Welcome to Families on Faith Adventures @ Home!
This resource has been put together for you by the United Reformed Church Children’s and
Youth Work team and the synod CYDOs and their equivalents.
We hope you will enjoy sharing a time of faith and fellowship together as a family through
these stories, games, activities, and prayers. They are designed as a ‘pick and mix’ of ways
to experience God’s message through the Bible, exploring what it means to you and express
that in words and action. They are not linked to the lectionary but can be used in any order
as we explore all the different parts of the Bible.
The Walking the Way challenges are one way of continuing our walk with Jesus throughout
the week.
These ideas are designed to be intergenerational - maybe even to be shared with family or
friends via the internet.
The resources are based on our non-uniformed children’s groups, Friends on Faith
Adventures and Pilots, but have been modified to make them suitable for all families at
home.
These activities are planned to be used together as a family and under adult supervision.
Please be aware of your family’s ages and abilities as some activities may need more adult
support than others. Stay safe and have fun!

This week’s Bible story is:

Come and See With the Animals
Luke 2 verses 1-7

With many varieties of activities and things to
do to help explore the theme. Look out for this
‘hands on’ symbol.
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Get to know your Bible
The Bible is like a library made up of 66 books written by many different people over many
years.
The Old Testament books were written before Jesus was born. They are the holy stories he
would have grown up hearing and reading. There are 39 of these.
The New Testament tells us the stories of Jesus and his followers. There are 27 books in the
New Testament.

Can you find
and colour the
book on the
bookshelf that
this week’s
story is from?

If you have a
Bible, see if
you can find
the story in
there.

You could print this
out once and colour
each new book on
the bookshelf as you
read stories from it.
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Bible context – Luke
The book of Luke was written by Luke the disciple around 60 AD. Luke was a Gentile and a
doctor and he writes his book for all people. He wants to show that Jesus was God’s son,
who came to the world for everyone, Jew, Gentile, rich, poor, an extraordinary Saviour for
the ordinary everyday people. This is why his book tells the stories of everyday people and
their part in the Christmas story, such as the shepherds on the hillside. Today’s story tells the
part that led up to the birth. I wonder what animals were a part of this story? I wonder the
story the animals would have told.

Online versions of the story
Watch and Listen
When Jesus was born, a Christmas Story by CTA Inc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_iudvmMLgk
The mystery of the new noisy neighbour by the Bible Society
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=URMtYSvMJys
The animals Christmas Eve by Gail Wiersum https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eq1DonrNHk&t=87s
Told by children with Lego animation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xyhPDMS5VB0
Animals at the Nativity from the Film the Star
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=poswRRB_2i0

Dance and Sing
Baby Jesus we love you – Animals Toddler song by Journeykidsop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4k-whdwL0Ng
Celebrate Jesus is born by Lifekids
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgrcscaz6rI
Oh what a special night by Toddler Animation Praise
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duzZ-p6rYNI&t=103s
Away in a manger by love to sing https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnwO_0DrpCk
Come and See by Lighttheworld
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zhiR-ezCxmk

The Story – Luke 2 v 1-7 (The International Children’s Bible)
At that time, Augustus Caesar sent an order to all people in the countries that were under
Roman rule. The order said that they must list their names in a register. This was the first
registration taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. And everyone went to their own
towns to be registered.
So Joseph left Nazareth, a town in Galilee. He went to the town of Bethlehem in Judea. This
town was known as the town of David. Joseph went there because he was from the family of
David. Joseph registered with Mary because she was engaged to marry him. (Mary was now
pregnant.) While Joseph and Mary were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to have the
baby. She gave birth to her first son. There were no rooms left in the inn. So she wrapped the
baby with cloths and laid him in a box where animals are fed.
Scriptures quoted from the International Children’s Bible®,
copyright © 1986, 1988, 1999, 2015 by Tommy Nelson, Used by permission.

