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Resourcing Racial Justice Sunday 2019 
 

‘YES, to full Life for All’ 
 
 
Epiphany 5  
      
[Resources for Racial Justice Sunday 2019 have been prepared by Global and Intercultural 

Ministries of the United Reformed Church. We are especially thankful to those who have 

contributed to this resource. The hymns written by John Campbell are only to be used for this one-

off occasion. All images are photos taken by Michael Jagessar.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tree of Life [Bangalore] 
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Readings: Brief Notes and Conversation Points  

 

Psalm 138   out on a limb and thankful 

This is a psalm of thanksgiving. The thanksgiving is for God’s steadfast love and faithfulness as it 
appears God has delivered the psalmist. One can only imagine the circumstances the psalmist 
faced before deliverance. One can easily identify with the psalm, even though there is much that 
we may be currently experiencing in terms of frustration, despair and pain. In our struggle for just 

lives/living and just communities it seems as if the call to 
deliver us from our ‘days of trouble’ are merely and 
disappearing into some massive space somewhere, with 
little changing. Not so for the psalmist, who declares an 
experience of God's grace. This is a timely reminder for 
us to continue hoping, counting those many blessings 
that we may be taking for granted. It is an invitation, 
when we are inclined to let despair and despondency 
overcome: to mind the steadfast love, the faithfulness, 
and the intimate care of God in the myriad places in 
which we find ourselves in life. These can be those safe 
spaces we overlook; our chaotic social, political, and 

economic world; our daily trials and troubles. Perhaps, the psalmist is a realist and her words are 
intended to be a subversive offering. Faith, she reminds us, must walk the tightrope of the messy 
contradictions of life. But know this: God is faithful. The promises of the Divine can be trusted. We 
are not alone. 

• Reflect on the steadfast love (hesed) and faithfulness (emet) of God and the implications 
for our calling to live out just lives 

 

Isaiah 6:1-13           send us 

Discerning reality and trying to read the signs of the time is a challenge.  What can we learn from 

these few verses from Isaiah about how we discern “reality”? Are the myriads of challenges we 

face in 2019, what will define reality for us? Or will ours be a 

faith that points to a reality beyond the drug-like states of 

‘normality’ that are all too easily seen and grasped? Will we have 

the strength and desire to walk the Jesus way of God’s economy 

of fullness of life? Those who continue to struggle for justice 

in a world where the powerful few always ascend may find 

the Isaiah vision of a powerful God comforting. At the same 

time what sense can we make of the God who is powerful 

as we seek solidarity, mutuality and an economy of full life 
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for all? After all, the one who embodied God’s fullness of life project offered a different way. There 

is, though, much irony here in these few verses. What we have in Isaiah is a prophet, who despite 

discouragement given the realities around him, remains committed to mediate between God and 

his community. It may be that the prophet is also deploying a tactic of bring to the fore people’s 

hardness of heart to uncover the depths to which they have sunk. Can it be that such an 

introspection (an honest one) leads to a change – a turnaround of habits? As we consider our 

‘sent-ness’ into our world in need of reconciliation may we remain steadfast. We have no other 

option: for as Martin Luther King Jr said, “the moral arc of the universe bends at the elbow of 

justice”. 

• What will it take to shake us into a response, to turn us around to a way of full life for all? 

 

I Corinthians 15:1-11  energising grace… 

Walking the way of Jesus is demanding and strenuous. Words such as those from the writer of I 

Corinthians come as encouragement and hope: because it is the risen one who lives in us, we 

should not be daunted. The one who loved to the extent that he gave himself for us promises 

grace that is enough and energises for the long haul. Besides, what is offered here is a larger 

picture rather than the immediacy of challenging realities. That larger picture of an end which is 

an unending may be a reminder that we ought 

not to retreat and give up. In life, death and 

rising, the ministry of Jesus affirms, promises 

and enacts a vision of a transformed human 

community. Our hope also feeds on an 

embodied vision of change, which gives our 

lives the creative tension of engagement for 

change and prevents our surrender to and form 

of non-engagement, waiting for some form of 

deliverance from beyond. We are nourished by 

a life which meets us afresh in a eucharistic way of living: broken and poured out in love. This is 

where our past, present and future meet and make transformation possible. Living out the way of 

fullness of life for all will be costly. Martin Luther King Jr. knew this. He wrote: “If physical death is 

the price that I must pay to free my white brothers and sisters from a permanent death of the 

spirit, then nothing can be more redemptive”. Come what may: we must continue to speak truth 

to the false economies around us. 

