been forgiven. In this year of Jubilee,
use the hearts to help you to say sorry to God for
things you might have done and said and then ask
God to help you forgive those who may have hurt or
upset you. Sit quietly for a few moments, turning
the stick in your hand. When you look at the red side,
say sorry to God and then turn it over and ask God to
help you reflect the light of Jesus and forgive others.

A prayer to say together
Dear God
Help us to be kind and forgiving
and forgive us the things we do wrong.
Help us to love with all of our power.
Thank you, for showing us the way.
Thank you for living with us every day.
and loving us now and always.
Amen.

I wonder what ideas
from the Bible story
today you can try for
yourself?
I wonder what your
hopes are for the New
Year?

I wonder what New Year’s
resolutions God might want
you to make this year?

I wonder what rules you
would bring in if you
had the power to makes
rules for the year?

I wonder if you have
anything you want to
put right in 2022?
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To Do Together…
Our Jubilee Book
You will need:

A large cereal box
A piece of wrapping ribbon

What you do:
Open the cereal box
on one side and cut off
the ends and open
side to make a book
shape. Turn it inside
out so that the plain
side makes the cover,
or cover the printed
side with paper to
decorate.
Use a piece of A4 paper from a refill
pad to mark where the holes go on
each side. Make a small hole where
you have marked to thread some
ribbon through.
Using a hole punch, make holes in the
things you want to put in the book and thread with the ribbon to insert
them into your book.
Tie your ribbon through the holes and decorate the outside of your Jubilee
book.
During the year, gather things which as a family you want to remember
and celebrate: certificates gained, birthday and anniversary cards,
pictures made, stories told. Our Walking the Way challenges will include
some ideas to put into your scrapbook each week.
This book will become your family’s chance to celebrate who you are and
all you have done.
The year of Jubilee is a chance to reflect on the past and look forward to
the future. Use your book to do this and add to it as a family in the coming
months and years.

To Do Together…
Trumpet in the New Year
In Jewish tradition, the new year is trumpetted in by blowing an instrument
called a shofar which is made from a ram’s horn. We can celebrate too, but
with paper or card and colouring materials. You could use some coloured
paper too, if you want to add streamers.
What to do: make a cone out of paper or thin card and decorate in any style
you like to make it bright and exciting. You might want to add coloured
paper (try to use scrap paper where possible), sticky gems or coloured left
over sweet wrappers etc.

Cut out and stick as shown – you now have your trumpet. Why not add
coloured paper streamers to the end?
Have fun!

To Do Together…
7-layered Celebration Sundae
You will need:

Ice cream
Coco pops/mini popcorn or similar
Chocolate sauce/ strawberry sauce
Meringue / crushed biscuit
Chocolate buttons/ millions
Cream
Chocolate wafer straw/ curlywurly or similar
What you do:
Create an amazing seven layered Celebration
Sundae, any way you want.
Choose your layers and then build it up, then of
course enjoy eating it.
Seven holds a special significance in the Bible. It is a
special number, and the year of Jubilee comes after
seven cycles of seven. What better way to celebrate
it with this amazing ice cream sundae?

Our Walking the Way Challenge
this time is…

Everyday Faith:

Scrapbooking:

Taking it Further:

Can you each think of seven small things
that you can do to make a difference for
someone else or for our world over the
course of the next week? Remember that
part of the idea of Jubilee is rest – to let
the earth rest and to take time to rest.
Other ideas revolve around justice and
putting things right. Each time you do
something to make a difference,
remember to share that with God.

Each week this year we will be thinking of
how to use our scrapbook to record some
of our talking and listening to God. This
New Year, let’s think about what
resolutions we might hope to keep this
year. Can you think of seven small,
achievable resolutions or good intentions
you might try to carry out as a family this
year? Why not decorate a page for your
scrapbook where you record these seven
goals and can look at them to remind you
over the coming months.

Watch the news or, if you have one, read
a newspaper together. Where can you find
God, or the things we’ve talked about this
week, in the news? What might you want
to pray about? What might you want to
find out more about or even do something
about? What might you want to talk to
your friends, your school, your workplace,
your church about?

Adventurers Go!
You’ve shared together, now share with us!
Why not send photos of your crafts, your treasure boxes, your Walking the Way challenges or dress up to make a tableau of the Big Story and take a photo to send in.
Email your photos to:
lorraine.webb@urc.org.uk
with parental permission for them to be used in publicity and online URC social media.
Alternatively, share them on our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/URCchildren.and.youth/
Remember you can find more resources on our website:
https://urc.org.uk/resources-for-children-and-youth
And if you’ve enjoyed these activities, why not see whether your local church runs Pilots or
Friends on Faith Adventures (FOFA) when things get back to normal again.

Created for you by Nicola Grieves (Eastern Synod), Judy Harris (National Synod of Wales),
Hannah Middleton (Northern Synod), Philip Ray (Wessex Synod, North), Lorraine Webb
(Programme Officer for CYW), and Ruth White (Wessex Synod, South) on behalf of the
CYDO+ and Children’s and Youth Work team and Pilots.
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