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The Editor writes...

f2 Interviews Songwriter and Worship Leader
Martyn Layzell...

Hello and Welcome to
f2!

When was the last time that 
you were in absolute awe of 
God, completely surrendered 
to His will, lost completely 
in worship and adoration? 
Recently, I was walking past 
Southend United football 
stadium on a match day with
a non-Christian friend. 

Suddenly, we heard a great cheering as a goal was 
scored (probably not by Southend!), and my friend asked 
me a very good question: If your God is really as fantastic 
as you say he is, if he’s really done everything the Bible 

says he has done, why don’t we hear that sound every 
Sunday morning outside churches? Hmmm … I thought! 
Good question! Why don’t we hear such cheers? Such 
celebration? Such excitement? Such passion? If we can 
get so excited by a football player or team, who (if we’re 
honest!) aren’t important in the grand cosmic scheme of 
things, why do we struggle to get so excited about God, 
about Jesus, about the Holy Spirit working in our lives?

Worship is a theme running through this issue. We 
interview Songwriter and Worship Leader, Martyn 
Layzell, who talks about his passion for worship in the 
local church. We report on Crossfire and WDYT? at 
General Assembly – both of which are surrounded by 
worship, and should focus us on a God who really does 
deserve our all. And we hear from Oasis Trust about how 
we can ‘live’ lives of worship by getting involved in the 
work of God’s Kingdom.

Enjoy and God bless! Matt Stone, f2 Editor

◆ Hi Martyn, I heard you 
earlier this year at Spring 
Harvest – what’s the best bit 
about leading worship at 
events like Spring Harvest?

Large events like Spring 
Harvest, New Wine, Soul 
Survivor, etc. are wonderful 
for refocusing the people 
of God and giving them the 
bigger picture regarding what 
God is doing in His world. I 
believe in local church and 
that is where I want to invest 

the majority of my time. Jesus never said 'I will build my 
parachurch organisation or my festival/conference' (even 
though they are great in their place), he said, 'I will build 
my church'. Many of us find ourselves in less than perfect 
churches. I once heard someone say that if you find the 
perfect church don’t join it because you will spoil it! The 
truth is that the Kingdom is made up of people – it’s about 

God relating to peculiar people and so church week-in 
week-out does sometimes look a bit peculiar! The great 
thing about large festivals is that they encourage us that we 
are all in this together – one church, unified for the same 
cause under the same God. Whatever church background, 
style or denomination we’re involved in, we can all gather 
round the one throne in heaven.

◆ Your latest album, Turn My Face came out last year. 
What’s your favourite track and why?

It’s difficult to choose one track! I guess often my 
favourite tracks are the ones that are most used in the local 
church context, since that’s why I write them. From my last 
album it has been so encouraging to see people blessed by 
the track Lost in Wonder. I suppose there are a few like that 
on this album which I might choose. I wrote the title track 
Turn My Face after seeing the movie The Passion of the Christ, 
and love the way it focuses us back on the passion story. 
I so often think that our celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
‘reminds’ us of the centrality of the gospel message and 
this is what we need to be singing about. I also love the 
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track More Than Anything. So often it’s easy to sing about 
Him rather than to Him. One of the lyrics 'knowing you has 
become my life', serves to remind me that being a Christian 
is not about attending meetings, leading worship or ‘doing 
church’ but it’s about knowing a real living person, through 
Jesus by His spirit. Knowing Him is a lot more fun than 
going to church.

◆ Do any of the songs have a particular story behind 
them?

Most of the songs have some kind of thread or narrative 
behind them. I guess one particular song would be Join the 
Song. Whilst working at Soul Survivor in Watford, I had got 
used to meeting in a disused WH Smith warehouse with a 
church that was only about 10 years old. Suddenly moving 
to Oxford I was thrown into a situation where the church 
had existed on the site for over 1000 years. Fortunately 
the building had undergone some changes in that time 
and actually is a wonderful mix between the past heritage 
of the church and its current desire and vision to reach a 
new generation of students and young adults for Christ. 
The thought dawned on me whilst leading one Sunday 
that we were just one link in a huge chain of saints and 
worshippers that had given their lives to serve Jesus on 
that very site. In one sense, that chain started in the heart 
of God before creation and will continue until the coming 
of His Kingdom. In face we get to join 
in what is already happening. Our 
songs don’t just hit the ceiling and 
bless a few people but actually impact 
the heart of God as we join with the 
angels, elders and host of heaven who 
daily bring their worship before the 
Lamb on the throne. We get to join 
this ancient melody that has and will 
become for us our eternal life song.

