
Vine United Reformed Church 

Ilford, Essex (Thames North Synod ) 

 

Background 

 

OUR VISION at Vine is to be a welcoming church, sharing within and without the love of God and the 
good news of Jesus.  In developing our MISSION, we will move towards 
growing in faith by: 

+ Caring for and learning from each other 
+ Prayer and living worship 
+ Community involvement near and far 

 

URC is situated in South Ilford in the London borough of Redbridge and immediately relates to the 
two wards, Clementswood and Loxford. 

 

POPULATION South Ilford is a densely populated area with a population of 47,740 at the 2001 
census.  The population of the two wards Clementswood and Loxford together, is 24,871.  Age 
distribution indicates that about 30% is less than 20 years, around 40% are aged 20 – 44 years, 20% 
between 45 and 64 years and about 10% over the age of 65. The highest distribution of young 
people is in Loxford ward with over 18% of the population aged between 5 and 15 years. 

 

ETHNICITY  The area around Vine URC is one of the most multicultural in the Borough.  Out of 
the combined population of Clementswood and Loxford wards of 24,871; 7,183 describe themselves 
as white;  12,643 as Asian or British Asian;  and 3,888 as Black or Black British 

 

RELIGION  For the first time in 150 years the 2001 census included a question about religious 
beliefs. The results from the area indicate the diversity of beliefs across Ilford as a whole.  Although 
40% of the population claim to be Christian, this does not reflect attendance figures at local 
churches. However, other faith groups’ statistics may reflect a more committed religious tradition.  
26% claim to be Muslims. This is probably a much closer figure to attendance and active 
participation in this Faith. The third largest group is Hindus at 11% and then 9% being Sikhs.  Only 7% 
of the population claim to have no faith at all and the smallest percentage of 1% are Jewish.  
Referring to our two specific wards mentioned above, 8,300 people claim to be Christians;  7,785 
Muslims;  3,111 Hindus; 2,322 Sikhs;  156 Jews and 65 Buddhists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our location – The Facts 
24,871 people 

+ 40% Christian 
+ 26% Muslims 
+ 11% Hindus 
+ 9% Sikh 

 
 
 
 



OUR STORY     “ SURPRISED BY JOY, EMPOWERED WITH HOPE’’ 

Introduction: 

Vine United Reformed Church has had a tradition of care for children and young people over the 
years, through its work with a mission Sunday School; uniformed youth organisations and other 
youth work programmes.  Even though there has been a decline in these ways of working with 
children and young people in recent years, the willingness to seek new ways of engaging has 
remained in the hearts and minds of church members of different generations as they have watched 
the community change so much, becoming more and more multicultural and multi-faith. 

In March 2009 the junior church teachers, at one of our meetings, were discussing how we could 
engage with more children in the neighbourhood around the church.  This resulted in planning and 
implementing a week long HOLIDAY CLUB for 4-11 year olds in August.  We advertised this 
programme in 7 primary schools, through visits to the schools by the Minister and leaflets for the 
children to take home.  We decided that we would only accept 40 children because of leader/child 
ratios at that time, but more children than that applied.   

We went ahead with 40 children and were surprised that out of the children who participated, 50% 
were Muslim, 30% Hindu and Sikh and 20% Christian, including the children who are part of the 
worshipping and teaching life of the church.  

 

            

 

 Following the event, several parents said that their children had enjoyed it so much that they 
wondered if we could have other opportunities available for the children to meet during the year.  In 
our evaluation process we realised that we had the enthusiasm and capacity to run a Saturday Club 
once a month.  75% of the children who attended the August Holiday Club have been participating in 
the monthly children’s club plus some new children.  Many parents have been asking us about 
Holiday Club 2010! 

This year will be different because we have developed relationships with the children and their 
parents that we met last August, during the year and have increased our volunteer team to include 2 
new people from the community. 

 

Aims 

 To create a loving and non-judgmental environment through running a children’s 
project. 

 To help children from different faith, ethnic and social backgrounds to engage with 
new experiences that can widen their horizons. 

 To enable the church to extend God’s mission amongst children in South Ilford. 

