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The purpose of a risk assessment is to identify any hazard that has the potential to cause harm, decide whether there are enough controls in place to make
any risk an acceptable risk, and decide whether there are any other measures and controls you can put in place to further reduce risk.
Risk assessments of building/premises should be carried out annually, Risk assessments of activities/sessions should take place before each activity/session.

Risk assessments should be reviewed and should be kept on file for later reference if necessary.

Assessing risk involves considering the balance of how likely the harm is to happen and how severe the harm is likely to be.

Step 1: Identify the hazards — if you are assessing a building, walk round it, thinking about what could happen and what reasonable measures might help
avoid it (e.g. power sockets might be safer if they have covers on). If assessing an activity, think it through step by step and consider what tools, equipment

or materials you might be using and where you will be doing it.

Step 2: Decide who might be harmed (children, leaders, parents) and how. Remember risk of harm may also be emotional as well as physical.

Step 3: Evaluate the risk and decide what actions may be required to make the level of risk acceptable.

Step 4: Record your findings on the risk assessment and ensure that every adult involved in the session has read and initialled it.

Step 5: Review vour risk assessment after the activitv/session and check whether anv amendments should

be made.




