Newsletter December 2018
The URC Peace Fellowship General
Meeting
(Saturday afternoon: 9 March 2019)
to be held at
Pathways to Peace Conference
(8-10 March 2019-Hinsley Hall Leeds)

Wishing you joy and peace
this Christmas
From the Peace Fellowship Committee
who hope to see you at the member meeting in
March 2019.
**************************************
Keeping in Touch –
A message from the editor
Thanks to all of you who responded to my letters
and emails about keeping in touch. It is always
good to hear from members of the fellowship and
we hope that you have found that keeping in
touch has continued to be helpful to your witness
to God’s love at work in your lives.
We cannot always share resources in a timely
manner as space in the newsletter is limited, but
we try to share as much as we can. We hope to
grow new ways of sharing in 2019.
Thank you.

As part of the conference the URC Peace
Fellowship will hold its General Meeting
between 2pm-3pm on Saturday 9 March
2019, receiving reports from the committee
and appointing officers and committee
members to develop the ministry of peace
within the denomination. It is hoped that as
many members as possible will attend this
meeting and participate in as much of the
conference as they are able.
This is a joint conference from the Anglican
Pacifist Fellowship, Fellowship of
Reconciliation, and the Baptist, Methodist and
URC Peace Fellowship.
The keynote speaker is Fabian Hamilton, MP
for Leeds North East and Shadow Minister for
Peace and Disarmament since 2016.
We will also hear from Rev. Dan Woodhouse,
a Methodist minister who in 2017 entered an
air base to disarm warplanes destined to
bomb Yemen (see Reform Interviews
September 2017).
Details of the costs and the programme, so
far as is presently available, are attached. If
you would like to attend but would need
support with some of the costs, please make
this clear to the committee. We have a
limited sum that we have allocated for this
purpose.
*************************************************
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**************************************

Subscription Renewals:

Attached is a form to enable you to renew
your membership and continue to subscribe
to the URC Peace Fellowship. The committee
have agreed that the subscriptions should be
held at the present level. We are always
grateful to those who choose to donate more
that the sums requested as this enables us to
keep in touch with those for whom these
sums would be unrealistic.
Details of how to make payments is set out
on the attached form, which you should
complete and return with details of your
subscription to the Convenor of the Peace
Fellowship, Mr Andrew Jack at the address
on the form. If you pay by standing order, or
direct bank transfer, please make sure that
this is correctly referenced to ensure the
money is credited to the Peace Fellowship
and we are notified of this.
Please also complete the contact details on
the form to help us keep our records up to
date. If you details of your email address this
will indicate that you are happy for us to use
this medium to contact you in the future.
Thank You.
****************************************************

Remembering - One Hundred Years
since the Armistice:

New ways to raise peace making and peace
building are always helpful, particularly when
this has been so much in the public
consciousness. In October Rev David Tatem
gave the address at the Harpenden UNA
annual peace service. The address followed
the showing of a U-Tube clip of Willie
McBride or Green Fields of France, with black
and white images that graphically illustrated
the points that David developed.
If you would like to use David’s reflection to
help you to develop your own ideas in
imaginative ways it can be found on the
Peace Fellowship page of the URC web-site.
****************************************************

****************************************************

Preparing for the Prince of Peace:
At this special time of year, you may find the
words of this reflection helpful:
Peace be with you my friend for all of time,
Peace of a kind that sets your life in rhyme.
Peace in your heart and in your mind and soul,
Peace of a kind that makes your life a whole.
Peace be with all folk in this hurting world,
So many lost and by the storms are whirled.
Peace can bind all God’s children into one,
Healing and helping them to see the sun.
Peace is a calm that lodges deep inside.
Peace is contentment which we cannot hide.
Pease stems from love and has no place for fear;
It’s to be cherished and to be held dear.
Peace is a gift, and we much pass it on;
It comes from God, just as He gave His Son.
It’s not for us to keep or hold too tight;
It’s to be shared, so we can spread its light.
© E Plews 2018
********************************************************

