
New Malden United Reformed Church 

“Our mission is to worship God and, following the example of Jesus, 

work together to serve the Church, the local community, and the World!” 
 

New Malden is located in the South-Western part of the Royal Borough of Kingston-
upon-Thames, Surrey and 
has an ethnically diverse 
population.  

Our church was founded in 

1881 as the New Malden 
and Worcester Park 
Congregational Church and 
became part of the United 
Reformed Church in 1972, 
since when it has been 
known by its current name. 

Our congregation is made 
up of worshippers of all 
ages and cultures, and with 
a range of abilities - both 
physical and cognitive. We 
strive to be a welcoming and 
inclusive church, offering 
fellowship and support in 
serving our church, 
community and the world.   

Our Multicultural Story 

All of these nations provide worshippers for our current congregation 

 

The congregation of 
NMURC continues to 
develop and broaden to 
reflect the wider 

community. Our eldership 
now includes people of 
different ages as well as 
ethnic groups.  

 

Resident population 

 Approximately 147, 273 are resident in the borough.  

 Approximately 15.5% of the borough population are of 
minority ethnic origin  

 The largest minority ethnic groups are Koreans and 
Tamils  

 New Malden is estimated to have the largest Korean 
population outside of South Korea  

o Over 25% of residents in New Malden are Korean 

o Approximately 17% are of Indian origin   

 1.6 % of the borough population is black  

o Beverley Ward, New Malden,  has the highest 
proportion of residents of Black 
African/Caribbean origin (10%) 

  



Inclusive Worship  
 

(International Harvest Sunday September 2003,  

(Taken from an account in the October 2003 Chronicle) 

The service started at 10.30am as 
usual. The Bible reading was taken 
from Psalm 96 v1 and was read in the 
Chichewa language from Malawi by 
Jefta Dimba . 

„ Myimbireni Yehova, niyimbo 
yatsopano,  myimbireni Yehova, inu. 
Dziko lonse lapansi‟ 

Iris Philips, Angelica and 
Moreblessings sang a piece in the 
Shona  language of Zimbabwe. Myself, 
Pearson and Jefta  Dimba joined them 
for a second song in Chichewa –Man 
of the cross – Mamuna wa Mtanda.  

Kobby and Nana Asare prayed in Twi, 
one of the Ghanaian languages.  

“It was a memorable day for me 
especially because I felt the warmth of 
being included he service and of 
course being able to sing in Chichewa 
and Shona. The service was very 
lively. At the end we had lunch as a 
church. How nice getting to eat a 
variety of foods and of course getting 
to know one another.” 

“Just to say I felt more at home here 
than in Africa. Thanks to the whole 
congregation for their personal care.”                                             

 Pearson Dimba 

 

Easter 2010 
 

The traditional Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday is normally an occasion when 
Junior Church is full but this year numbers seemed thin on the ground. However a 
quick look at where our families were 
illustrated how ethnically diverse we 
have become and how widely dispersed 
our congregation can be. 

Carolyn Mc Murray was with her parents 
back in South Africa, visiting her 
grandparents, who, when they lived in 
the UK also attended our church 
regularly. Iris Phillips was in Zimbabwe 
with Lucinda, Lauretta and Leticia. The 
Asare family were in different parts of the 
world with Kobby in Ghana and Nana, 
Andrea and Annice visiting relatives in Chicago USA.  

Meanwhile in Korea visiting family were Tae Eun and Gye Won  Kim as well as Dong 
Jung and Dong Hyung Park 



 

Inclusive Church Growth - The Korean Ministry in New Malden 

In 2003, Revd. Suk In Lee began part of his training for URC Ministry at New Malden 
and Kingston URCs. I t is a fact that of the 40,000 Koreans settled in the UK over 
20,000 live in the New Malden area. In the New Malden area there are about 68 
Korean congregations, including house group cell churches. The denomination 
(Presbyterian Church in Korea) to which Suk In is linked encourages its members to 
attend established British churches. 

Following his induction and ordination to a bridge ministry linking the Korean and 
English at Kingston and New Malden URCs in September 2006, with his 
encouragement,  both Korean and English worshippers have developed strong 
bonds of friendship and cooperation. When a family returns to Korea after several 
years worshipping with us, such as when JaeKyun Kim, Mun Suk and Julia returned 
in September, we suddenly realize what a loss they will be and how much they have 
added to the life of the church as door stewards, arranging flowers and in music 
groups. 