 

 



Objectives 

Through: 

 The opportunities in this project for building friendships amongst these children of diverse 
backgrounds 

 Providing a wide range of activities, learning experiences and fun 

 Creating a challenging volunteering opportunity for young leaders (18-21 years) 

 Developing leadership skills amongst all the volunteer leaders 

 Taking opportunities as situations arise, for building understanding between the different 
faiths represented by the children. 

 

The content of the HOLIDAY CLUB 2010 includes the theme which will be focussed on ‘All caring for 
God’s planet’;  biblical stories with discussion and learning 
activities;  group and co-operative games;  sports;  creative 
activities using drama, crafts, photography;  afternoon outings  
local parks and places of special interest;  a day at the sea and 
provision of lunches each day.   

 

Volunteers from the Church include adults and young leaders 
(18-21 years) and a training day for leaders will take place in early summer.  On the Friday afternoon 
of the Holiday Club parents/families will be invited to come along to get a glimpse of what the 
children have been doing during the week and share fellowship and refreshments together.  The 
Sunday service will be focussed on the Holiday Club theme and the children who are able to come 
will play a major part in leading the service. 

Benefits 

The CHILDREN have benefitted from the Project so far and we believe will continue to do so in 
different ways.   For example, a few parents have told us that outside the school situation, the 
Holiday Club and the monthly Saturday Club at Vine Church have been the only occasions when their 
children have been able to join in activities with those of different faiths to their own.  They 
expressed that they believed this to be important for their children and also important for 

community understanding and peace.  Many say that their children 
are excited when the time  comes each month for them to meet 
again and when they arrive at the Church they run in looking out for 
the friends they first made at the August Holiday Club.  We have 
watched friendships form, we have helped the children participate in 
meaningful activity, and have experienced them and each of us 
learning new things about each others’ cultures and faiths and so 
building understanding, tolerance and peace. 

 

 

The opportunity to volunteer to be YOUNG LEADERS in the 2009 Holiday 
Club has inspired a group of young people in the Church, in the 17-21 
age group, who have received some leadership training in preparation 
for the Holiday Club.  They are continuing to exercise their skills, 
creativity and commitment in the monthly children’s Saturday Club 
meetings.  The whole team of leaders has been enriched by the working 
together of these young leaders with the adult volunteers. 



Outcomes (for the Community and Church) 

As last year, we will expect the children who come to represent the rich variety of families found in 
South Ilford:  ie from Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh backgrounds and of different ethnicities.  
Recently one of the parents telephoned the co-ordinator of the Saturday Club for children and said ‘I 
am a Bengali Muslim and my husband is an English Christian.  We really appreciate what your Church 
is doing, in opening your doors to such a diversity of children in the Holiday Club and the monthly 
Saturday Club.  You are doing a really important piece of community cohesion’.   On reflection, we 
did not realise that we were doing that but it was great to hear this and important to listen to what 
parents and others are saying.  Another Muslim parent who has been very supportive used to be in 
the Vine URC Scouts 20 years ago and says he likes the ethos of the Church. 

However, what we do believe is that God has given us as a Church, a new gift of opportunity.  He has 
challenged us to extend boundaries of His mission by opening a door for us to go through to discover 
more about this gift.  We have been amazed by the outcomes so far.  Apart from the outcomes 
already mentioned above, a nominally Christian family of 2 sisters and their friend who have been 
coming to Saturday Club following the August Holiday Club, have shown an interest in what else the 
Church does and have been attending worship and junior church.  Their mother has also been 
supporting some of the Church activities.   

Another outcome has been that we have gained 2 new 
volunteers from the community.  A Hindu mother of one of the 
children has become a regular volunteer at the Saturday Club 
and we discovered that she has worked with children’s 
projects in Calcutta and New York.  Also young Muslim woman 
who is doing an NVQ qualification in child care asked to do 
some volunteering with us and she started the other Saturday.  

This year we believe we have the capacity to take 10 more 
children than last time at the August Holiday Club and are confident that the Saturday Club will 
continue to flourish.  We move forward with renewed confidence that we have been blessed with 
God’s power to achieve our aims and objectives, “surprised by Joy, empowered by hope”. 

 

Outcome Summary 

“An important piece of community cohesion” 

Bringing together children from different faiths and cultures 

God’s challenge to extend the boundaries of His mission 

Growing our young people 

New volunteers from the community 

 

 

 


