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“…more than what is earned…” 
 
Ecumenical Prayer Service for Advent 

This leaflet has been produced by the South-West Region of the Council of Christian Churches 
in Germany and offers suggestions for the preparation of a Service of Prayer in Advent. 
Christians of many different denominations meet during the season of Advent, in homes, 
churches or church halls, in schools, old people’s homes or other institutions, in order to come 
together to prepare for the coming festival of the birth of our Lord.   
 

For your own prayer service you can either take the proposed text as a whole, or you can use 
individual elements of it and add in your own texts or songs. We would especially suggest a 
more flexible approach if children are present.  Our proposal is that that this Ecumenical Prayer 
is used on Monday evening, 10th December 2018 in an ecumenical context.  This is a way of 
expressing that we as Christians join together in our expectation of the coming of Jesus the 
Saviour of the world.   

 

 
Translator’s notes: 
In keeping with WCC practice, bible references are from the NRSV.  
  
Hymns: the original suggests specific hymns taken from various German hymnbooks.  A couple 
of these matched equivalent English hymns in ‘Rejoice and Sing’, so these have been retained. 
Where there is no match, it is left to the leaders to select appropriate hymns/songs. 

“Leader / A Reader” :  In German, “a (person)….”, ”eine /einer” allows freedom as to how many 
voices are used and the extent to which they alternate, but it is difficult to convey this in 
English!  It could involve any number of voices.  

Title:  The overall heading is a little ambiguous.  The general theme is that of “earning” one’s 
reward for work done – hence the image of the steelworker at the furnace on the front cover.  
But the German verb “verdienen” means both “earn (wages)” and “deserve”.  In the biblical 
story of Zacchaeus, the emphasis is not on wages, but on what we deserve to receive in life.  

With thanks to Sheila Brain for providing this explanatory note and for translating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Evangelical Church of the Palatinate 

ECUMENICAL WORSHIP FOR ADVENT 2018 

 

 

Musical introduction  

Opening 

Four candles are in a central position. 

Someone lights the first candle.  
A small light shines out in our world. 

 Just a small light, which dares to shine in the darkness. 
 Just a small light, but it turns us towards the light 
 that has come into the world 

to enlighten all people, Jesus Christ.  
His light reaches out to those who live in the shadow. 
Even today. 
His light shines in the darkness, 
- where people have doubts about their life or are in despair.  

Someone lights the second candle. 
 His light shines in the darkness 

- where people are exploited, oppressed and enslaved.  

Someone lights the third candle. 
His light shines in the darkness, 
- where people live in abundance, 
- where they know no moderation, 
- where they have forgotten the one who is the giver of all gifts 
 

Someone lights the fourth candle 
 God brings his light into this world. 
 God has promised it to the people who walk in darkness. 
 God gives it to those who live on the dark side of life. 
 God brings it to those who believe they are on the sunny side of life. 

 God’s light shines upon us as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
 The light that has come into the world. 
 For everyone.  

 
Hymn/song  :  e.g. Christ is the world’s light, he and none other (Rejoice & Sing 601)  
 
PSALM  (prayer based on Psalm 146 – NRSV) 
All: Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 



 
Leader: Do not put your trust in princes, 
 In mere mortals, in whom there is no help. 

All: When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
 on that very day their plans perish.  

Leader:  Happy are those whose help is in the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the Lord their God.  

All: Who made heaven and earth, 
 the sea, and all that is in them; 
 who keeps faith forever.  

Leader: Who executes justice for the oppressed; 
 who gives food to the hungry. 

 The Lord sets the prisoners free.  

All: The Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
 The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down.  

Leader: The Lord watches over the strangers. 
 The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow. 

All: The Lord loves the righteous,  
 but the way of the wicked is brought to ruin. 

Leader: The Lord will reign forever. 
  Your God, O Zion, for all generations.  
 Praise the Lord! Hallelujah!  

All: Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
 I will praise the Lord as long as I live. 
 I will sing praises to my God all my life long.  

PRAYER 

Leader: Lord, our God, you turn towards us, your people. You watch over your little ones and 
care for those in need. You give assurance of help to those who trust in you. With awe and 
gratitude we acknowledge  that you, our God, are ready to meet us. We offer you our thanks 
and open our hearts and minds to learn more about you and to understand your word. 

All:  Amen. 

Hymn / Song 

 

REFLECTING ON THE PICTURE 
Please spend a short while looking at the picture on the front of the leaflet.  
 

 



Leader:  A man at work in front of a furnace. 
 Glaring light, 
 ferocious heat, 
 deafening noise. 
 Anyone leaving this workplace at the end of the shift 
 knows exactly  what they have done.  
 Heavy labour… steel has been cast. 
 Unimaginable temperatures are needed to produce the raw material 
 that once made our country great. 
 The steel industry, mining, production… 
 all these are dependent on our manual labour…   

• People define themselves by their work 
• What costs nothing is worth nothing 
• Who am I, if I do not work?  

…. more than we earn or deserve …. 
I am more than what I have earned. 
I am more than what I can do. 
I am more than what I contribute to society, to my community, to my family. 