◆ What style would you say your 
songs are most like?

I recently heard someone describe 
worship in their church as ‘dad rock’. 
Well I guess that’s me! I’ve got three sons and I love rock 
and roll so that puts me in the dad rock category. Seriously 
I suppose the style would be more folk rock than anything 
else – but with a desire to be contemporary too.

◆ What’s the biggest challenge you face as a worship 
song writer?

I think the biggest challenge I face is making time to 
write, and prioritising the important non-urgent tasks 
above the non-important-but-seemingly-urgent. After that 
the challenge is making good use of time and after that 
being inspired. I suppose my life has changed a lot over 
the last 5 years, moving location, job, church, community 
and growing from a single life to a family of 5. All these 
combined makes it tricky at times to find time to write and 
be creative. I think one of the other serious challenges is 
being true to who God has called you to be and to have 
integrity, i.e. not trying to be someone else or wishing for 
someone else’s ministry. A man can receive only that which 

is given to him from heaven. Sometimes that’s a lot of songs 
and creativity and other times it’s less. As long as our hearts 
are right before Him, He will take care of the rest. I guess 
that has something to do with seeking first the Kingdom.

◆ How did you get into song writing and worship 
leading?

I grew up at St. Andrews Church in Chorleywood. Mike 
Pilavachi was my youth worker and I happened to have 
a few other people in my group who God seemed to be 
inspiring to write and devote time to developing their 
craft of worship leading. That person was Matt Redman. 
Obviously then I didn’t really think about it like we might 
today given the influence of Soul Survivor etc. We just 
worshipped and followed God as best as we could. I loved 
to worship and so bought a guitar and started practicing.
At first I couldn’t play and sing at the same time but 
slowly got better. Looking back I realise that God put me 
in an amazing place for a purpose. I suppose now I feel a 
responsibility and calling to pass a little of that on to others 
and to resource the church with new songs and tools for 
worship.

◆ What tips would you give any budding worship 
leaders or songwriters out there?

Be yourself! God made you to express worship in the 
way only you can. He has given you a unique voice, unique 

writing capacity and unique gifts to 
call people to worship. Don’t try and 
be like someone else. Obviously use 
others to learn from, but rejoice in your 
uniqueness!

◆ What are you hoping to do next? 
Are there any songs that you really 
want to write?

I recently heard someone talk about 
Christians in two camps. There are 
those who are striving to go further 
and faster and those who are striving 
to go lower and slower. I know that I 
have a temptation to go further and 
faster, but really I want to go lower 

and slower. Of course I want to write more songs and build 
church which reflects our current culture, but more than 
that I want to receive something from God so I’ve actually 
got something of worth to give. I know me and know that 
if it all depends on me, then it’s not going to be very good 
– but if it’s from him then it will have weight and longevity. I 
want to slow up a bit and remember that it’s about knowing 
him and following him. If that involves songs (and I hope 
it does) then that’s great too! One of the main things I’m 
excited about is 'Fuel for the Fire'. This is a resource to build 
a worshipping community for those who are serving in the 
area of worship and song. For more details check out www.
fuelforthefire.org.uk

Martyn Layzell has produced two albums, ‘Lost in Wonder’ 
and ‘Turn My Face’. He is the Worship Pastor at St. Aldates 
Church, Oxford, and regularly leads worship at Soul Survivor 
and Spring Harvest. Martyn was interviewed by Matt Stone in 
July 2007.
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Hi f2 readers! I’m sat at my computer looking out
the window at what feels like the first sunny day  
since Crossfire. I don’t think we caused all this

rain, but it doesn’t seem to have let up much since we 
finished loading our campervan/motorpalace that 
Friday morning and headed east to 
Leicestershire… 

People gradually started drifting onto 
the field from about 4pm, putting up tents, 
or just standing around looking helpless 
waiting for someone else to put it up for 
them (a very effective method apparently!). 
The now traditional orange wristbands
were stuck on and official entry was
granted. 

