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f2 is edited by Matt Stone and designed on behalf of the FURY Communications Group by the team at Reform:
 please pull out this supplement when you have read it and give it to a young person in your church.

The Editor writes...
Hi!
My name’s Matt Stone and I have just taken on the 

daunting role of f2 editor. I’m a member of Bramerton 
Road Community Church in Hockley, Essex, and a 
first year trainee minister at Westminster College, 
Cambridge. I hope that I can serve God and f2 readers 
well over the next two years.

In this issue, we’re bringing you the latest info from 
FURY Assembly in January, where 155 young people 
from across the URC came and spent a weekend in 
fellowship, worship, debate and discussion. Isobel 
Simmons reflects on her year as FURY Chair, and this 
year’s new ‘FURY Moderator’, Andy Littlejohns tells us 
about the new structures, and the vision he has for FURY 
over the coming year. We’re also looking at the issue of 
climate change, one of the workshop topics and one 
of the motions from Assembly, and the new-look FURY 
website. 

A new feature of f2 will be a story of how God is living, 
working and powerfully changing people just like us! 
This issue we hear from Colin Plumpton who tells of 
God’s amazing transformation in his life. If you have a 
story to share about how God has had an impact on 
your life, please let us know!

My thanks go to Josh Thomas and Sarah Bedford, who 
have now stepped down as Editors, for their dedication 
to f2 over the past two years. I hope you enjoy this issue 
– and remember, please send us your articles about 
what’s going on in your life, church and synod! Articles 
for the July issue should be sent to f2@fury.org.uk by 
9th May please. Thank you!

God bless,
Matt, f2 Editor 

f2 the magazine of the
fellowship of united
reformed youth

FURY Assembly
2007
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 FURY… the voice of the youth. The inspiration of the 
church. The addiction to the Christian faith. And this is 
not including the evening entertainment, the late night 
pig-outs, and the endless amount of friends we all made. 
In 2007, if it is possible to say, FURY Assembly got even 
better! It was only my second time this year, but FURY has 
opened up so many new opportunities for me to become 
more involved in my local church, and also with churches 
elsewhere in my synod. I start my first year as a FURY 
Communications Group (FCG) Representative and I am 
really looking forward to it. My first assignment: writing 
this for f2! 

The evening entertainment at Assembly went out with 
a BANG – maybe a bit more of a bang for James, our new 

Moderator elect. The magician on Saturday night got us 
all involved and had us all crying with laughter. “The Beat” 
had us all dancing late into the night and also had Isobel 
crying out for an encore!

 Celebrating 35 years of assembly, 2007 had prepared a 
special surprise for us all. Past FURY Chairs were all invited 
along to Kidderminster and each one shared a memory 
of their FURY experiences – all highly amusing and 
interesting! They told us of FURY’s successful history, but 
reminded us that we are now the future.

The worship was fulfilling, the entertainment was 
amazing, the atmosphere was fun, friendly and alive, and 
the food was delicious! What more could anyone ask for?

 Zoey Arrowsmith, FCG Rep.

FURY… the voice of the youth 

This was my first FURY Assembly and it has been 
brilliant. Everyone was friendly and the activities 
have been exciting. By Sunday morning I was only 
disappointed that it came to an end!

Matthew Appleyard

…fi rst Assembly…

FURY Assembly 2007

The main highlights of my time at FURY Assembly 
were the praise and worship and the workshops. My 
favourite workshop was singing, as we sang a variety 
of songs from different genres – all to the glory of God. 
It gave me a chance to do what I love the most, with 
people who share the same passion as me – for singing 
and most importantly for God! FURY Assembly has 
inspired me to continue my walk with God.