Leader: God became human in Jesus of Nazareth. 
 No one is lost. 

All: God goes with us in our lives 
Leader:No one is abandoned 
All: God is at our side 
Leader: God is the raw material from which we are made 
All: We are made in God’s image 
Leader: A human being is more 
All: More than the work of our labour 
Leader: A human being is more 
All: More than what we are thinking 
Leader: A human being is more 
All: More than what we produce 
Leader: God’s light shines within us  
All: Hope is breaking through!   This is Advent. 

A short silence or an opportunity for sharing with neighbours 

Hymn/song  e.g. The race that long in darkness pined (R&S 129) 

SCRIPTURE READING (Luke 19, 1-10 - NRSV) 
Reader: 
He entered Jericho and was passing through it.  
A man was there named Zacchaeus;  
he was a chief tax-collector and was rich.  
He was trying to see who Jesus was,  
but on account of the crowd he could not, 
because he was short in stature.  



So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him,  
because he was going to pass that way. 
When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him,  
‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today.’  
So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him.  
All who saw it began to grumble and said,  
‘He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.’ 
Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord,  
‘Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor;  
and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.’  
Then Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because this man too is a son 
of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.’ 

INTERPRETATION 
Reader: 
Zacchaeus is rich.  
As chief tax collector, he has really got somewhere in Jericho. Collaboration with the Romans 
has really paid off. 
But many people don’t want to have anything more to do with him.  He doesn’t just collect 
taxes for the Jewish King Herod. He also demands from his fellow Jewish citizens the payment 
of taxes to the Roman occupiers.  
But that is how things are in the political circumstances.  After all, he also has to pay a huge 
amount in rent, so it is surely ok for him to look after his own interests. In actual fact, the 
others are simply jealous of his success.  

But then Jesus comes to Jericho.  He really has to see him. Zacchaeus is not quite sure why, but 
it seems important to him. 
Coming to the side of the street, he can only see other people’s backs. Zacchaeus is too small, 
the others are blocking his view. Never mind what people may think, he runs as fast as he can 
to a sycamore tree and climbs up onto a branch.  

Jesus is already getting closer, and then stops right under his tree. Jesus looks at him, he even 
knows his name. “Zacchaeus hurry up and come down, for I must stay at your house today!”  
And Zacchaeus hurries to Jesus and “was happy to welcome him”. 

For the people that was going too far. Jesus is going to be the guest of this “friend of the 
Romans”. They are enraged. That is unfair! Zacchaeus is self-serving. A sinner. He does not 
deserve such an honour.  

Yes indeed, what happens to Zacchaeus is more then he deserves. Jesus has looked at him and 
has accepted him with all his weaknesses and failings.  
Jesus knows who he is and yet he unconditionally wants to be his guest. Zacchaeus is not just 
the chief tax collector, who enriches himself at the expense of others. No, Zacchaeus is a 
human being, to whom Jesus entrusts himself. Jesus makes him his host.  That is more than 
Zacchaeus can ever deserve. That is grace, the gift of love, that he cannot buy with any worldly 
wealth. And this gift changes the recipient: Zacchaeus recognises what is truly important.  It is 
not a case of earning more and more, if in the process relationships with your fellow human 
beings fall by the wayside.  
It is not a case of building up riches, if in the process your soul and your humanity is 
impoverished. His immeasurable joy at this undeserved favour, the overwhelming gift of being 
accepted by Jesus. That changes Zacchaeus.  He gives half of his possessions to the poor and 
makes amends for injustices many times over.  



Yes, Zacchaeus receives much more as a gift than he has deserved or earned and as a result he 
is turned into a gift for others.  
 
SILENCE 
 
Hymn/song 
 
INTERCESSIONS AND LORD’S PRAYER 
Leader:  Father in heaven, you watch over us and you love us. We are valuable in your eyes.  
  So we come to you with our requests and we trust in your help.  

Leader:  People are living with injustice and exploitation. 
All: Lord we pray for justice that allows people to live and work with dignity.  
Leader: People are feeling alone and abandoned. 
All: Lord we pray for love that accepts people unconditionally. 
Leader: People are suffering from painful disruptions to their lives. 
All: Lord we pray for comfort that raises people up and gives hope. 
Leader: People feel marginalised and labelled. 
All: Lord we pray for courage that breaks down the walls between people and creates 

community. 
Leader: People are suffering under war, terror and violence. 
All: Lord we pray for freedom that brings reconciliation to hostile nations and ethnic groups, 

to religions and ideologies. 

Leader: We bring before you now all those things that lie close to our own hearts,  
in the prayer that unites us all… 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
Leader: May the love of Jesus Christ draw you to himself, 
  May the power of Jesus Christ strengthen you in service, 
  May the joy of Jesus Christ fill your hearts, 

 May the peace of Jesus Christ enfold your life. 
 
 May the blessing of Almighty God, 
 Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
 Be with you and remain with you for ever. 

 
All:  Amen. 
 
Hymn/song 
 