The first of many great meals was dished 
out and then it was on with the programme. 
A familiar face was brought to the front and 
introduced as our speaker for the weekend, 
our very own John Brown! Colin and the rest of 
the band took to the stage to lead us in some 
worship; the drumming in particular was 
of a very high standard this year... Things 
can sometimes take a while to warm up, 
the band were spot on and it was all going 
really well, but there we’re still loads 
of people I’d yet to meet – and clearly 
some who had come for the first time 
wondering what on earth was going on!

Any feelings of unease were tackled 
head on as the camp divided into tribes. 
For some reason (and I’m not sure anyone 
knows why) the small groups would be 
known as tribes and during the weekend 
we would clash in battles of mind, 
strength, agility and creativity.

Back to everybody’s best friend Nicky at the 
hatch for some hot choccy and then straight to 
bed (ha ha). Friday was over, but the weekend 
had only just begun!

Why is it that when people plan weekends 
like this they feel it is necessary to start early? 
That said when you’ve been up praying and 
talking for an hour, you’ve certainly worked up 
a hunger for the 8.30 breakfast. Our first 
tribe time (small group discussion) and 
some were still dragging themselves out 
of their cocoons.

Day one was certainly full. Sessions 
from John were about being a fan or a 
follower… leading us into the overall 
theme of discipleship. Worship got better 
and better, faces got more and more 
familiar, and the food just kept coming
(as did the rain)!

Tribal Warfare just sounds horrific, but  
actually it was a really good laugh. Part one 
of the two part battle was involving timed competitions 
of various kinds, part two (on Sunday) was set on the very 
serious battle ground of inflatable bungee runs, pillow 
fights and sumo suits.

In a slightly less active, but no less competitive way we 
teamed up for the quiz. Watch out for the extremely tough 
“Colin’s round”, which to quote Forrest Gump, is rather like 
a box of chocolates… Three lads from Newcastle called 

Titus (www.titusmusic.com) turned up the 
volume on Saturday night and drew day 
two to a close.

Sunday had more teaching from John, 
including a real eye opener about life 
in Palestine. It seems the decision to 
become a follower of Christ out there 
raises some very serious questions.

Tribal Warfare really allowed us to 
relieve any stress we may have been 
feeling and also the odd opportunity

        to pick off a leader or two. The Sunday 
night tradition is for campers to put on a show 
of skills and talents, which always feels like 
it might be painful, but never fails to be the 
funniest night of the year. Throughout the 
weekend John had been looking over the story 
of Joseph as a parallel to thoughts

        on discipleship. So a key element
  to the show was a performance
  of various different tracks from
  the musical! Again this sounds
  like a really bad idea, but given
  the Crossfire treatment, Joseph
  became something it had never
  been nor ever will be again!

  Monday is a mixed day of sadness,
    because its all drawing to a
    close, and extreme happiness at
     the thought of returning home
    to a comfortable bed. Still last
    opportunities to enjoy this incredible

 weekend were taken up by all. The 
madness is rounded up with communion 
together and an opportunity to share what 
has really been going on between God and us. 
This is always a great time as we hear about 
lives changed and commitments made.

The race to pack down and get home 
begins. Long drawn out good byes are said 

as we all sleep our way home. Until 
next year (or November, if you happen 
to be over 16!). I leave you with a few 
comments from actual campers… 
You may have picked up that I was in 
a cosy little van and didn’t get the full 
brunt of the weather…

   I really enjoyed my first time…Thank 
you for organising Crossfire – it 
was great fun… I love Crossfire,    but 
I’m tired!... It was amazing… It was 
awesome – except the weather!...

            Thanks for another great year… I miss
my bed but I loved Crossfire!... Thank you for a fantastic time!

See you next year?
Andy Hall is the Chair of Crossfire and a Trainee URC Minister 
studying at Northern College, Manchester.
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Andy Hall Reports on Tribal Warfare in Rural Leicestershire
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Crossfire
Crossfire is an organisation that exists to help 
you get to grips with your faith. We're a group 
of Christians who started out running a camp 
for young people in the URC back in 1980. We 
now put on 3 different events a year specifically 
for young people, and seek to equip ourselves 
and others to worship God and follow Jesus with 
our whole lives. We seek to learn and grow from 
relevant and biblical teaching and through the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Crossfire Camp has its own worship band, a 
massive camping field, halls, marquees, hot 

showers and superb caterers. On top of all that 
we will have a live band playing on Saturday 
night, a DJ keeping the music coming all 
weekend and bouncy fun on bungee runs and 
castles (or similar). The event runs on the second 
May bank holiday weekend, from Friday evening 
(arrivals from 5.00 – 8.00pm) until Monday 
afternoon 3.00pm. If you do not have a tent
we can supply one for just £5 (first come first 
served).