Church and Peace Day Conference
Date: Saturday 23 Feb 2019, 10.30 – 16.30
Venue: Quaker Meeting House, Bull St,
Birmingham, B4 6AF
Keynote Speaker: Rev Al Barrett, an Anglican
vicar with eight years working at community
building on a Birmingham estate.
Panel and discussion will include contributions
from Rev Inderjit Bhogal (Methodist) co-founder
of City of Sanctuary, now working to develop a
network of churches offering welcome support
and advocacy for asylum-seekers and refugees;
Charmian Kenner from Lambeth More in
Common encouraging dialogue between Lambeth
and Boston voters who voted very differently
during the EU referendum; Ruth Tetlow who has
many years’ experience of interfaith work in
Birmingham around the issue of climate change.
Registration and more information: please go
to Barbara Forbes – forbesbarbare@yahoo.co.uk
Note: Registration will close on 12 February 2019.

********************************************************
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Newsletter October 2018
Update from Simeon Mitchell, URC Church and
Society Secretary:
Remembrance 100:
The centenary of the end of the First World
War continues to be marked with events and
activities for prayer, peace and reconciliation
under the ‘Remembrance 100’ banner. The
URC has been one of the main partners in this
initiative. Prayers, reflections, Bible readings,
lesson plans and peace making ideas, including
resources for holding a ‘peace party’ and for
marking Remembrance Sunday, are all
available from www.remembrance100.co.uk
Nuclear Weapons: In July, the Church of
England made a significant change to its
position on Nuclear Weapons, when its General
Synod agreed a resolution welcoming the UN’s
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons,
saying that nuclear weapons were ‘dangerous
and unnecessary’. This will make it easier for
the Churches to speak and work together on
this issue. Read more about this in the blog by
Steve Hucklesby of the Joint Public Issues
Team:http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/dan
gerous-and-unnecessary-on-hiroshima-day-wehighlight-the-church-of-england-new-thinkingon-nuclear-weapons/
Youth Resources on Peace-making: The Joint
Public Issues Team has produced four
interactive Bible studies to enable discussion
and reflection on peace-making and
Christianity in youth groups. They are based on
the URC/Methodist publication ‘Peacemaking:
A Christian Vocation’. Download from:
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/peaceresources-for-youth-groups/

A reminder of some of the other up-coming
events in 2018:
Saturday 3 November 2018:
At 2pm Caroline Lucas MP will be giving the
2018 MAW Remembrance Lecture at St John’s
Waterloo, Waterloo Road, London SE1 8TY –
http://www.abolishwar.org.uk/
Saturday 3 November 2018:
At 4.30pm an Act of Remembrance of Innocent
Victims of War at the West Door, Westminster
Abbey. The 30 minute service will be led by the
Canon in Residence.
Family Events are also planned in a number of
places:
Friday 9 November 2018:
Oasis Inspire will hold a series of high profile,
simultaneous events in Cathedrals and other
major public venues around the UK and
Ireland. These are designed with children and
young people in mind.
http://www.oasisinspire.org/
If you have lost the links to the resources shared
in the last issue, please get in touch and I will
happily send you the information again.
****************************************
The United Reformed Church Peace
Fellowship is a group of United Reformed
Church people who accept God’s call to
human beings to live in peace and who are
committed to discerning and obeying the
urgent call of God to pursue Peace and
Justice in the world.
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Joint German/URC Remembrance
Resource now available
Check out the URC Website home page for
the downloadable pdf and its supporting
introduction. The link is:
https://urc.org.uk/british-germanremembrance-resources.html
Entitled ‘One hundred years after the First
World War: Looking back, looking forward’.
The first booklet contains personal stories,
reflections and poems written by British and
German contributors. An accompanying
booklet provides worship material,
meditations, prayers, newly written hymns
and biblical reflections. It closes with a
commitment to peace building.
It is hoped that these resources will be helpful
to those preparing to lead remembrance
services this year.
**************************************

