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GRAHAM KENDRICK You’ve been involved in song writing for quite 
a time. How would you say worship songs have 
changed?

Though I enjoy it and continue to make use of it, 
I think the structure and style of the pop/rock/
commercial song has become dominant to the 
exclusion of other song forms, including hymns, 
and in many cases to the exclusion of other worship 
texts; creeds, liturgy, composed prayers, and 
the heritage of previous generations of creative 
worshippers. Thinking of motion, emotion and 
notion, in that order, they are great at getting your 
body engaged, excellent at evoking feelings, but not 
really designed to carry a great deal of notion; the 
breadth of ideas that the subject of God demands, 
poetic language, grand themes, rich doctrine and so 
on. Though great to listen to, many of them work 
best performed from a stage and are not really 
designed for an average crowd to sing; great on an 
album or in concert but a struggle in church.

Over the last century, the age of the orator has 
given way to the age of the artist; the day of the 
song text written by preacher-poet-theologians 
(whose work was then set by composers, often by 
several until the best tune prevailed), has given 
way to the singer-songwriter worship-leader, and 
many of us have no training in theology or biblical 
exposition, or even outstanding poetic skills. This 
is simply a fact of our times and the phenomenon 

has much strength 
within our 
present 
culture. 

However, 
we would 

be unwise to 
overlook the 

inherent weaknesses, 
or to allow one kind of song to dominate, or indeed 
the excessive use of songs to marginalise other 
expressions of worship. More collaboration between 
musicians and gifted lyricist/theologians could give 
the church the best of both worlds.
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What is the most important thing about a 
worship song for you?

Obviously, a worship song has to enable the user 
to worship God, and there are many factors which 
combine together to that end; a good tune really 
helps, for example. There are also many different 
kinds of worship songs with differing functions, from 
doctrinal hymns to simple choruses that capture a 
mood of joy, so you could say that it is important 
that it fulfils its intended function well.

However, I look primarily for what a song says 
about God. A large part of worship’s purpose is to 
lovingly and accurately, richly and comprehensively, 
describe God’s nature, character and deeds. In the 
same way that we are jealous of the reputation of 
someone we know and love, we should care about 
what we sing, and what we expect others to sing 
about our creator. Orthodoxy sounds like a dusty 
old word, but actually it means right glory, in other 
words representing God as he actually is. What and 
who we believe God to be has eternal consequences 
both for his glory, and for the eternal destiny of 
every human being. It is a cosmic battleground. 
The Bible presents truth as reality and its opposite, 
untruth, as unreality and deception. Wrong theology 
does not only rob God of glory, it can be a dangerous 
thing. Worship is a response, and will grow or shrink 
in direct proportion to our view of its object.

So how would you define worship?

There are numerous good definitions, but my 
favourite one is: worship is a life of love. This comes 
from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, chapter five 
verses 1-2: “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly 
loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to God.”

The language of fragrant offering and sacrifice is 
the language of worship that is familiar throughout 
the Bible, and here the substance being offered is 
Jesus’ life of self-sacrificial love. The same language 
is used in Hebrews 13:15-16 to include both worship 
which is from the lips (praise and public confession 
of allegiance to Christ) and worship which flows 
from the actions of a life of love: “Through Jesus, 
therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice 
of praise - the fruit of our lips that confess his name. 
And do not forget to do good and to share with 
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”

You’re often involved in leading many national 
church events, such as the Global Day of 
Prayer in London earlier this year. From your 
experiences, what do you think God is doing in 
the church in Britain at the moment?

In reality, a lot of my work is abroad, so I just get 
snapshots and can’t claim to have the benefit of a 
comprehensive view. However, there does seem 
to be an increase in prayer, which if sustained 
will surely result in God being glorified, and 
people coming to faith. We live in a time of great 
uncertainty, anxiety, and spiritual dissatisfaction, 
which surely creates opportunities for us to share the 
Gospel. However, in a cynical and world-weary age, 
people are looking beyond our words for authenticity 
in our lives, and for evidence in our churches of love, 
acceptance and the real presence and power of God. 

What is your prayer for young people in the 
church?