For all events please contact: bookings@crossfire.
org.uk or www.crossfire.org.uk

GEAR Conference:
Interested in new ways of being church?

As well as co-organising Crossfire
 with FURY, GEAR holds two national
   conferences a year, one at Sidmouth, 

and one at the Hayes 
Conference Centre in 
Swanwick, Derbyshire. The 
next Swanwick conference 
may be of particular interest 
to FURY members, being led 
by Andy Frost from Share 
Jesus International (www.
sharejesusinternational.co.uk).

Andy is a 26-year old, surf-
obsessed, movie loving, 
bible reading, globe trotting 
Londoner. He works for SJI 
and is passionate about 
seeing how the Church can 
re-connect with society and 
culture. He loves dreaming 
big and pioneering new 
initiatives. He has co-
authored two books, Destiny 
and Freestyle.  Over the past five years, he 
has developed a variety of mission initiatives 
including dawn patrol and road trip, as well as 

playing a key role in Soul in the City South-West.  
He preaches and speaks around the country (and 
occasionally overseas) in a variety of contexts 

from national events to 
University Christian Unions to 
evangelistic events in night 
clubs and skate parks. Andy 
runs local youth work, a cafe 
church football team (that got 
promotion this year - wahoo!), 
and has been involved in local 
church leadership. 

The weekend (15th-17th 
February 2008) will be 
focusing on the theme of 
new ways of being church, 
and there will be worship and 
workshops led by Crossfire.  
The normal adult cost (full 
board) is £135, but anyone
of FURY age (14-25) can 
attend at the discounted
rate of £90 per person.

For more information, or to book, please see 
www.gear.org.uk/conf.htm, or contact:
heather.cadoux@blueyonder.co.uk

New ways of being Church

Fresh Fruit – Future Church

With
Andy Frost

A National GEAR Conference
At the Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick

15-17 February 2008
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Oasis is the charity founded by Steve Chalke over 21 
years ago. From small beginnings, with Steve’s vision 
to open a hostel for young homeless people, Oasis 

is now a significant voluntary sector provider, delivering 
educational, health and housing services across the UK and 
abroad. Jill Rowe, Director of Church and Community, explains 
where Oasis is going and how you can 
play a part.

There’s this thing that ants do called 
the circular mill. Basically, ants have 
a natural instinct to follow the ant 
in front based on the assumption 
that the one in front knows exactly 
where it is going. But sometimes 
they get caught in a circular mill, 
going round and round in a circle. 
Why? Because the one at the front 
hasn’t really got a clue where it’s 
going, has lost its way and is simply 
just following the next ant ahead of 
it! Eventually, exhaustion kicks in and 
the ants don’t survive EXCEPT those 
who break away from the circle! It 
takes the ones who do something different to be those that 
actually live to see another day.

What’s the lesson? What will it take for the world to be 
changed? It will take people like us to do the different 
thing, to stop being people who follow the crowd and
start being people who are prepared to do a new
thing. And to be like this it will take guts, courage and
a determination – being people who model their lives
on Christ.

Oasis is committed to doing the different thing, serving 
those too easily forgotten and at the margins of society. 
From our London base we work in communities across 
the UK and the rest of the world, largely in the areas of 
education, housing and healthcare. But rather than boxing 
people’s needs into neat little categories like this, we try 
to take an approach that sees individuals as whole people, 
with a range of needs. So, we can’t separate someone’s 
educational needs from their physical needs or their 
emotional issues. We must see people as whole people. 
And we are looking for people to come and join us as we 
do this. As Oasis expands into some of the UK’s toughest 
urban areas, young people aged 18-25 who want to take 
a gap year with a difference are being invited to apply for 
the new Frontline UK programme. Dancers, skaters and 
musicians are just some of the people we are seeking to 
recruit.

You could find yourself helping to run a skatepark or 
being part of our new state-of-the-art multi media centre 
in Clitheroe in Lancashire. You could be based at Church.
co.uk Waterloo developing church in the heart of the 
inner-city and working with young people close to gang 
culture, mentoring children at risk of exclusion from school 
in Enfield, running a youth club in Grimsby, or getting 

involved on the ground in Salford, Manchester. All the 
teams will be located at Oasis Hubs around the UK, working 
alongside Oasis staff and the local communities.