Nadine Bryant

…highlights…

FURY Assembly is a fantastic event which enables 
young people from various backgrounds to become, 
in a sense, a community. We can draw off each other’s 
strengths and weaknesses whilst contributing to change 
through debates.                                              Stephen Ansa-Adds

…fantastic event…

FA was great, and I think that all FURY-age people 
should attend! To me it is a dome of peace in which all 
outside troubles are put aside.           Grant Gilczynsk

…great…

I have been coming to FURY for 4 years now, and it’s something I look 
forward to every year. It’s not only a chance to get away from a hectic 
every day life, but also a chance to meet old friends and gain new friends. 
It has always provided provocative discussion and I always come out 
looking at something from a different perspective.                  Chase Newton

…meeting friends old and new…
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FURY Assembly is open to all young people aged 14-
25 in the URC. If you or another young person in your 
church did not attend FURY Assembly this year, why 
not come along next year? FURY Assembly 2008 will be 
held at the Pioneer Centre, near Kidderminster, on the 
18th-20th January. Often costs can be paid for by your 
church, district or synod – please contact your Synod 
Youth and Children’s Work Training and Development 
Officer (contact details in January’s  – available on the 
URC Website) for more information!

FURY Assembly 2008 
– why not come along?

FURY Assembly 2007

As he walked along, he saw Matthew son of Alphaeus 
sitting at his tax-collection booth. “Come, be my disciple,” 
Jesus said to him. So Matthew got up and followed him. 
(Mark 2:14 – NLT)

The call of Matthew was one of the readings we had 
at FURY Assembly, as Helen, our chaplain, led us to think 
about the theme “Come and follow me”. That request 
in Mark 2, “Come, be my disciple” is so simple, yet so 
powerful – because God extends it not just to those 
who are important or powerful, but to every single 
person. Matthew was a well-hated man. Tax collectors 
used to extort as much money as they could from 
people, and kept the surplus for themselves. Perhaps, 
we would say unsurprisingly, Matthew would have had 
few friends. He was not the kind of person you would 
invite to your party, and it would be likely that his own 
family may have rebuked him. And yet Jesus wanted 
him to be one of his chosen disciples – he personally 
chose the man no-one else wanted. Today, Jesus carries 
on calling people – us! – “Come, be my disciple!” “Come 
and follow me!” We read that Matthew “got up and 
followed Jesus.” He didn’t refuse. He didn’t ask why 
he should bother. He didn’t ask what was in it for him. 
He didn’t negotiate a salary. He didn’t ask about the 
holiday entitlement, or how many hours a week Jesus 
would want of him. He didn’t ask about what personal 
sacrifices he would have to make. In fact, he was going 
to lose a huge amount financially. His job was incredibly 
lucrative, but he gave it up for Christ. He just “got up 
and followed Jesus.” At Assembly we were led to ask 
ourselves – have we done the same?

Matt Stone, f2 Editor. 

FURY Assembly Worship

FA was a wonderfully challenging experience. The 
message contained in the worship was something that 
touched all our hearts and encouraged us to do more 
in serving God through the example of Jesus and the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. The workshops were fun 
and thought provoking, and the evening entertainment 
was a blinder.                                               Jabulani Siphika 

…challenging experience...

During FURY Assembly this year I joined in a 
workshop on Racial Justice… it was very informative 
and we learnt about the issues brought up by racism, 
and how the church is finding ways to overcome it. 
For example, we had discussions about how other 
languages can be included in church services, and 
learnt about how in the Bible we are said to be made in 
God’s image, and are all equal in God’s eyes.

Roxanne Francis

…very informative…

FURY Assembly helps put you in a good direction
with God.                                                                               Daniel

…good direction…
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Check out the revamped FURY website 
at www.fury.org.uk! The site has been 
transformed into a cool, crisp and easy 

to navigate resource. The drop down menu 
at the top allows you to easily navigate the 
site. There’s a whole wealth of information on 
there about FURY, from how it started to how 
it runs today. 

◆ There is a whole section on events which
 will bring you all the information you
 need on both forthcoming and past FURY
 events – leaving you no excuse not to get
 involved!

◆ There’s advice on how to set up a Synod
 Youth Executive, and also links to other

FURY Assembly saw the launch of 
the new FURY website

Webmaster Gareth Jones reports... 
 useful sites for those that work with
 Young People in a local setting.

◆ If you want to know what’s going on
 locally, you can search a map to find
 out about local FURY groups, and how
 to get in touch with FURY contacts and
 and YCWTDO's in your area.

◆ Don’t panic if you’re a fan of the
 message board! It’s still there at its usual
 address, or you can access it from the
 new site.

◆ The website will be regularly updated so
 get it on your favourites list!

