
Reform / January 2007 / 1f2F2 is edited by Matt Stone and designed  on 
behalf of the FURY Communications Group by 
the team at Reform. When you have read it, 
please give this supplement to a young person 
in your church. Send your youth news and 
articles to  matthew_stone@hotmail.co.uk 

Your latest album came out last year. What 
was the driving force behind Beautiful News?
It’s probably summed up best by a Charles 
Spurgeon quote: “Never lose heart in the power 
of the Gospel.” The album has a thread running 
through it about celebrating and sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ – the beautiful news of our 
God who came down to save.

You clearly have a passion for the Gospel. 
How did that lead to writing worship songs?
It was really just a natural extension of 
leading worship. When you lead people in 
congregational worship you’re trying to help 
them speak to and engage with God. Writing 
worship songs is just a more intense expression 
of that aim. You’re shaping words and melodies 
to try and give people a vocabulary for talking to 
God in prayer and praise.

So how do you write songs? How does 
God provide you with inspiration?
Most often a song starts as a seed; just one 
phrase perhaps that you feel could become a 
song. That was the case with the song Beautiful 
News. I had this phrase buzzing round my head 
for a while and it felt like a fresh way of talking 
about the Gospel, and a surprising phrase, for 
so much of the news we hear in today’s world 
is depressing and downcast. I felt the phrase 
had potential to become a whole song at some 
point, and in the end it became the album
title too.

How do your personal experiences feed
into your song writing?
In so many ways! In fact, looking back on songs 
I’ve written they’re almost like a journal. You can 
see where you were in life, and what God was 
doing in you or in your church at the time.

What is your passion and vision for the 
church in Britain?
A great definition for passion is the degree of 
difficulty we’re willing to go to, to achieve our 
goal. In that light, I’d love to see a church so 
passionate that it overcomes any obstacle to 
bring the light, love and life of Christ to a world 
that needs it.

Amen! So what encouragement would 
you give to young people in the church?
God is enough. His grace is always 
enough for you. 

What are you working on at the 
moment? What would you really 
like to do in the future?
I’ve been doing lots of song writing, 
including being involved in a fantastic 
new initiative called Compassionart. 
For more details check out 
www.compassionart.co.uk 

f2 interviews songwriter and worship leader Matt Redman
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Are you aged between 14 
and 25? Would you like to 
meet other people your 
own age? Then why not 
get involved in one of the 
following FURY events:

Rave in the Nave
Ely Cathedral 
This annual ecumenical 
event of music, drama, 
prayer, fellowship and 
worship is attended by 1200 
young people. 
for details contact:
eastern.fury@urc.org.uk

What Do You Think? 
(WDYT?) 
July 8th -11th
Herriott-Watt University 
Edinburgh 
This is your opportunity to 
have a voice in the URC. 
Contact youth@urc.org.uk 
for more details or to book.

West Midlands Synod 
Summer Camp
August 9th - 16th
Long Mynd Adventure Centre 
Activities include a BBQ, rock 
climbing, a disco, canoeing, 
swimming, worship and 
archery, and costs only £65. 
plongman@gmail.com

A Spring Harvest
Thirty years ago, a small one-week Christian 
festival was launched in Prestatyn, Wales. 
That event was Spring Harvest, attracting 
2,700 Christians for a week of worship, 
fellowship and teaching. Today, Spring 
Harvest is still going – and stronger than 
ever. This year, some 55,000 people attended 
the event, held at the Butlins resorts in 
Minehead and Skegness over five weeks in 
March and April.
What is it that attracts so many Christians to 
Spring Harvest? Is it the opportunity to stay 
for five days on the set of Chicken Run? Is it 
the glorious climate of Skegness in March? 
Is it the fine Butlins cuisine? Well, those 
things might attract a few, but perhaps the 
real crowd-puller is the inspiring teaching, 
powerful worship and wide range of 
seminars that are on offer. 

Big-name preachers such as Steve Chalke, 
Jeff Lucas, Pete Broadbent and Gerard Kelly 
have led teaching over the last three years 
on the theme of One Big Story. In 2006, 
the theme was the One God; in 2007, the 
One People; and in 2008, the One Hope. 
That hope is the hope we have because of 
the resurrection; the hope we have that 
Jesus will return; and the hope we have in 
God’s eternal banquet prepared for us. The 
teaching is delivered both in the adult and 
iScape “Big Picture” morning Bible studies 
and in the “Radio Stations” which provide a 
more interactive approach. You can choose 
from the middle-of-the-road Radio 2, high-
brow Radio 4, to the more youth-orientated 
Edge FM.