This is no easy ride. It is raw-end, challenging stuff, and 
we are looking for people who are really up for it. Guts, 

courage, self discovery, outrageous 
loving, extravagant grace, broken 
people, challenging places, and 
belief in a God who is in the 
process of restoring the whole of 
creation to himself - that is what 
Frontline UK is all about. And we 
want young people aged 18-25 
to join us as together we seek to 
bring hope and transformation 
to communities around the UK as 
part of the new Oasis Community 
Hubs.

Steve Mwara (19) has been on the 
Frontline team at Church.co.uk 
Waterloo since September. He 
recommends the experience to 

anyone: 'Before I came on Frontline I was comfortable with 
my faith, but Frontline has challenged me to wrestle with 
what I believe in, in order to grow. I am realising I am not 
supposed to keep God to myself – I feel more passionate 
about serving God and living out my faith.' All participants 
receive ongoing training and mentoring, and are overseen 
by a dedicated Oasis staff member. 

Oasis also has opportunities to serve overseas, from one of 
our other nine country bases, which include Uganda, India 
and Brazil. These can range from two-week summer teams 
to full gap year programmes. We also offer custom-made 
mission experiences for groups, run during the Easter and 
October half-term holidays.

If working at one of Oasis’ projects isn’t for you, but you
still want to support our work, there are many other
ways of getting involved. 
You could commit to
pray or fundraise for
us, or sign up for our 
newsletter to hear the 
latest about what
we’re doing. 

Why bother with all 
this? Because following 
Christ is about doing the 
different thing, doing 
the stuff he would doing 
and being in the places 
he would be. Join us? 
For more information 
visit www.oasisuk.org/
volunteering or call 020 
7921 4200.  

What will it take?
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Report on WDYT?/General Assembly

Being my first What Do You Think? and General 
Assembly, I was a bit scared of what I had let myself
in for, and felt as if everything would go over 

my head! But being someone never to run away from 
something new, I began to 
look forward to my week in 
Manchester.

What Do You Think?
Fun, Friendship and 
Fundamental Development 
is the best way I can describe 
WDYT? It was a perfect way 
to start my General Assembly 
experience. 

Throughout the three days I 
gained valuable assets which 
helped me through GA: the 
correct way to approach 
Assembly; how to use my book of reports; and the 
Moderator’s view on the Jaffa Cake Debate 'Cake vs. Biscuit'! 
But most of all I gained greater knowledge of the United 
Reformed Church and how it works. 

All of this was learnt through a series of workshops and 
talks, which were both enjoyable and beneficial to the 
whole experience. The friendships I made and the
good times I had were the cherry on top of an already 
fantastic experience. Now it was time for General
Assembly!

General Assembly:
Now it was the big event, and entering the hall I was a bit 
surprised at the size of it all. I wasn’t in FURY land any more; 
I was now in the big wide world of the United Reformed 
Church. It all kicked off with an opening ceremony, we met 
the Moderator and our fellow assembly members. All of this 

was followed by an enormous and poorly organised queue 
for dinner!

Throughout General Assembly we separated into think 
groups, and talked over 
specific resolutions. These 
groups allowed us to discuss 
our views on a matter with a 
range of different people in a 
calm environment. Being new 
to General Assembly I found 
these groups helpful, as they 
challenged me to gain a 
greater, more knowledgeable 
understanding of the 
resolutions.

So, if I was given the 
opportunity to go to WDYT? 

and General Assembly again, would I take it? In a heartbeat! 
My time at WDYT? and GA was brilliant. I met new people, 
got to express my views, and see things from a different 
point of view. So all I can say is “Bring on WDTY/GA 2008”!

Grant Gulczynski

Avril Timson reflects on Oasis, a space (including a labyrinth) 
provided for young people at General Assembly...

We are all on a journey, a journey of 
discovery, the labyrinth, a journey, a 
journey of self-discovery, discovery 

about God…
As we walked around the labyrinth we were 

reminded of different things like the creation 
of the universe and how God knew how He 
wanted it to be! We moved on to looking at our 
relationships with friends and then looked at our 
sins and sought forgiveness from God. As we 
came to the end of the labyrinth we were given 

a verse from 1 Timothy 4:12 to take out from the 
labyrinth, into the world...