URC /German Palatinate Church
Links
Since 1946 the URC has developed its link
with the Protestant Church of the Palatinate
in Germany; from its inception by the
Congregational Church in Worthing.
In September Nigel Uden, as GA Moderator
wrote a blog of his visit to a theological
consultation:
https://assemblymoderators.urc.org.uk/septe
mber-took-me-briefly-to-germany/#more-4078
Wendy Cooper, of the Peace Fellowship was
a part of the URC delegation and has
provided us with copies of the papers
presented at the consultation:
• Brexit, Church Union and Identity
Given by The Revd Dr John P. Bradbury
• The Union of Palatinate Churches –
Historical and Current Considerations
Given by Klaus Brumlein
• Growing Together in Europe. The
Churches’ contribution based on the

background of their experience of
unification
Given by Christoph Picker
• A Reflection on John 14.27
Lead by Pfarrer Michael Pernt-Weigel
Wendy felt that the reflection was a useful
context for the consultation and has much to
offer as we look forward to Brexit. She also
found the paper by Christoph Picker –
Growing Together in Europe – exceedingly
helpful as we face the future, which still
seems very uncertain.
If you would like electronic copies of these,
please either contact Wendy Cooper or the
Editor.
**************************************
A prayer of welcome –
St Leonard’s Collegiate Church Pallanza,
Lake Maggiore, Italy (helpfully translated
into English, French and German)
In this church, may everyone feel accepted
for what they are and be at peace!
Here, may everyone rest and find serenity.
May the visitor feel confident in Jesus Christ’s
love.
May everyone discover the joy of living with
other people, and, with the help of God, may
they look at the future without any fear.
**************************************
Keeping in Touch –
A message from the editor
Thanks all of you who responded to my letters
and emails about keeping in touch.
If you have not already been in touch, please can
you let me know if you prefer email or postal
material, by emailing me or writing to me at
21 Ranleigh Walk, Harpenden AL5 1SR
If you are willing for us to use your email address,
and have not already done so, could you please
contact me on annjack@btinternet.com
confirming your name and address, so that we do
not have to use your address label in the future.
Thank you for your help.
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Newsletter June 2018
Update of preparations to mark 100 years since
the signing of the Armistice that ended the First
World War. In our February Newsletter we
publicised the dates below:
4 August: This is to be the first of 100 days of
prayer across the country, running until
Armistice Day (11 November). Every day there
will be prayers and actions for peace. You are
encouraged to sign up to take and to spend a
few minutes of each day, adding your prayers
to those of tens of thousands of others.
21 September: There will be an event for
Peace in London in Trafalgar Square. More
details later.
11 November: There will be Remembrance
Services around the country. Many will be
followed by Peace Parties – look out locally for
details. If you are arranging services locally,
materials for services of remembrance are
already on the CTBI website.
In addition, we now have details of the events on
Saturday 3 November:
Saturday 3 November 2018:
At 2pm Caroline Lucas MP will be giving the
2018 MAW Remembrance Lecture at St John’s
Waterloo, Waterloo Road, London SE1 8TY –
http://www.abolishwar.org.uk/
Saturday 3 November 2018:
At 4.30pm an Act of Remembrance of Innocent
Victims of War at the West Door, Westminster
Abbey. The 30 minute service will be led by the
Canon in Residence.