 

The Christian Friendship Café 

Rev Suk in was responsible for this initiative on his arrival at New Malden URC. It is 
held every Tuesday evening from 7pm – 9pm and aims to provide an opportunity for 
non-English speakers to improve their English conversation skills, enjoy 
refreshments, and learn about English culture whilst also having a scriptural input 
each week. Although principally targeting the Korean community, many different 
nationalities have passed through the doors ranging from Eastern European to 
Chinese, Iranian and South American. 

Numbers tend to fluctuate greatly but for those involved with the café Christmas 
2008 will be hard to forget. 

 „It would be a good idea to provide a taste of a British Christmas dinner for our 
Korean friends from New Malden and Kingston,‟ Suk in suggested and proposed 
Tuesday 23rd December as the date. 

‟ There will be about 60 altogether, probably – all they want is a spoonful of each 
item.‟  

Actually there were about 85 plus 20 children who had not been mentioned at all and 
most were expecting a full dinner! Red cabbage, stuffing and roast parsnips were all 
new tastes to many and although some were still hungry at the end, the many mince 
pies were just too sweet for the Korean palate. 

Many pictures were taken and sent via the internet to Korea but those of us who took 
part were too exhausted to take any and so there is no pictorial record of the event. 

 

 



 

At Chuseok (Korean new Year) Korean friends prepared food for all of us to share at 
the café and one Saturday in the summer of 2009  the Church Lawn became the 
setting for a Korean barbecue and food sale. Many Korean ladies spent hours 
preparing food and on a very warm Saturday a large number of church friends and 
local Koreans joined together for food and chat. Suk in‟s famous boen aeppang 
machine was extremely popular with the local Koreans but more of that later! 

 

Outreach via Boen aeppang  - Spring 2010 

Revd. Suk In Lee has, he thinks, the only boen aeppang machine in the UK. For the 
uninitiated boen aeppang are fish 
shaped waffles, filled with red bean 
paste and they are a popular street 
food in South Korea in winter.  

Now they are available in the grounds 
of New Malden URC most Fridays or 
Saturdays and are extremely popular. 
Suk In , his wife He Jung and Mi 
Young Harris, our first Korean Church 
Elder,  prepare the red bean paste and 
waffle batter and then serve the queue 
of keen customers, at  the same time 
distributing leaflets  and orders of 
service for the church. Funds raised 

from the sale of the waffles go to the different  activities. 

 

Celebrating Each Others’ Worship 

A series of Sundays were set aside in 2007 where everyone could get a taste of the 
different styles of worship people have been used to. Members of the congregation 
were encouraged to provide some of their local food at coffee time! We had a Welsh 
themed service with a Welsh bible reading, welsh hymns, an explanation of welsh 
love spoons and welsh cakes! We had a Korean service with music from some of the 
Korean children, a hymn from the Korean 
adults, a bible reading and prayers and 
afterwards kimbab with our coffee! 

Members of the congregation had worn their 
national costumes at both the previous 
Sundays, and as our photos show, the 
Ghanaian and Zimbabwean Sundays 
provided colorful displays and more 
delicious food as well as an insight into their 
four or five hour services! 

 



Involvement of Youth and Young Adults in Church Activities 

On Sunday mornings, our Junior Church meets during the main service in age 
appropriate groups and we come together for the Junior Church  Christmas 
Celebration which normally alternates between a traditional Nativity one year and a 
more modern take the following year. 

A church garden party every July at the beginning of Malden Fortnight , following the 
parade of floats down the High Street gives the opportunity for young and old to mix 
together and we encourage passing members of the public to join us with the lure of 
free cream teas. A church barbecue in September, following Promotion Sunday, 
when children change their groups within Junior Church provides another opportunity 
for fellowship on the Church lawn – weather permitting!  

FURY meet at the Manse on a Sunday evening and had great fun both in the Manse 
Garden and on a treasure hunt, which seemed to involve a long stay in McDonalds! 

Each week on a Tuesday morning a toddler group is run by church members for the 
youngest members of the local community. A tea party was held one Saturday to let 
mums and dads meet and toddlers and older siblings join in some of the fun. 

On Thursdays the Girls‟ Brigade meet in our church halls. Their participation in 
Parade services is highly valued and the Girls‟ Brigade Display is highly anticipated 
each year. On Fridays a similar pattern follows with the Boys‟ Brigade meeting there. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every summer in August the church holds a one 
week holiday club, open to church families and others who have booked spaces 
where a variety of art, craft and other activities are carried out. Whilst never 
promoting these as „multi cultural‟ the photos show how multi- cultural the 
participation usually is. 