Ideas to Retell/Explore the Story
Table Top Discussions
Each day over a mealtime, have a quick conversation. Here are a few questions to get you
going.
o The story below is from the sheep’s perspective, being left behind in the field and
missing out on seeing Jesus. Who are the people who are missing out this Christmas?
Who are the people who are feeling forgotten? I wonder what we could do.
o Jesus was not born in a palace; he was born in a stable in the dirt and cold with the
animals. What do you think this was actually like? Why would God have planned it
like this?
o The shepherds left their sheep and went to find Jesus. Jesus said he was the Good
shepherd, what do you think this means?
o Advent is a time for Preparation, being ready to celebrate Jesus coming. What are
you doing as a family to prepare and be ready? Do you have any special family
traditions at this time of year?
o How many animals can you think of in the Christmas story? What were their parts in
the story? Who was the most important? What is your role in your family at
Christmas?

A Story to Share Together
The Christmas Sheep
Baaaa Humbug!
Where has everyone gone? What just happened?
There we were lying in the fields with our shepherds keeping watch.
And suddenly there a bright light in the sky and hundreds of sparkly shepherds in the sky
singing – VERY LOUDLY.
I don’t speak sparkly shepherd so I can’t tell you what they said, but they said it very loudly.
I’m not sure if it was good news or not, but the Shepherds looked terrified.
Then, as quick as they came, they disappeared. All was calm and dark again.
But what happened next is unthinkable.
Our shepherds, our keepers, the ones who keep watch over us and look after us and fight off
the things that want to eat us.
They got up and THEY LEFT.
They left!!! They didn’t seem frightened anymore, in fact they seemed to be excited and in a
hurry.
I heard one of them saying, let’s go see for ourselves.
What is it? What have they gone to see? And more importantly, why didn’t they take us with
them?
Baaaaa Humbug.
Story to share together this Christmas
There is a star by Sarah Macintosh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VkrYlKYMBrg
A song story following a lamb and other animals as he goes to find Jesus

What’s in the box?

What treasures can you find to put in the box for your
little ones to explore?
Perhaps older children could help find the things.
Use a box or a bag to hold the treasures and
encourage any little ones to explore what’s in the
box/bag each week to go with the Bible story.

A number of different
animal toys, especially
if they might have
been present in the
stable

Something with
rainbow colours for
God’s promise

If you have a nativity set,
use the shepherds, Mary
and Joseph and any
animals, but no Jesus and
no wise men yet!

Pray Together
Sheep Prayers
Our story was from the sheep’s perspective, being left behind in the field and missing out on
seeing Jesus. I wonder who are the people who are missing this Christmas?
Cut out some sheep shapes from paper or card. Think about the people who you feel
are missing out, who are the people who are feeling forgotten? Refugees, the
homeless, those without money for food…?
Write their names on the sheep and then pray for the person or place you know may
be going through dark and hard times ... You could hang the sheep up or place them
somewhere as a reminder for you to pray for them.
Dear God
May this Christmas be celebrated
with hearts filled with peace and love.
We pray for the people who are going through a
hard time
or feeling left out this Christmas,
for those who are lonely, afraid, or sad.
Please may they know your comfort, peace and
love.
Amen

Pray Together
A Christmas Tree Prayer
As you light your Christmas tree, gather together and take it in turns to turn on the lights
each day and say the prayer together.
Dear God
Please surround this tree with your blessing.
May the twinkling lights remind us of your
light shining in the world.
May the decorations help us think of our
family and friends.
And with the presents under the tree, we
remember that God sent us his most precious
gift in the baby Jesus.
Thank you
Amen

Christmas Parcel Prayers
When you are wrapping your Christmas presents include
a prayer inside the wrapping as a blessing for the person
you are sharing the gift with.
Here is an idea or you can write you own Christmas
blessing.
May God bless you
with love and peace
this Christmas time

I wonder if the

I wonder what is
your favourite
part of the
Christmas story?

animals knew that
this was a special
baby?

I wonder whether the
newborn baby cried and was
grizzly sometimes or whether
he was always smiling and
‘sweetly sleeping’?

I wonder who you
identify with most in
the Christmas story?