Family Events are also planned in a number of
places:
Friday 9 November 2018:
Oasis Inspire will hold a series of high profile,
simultaneous events in Cathedrals and other
major public venues around the UK and
Ireland. These are designed with children and
young people in mind.
http://www.oasisinspire.org/
If you have lost the links to the resources shared
in the last issue, please get in touch and I will
happily send you the information again.
****************************************

Keeping in Touch
I would like to thank all those of you who
responded to my letter and email about keeping
in touch. We still have some who have not
contacted us and we will have to revert to using
postage for those who do not give us explicit
permission to contact them by email.
Please can you let me know if you would prefer
to be addressed differently, or if you would no
longer wish to be included in our distribution list
by writing to me at the address below:
21 Ranleigh Walk, Harpenden AL5 1SR
If you are willing for us to use your email address,
and have not already done so, could you please
contact me on annjack@btinternet.com
confirming your name and address, so that we do
not have to use your address label in the future.
Thank you for your help.
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Letting in the Light – April 2018
We are grateful to Anne Parker for her full report
on the Conference in April: “Letting in the Light”.
The report is attached as a supplement to this
Newsletter.
Following the conference we have received the
contact details of a number of organisations that
you might wish to explore to support your own
work in peace-making:
Stations of the Resurrection: You can find
resources here: http://proost.us/si-smith
Peace & Reconciliation in Lebanon: You can find a
link to a video here:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2JWOn19eU
Community of the Cross of Nails: You can find out
more at
http://www.coventrycathedral.org.uk/ccn/

Peace Fellowship Committee Report:
At the May meeting of the Peace Fellowship
Committee we met with Oliver Robertson of the
Fellowship of Reconciliation. We talked about
how we could develop our links with them in
ways that would be helpful to our membership.
The committee agreed that we would take a
more active part in the next conference that is
being planned for 2019 and that our General
Meeting would be a part of the programme, in
the same way that other denominational peace
fellowships general meetings were held this year.
The dates for 2019 are presently 22-24 March
2019. As we have more details we will share
these with you, but do put these in your diary.

take out joint membership with FOR. The
website is easy to use. It is www.for.org.uk and
there is a tab to join on the home page.

It was agreed that we should try to encourage
those who are able to use email communication
in the future. We have been in touch with those
whose email addresses we know – or think we
know! Like everything else, our information will
only be up to date if members keep us informed.
If you are happy for us to contact you
electronically, please let me have your email
address at annjack@btinternet.com
The committee is looking forward to meeting
with Simeon Mitchell, the new Church and
Society Secretary, again at our September
meeting when we hope to explore further how
the United Reformed Church Peace Fellowship
can work with the Church and Society section
within the Mission Team at Church House.
Finally, the committee discussed how together
with our members we could encourage others to
join the fellowship as individual or church
members.
We have redrafted the membership application
forms and these are available on request. Please
let me know if you would like me to send you
come either electronically or as paper copies. My
contact details are: annjack@btinternet.com or
21 Ranleigh Walk, Harpenden. AL5 1SR
The United Reformed Church Peace
Fellowship is a group of United Reformed
Church people who accept God’s call to
human beings to live in peace and who are
committed to discerning and obeying the
urgent call of God to pursue Peace and
Justice in the world.

We are also exploring how to develop closer links
with FOR. We are keen that those URC Peace
Fellowship members who are interested should
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Newsletter June 2018
Conference Report Supplement
Letting in the Light: positive steps for peace
Date: 21-23 April 2018: Hinsley Hall, Leeds
Conference organisers and sponsors: Anglican Peace Fellowship,
Fellowship of Reconciliation, Baptist Peace Fellowship,
Methodist Peace Fellowship & URC Peace Fellowship
Shame on me - what I had
forgotten and what I didn’t
know!
We were reminded that The Wall is still
there in Belfast by Barbara Calvert in
her reflections on peace and
reconciliation in Northern Ireland.
Barbara is a Methodist minister. She
began with Edward Hicks’ painting
“The Peaceable Kingdom” and the
various images and vignettes in his
many depictions of Isaiah Chapter 11:
6-8, particularly pointing out the chasm
between words and actions.
Barbara treated us to images and
commentary on her visit to Northern
Ireland and 20 years of peace but not
an end to sectarianism. The Good
Friday Agreement may have
entrenched positions with Power
Sharing in abeyance for over a year.
The Good Friday Agreement came
about by being able to change the
question from: ‘Are you prepared to
die for . . .?’ to: ‘What are you
prepared to live with?’
We saw murals - Bobby Sands, Battle
of the Boyne, Queen Elizabeth II 19522002; the 15ft wall dividing the two
communities; new houses built with no

