Welcome to Families on Faith Adventures @ Home!
This resource has been put together for you by the United Reformed Church Children’s and
Youth Work team and the synod CYDOs and their equivalents.
We hope you will enjoy sharing a time of faith and fellowship together as a family through
these stories, games, activities, and prayers. They are designed as a ‘pick and mix’ of ways
to experience God’s message through the Bible, exploring what it means to you and express
that in words and action. They are not linked to the lectionary but can be used in any order
as we explore all the different parts of the Bible.
The Walking the Way challenges are one way of continuing our walk with Jesus throughout
the week.
These ideas are designed to be intergenerational - maybe even to be shared with family or
friends via the internet.
The resources are based on our non-uniformed children’s groups, Friends on Faith
Adventures and Pilots, but have been modified to make them suitable for all families at
home.
These activities are planned to be used together as a family and under adult supervision.
Please be aware of your family’s ages and abilities as some activities may need more adult
support than others. Stay safe and have fun!

This week’s Bible story is:

Joshua v Jericho
Joshua 6 verses 1 - 20

With many varieties of activities and things to
do to help explore the theme. Look out for this
‘hands on’ symbol.

From
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Get to know your Bible
The Bible is like a library made up of 66 books written by many different people over many
years.
The Old Testament books were written before Jesus was born. They are the holy stories he
would have grown up hearing and reading. There are 39 of these.
The New Testament tells us the stories of Jesus and his followers. There are 27 books in the
New Testament.

Can you find
and colour the
book on the
bookshelf that
this week’s
story is from?

If you have a
Bible, see if
you can find
the story in
there.

You could print this
out once and colour
each new book on
the bookshelf as you
read stories from it.
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Bible context – Joshua
The book of Joshua was written by Joshua (or one of his scribes) around 1375 BC. The book
continues the story of the Israelites after the Exodus. The first eight chapters tell the story of
the first battle that the Israelites would have to fight, at the city of Jericho.
Jericho is believed to be one of the oldest cities in the world and was called “The City of
Palms” as it was abundant in palm trees.

Online versions of the story
Watch and Listen
Cartoon by Saddleback Kids https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAkwWE2UGLo
Animation by Crossroads Kids https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ruqGz1480uc
Keep Walking song by Veggie tales
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6-yEvZALeA
Lego version by Nomad Brickfilms https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Atyk_viszFc
Line drawing animation by Lifekids https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwkDQaRzXg0

Dance and Sing
Jericho Song by Rend Co Kids https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QKxQsGADalk
Joshua fought the battle of Jericho by The Superbook Show
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfPOHQOc3uI
Suit up featuring Dre Murray by Kids on the move
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvchzAPfUV4
Walls of Jericho for Toddlers by Two by 2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAKPHX4Q5Mc
Jesus I will trust you by Journey Kids https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjk4x22fwJk

The Story – Joshua 6 verses 1-20 (The International Children’s Bible)
Now the people of Jericho were afraid because the Israelites were near. So they closed the city gates
and guarded them. No one went into the city. And no one came out. Then the Lord spoke to Joshua.
He said, “Look, I have given you Jericho, its king and all its fighting men. March around the city with
your army one time every day. Do this for six days. Have seven priests carry trumpets made from
horns of male sheep. Tell them to march in front of the Ark of the Covenant. On the seventh day
march around the city seven times. On that day tell the priests to blow the trumpets as they march.
They will make one long blast on the trumpets. When you hear that sound, have all the people give a
loud shout. Then the walls of the city will fall. And the people will go straight into the city.”
So Joshua son of Nun called the priests together. He said to them, “Carry the Ark of the Covenant
with the Lord. Tell seven priests to carry trumpets and march in front of it.” Then Joshua ordered the
people, “Now go! March around the city. The soldiers with weapons should march in front of the Ark
of the Covenant with the Lord.”
So Joshua finished speaking to the people. Then the seven priests began marching before the Lord.
They carried the seven trumpets and blew them as they marched. The priests carrying the Ark of the
Covenant with the Lord followed them. The soldiers with weapons marched in front of the priests.
And armed men walked behind the Ark of the Covenant. They were blowing their trumpets. But
Joshua had told the people not to give a war cry. He said, “Don’t shout. Don’t say a word until the
day I tell you. Then shout!” So Joshua had the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord carried around the city
one time. Then they went back to camp for the night.
Early the next morning Joshua got up. And the priests carried the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord
again. The seven priests carried the seven trumpets. They marched in front of the Ark of the Covenant
of the Lord, blowing their trumpets. The soldiers with weapons marched in front of them. Other
soldiers walked behind the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord. All this time the priests were blowing
their trumpets. So on the second day they marched around the city one time. Then they went back to
camp. They did this every day for six days.
On the seventh day they got up at dawn. They marched around the city seven times. They marched
just as they had on the days before. But on that day they marched around the city seven times. The
seventh time around the priests blew their trumpets. Then Joshua gave the command: “Now, shout!
The Lord has given you this city! The city and everything in it are to be destroyed as an offering to the
Lord. Only Rahab the prostitute and everyone in her house should remain alive. They must not be
killed. This is because Rahab hid the two spies we sent out. Don’t take any of the things that are to be
destroyed as an offering to the Lord. If you take them and bring them into our camp, then you
yourselves will be destroyed. You will also bring trouble to all of Israel. All the silver and gold and
things made from bronze and iron belong to the Lord. They must be saved for him.”
When the priests blew the trumpets, the people shouted. At the sound of the trumpets and the
people’s shout, the walls fell. And everyone ran straight into the city. So the Israelites defeated that
city.
Scriptures quoted from the International Children’s Bible®,
copyright © 1986, 1988, 1999, 2015 by Tommy Nelson, Used by permission.