Don’t throw your life away on the “gods” of the 
surrounding culture that want to use you and reduce 
you to a celebrity obsessed, selfish consumer, whose 
only identity is in the shape of your body, the clothes 
you wear, or how much you can scare or manipulate 
other people. Instead, consider this: “We are God’s 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” 
(Ephesians 2:10). True worship begins and continues 
with surrendering our lives to God, who loves us and 
knows how to make our lives pure and productive, 
now and for eternity.

What are you working on at the moment?

I am working on a variety of new songs, which 
I hope to eventually record, and on a Christmas 
presentation based on the album I released last year 
titled Dreaming of a Holy Night. We will be taking 
this to 17 venues in December. I am also currently 
teaching a series on worship at my home church, 
and am involved in the exciting CompassionArt 
project initiated by Martin Smith of Delirious 
(www.compassionart.co.uk). 

One of my greatest prayers is that God 
would come down from the heavens once 
more, that the mountains would tremble, 
that the seas would roar, that the stones 
really would cry out. I pray, I yearn, I plead 
with God for his kingdom to come fully in 
power now: that the new heavens and new 
earth promised to us since the days of the 
prophet Isaiah would come in unimaginable 
power; that the son of man might come 
riding on the clouds; that as a result every 
knee would bow in awe of our creating, 
redeeming and sustaining God, as every 
tongue confesses that Jesus Christ really is 
lord of all. (Sorry for the long sentence, but 
God really is worth it!)

Consequently, many times I have asked 
myself: why oh God, do you make us wait? 
Why sovereign father do you allow evil such 
power on earth, when you could crush it 
like a bug? 

However, I was recently reading John 14, 
when verse 12 struck me. Jesus says: “I tell 
you the truth, anyone who has faith in me 
will do what I have been doing. He will do 
even greater things than these, because I 
am going to the father” (NIV).

Jesus is calling us, those who have 
faith in him, to take up his work. Jesus has 
inaugurated the kingdom, and we must 
carry on proclaiming his kingdom call. And, 
mind-blowingly, the bit I just can’t get my 
head around is that he says that we will be 
able to do even greater things. 
Wow! Greater things than 

turning water into wine! Greater things than 
healing the sick! Greater things than raising 
the dead and initiating a faith that is now 
held by some two billion people!

Jesus is telling us to think BIG. If we are 
to carry out Jesus’ commission, if we are 
to transform the world, if we are to see all 
creation worshipping God the father and 
the lamb on the throne – we need to open 
our eyes! We need to look beyond ourselves 
and beyond our Church to see what God is 
calling us to do where we are now.

What is God’s will in your home town 
today? What is God’s plan, the desire of 
God’s heart, for your neighbourhood or 
school or university? Even more specifically, 
what is God’s will for your life? How is he 
going to use you to achieve his plan for 
your town, our country, this world, in which 
his kingdom is breaking in? What is God 
yearning for you to do?

It may be that God is calling you to a full 
time ministry in the Church. If so, speak to 
your minister. It may be that God is calling 
you to keep at what you’re already doing: 
to stay where you are as a real and better 
witness to his grace and glory. It may be 
that God is wanting you to befriend 
someone in need: someone 
who is lonely, someone 
who is sick, 
someone 
who 

needs Jesus’ love and touch more than 
ever. It may be that God is calling you to 
start that conversation about faith with that 
unbelieving but inquisitive friend. What’s 
for sure is that God is calling you to be a 
witness to his kingdom, his power, his love.

Whatever it is that God is calling you to 
– and only you can know exactly what that 
is – do it! Take a step of faith for God’s glory, 
for in the end that’s all that matters. We can 
and must do great things with a God who 
craves for our all.

Everything in this f2, as always, is 
dedicated to God’s glory. May you be 
challenged and encouraged as you read. 
Enjoy!

   

Graham Kendrick is a worship leader and song 
writer, probably best known for his song Shine 
Jesus Shine. Graham’s latest albums Out of the 
Ordinary (2006) and Dreaming of a Holy Night 
(2007) are available at Christian bookshops and 
on iTunes. 