I wonder what your
hopes are for this tiny
baby and what
difference his birth
might make to your life?
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To Do Together…

Sheep Trail
You will need:

Lots of different things to make sheep
Any sheep you may have in your house

What you do
Make lots of different sheep: they can be drawn, collaged,
made from playdough or Lego or however you want to
make them.
Gather them all together - if you have a sheep hat or bag
or costume that people can wear or leave somewhere to
be found, then use them too.
Place them in a trail around your house or room.
See if you can find them all, maybe leave them in place as
a reminder of all the sheep in the Christmas story, those
who were taken to meet the baby and those who were
left behind, after seeing the angels sharing the news of
Jesus birth.

To Do Together…

Stable Floor Sensory Fun
You will need:

Shredded wheat and chocolate angel delight
Or mud, sticks, grass, and leaves
Some animal figures
What you do
Create a sensory bin which represents the stable
floor using either mud, leaves, sticks and grass or
Shredded wheat mixed with chocolate angel
delight. You can add a sprinkle of cocoa powder
if you want to make a bit more colour. Then add
all the animals who may have been in the stable
looking on at the Baby Jesus being born.

Think of all the mud and the smells and noises there must
have been there.
Think of the story of Jesus being born and what that must
have really been like. Have fun playing.

To Do Together…
Animal Masks
You will need:

Card from cereal boxes, or paper plates
Some collaging materials to create animal faces
Some ribbon or elastic to hold the masks in place

What you do
Decide on a mask you want to make and create it from the materials you
have.
You may want to start with a circle or a semi circle for the face, some small
semi-circles or triangle shapes for ears, small circles or triangles for noses.
There are lots of ways to make masks which don’t need a template. Here are
some ideas.
Get a paper plate and cut out the centre carefully, cut two ear shapes and
stick them to the outer circle, and then stick cotton wool balls around the
edge to make a sheep mask.
Get a paper plate cut it in half, use the sunglasses to make sure the eyes and
nose are in the right place, and create a pig, cow or duck mask simply by
adding shapes to the paper plate.

Think of the animals who were in the stable when Jesus was born, there
maybe were unexpected animals there too.

Our Walking the Way Challenge
this time is…

Christmas is nearly here. Perhaps you
could take a bit of time each evening,
maybe with a mince pie and a mug of hot
chocolate, to re-read the Christmas story
and thank God for the gift of Jesus and all
the excitement that the season brings.

At Home:

Outside:

For Others:

There are lots of different animals trying
to keep warm through the winter months.
Some may hibernate, but others just
continue to live with less food and warmth
and, on icy days, less access to water to
drink and bathe in. This Christmas week,
remember the birds and animals. Perhaps
you could put some bird seed out for the
birds, chopped boiled egg for hedgehogs,
chopped carrot for squirrels etc. and put a
shallow bowl of water out too.

Some people buy pets for Christmas and
then get bored with them and abandon
them. The RSPCA and other charities often
find themselves with more animals to care
for and rehome. Could you donate a can
or pack of pet food to a local animal
charity or find out more about the work
they do?

Adventurers Go!
You’ve shared together, now share with us!
Why not send photos of your crafts, your treasure boxes, your Walking the Way challenges or dress up to make a tableau of the Big Story and take a photo to send in.
Email your photos to:
lorraine.webb@urc.org.uk
with parental permission for them to be used in publicity and online URC social media.
Alternatively, share them on our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/URCchildren.and.youth/
Remember you can find more resources on our website:
https://urc.org.uk/resources-for-children-and-youth
And if you’ve enjoyed these activities, why not see whether your local church runs Pilots or
Friends on Faith Adventures (FOFA) when things get back to normal again.

Created for you by Nicola Grieves (Eastern Synod), Judy Harris (National Synod of Wales),
Hannah Middleton (Northern Synod), Philip Ray (Wessex Synod, North), Lorraine Webb
(Programme Officer for CYW), and Ruth White (Wessex Synod, South) on behalf of the
CYDO+ and Children’s and Youth Work team and Pilots.