'Do not let anyone look down on you because 
you are young. But be an example for the 
believers in your speech, your conduct, your
love, faith, and purity'.

Which showed me that God calls us to be an 
example to all those around us, set the example 
with our actions as well as our words…

Avril Timson
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Scouts Centenary Jamboree
On the 27th July till 8th August 2007, over 40,000 

scouts from 158 different came together in 
Chelmsford, Essex to celebrate the 100th 

anniversary of scouting.

During the event everybody took part in many different 
activities on-site for 
example: The Global 
Development Village 
(different workshops, 
including Christian 
Aid, Oxfam and the 
UN), food tasting, and 
learning about other 
cultures in Aquaville 
and Terraville. On top 
of this were the off-
site activities, such 
as ‘Splash!’ (water 
activities), ‘Starbust’ 
(a community service 
project), and ‘Gilwell 
Adventure’ (a day at 
Gilwell Park).

The Jamboree site was split into 4 Hubs, each with 4 sub 
camps. On each sub camp 2000 scouts from all over the 
world, socialised, ate and slept. Each unit was made up of 
about 40 people, and then each unit did their own cooking. 
Even then some of the units were mixed – in my unit we had 
5 Ascension Island Scouts and 4 Guides from Gibraltar (both 
UK Territories, thus part of the UK Contingent), making our 
Jamboree experience different and more diverse.

Also on site were four Sainsbury's and various scout shops 
(including a very large Argos style one) – all housed in large 
tents! It's hard to imagine the size of it all, some facts that 
might help:

◆  Between midnight on Thursday 26th and 
midnight on Friday 27th one coach arrived at 
Hylands Park every two minutes.

◆  One roll of toilet paper was used up every 
minute.

◆  More countries took part in the 21st World Scout 
Jamboree than in the most recent Olympic Games.

◆  Over 100,000kg of meat was eaten during the 
course of the event.

◆  Approximately 90 tankers of toilet waste were 
taken away from the site every day.

On the religious side, most of the World's main 
religions were present and held services: I visited 
the Anglican Eucharist and Protestant Worship, both 
totally different, with the Protestant worship being

spoken in English and translated into French for those who 
spoke French.

One of the most important, and enjoyable parts of the 
Jamboree, was meeting new people and making new 
friends with people from all over the world. In our unit, 

we bought gifts and 
gave them to people 
from developing 
countries to give them 
something to remind 
them of the Jamboree.
These gifts included 
T-shirts, badges and 
Jamboree Wristbands. 
One of the main aims 
of the Jamboree 
was international 
friendship, and 
everything we did, 
we did with people 
from other parts of 
the world. Units were 
split up in activities to 

allow Scouts from all over the world to work together.

I really enjoyed the Jamboree, making international 
friendships that I hope will last for my life time. Another 
thing I enjoyed was the Carnival and the ceremonies, where 
different countries showed off their traditions and customs.  
I'm looking forward to the next World Scout Jamboree in 
Sweden in 2011 where I hope to attend as a member of the 
IST (International Service Team) or CST (Contingent Support 
Team).

For more information, you can visit:
http://eng.thejamboree.org.

Tim Cadoux is a member of St. Andrew’s URC, Eastcote.
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A Day in the Life of... a University Chaplain

What exactly is the life of a university chaplain 
like? you have often asked yourself. Actually, 
I do often ask myself this! And I am a 

university chaplain! 
What exactly do we 
do? Well, I see myself 
as a campus minister. 
I am the Free Church 
chaplain at St. Peter’s 
House Church and 
Chaplaincy in the 
heart of the great 
city of Manchester, 
where I am a part 
of a team of five 
chaplains who have a 
mission to serve over 

80,000 students and staff at Manchester Metropolitan 
University, the University of Manchester, and the Royal 
Northern College of Music. We are sponsored by the 
Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, and United Reformed 
Churches, and all those churches form an ecumenical 
church that I, and the chaplaincy team, minister to. 
I serve in the URC and also serve the Methodist and 
Baptist churches. And a day in my life? Here goes.

10am Wednesday: I arrive at work just in time for our 
staff meeting. The baby had a rough night and my 
wife and I are exhausted.