Graham was interviewed by Matt Stone

A large part of worship’s purpose is 
to lovingly and accurately, richly and 
comprehensively, describe God’s 
nature, character and deeds
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Crossfire Camp ’08 was held over the May Bank 
Holiday weekend in a slightly damp and windy field 
in Leicestershire. Around 40 intrepid campers made 
the trip for a weekend of fun, worship and teaching. 
Although there were a few nervous looking faces 
on Friday night, everyone settled in well despite 
the wind hindering the tent erecting slightly! Old 
friends met again, and new-comers wondered just 
what they had let themselves in for. The good smells 
coming from the kitchen perked everyone up for the 
opening night of ice-breakers and worship. 

The worship for the weekend was led by the usual 
Crossfire band. Throughout the weekend the whole 
camp met together for worship and God was present 
in such an amazing way; people were touched, 
moved and challenged by the Holy Spirit. On 
Saturday evening the music continued as Electralyte 
played a loud but inspiring set. 

The speaker for this year’s camp was Andy Frost, 
the director of Share Jesus International. His passion 
for surfing and the Gospel came across in the four 
sessions he led. Together we considered, and were 
challenged by, Jesus’ significant mountain-top 
experiences. We thought of the times we feel we are 
in wilderness as we looked at Jesus being tempted 
on a mountain. Thinking about Jesus’ Sermon on 
the Mount helped to focus our attention on how we 
are to live as Christians. The third session centred on 
the amazing events of the transfiguration and the 
amazing but real events that God is working today. 
The final session focussed on Christ’s sacrifice on 
the cross, and how that has an impact on our lives 
today, giving us the opportunity to live in an intimate 
relationship with God.

After the talks there was time to reflect and chat 
over the main issues in tribe times, during which 
the camp was divided into groups of seven or eight. 
Tribe time gave people space to think about what 
had been said and how it applied to them in their 

situation. We shared funny stories and difficulties 
and generally got to know each other better. Tribe 
time wasn’t only for quiet though . . . but the basis 
for all out warfare! Saturday and Sunday saw the 
tribes pit their wits and muscles against each other 
in everything from sumo wrestling to “people 
puzzles” on the field and an all out fight against 
the “golden oldies” (ie anyone over 25) in guessing 
Colin’s famous impressions. Needless to say the brie 
impression had us stumped for quite a while.

After the fun and mayhem came the Monday 
lunch and the much loved cleaning of toilets and 
litter sweep. As all the campers pledged to see each 
other on facebook, the committee were already 
planning November’s meeting, Crossfire Plus for 
those who are over 16. Crossfire “on tour” will be at 
a church near you in February 2009.

‘God’s presence 
was truly awesome 

and I have some 
experiences I’ll 
never forget. It 

certainly got me 
closer to God’

‘It was an amazing 
weekend, and has 
helped me find my 

faith again’

‘Electralyte 
were great!’

‘Crossfire was ace; 
no amount of wind 

and rain stopped 
us from having fun 
and God working!’

‘The worship was 
wicked, and I could 

really feel God’s 
presence’

‘Crossfire was 
amazing again 

this year!’

‘I had such a great 
time, it was my 

favourite one so far 
and I cannot wait 

till next year’

Since the end of January I have been the FURY 
moderator. This role primarily involves chairing the 
meetings of the FURY Advisory Board (FAB), ensuring 
that the FURY events are organised, and representing 
the young people of the United Reformed Church 
wherever I go.

Since my election in January, I have had a 
varied but busy few months. After FURY Assembly I 
returned to university for my last semester, and this 
posed the first major challenge to me – balancing my 
university and FURY commitments for the final few 
months. During this time, it was my responsibility 
to organise the first FAB meeting, which focused on 
team-building and generating ideas for the FURY 
Assembly and FURY Forum events. 

The second FAB meeting in June was held in 
Amsterdam, which was exciting as it was the first 
meeting held abroad that the Advisory Board has 
had since its formation (see Jane Hoddinott’s article 
on page 6). As well as visiting the Mission House, 
we also held business meetings to discuss the future 
of f2, and to organise the FURY Forum in December 
and FURY Assembly in January. Whilst in Amsterdam, 
we also went on a trip to Anne Frank’s house. 
Learning about her life from the time she went into 
hiding, up until the time of her arrest and death, 
was particularly interesting and moving, and became 
even more so when we realised that by coincidence 
we visited it on her birthday. 