downstairs windows; graffiti on the
wall.
Edge Hill Methodist College hosted
some of the negotiations (neutral
ground) and Clonard Monastery, off
the Falls Road, remained open
through all the troubles as a place of
peace, a beacon of light.
East Belfast Methodist Mission is the
largest social project in Europe with
about 200 organisations. A place
people can meet ‘the other’ as each
side sees themselves as victims.
We heard about Methodist minister
Rev. Harold Good who oversaw the
decommissioning of weapons; The 5
Ts - Talk, Truth, Trust, Time and Tea!
ingredients for reconciliation; The
Junction, the Lullaby Project and the
Peace Bridge in Londonderry; The
Corrymeela Community; segregated
schools and the Ballycastle Controlled
Integrated Primary School.
The challenge is to look into the face
of suffering and don’t turn away from it.
For the last 20 years there has been a
different story to tell - so many people
are committed to the long hard
process.

++++++++++++++++++
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Keynote Speaker Kim
Leadbeater and colleagues
“They call me Jo and refer to
me as Jo’s sister”
Our keynote address on Saturday
morning ensured that we got off to an
inspired and encouraging start to the
day. Kim gave a presentation on ‘life
after Jo’ (my words) and how the
murdered MP had been the catalyst for
so much community cohesion and
events on getting to know each other
and working together.
'WE HAVE MORE IN COMMON THAN
THAT WHICH DIVIDES US' - JO COX
We heard about the many events
which have been happening in
communities far and wide in The Great
Get Together series which gets bigger
and better each year.

All this was delivered in such a way to
carry everyone along with her in her
enthusiasm and conviction and an
energy which was leaving us
breathless! A real treat! More
information can be found on the
website:
https://www.jocoxfoundation.org
and inevitably I can’t do her justice.
Also giving input were two local faith
leaders Rev Mark Umpleby and
Sheikh Irfan Soni and they described
how they were all working for much
more understanding of each other’s
situations and faiths and the work that
they did together in Batley and Open.
++++++++++++++++++++
We had the option of two workshops
from a choice of seven, ranging from
‘Silent Prayer for peace’ to ‘Young
people, violence and us!’

My first workshop was ‘Power and
Privilege’ led by Marvina Newton,
Nigerian born community leader,
activist, feminist, and Mother of two,
Founder and CEO of Angel of Youths.
In our ‘getting-to-know-you’ round the
table introductions we each were
asked to add an adjective to our name.
I was “Invisible Anne” as I always get
sidelined and overlooked in
restaurants and queues - some of the
others were “Generous Jean”,
“Cantankerous Eric”, “Denis the
Menace” and “Clever Carys”. Some of
the messages from this workshop
were “Being aware and sensitive to
who is in the room”; “Check your
privilege before you speak”; and we
were challenged with the question,
“How do you use what you love to deal
with what you hate?”