 



 

Concerts  

Many of our congregation have a strong musical background and have provided 
contributions not just in church but at concerts , organized to support Kingston 
Churches Action on Homelessness and Commitment for Life to name but two worthy 
causes whilst Seon Hee Park, a talented pianist, provides back up to our Church 
Organist, Barry Cooper, when he is on holiday. 

Family Celebrations 

We have experienced times of great happiness as babies have been baptized and 
we are all trying to work together to relieve any tensions that may occur – mainly 
regarding time keeping – it must be said 
– where at times some friends do 
become a little agitated.  

The recent christening of Chichi, the 
daughter of Sylvia, one of our 
worshippers, was a truly joyous time 
with much singing and praising in the 
church following the end of the service.  

 

 

Vision For Life 

One of our church members, Avril Hiscock, organized a Saturday workshop on the 
Creation to tie in with the material 
for Vision for Life and once again 
young and old enjoyed spending 
time together and could focus 
their thoughts on how fortunate 
we all are.  

 

 

Worshippers’ stories 

We first started attending the church in August 1972. We had moved to New Malden 
at the end of June and tried Christ Church and St John‟s because we knew people 
there. Neither seemed right for us. In August my parents came to stay and said they 
would go to a service at a church we hadn‟t visited yet. So they came here and Jock 



Moir spoke to them. The next day he cycled to our home to visit and said, if we found 
our new home here that would be good but if then may God bless us. 

There was a family atmosphere here and we liked the involvement of lay people in 
the worship.  

The congregation then was much bigger, with a number of families here. It was 
never entirely white when we arrived and got to know people in the congregation, 
Junior Church and the Brigades. There were then no gaps in the age groups.  

Now there are more midweek activities than when we first came and it is more 
vibrant with the different cultures. 

Positive changes in Church Life in recent years have included the Sunday morning 
Prayer Group and the Prayer Board. There seems to be more conversation about 
personal bible reading and prayer. 

Since the congregation is smaller perhaps there‟s more of a sense of community 
rather than smaller groups. 

God keeps me a regular worshipper with this fellowship! 

 

Engaging on issues of justice and peace – Pirouz’s story 

I came from Iran to live in New Malden in 
March 2003.  I‟d converted to Christianity 
while living in Japan and as I was now living 
in the UK I wanted to attend a local church 
and integrate with the community. 

I decided to continue worshipping here 
because I received a very warm welcome 
from the URC members when I first 
attended the church.  People were friendly 
and tried to make me feel at ease. 

Since first arriving a greater number of 
African and Korean people have become 
members of the church.  There is now a 
multicultural café one evening a week to 
encourage speakers of other languages to 
improve their English communication and 
there are a growing number of children of 

ethnic backgrounds attending the church. 

There have been positive changes Church Life in recent years. I have seen a greater 
diversity of people, and the younger members of the church. occasionally playing a 
more modern style of music. 

Attendance of the church has become a part of my life; I feel very much a part of the 
church family.  Everyone has been so supportive of me since my arrival.  Bruce and 



Chris have always been there for me and I know the church members have prayed 
for me during my asylum process and my years in limbo.  

 

“Congratulations Pirouz!” 

 

Why I came to New Malden URC? 

“I first attended in 1956 when a friend, who attended the Young Congregationalists 
invited me to join her. The Young Congregationalists met after the service.” 

“Why did I stay initially? -There were a large group of a similar age and a minister 
who made a great impression on me.” 

“The ethnicity of the congregation has changed immensely, matching that of the 
population of the borough.” 

“I remain a regular worshipper because I feel God is calling me to work within this 
church.” 

Why I stayed at New Malden URC? 

“When we moved to New Malden this was the closest church to our house and 
looked very pleasing and peaceful. “ 

“The members of the church were welcoming and very friendly towards our family 
and we enjoyed Bruce’s sermons. Since we have become church members there 
has been an increase in ethnic culture. Additionally there have been more families 
attending and so an increase in numbers.” 

“In recent years we have noticed that by having an Associate Minister, Suk In Lee, 
church life has become more comfortable.” 

“We remain members of this fellowship because of the strong relationships with 
fellow members that we have built up. “ 
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