Ideas to Retell/Explore the Story
Explore the Story Using Sound and Buildings
You might have lots of boxes and cardboard left over from Christmas.
Have some science fun by building walls and then trying to make them tumble down without
touching them in any way. Can you make enough vibrations on the floor or table top to
make the walls fall?
Blow Your Own Trumpet
Take some time to celebrate yourselves by taking it in turns to blow your own trumpet. Each
of you shares something amazing that you have achieved, and everyone else blows on their
trumpets as celebration.
It doesn’t have to be amazing; it can be anything from “I got an A in my Maths test” to “ I
remembered to pick up the wet towel this morning after my shower”.
Have some fun with it all week - just declare your achievements loudly and proudly.

Table Top Discussions
Each day over a mealtime, have a quick conversation. Here are a few questions to get you
going;
o The number 7 appears in this story many times. What do you think the importance of
this number is?
o Some people say that walking round the city for days pushed down the sand around the
walls, which then fell when the vibrations of the trumpets sounded. What do you think?
Was this a miracle or simple science?
o The story tells us that God told the Israelites to remain silent until it was time to shout
and make a noise. How easy is it for you to keep silent? Are there times when it is best
to keep silent?
o The people of Israel needed patience whilst walking round the city walls and waiting for
the order to shout and blow their trumpets. How patient are you? What do you find
helps you when you need to be patient?
o What are the walls in your life at the moment that you want to ask God to help you
break through?

What’s in the box?

What treasures can you find to put in the box for your
little ones to explore?
Perhaps older children could help find the things.
Use a box or a bag to hold the treasures and
encourage any little ones to explore what’s in the
box/bag each week to go with the Bible story.

A toy to
represent
Joshua
Something with
rainbow colours
for God’s promise

A trumpet or something
to make a loud noise
Bricks, preferably loose ones
but alternatively something
like Duplo

A tray of sand or flour
or oatmeal to build on,
if you have them, or a
blanket

Pray Together
A Prayer Walk
Go on a walk along a route that you normally go: on the
way to school, to the shops or your local dog walk. But
instead of just walking, make it a prayer walk. Notice
what is around you, things you might not normally
notice, and talk to God.
Joshua and the people were making noise with musical
instruments and shouting. You could try making it into a
walking song. Here is an example of a walking song
based on Peter Kay's version of 'Is this the way to
Amarillo?'
Here's an example:
Verse
When the day is dawning,
we thank the Lord for a bright new
morning.
We ask that he will guide us,
and we know that he's always beside us.
Help us, Lord, as we're living
to show the world your love.
Show us how you are giving
your strength from heaven above.

Chorus
This is the way to follow Jesus.
We grow in faith with other believers,
knowing God will always seek us.
We put our faith and trust in him.

Song From ROOTS for Churches

Try making up your own words or using an alternative tune. You could use this song as you
march around the house or out on your walk.

Pray Together
Tumbling Wall Prayers
Build a tower or wall with Jenga bricks or any building brick that you have. As you
build, write the words Bless, Sorry, Thank You and Help on the bricks or write on
stickers you can put on the bricks and take off later. Take it in turns to remove a brick
carefully from the tower or wall. As you take out the brick, pray a prayer based on the
label on the brick that you have removed.
Continue praying with the bricks until
the tower/wall falls over. You can then
have fun rebuilding it and starting
again.
Dear God, please bless…
Dear God, I am sorry for…
Dear God, thank you for…
Dear God, please help…
Amen

Pray Together
Jigsaw prayers
You will need a small jigsaw puzzle.
Joshua had to have faith and patience, he waited seven days following God’s plan. We can't
always do a job quickly. We need to wait or to take our time so that the job is done well.
Jigsaw puzzles can require a lot of patience.
Using a small jigsaw, lay all the pieces out on a table.
Put the jigsaw together (you could do this as a family
or group). As you are doing this, speak to God and ask
God for more patience in your life. Perhaps there are
things that you want to do but you have given up. Ask
God to help you have patience to try again.
Dear God
Help me to be patient
And have faith to trust in you.
Help me not to give up when things are difficult.
Give us hope to believe everything will be well.
Amen.