My second workshop was delivered by
Annie Scott, a trainee with The Centre
for Nonviolent Communication, and
she gave us an introduction to this
concept and illustrated some
strategies to us. We looked at ‘Four
Ways of Hearing’: 1. Blame ourselves
2. Blame the other, 3 Sense your own
feelings and needs, 4. Sense the
other’s feelings and needs. And on the
information sheet we were given:
“Three relationships to invest in for
connection: with God, with others, and
with ourselves.” Again I can’t do the
session justice and there is a website
www.cnvc.org
Hinsley Hall, Leeds is a great venue
with good food and good
accommodation. I really enjoyed the
Conference - this was my experience
and everyone else who was there
would describe it in a different way I
am sure.
Anne Parker - June 2018
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Newsletter February 2018
2018 marks 100 years since the signing of
the Armistice that ended the First World
War. To remember this a number of
different organisations are arranging
events and local Churches will be
participating in these or events that they
themselves organise.
At the URC Peace Fellowship Committee
Meeting yesterday we were made aware
of Remembrance 100 and we hope that
you may find something here of interest.
The dates already available from Hope
are:
4 August: This is to be the first of 100
days of prayer across the country,
running until Armistice Day (11
November). Every day there will be
prayers and actions for peace. You are
encouraged to sign up to take and to
spend a few minutes of each day,
adding your prayers to those of tens of
thousands of others.
21 September: There will be an event
for Peace in London in Trafalgar Square.
More details later.
11 November: There will be
Remembrance Services around the
country. Many will be followed by
Peace Parties – look out locally for
details. If you are arranging services
locally, materials for services of
remembrance are already on the CTBI
website.

Lots of organisations are working hard to
provide you with the resources you need
to stage a local event. As details become
available, you’ll find all the resources at
www.remembrance100.co.uk . (I tried
the website and it was not working, but
having checked I am told it is still being
built. We will let you know when it is up
and running, but you may want to keep
checking none the less)
The website is intended to provide:
• A guide on how to hold a peace
party for your community
• A short video based on Revelation
21:3-4, verses about peace, to
show at your Remembrance Day
event
• A pocket-sized booklet to give to
all those attending your
Remembrance event, including a
special prayer written by the
Archbishop of Canterbury
• Ways in which your young people
can get involved.
If you want to get ahead now, then try:
• Hear My Cry: a book of reflections,
Bible verses and stories from
World War 1. Copies are available
from:
www.biblesociety.org.uk./products/97
80564049233
• Free lesson plans for school
teachers (primary & secondary)
www.biblesociety.org.uk/what-wedo/england-and-wales/world-war
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• The Lifewords’ WW1 Gospel
www.lifewords.global/shop/product/
wwi-active-service-saint-johns-gospel
•

Lifewords’ remembrance film (for
the two minute silence)
https://youtu.be/qygAnXBh58k
•

CVM’s Greater Love DVD, available
as a digital download:
http://cvm.org.uk/greaterlove
We will update this information as we
become aware of new things to add.
*******************************

URC Church & Society Changes
Since Wendy’s retirement from the URC
Church and Society Team in summer 2017
the convenor, Andrew Jack, together with
members of the URC Peace Fellowship
Committee met with Francis Brienen,
Deputy General Secretary (Mission). The
purpose was to talk about how the
fellowship might fit into the new Church
and Society arrangements.
Simeon Mitchell, the new Church and
Society Secretary, attended the
committee’s meeting in February, and he
has been invited to future meetings to
further this discussion.

Other sources of information for
Remembrance Sunday 2018
Churches Together in Britain and
Ireland already have their booklet with
service outlines and other guides for
this years’ service. Go to their website
https://ctbi.org.uk
Click on ‘Spirituality and Reflection’
and ‘Remembrance Sunday’
Churches Together in England have
other background information and
some other useful ctbi resources listed
on their site. Go to their website
https://cte.org.uk
Click on ‘Resources’ and scroll down to
‘Remembrance’
*******************************
If you have an idea, a poem or an
event you would like us to advertise,
please let us know.

Keeping in Touch
It would help us to keep in touch with you
in the next few months if we could do so
via email. It is cheaper in terms of time,
money and trees than standard mail. We
will continue to produce hard copies for
those who prefer this format.
Please can you let me know if you would
prefer to be addressed differently, or if
you would no longer wish to be included
in our distribution list.
(21 Ranleigh Walk, Harpenden AL5 1SR)
If you are willing for us to use your email
address, could you please contact me on
annjack@btinternet.com confirming your
name and address, so that we do not have
to use your address label in the future.
Thank you for your help.
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