Alongside such teaching, Spring Harvest 
offers time for moving and powerful 
worship. Worshipping alongside over 
5,000 other Christians offers an amazing 
experience that reminds us that God and the 
church are much bigger than just our own 
churches. We join with the whole people of 
God, and with the whole host of heaven, to 
lift up the name of Jesus!

Spring Harvest 2009 is on the theme of 
The Apprentice, and details for booking can 
be found online at www.springharvest.co.uk

Matt Stone is editor of f2.

Tim Cadoux reports on the New Ways of Being Church conference

Friday February 15th was the start of the 2008 Swanwick GEAR 
conference, which was all about New Ways of Being Church, and 
was led by Andy Frost of Share Jesus International. Andy was a great 
speaker and everything he said was accessible to all ages. He really 
made us think about what we are doing as a church. How are we are 
being “good” Christians? Are we being too “nice”? Should we get 
out more? How can we be more like Christ? Andy had loads of great 
stories, and we were even joined by one of his friends, a Muslim who 
had become a Christian after meeting Andy and playing football 
with him. 

Throughout the weekend, there were a number of different 
workshops which we could attend. I went to one about the theme of 
the weekend, where we looked at how “Church” could be different 
and how it could be much more inviting to different people. In my 
small group we looked at how we could make the Church accessible 
to a teenager with a passion for cars. Look out for a “Church My 
Ride” near you!

The second workshop I went to was a story telling seminar by 
Andy Frost. We got to think about how we could make Bible stories 
more enjoyable, and got to rewrite a story in our own way. In our 
group we re-told the story of Jonah in 2008: where God asked him 
not to go to the sinful people of Nineveh, but to the chavs of Essex!

Along with the workshops and seminar sessions, there was some 
great worship, and time for prayer ministry, where the power of the 
Holy Spirit was immense. After the weekend, I found myself thinking 
about how I could have more of an impact in my life. We could all 
do more for God, it’s just up to us to listen and act! By Sunday I felt 
enthused and took to heart what Andy had been saying; we really 
do need to look for new ways of being Church. I would definitely 
recommend the GEAR conferences, and I will be going again next 
year. For more details see
www.gear.org.uk/conf.htm 

Tim Cadoux is a 
member of St 
Andrew’s 
URC, 
Eastcote
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Sunday August 31st 
St Mark’s Theological College 
in Audley End, Essex
This is the Eastern Synod 
Youth Event of 2008. It costs 
£5, and will include worship, 
workshops and lunch. 
eastern.fury@urc.org.uk

Essene:tial Spirituality 
September 5th - 7th
Barnes Close, Bromsgrove
A weekend looking at the 
Qumran Essene Community 
Contact youth@urc.org.uk 
for more details or to book.

FURY Forum 2008
5th-7th December
Catalis Centre, Derby
Will be on the theme 
of Image.
Contact youth@urc.org.uk 
for more details or to book.

FURY Assembly 2009
January 23rd - 25th 
Pioneer Centre, near 
Kidderminster
Worship, workshops, 
discussions, games and 
much more. For details or 
to book contact your synod 
office or youth@urc.org.uk

After the success of last year’s Children’s 
Assembly, which ran alongside the 
General Assembly, the newly established 
Wessex Synod Youth Executive decided it 
would be a great idea to run a 9-13’s event 
to encourage this younger age group 
to start thinking about what FURY may 
have to offer them in the future. It was 
decided the event should be run in mid-
March to encourage those who were to 
be attending the Children’s Assembly this 
year to meet each other beforehand, and 
also to give them a weekend away from 
home to learn a little bit more about how 
youth and children’s work in the United 
Reformed Church works. 

The theme of the weekend was 
Movietastic and about 20 young people 
took part. Over the weekend, held at 
South Hayling URC (near Portsmouth), 
the children participated in various 
activities ranging from parachute games 
to a walk on the beach (in the rain!). The 
main theme of the weekend was movies, 
and the newly released Ratatouille was 
shown as part of the entertainment on 
the Saturday night. The children really 
enjoyed this film, as well as the smoothies 
made by the Youth Exec. As you can 
imagine, the Mars bar smoothie went 
down particularly well! 

Upon arrival, the Youth Exec met the 
children and played icebreaker games to 
encourage them to interact with others 
from their area. This proved beneficial as 
the children made new friendships, which 
lasted throughout the weekend and 
beyond. After this there was some horrific 
karaoke, courtesy of the Playstation 2, 

although after about six songs the leaders 
couldn’t take any more, and the boys 
in the group got their way and played 
the FIFA football game. After the film on 
Saturday night, the children had time 
to get ready for bed with a traditional 
bedtime story (although it’s questionable 
how much sleep some of them got!). 