I wonder what the army

I wonder what the
people of Jericho were
thinking when they
saw the army
marching in circles?

thought when Joshua
gave them their
instructions from
God??

I wonder whether you can
share about a time when
you needed patience and
had to wait for something?
I wonder what it felt like?

I wonder what is
your favourite part
of the story?

I wonder why God
wanted Joshua’s army
to defeat Jericho?
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To Do Together…
Exploding Melons
You will need:

Lots and lots of elastic bands (probably over 100)
A honeydew melon
A roll of tape as a stand
Lots of patience

What you do:
Position your melon outside on a
level surface, resting it on a roll of
tape so it remains upright and not
rolling about.
Place the elastic bands around the
middle of the melon. Each band
should be placed in the same place,
this concentrates the pressure on the
middle of the melon.
Keep placing more and more bands,
it does take a long time.
The melon will start to change shape
and begin to look bruised.
Once you feel some juice oozing out
of the skin, get ready as it is about to
explode. Keep going and waiting for
the explosion.
This is loads of fun, but it does remind us of the story and how patient
Joshua and his army was. The pressure was on but they had to be patient
and wait for the time to be right.

To Do Together…
Resolution Charades
You will need:

Some family members
Some New Year resolutions

What you do:
Your team must guess the
resolutions people have made by
means of the signals or clues that
you provide. There is no time
limit, so you have to be patient
and act out your resolution
without speaking or writing
anything down, just like Joshua’s
army had to remain silent while
they marched.
We must keep silent throughout:
the story of Joshua God reminds
us that we should not use words
until the time is right.
Here are some of the signs to
help you explain the words.

Indicate number of words
hold number of fingers indicating the
number of words up in the air.
Indicate a small word
hold index finger and thumb together not touching.
Indicate a big word
hold index finger and thumb as far as
possible apart.
Indicate the number of syllables in a
specific word
hold the correct number of fingers
against your forearm.
Indicate the word or syllable you are
working on if there is more than one
put up the correct number of fingers, for
instance, two fingers for the second word.
Indicate a word sounds like another word
point index finger at earlobe or hold hand
behind ear.
Show the team they are getting warmer
wipe your hand over your forehead /
eyebrow as if wiping away sweat.

A correct guess
tap your index finger against
your nose and point to the
person who is right.

Show the team they are getting colder
fold your arms and shiver

To Do Together…
Vibrating Musical Instruments
You will need:

Thick ice lolly sticks
1 thick elastic band
2 small elastic bands
2 pieces of straw Or - Straws and ribbon Or - Kitchen roll cardboard tube
Greaseproof paper
Elastic band

What you do:
Lolly stick kazoo
Stretch the thick elastic band over one thick ice lolly stick.
Place a piece of straw under the
elastic band and the place the
other thick ice lolly stick on top and
secure with a small elastic band.
Place the other piece of straw on
top of the thick elastic band and
secure that end with a small elastic
band. Decorate with stickers
across the top. Your kazoo is now
ready to play.
Cardboard tube kazoo

Take a kitchen roll cardboard tube and cut it in half.
Draw round a cup on some greaseproof paper and cut out the circle.
Secure the circle of greaseproof paper to the tube with an elastic band. It should be quite
tight to give a good vibration.
Make a small hole into the cardboard tube using a pencil. Decorate as you wish. Blow
raspberries into the open end to make your kazoo play.

Straw pan pipes

Cut your straws diagonally in half.
Tape them together and then decorate with ribbon and stickers.
Blow over the top to create a sound. Alternatively, cut a point at one end of each straw and
press slightly flat before taping together. You can make a sound by blowing into these
straws – how does the length of the straw change the sound?

Our Walking the Way Challenge
this time is…

Find seven things that remind you of God
around your home and garden.

At Home:

Outside:

For Others:

Go on a walk, a run, a bike ride, or out on
your scooter and look for seven signs of
God in nature or in the environment as
you go. Remember to say thank you that
God is with you wherever you go and
whatever you do.

Find seven small ways to make a
difference.

Adventurers Go!
You’ve shared together, now share with us!
Why not send photos of your crafts, your treasure boxes, your Walking the Way challenges or dress up to make a tableau of the Big Story and take a photo to send in.
Email your photos to:
lorraine.webb@urc.org.uk
with parental permission for them to be used in publicity and online URC social media.
Alternatively, share them on our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/URCchildren.and.youth/
Remember you can find more resources on our website:
https://urc.org.uk/resources-for-children-and-youth
And if you’ve enjoyed these activities, why not see whether your local church runs Pilots or
Friends on Faith Adventures (FOFA) when things get back to normal again.

Created for you by Nicola Grieves (Eastern Synod), Judy Harris (National Synod of Wales),
Hannah Middleton (Northern Synod), Philip Ray (Wessex Synod, North), Lorraine Webb
(Programme Officer for CYW), and Ruth White (Wessex Synod, South) on behalf of the
CYDO+ and Children’s and Youth Work team and Pilots.