In July, I spent a week at General Assembly, and 
the pre-assembly event, called What Do You Think? It 
was both my responsibility and pleasure to represent 
the youth at General Assembly, which is now held 
every two years, and is the decision-making business 
meeting of the URC. I presented a report of what 
FURY has done over the last year, as well as assisting 
in the delivery of the Youth and Children’s work 

section of the assembly business. Alongside General 
Assembly, the children had their own assembly, and 
I was invited along to this for an interview session. 
The children asked some excellent questions and it 
was a superb feeling to be involved in this event.

I have been involved in many activities and 
events so far this year, yet I have so much more 
to look forward to as well. I am writing this article 
in July, in the knowledge that it will feature in f2 
in October, but between now and then I will be 
spending three weeks travelling across America, 
and upon my return will be seeking employment 
and planning the penultimate FAB meeting of the 
year. These are uncertain times for me, but I trust 
that everything will work itself out. I have enjoyed 
my year so far as FURY moderator, and look forward 
to meeting as many of you as possible at the FURY 
Forum in December and the FURY Assembly in 
January.

May camp is a great success!

Reporting by Paul Robinson

For details of future events see our facebook 
group or www.crossfire.org.uk

FURY 
moderator writes

FURY Assembly 2009
Worship, workshops, discussions, games and much more…

Open to all 14-25 year olds in the URC
23-25 January at the Pioneer Centre, near Kidderminster

Free places available in every synod

To book, or for more details, contact your synod youth training officer, or email youth@urc.org.uk 

James Wickens is FURY moderator for 2008



Of all the many places and events which I have 
attended, I can honestly say that General Assembly 
ranks very high on my list. As you look out across the 
Assembly the sheer diversity of service to God and 
his people represented is enough to move even the 
toughest heart.

However, I must admit that as I approached the 
entrance to the James Watt Conference Centre, on 
an unusually sunny Scottish morning, I did so with 
slight disappointment. For I knew that when the 
excitement and interest of WDYT? came to an end, 
that I would have to step aside from the world 
of reports, resolutions and debate, in order that 
I might serve as a steward. I didn’t want to be a 
steward. I believed that my gifts were better suited 
to being on the floor of assembly, contributing to the 
discussions and ballots. These feelings were to leave 
very quickly, however, as I met with my friends at 
WDYT? and began our investigations into the Book of 
Reports along with our chosen theme of ministry.

There are many things to say on this very 
complex and important issue, but I have one story 
which sums everything up very well.

Not long into our meeting, the moderator-elect 
sat before us. He introduced himself, and made, 
what we felt, was a very strange statement, “I 
didn’t want to be elected as moderator, I wanted 
someone else, younger and more full of energy. I 
wanted to retire!” However, as our annual “grilling” 
of the new moderator progressed, we soon realised 
that John Marsh not only possessed the energy 
to be moderator, but a vision for the future of the 
church like we had never heard before, accepting 
that change needs to take place, but using the 
experiences of the past and, most importantly, 
trusting in God, in our journey. It became very clear, 
very quickly, that this was an excellent choice for the 
post of moderator.

Sometimes we are meant to do something. Each 
of us, at some point in our lives, is called by our 
loving, caring God, to serve him in a certain, pre-
determined way. The question for us, is how?

It is not always obvious to us how we should 
serve God and, often, we may not like what we hear. 
However, the most important factor to remember 
is that it is not us who choose God, but he who 
chooses us. He picks us out from the billions of 
people on this earth to serve him in a way that is 
unique to us, whether we admit it or not.

Wait, you might say, if it is something which you 
do not want, how can you do it effectively? The 
answer to that is very clear to us, for it is only when 

we serve God in the way which he calls us to that 
we will be truly at one with him. His joy is our joy.