• Consider some of the ‘false economies’ that deny life in the light of Jesus’ offer of 

full/abundant life for all. 
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Luke 5: 1-11   taking the plunge... 

 
That ‘beloved community’ that the Jesus way invites us to be part of will take more than splashing 
around in the shallows. It asks of us to step out and take a plunge into the deep. Walking the Jesus 
way is invitation to take to the deep waters, out into the fast currents and those unpredictable 
waters. A cause for concern is that in these troubling times our ecclesial communities may find it 
safer to play in the shallow waters. We have become so risk-averse that we have internalised 
protecting ourselves and our little kingdoms 
rather than risking all for the sake of Jesus. 
In this sense, our communities may end up 
displaying a case of functional atheism: we 
do not actually believe in the Jesus way of 
full life for all as our actions do not match 
what comes out from our mouths! Taking 
the plunge into the unknown and 
unpredictable waters – the deep end – is the 
moral test for the Church today. God is 
calling us to speak truth to oppressive powers. Did the prophets or the disciples ever had a majority 
or took a vote to see what God's will was? If we're going to be authentic to following the example 
of Jesus, we are going to have to speak when it may be safer to be silent; to take a stand when 
turning away may be the safer option; and to be clear in our prophetic message. The Jesus way of 
light and hope, amid despair, means moving out into the deep waters. This remains the challenge 
before us all. 
 

• Consider these two quotes and the implications for stepping out into the deep: “We will 
remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends.” [Martin Luther King 
Jr.]; "If they don't give you a seat at the table, bring a folding chair.” [Shirley Chisholm] 

 

 

Prayers/Responses/Poetry/Blessings 

 

Here I am Lord, send me (Based on Isaiah 6:1-13) 

God of the past, present and the future at the start of the New Year, we look back with a 

sense of boldness and a thankful heart. We give thanks that you keep your promises, taking 

care of the poor, the weak, the oppressed and the marginalised. 

This day, generous God, we are listening for your call.  

 

We hear you say, where there is despair, and we respond 

“Here we are Lord, transform and send us.  

We hear you say: where there is injustice, pain and brokenness, and we respond:  

“Here we are Lord, transform and send us” 
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 We hear you say: where there is prejudice, indifference and exclusion, and we respond 

“Here we are Lord, transform and send us”  

We hear you say: spread my way of generosity, healing and reconciliation, and we 

respond 

 “Here we are Lord, transform and send us.”  

God who answers prayers and keeps promises, on this day we call to you, 

(pause)…..answer our call. Hear us Lord as we work for a better world. All this we do 

through the strength of the Holy Spirit. 

[Zaidie Orr] 

Short Litany 
In opening our hearts to your grace generous God 

may we become your goodness 
By faithfully following your way, Jesus our friend 

may we live out your way of goodness 
Make justice and compassion real in our lives, Spirit of God  

so that our lives may embody goodness 
And may in the giving and receiving 

may all overflow with your grace 
[Michael Jagessar] 

Prayer before Readings 

God-who-disrupts-our-neat-boundaries,  

you whose truth is larger than we are 

by your presence and through your Spirit  

enlarge our minds and hearts  

so that we may seek truth,  

catch a glimpse of truth,  

hear truth, learn truth,  

tell truth, live truth  

– your truth of the way of full life for all.  

[Michael Jagessar] 

Blessings 

God of love,  

shine in our lives, so that others will see your love 

God of peace,  

strengthen our faith to be bold in the face of adversity 

God of joy,  

bless us as we go out in joy to love and to serve.  

And may God’s blessing be with you now and always. 

      [Zaidie Orr] 
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May the wine of God's reckless extravagant love continue flow into and out of the cracked and 

dusty vessels of our life together 

May the love of Jesus inhabit our hearts with the oil of gladness, producing in us glad and believing 

hearts that our joy may be contagious, and others may join in the Spirit’s dance 

 

May the breath of the Holy Spirit inspire our lives so that our actions may reflect your purpose of 

goodness as the fruits your Spirit take root, flourish and grow in us.  