10–11am: We open our fortnightly staff meeting with 
prayer. Our chaplain to international students leads 
prayers in Bengali (he’s from Bangladesh) and reads 
a short reading from Luke. There has been a break-in 
in the building. The Sikh Society has asked us if they 
can use the building for an open house. A Palestinian 
group is asking about use of the building for a speaker 
who has caused problems at other universities. We are 
trying to organize a big worship event for the start of 
term. Does anyone know where to rent a labyrinth? 
How much does a DJ cost? Will anyone come? 

12:15pm: We head upstairs for our weekly Eucharist. I 
am glad to see that the student considering ordination 
is there. The local ecumenical officer for Churches 
Together is leading the service. I wonder how we can 
reach more students with the service; only 8 of us are 
there; but the fellowship is genuine by this point in the 
year. 

12:45pm: The Mandarin Bible study has made the 
soup today. We pull the tables together to sit as a 

group and students trickle in until we are about 20. 
The conversation ranges from liberation theology to 
Pirates of the Caribbean. It is wonderful to be together 
again.

1:30pm: I invite folks to move into another room for 
the Bible study, which I spent the previous afternoon 
preparing. Will anyone turn up this week? Most do. 
About 10 of us discuss the Pentecost readings for the 
day. A student challenges my reading of the Babel 
story in Genesis 11 and suggests it is a mistake to read 
it into the Pentecost story in Acts 2. The conversation 
turns to the English word “babble” and the French, 
Chinese, German speakers all say whether such a word 
exists in their languages. 

2:30pm: The Bible study finishes and students stay 
around to chat. A Muslim student I met earlier in the 
year at a fair trade event comes late for the soup. We 
sit in the sun on the step outside to catch up. 

3:30pm: Finally I get out on campus. As I walk to the 
bus I wonder, are students treating me differently 
because I am wearing a collar? What is going through 
their minds? How can I share the good news with them 
in a way that makes a difference? Will the church ever 
make a difference in their lives? And, will they have any 
Badly Drawn Boy in the CD bargain bin in the student 
union? Better check.

4pm: I make it to a meeting with an administrator. 
Recently he shared some painful news with me about 
a family member. I check in about planning for a 
student festival that is coming up and ask how things 
are. 

5pm: Back in the office, finally I have a chance to check 
my email. In my inbox is a message from a member of 
the church who is going through some marital issues. 
I arrange a meeting for the following Monday. I make 
sure readers and elders are set for the Sunday worship 
at St. Peter’s. I have a look at a sermon I am preaching 
at a local church that Sunday. Do I know the church 
well enough to preach on racism? Is it too radical? Or 
would it be untrue to the students’ lives to not preach 
about it? 

6:30pm: My wife is picking up the baby so I head 
straight home.

Nathan Eddy is the Free Church University Chaplain at 
Manchester University and a URC Minister.

F2 2007-10.indd   8F2 2007-10.indd   8 18/9/07   10:19:25 am18/9/07   10:19:25 am

Prinect Color Editor: 
Page is color controlled with Prinect Color Editor:  3.0.41Copyright 2005 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGTo view actual document colors and color spaces,please download free Prinect Color Editor:  (Viewer) Plug-In from:http://www.heidelberg.comApplied Color Management Settings:Output Intent (Press Profile): OffsetEuro U360 K85 V25PO4.icmRGB Image:Profile: ECI_RGB.iccRendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noRGB Graphic:Profile: ECI_RGB.iccRendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent RGB/Lab Image:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent RGB/Lab Graphic:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent CMYK/Gray Image:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent CMYK/Gray Graphic:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noTurn R=G=B (Tolerance 0.5%) Graphic into Gray: yesTurn C=M=Y,K=0 (Tolerance 0.1%) Graphic into Gray: noCMM for overprinting CMYK graphic: yesGray Image: Apply CMYK Profile: noGray Graphic: Apply CMYK Profile: noTreat Calibrated RGB as Device RGB: noTreat Calibrated Gray as Device Gray: yesRemove embedded non-CMYK Profiles: noRemove embedded CMYK Profiles: yesApplied Miscellaneous Settings:All Colors to knockout: noPure black to overprint: yes  Limit: 100%Turn Overprint CMYK White to Knockout: yesTurn Overprinting Device Gray to K: yesCMYK Overprint mode: set to OPM1 if not setCreate "All" from 4x100% CMYK: yesDelete "All" Colors: noConvert "All" to K: no



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 10%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Coated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




