
Swansea churches doing justice, loving 
mercy, walking humbly. 
Roo Stewart talks to Adella Pritchard, a Church Related Community Worker (CRCW) 
for the United Reformed Church (URC) about how churches in Swansea have 
responded to the needs of their communities since lockdown. 

We chatted via a Zoom link, like so many ‘meetings’ these days, with the occasional video 
stutter or sound glitch, but the warmth and passion were uninterrupted and plain to see. 
Adella Pritchard, with over 20 years’ experience in her role as a CRCW, has had a wealth of 
experience in supporting diverse communities in the West Midlands and now Wales. 
Different contexts yet sharing the same need for welcome and integration for those who 
find themselves on the ‘edge’ of society. 

In Swansea, an emergency food resource has been based at Christ Well URC, Manselton. 
The Revd Neil Riches was Minister of Word and Sacrament at Christ Well until the end of 
August, having delayed his Easter retirement due to the epidemic: he and the congregation 
there had been able to offer a space which enabled support to be offered to, amongst 
others, people known through the asylum seeker and refugee group Unity in Diversity (UiD). 

Adella is a trustee of UiD, and during lockdown they had to adapt, as offering activities such 
as the Drop In, ESOL (learning English) or the clothing bank had become tricky. People still 
need clothes during a lockdown, so Adella approached the Uniting Church, Sketty, about 
using a large room in the church to lay out all the clothing – at least while the building was 
out of action for worship services. The ‘clearing out’ craze that overtook some households 
at the start of lockdown resulted in an overflowing clothing bank: so much so that the team 
needed to be selective about which donations to accept and which to turn away as there 
was just no more room! 

With many regular volunteers shielding, the hunt was on for additional volunteers. Younger 
people came forward to help, and it was a huge blessing when a car owner offered to 
become a delivery driver for the team, all co-ordinated by WhatsApp and text messages. 
Asylum seekers themselves were also involved in the distribution programme: UiD 
encourages asylum seekers to be involved at all levels, and there are now three asylum 
seekers on the board of trustees. 

It has been a very busy, pressurised time for Adella (and I’m sure she’s not alone!) As 
restrictions ease around the country, it can be confusing keeping up with government 
recommendations and advice. Many risk assessments are being filled in, the voluntary 
sector has changed beyond belief, and many of the tried-and-tested processes for 
community work have had to be reimagined. The reality is that the Church cannot just pick 
up where it left off, and there is a great opportunity to do things better. The pastoral cycle, 
used by many workers within the URC and beyond, reminds us to reflect and respond 
accordingly, acknowledging a constant process of change and improvement.  



During the long days of Lockdown, Adella drew strength and inspiration from the Iona and 
Corrymeela communities who produced daily prayers. One reflection in particular, from the 
Revd Kathy Galloway, talked about flying kites: 

Now is the time to fly kites, to play with ‘safe to fail’ ideas, from which 
emergent practice will flourish. Why? To celebrate the kingdom of God 
closer than breathing, to usher in justice, peace, reconciliation. Always 

keeping our eyes open to that glimpse of the kingfisher, that brush with 
the kingdom of God out of the corner of our eye. 

Kathy Galloway, June 2020 

 
For all of us who are imagining what ministry will look like in these days, Adella urges us to 
try to re-identify what local people want to do, by talking to your wider community groups, 
perhaps by finding a safe way to ‘knock doors’ (perhaps digitally, on a local Facebook group 
or WhatsApp group) and working ecumenically. 
 
The avenues that were once open to community workers, such as schools, day centres and 
clinic visits, are necessarily limited at the moment, but we should make sure to have 
something visible outside our buildings and posted on local social media groups, so 
everyone knows the Church is thinking about them and praying for them. Contexts will vary, 
but Church members will likely know someone in their neighbourhood who needs help. Is 
there a collective ‘kite’ your church has? Pray about it! 

The inspiring work of the congregations in Swansea is representative of that being done by 
many churches across the country, who continue to do their utmost to lessen the 
devastating impacts of Covid-19 for everyone. Adella would be the first to point out that she 
is only one of a host of CRCWs in Britain who work so hard with their communities. She 
would also reinforce how the church congregations she works with enable these things to 
happen through generous giving of finances, enthusiasm and time. 

And like so many ministers, Adella is quick to point the attention away from her and 
towards the wonderful things being done by many to bring hope and love to hard-pressed 
communities. But, particularly now, I believe it’s entirely appropriate to acknowledge the 
tremendous impact that CRCWs have on local communities, the gifts and experience they 
offer and the beautiful way they continue to enable our congregations to be justice-bringers 
in ‘the margins’ of society. 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God? 

Micah 6:8 

https://www.corrymeela.org/cmsfiles/Corrymeela_June-2020_15th-June.pdf