[Michael Jagessar] 

 

 

 

Conversation-Activity Points 

Consider and Reflect on the following: 

• Have a go at ‘curating news items’ from your local media related to racism, Xenophobia, 
Islamophobia and ‘migrant bashing’. Also, highlight where individuals and groups and 
working to make a difference. Consider sharing in your congregation and across your 
synod/ecumenical partnerships.  

• Encourage a film and discussion evening on the following: “If Beale Street could talk” 
(2018), “First Reformed” (2018) or “Black Panther” (2018)  

• You can also consider one of the following short films as a conversation point: “when truth 
is blind” and “longing to belong” [ https://www.youtube.com/user/tdosouth/videos ]  

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/user/tdosouth/videos
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5 Songs for Racial Justice Sunday, 10th February 2019 [Please see copyright notes below] 
songs 2 to 5 are based on the lectionary readings for Epiphany 5 (Year C) 
 
Song 1: It’s easy to surrender  
tune: 76 76 D, e.g. Day of Rest , One Family 656, Mission Pr 501 
 
It’s easy to surrender  
to half-acknowledged fear, 
to urges and emotions 
we sense are always there. 
It’s hard to let the Gospel 
then question what we feel, 
restructuring commitments, 
transforming, keeping real. 
 
It’s deep within our nature 
to stand up for our own, 
defend from threats and dangers,  
whatever we call ‘home’, 
but surely Jesus challenged 
the limits we’d maintain, 
for all, to Him, are fam’ly; 
our walls are built in vain. 
 
Each age finds fresh excuses 
to speak of ‘us’ and ‘them’; 
migrations, wars and famines 
come back, and back again,  
yet, always, God of migrants, 
You summon us to care; 
we must not limit welcome, 
but learn to love and share. 
 
So, now, whatever dangers 
or threats might multiply,  
Great God, grant us the courage 
to follow You and try 
to live out love that welcomes, 
finds friendship ev’rywhere; 
to immigrate to kindness 
and never move from there. 
 
song words by John Campbell  
© 2019 Kevin Mayhew Ltd 

Song 2: God of Love  
based on Psalm 138    tune: 87 87 D, e.g. 
Austria, Rejoice & Sing 98, One Family 212 
 
God of Love, forever faithful, 
through the world’s inconstancy, 
with the psalmist let us praise You, 
trust You’ll help us endlessly. 
When we weaken, when we fail You, 
be the strength to make us strong; 
answer those who cry for justice, 
help us all to conquer wrong. 
 
Teach the rulers of all nations, 
when they sneer, despise, exclude, 
that you will not limit justice; 
Your love seeks one common good. 
You Yourself embrace the lowly, 
show respect where it’s denied; 
You will topple the vainglorious, 
leave them nowhere they can hide. 
 
Whosoever’s trapped in troubles, 
walled or trolled with hurt or fear, 
God of justice, love and welcome, 
keep them safe, stay ever near. 
Working with us, through us, for us, 
make us equal, make us one; 
with your boundless lovingkindness 
now complete what You’ve begun! 

song words by John Campbell  
© 2019 Kevin Mayhew Ltd 

 



8 
 

Song 3: In a world…  
based on Isaiah 6:1-13   tune: 87 87 87 e.g. Picardy, Rejoice & Sing 454, One Family 78 
 
In a world of rank injustice, 
selfishness beyond control, 
still the prophet sees this vision: 
God in glory, standing tall, 
otherness beyond perfection, 
goodness glimpsed as all in all. 
 
All our world is imperfection, 
silenced, now, before God’s throne; 
yet a purifying fire 
let’s the prophet speak alone, 
speak for God against injustice, 
speak until God’s will is done. 
 
Prophets speak, but who will listen? 
Who will hear and understand? 
Who has ears to hear God’s message 
echoing across the land? 
Can we hear God cry for justice, 
turn for healing by God’s hand? 
 
Surely, now, we need God’s message, 
teaching us to share God’s care, 
helping us to live with justice, 
loving others ev’rywhere? 
Let us hear prophetic voices – 
change us, heal us, that’s our prayer! 
 
song words by John Campbell  
© 2019 Kevin Mayhew Ltd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Song 4: This is the Gospel’s core 
I Corinthians 15:1-11   tune: 664 6664 e.g. 
Moscow, Rejoice & Sing 38, One Family 247 
 
This is the Gospel’s core, 
changeless for evermore:  
Christ is alive! 
Crucified for us all, 
entombed – no hope at all –  
yet day three heard this call:  
Christ is alive! 
 