Sunday morning came about and so did 
a trip to the beach where the competition 
to find the most interesting object came 
into play. The less adventurous in the 
group found stones and shells; others 
found traffic cones and dead crabs! As it 
was Palm Sunday the morning worship 
was geared to all ages providing the 
children with an enjoyable church service 
followed by more fun and games led by 
the church’s junior church teachers. The 
weekend was rounded off with various 
Easter-based craft activities; the most 
interesting being wind-up walking eggs! 

New friendships were definitely created 
over the weekend and most importantly, 
a group of over 20 children met together 
to worship God. The next Wessex event 
is the annual summer camp in the New 
Forest. This is to be held on the weekend 
of the 18th July and promises to be 
a fantastic time. The event is open to 
anyone, provided that they can get to the 
New Forest and back, and are between 
the ages of 11-26. For more details please 
email Nikki Andrews at 
sycm@urcwessex.org.uk. 

Josh Thomas is the FURY moderator elect 
and a former editor of f2.

Wessex Synod goes Movietastic!
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Monday morning: I have been part of a national group 
of synod reps working on the Declaration Towards a Safe 
Church resources. After picking up email comments from 
the group, I meet with Rosemary Johnston to finalise 
the material for Relating Together ready for printing. 
Later I begin work collating and tidying up a resource 
pack for synod officers in support of Relating Together, 
and arrange for it to be proof read. I have a first look 
at a 50 point action sheet sent to me in preparation of 
meeting with a church that wants me to work with them 
on good practice. One initial thought is that I will be 
recommending a safeguarding (child protection) session. 

Monday evening: I am near Stansted Airport. Three years 
ago I had worked with a few people at this church to run 
some mornings during the school holidays for over eights, 
and I continued helping them for a period when they 
begun a fortnightly Pilots company. I have now returned 
on a regular basis for a period to spend time with six 
youngsters who are now teenagers and want to continue 
attending. Two of them attended FURY Assembly 2008. 

Tuesday morning: I prepare two of seven sessions, 
group work and team building, for a group of “year out” 
youngsters at an ecumenical youth project in Sudbury, 
Suffolk. On Tuesday lunch time everyone in the synod 
office takes time out to visit the local for a drink. This is 
always a relaxing team building time. After lunch, the 
new synod training officer and I meet with our new line 
manager to discuss Vision4Life, and our next step after 
attending a weekend on Vision4Life at Windermere. 
Afterwards, I had time to look for a suitable film clip and a 
quiz for a Pilots company on Wednesday evening.

Wednesday morning: I leave at 8.30am for Sudbury, for 
a morning training and development session with the 
“year out” youngsters. These are seven young people on 
the project’s first incursion into a “year out” programme. 

Today’s team building exercise will be devising a use 
for old washing machines! 

Wednesday early evening: 
I’m at Bury St Edmunds, working with another Pilots 
company, as we rethink what it is doing and how it might 
do things differently. We have been following a theme of 
journey leading up to Easter. 

Thursday morning: I meet with the two full time workers 
of the Sudbury project. I have supported this project 
for 12 years, through non-managerial supervision and 
training sessions. Thursday afternoon takes me to Witham 
URC, as part of the moderation process for a Child Friendly 
Church Award. This will be the third of four churches to 
get this award so far. 

Friday morning: For two years I have been part of a 
steering group and am now a trustee of an ecumenical 
schools worker project. I have been appointed the 
line manager, and this morning I come to meet one 
worker who has come to the end of their three month 
probation period, and another for their induction as their 
employment begins. It is very satisfying to see the vision 
happening and positive relations being built with schools 
and young people (see http://thebravetrust.googlepages.
com for more details).

Friday evening takes me to Cavendish. Here I support 
a couple of adults and a small group of youngsters that 
have begun to meet in the church. Tonight they are 
preparing a worship service, at which two of the group are 
to be baptised and an adult helper is being received into 
membership. 

Overall, as usual it has been a busy and satisfying week, 
with no weekend commitments at either end. I’m already 
looking forward to next week: I have been asked to visit 
a cub pack with ideas to plan a parade service. This will 
be a bit different and a bit of a challenge, as I have never 
done a parade service and never worked with cubs. I look 
forward to it!

Henry Playle is the YCWTDO for the Eastern Synod.

A week in the life of... 
a Youth and Children’s Work Training and Development Officer

Ever wondered what a YCWTDO does? Henry Playle tells f2 about a week in his life