The most exciting and shocking truth which 
we have discovered during our time together, is 
that each and every single last person involved in 
serving God is a minister! Whether you chair church 
meetings or attend them, whether you lead worship 
or welcome people in, whether you moderate the 
asssembly or help someone with their luggage, 
you are contributing to the ministry of God and 
his Church. In these days of great change for the 
Church, where local congregations will be expected 
more and more to take on leadership of their own 
Churches and communities, it is of the utmost 
importance that we work together, carrying out our 
callings, otherwise the great work which we have 
done as local congregations and as a denomination 
will be for nothing. This is the nature of our belief, 
that we should love and care for one another, not 
look to others all the time.

And so, as I carry your case, guide you to your 
location, encourage you to dance at the Chelidh, and 
serve you communion, I do so in the knowledge 
that I am doing what God wants of me. However, I 
humbly ask you, in the name of our lord Jesus Christ, 
that for the sake of his work and his Church that you 
will view your duty, both at assembly and beyond, in 
the same way.

goes international
FAB is the group of young people responsible for 
keeping FURY ticking over in between assemblies. 
Throughout the year we have a number of meetings 
to organise the forum and assembly, and to 
make sure things run smoothly. Over the years 
these meetings have been held in various centres 
around the UK, but this June we held a meeting in 
Amsterdam.

This Dutch city was chosen as our destination 
because the URC is part of the CWM Mission House 
project there (see Iain Proctor’s article in April’s 
Reform magazine for more info). During our meeting 
we visited this and chatted with some of the 
volunteers at the house. The young people spend 
a year living in the house and participate in various 
projects with children, the homeless, and other 
needy individuals in Amsterdam. This conversation 
was insightful and it was helpful to hear about some 

of the grass-roots projects that FURY members are 
involved in.

As well as discussing business we had some 
spare time, which we used to explore the city of 
Amsterdam. This included visiting the house where 
Anne Frank was hidden during the War and where 
she wrote her famous diary.

The meeting was slightly longer than usual. This 
gave us a great opportunity to get to know each 
other better, and being set loose in the middle of a 
foreign city definitely made us work together as a 
team to find our way around.

Whilst exploring Amsterdam we discovered that 
it is not just “sex, drugs and rock & roll”; rather, 
it is a vibrant, modern city with much to offer its 
inhabitants and visitors alike.

One city, three worship leaders, 
three thousand Christian students

In January 1997, two thousand students gathered in 
Austin, Texas, for a four-day worship and teaching 
conference, rooted in a single scverse of scripture. 
That verse was Isaiah 26:8: “Yes Lord, walking in the 
way of your truth we wait eagerly for you, for your 
name and renown are the desire of our souls.” The 
vision was for college and university students across 
the world to be seeking the face of God, asking him 
to ignite their souls in a passionate pursuit of Jesus 
Christ, and wanting to spread his name across the 
earth.

That first Passion conference was so successful 
that conferences were held all over the United 
States between 1998 and 2005, reaching tens of 
thousands of college students in single gatherings. 
In 2005, Passion reached beyond the US, holding 
its first international event in Toronto, Canada, and 
then in 2008, Passion launched its first world tour. 
So far this year, students in Kiev, Stockholm, Sao 
Paulo, Paris and Kampala have gathered to give God 
glory, worshipping, praying and listening to teaching. 

Worship has been led by Matt Redman (interviewed 
in June’s f2 – available to read online through www.
urc.org.uk), Chris Tomlin and the David Crowder 
Band, with teaching from Louie Giglio. In June, the 
Passion team ended the first leg of their world tour 
at the Hammersmith Apollo in West London. Some 
three thousand university students from all over the 
UK joined together to lift the name of Jesus high in 
our capital. The thrust of the teaching encouraged 
students and young people to make a difference 
with their lives to give God glory: to be the Isaiah 
26:8 generation. 

The tour is continuing later this year in Manila, 
Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, Johannesburg, Cape Town, 
Mexico City, Vancouver, Seoul, Tokyo, Hong Kong 
and Sydney. For podcasts, more information on 
the tour, and to listen to the talks for free, visit 
www.268generation.com 
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The ministry of 

carrying luggage

Simon Peters is the FURY rep for the URC synod of Scotland

‘Each and 
every single 
last person 
involved in 
serving God 
is a minister!’

Jane Hoddinott is on the Fury Advisory Board

Matt Stone was at the Passion London Conference
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