Jesus the friend of all, 
hears when the anguished call:  
still Jesus cares! 
Friend of all outcast folk, 
takes up their heavy yolk, 
no-one is just a joke:  
still Jesus cares! 
 
Now, in our world today, 
help us share Jesus’ way:  
live for our God! 
Live kindness hour by hour, 
let justice come to flower, 
resting on Jesus’ power:  
live for our God! 
 

song words by John Campbell  
© 2019 Kevin Mayhew Ltd 
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Song 5: The whole thing began 
Peter in Luke & Acts    tune: 11 11 11 11 with refrain,  
To God be the glory, Rejoice & Sing 289, One Family 708 
 
The whole thing began when he came to the shore; 
he preached from my boat then said “Go fish once more!” 
His wisdom, his presence, his miracle flair 
meant I had to follow, I could not stop there. 
 

Jesus came, in God’s name, with a mission for me. 
By his call, to us all, he can set us all free. 
If we risk responding and walking His way, 
Christ leads us and feeds us each step, ev’ry day. 

 
Through preaching and healing across Galilee 
he taught us and led us, set stubborn hearts free. 
I called him, “Messiah!”, thought vict’ry was sure, 
but he told of suffr’ing we all must endure. 
 
He wept for Jerusalem, challenged its pow’rs – 
they seized, tried and killed him within a few hours – 
and though I denied even knowing his name, 
he welcomed me back when he rose up again.  
 
Christ’s Spirit then filled us, it filled even me, 
I preached with God’s power, saw many set free. 
Then one day in Joppa, I heard a new call, 
the Good News of Jesus is truly for ALL! 
 
So, sisters and brothers, leave no-one outside, 
God welcome is limitless – that’s why Christ died. 
Whoever, wherever, our mission’s the same, 
live justice, live mercy, to all, in God’s name!    
 
song words by John Campbell  
© 2019 Kevin Mayhew Ltd 
 

We kindly suggest that you consider purchasing a copy of John Campbell’s, Songs to Shake us Up 

(Kevin Mayhew 2016). In this volume you will find a collection of others hymns to use. John 

Campbell has also written the five new hymns above specifically for this Sunday.  

Please note: These five hymns are offered ONLY for a one-off use at a Racial Justice Service in 2019 and 

would be available through the CCLI scheme after that. 
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Global and Intercultural Ministries United Reformed Church  

global.intercultural@urc.org.uk  

https://twitter.com/URCGlobal  

January 2019 

 

Some further online Resources 

GiM Racial Justice Links on URC webpage:  
In our own words 
Chant down Babylon 
A Cloud of Witnesses (Windrush) 
Diversity Awareness Conversation Points 
https://urc.org.uk/intercultural-resources.html 

 
When Truth is Blind 

https://youtu.be/pwRK7MDomFg 
 
On Migration (@home in s strange place) 
https://urc.org.uk/at-home-mission.html  

 

Longing to Belong [Windrush Generation Film URC] 

https://youtu.be/B6ZO5UOSJN4 
Breaking Bread  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBGTLMXw0M4  

Towards new economies of life 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WR1YupjxScc&t=32s  

 

The Institute of Race Relations 

http://www.irr.org.uk/  

Runnymede Trust 

https://www.runnymedetrust.org/  

 

Churches together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI) 

https://ctbi.org.uk/category/witnessing-together/racial-justice/  

Joint Public Issues team (JPIT) 

http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/  

 

Global and Intercultural Ministries 

https://www.facebook.com/urcglobalandinterculturalministries/  

https://twitter.com/URCGlobal  

mailto:global.intercultural@urc.org.uk
https://twitter.com/URCGlobal
https://urc.org.uk/intercultural-resources.html
https://youtu.be/pwRK7MDomFg
https://urc.org.uk/at-home-mission.html
https://youtu.be/B6ZO5UOSJN4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBGTLMXw0M4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WR1YupjxScc&t=32s
http://www.irr.org.uk/
https://www.runnymedetrust.org/
https://ctbi.org.uk/category/witnessing-together/racial-justice/
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/urcglobalandinterculturalministries/
https://twitter.com/URCGlobal