Crisp and clean and easy to navigate.

Keep track of all the official FURY events.

Find out everything you need to know about FURY.

Find out who's in your area and what's 
happening in your area.

Enjoy Browsing the new site – if you have comments or information that you think needs to be 
on the site contact the webmaster, webmaster@fury.org.uk
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climate change
James Thomson of FURY Task Group explains why he put 

forward a FURY Assembly Motion on Climate Change

C limate change is an issue that I feel very passionately 
about: the way we are damaging our planet – God’s 
creation – upsets and scares me. Therefore when 

I attended FURY Assembly and noticed a workshop on 
climate change I was pleased to see that we would be 
looking at this very important and relevant subject. In 
the workshop we looked at climate change mainly from 
an injustice perspective. We learnt that the way we live 
our daily lives in rich countries makes and will continue to 
make those living in poor countries suffer. 

These are some of the shocking facts that the World 
Development Movement have predicted climate change 
will cause:
◆ Disease including malaria and diarrhoea will
 increase –185 million people in Africa alone could
 die as a direct result by 2100.
◆ Droughts will worsen, increasing the frequency and
 intensity of famines.

◆ Flooding from sea-level rise will threaten 300 million
 people within decades.

You may wonder why rich countries are more to blame. 
But when we consider these facts also from the World 
Development Movement, it is pretty obvious:
◆ Rich countries are responsible for 80% of the
 manmade increase in CO2 in the atmosphere.
◆ The average UK citizen emits as much CO2 in 2.5 days
 as a Malawian does in a year.

The subject of climate change was also discussed in 
the other workshop that I attended, which looked at the 
story of Joseph. The workshops enabled me to hear other 
young people’s views on climate change, and it was clear 
that most shared my views. This encouraged me to put 
forward a motion on the subject of climate change, which 
I’m very pleased to say was passed. 

James Thomson, FURY Task Group

◆ FURY Assembly has recognised the need for action on climate change.

◆ FURY Assembly supports the action being taken by Commitment for Life, and the Church and Society and
 International Departments of the URC.

◆ FURY will be part of the ecumenical week of action for young people on climate change.

◆ FURY Task Group to provide FURY members with information detailing how individuals, churches, youth groups
 and events can care for the environment, to include campaign postcards that can be sent to MPs.

FURY Assembly 2007's Motion on Climate Change

www.tearfund.org www.christian-ecology.org.uk
www.operationnoah.org www.arocha.org
www.ecocongregation.org www.stopclimatechaos.org
www.youthagainstclimatechange.org www.cambridgecarbonfootprint.org
www.peopleandplanet.org www.wdm.org.uk
www.cred-uk.org www.climateyouthnetwork.org

James Thomson, FURY Task Group

We can all play a part in helping to slow down the process of climate 
change. If you want to save our planet please visit some of the

websites listed below and put the energy saving ideas into practice. 
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What's it like being 
FURY chair?
Isobel Simmons writes...

Lots of people have asked me what I have 
learnt in the past year. My role as FURY Chair 
has involved me in lots of FURY and whole 

church activities around the country, at an assembly 
level and even around the world. During the course 
of all of these varied and exciting things I’ve realised 
that the biggest thing I have learned is about 
serving. 

My international trip was the epitome of this – I 
went to Geneva, to the World Council of Churches 
to serve as a steward at the Central Committee 
meeting. The team 
of stewards, from 26 
different countries 
and 26 different 
Christian traditions, 
spent a week 
together before 
the committee 
meeting learning 
about each other 
and about the global 
issues we all face. 
At the committee 
meeting itself I was 
the floor manager 
for the conference 
of 150 guests, 
working with a 
team of thirteen others of my fellow stewards. 
We worked the multimedia, passed messages, 
distributed documents, and generally ensured 
all the committee members had everything they 
needed. Other stewards facilitated the times of 
common prayer, assisted the translation services, 
worked the press office and made the copies of the 
required documents. All the things we did might 
seem menial and boring but actually they were 
some of the most joyous and glorious work I have 
ever done. Why was that? Because it might look 
like I was just passing messages, but actually I was 

showing my love and devotion to our God. It was 
worship through service and it is an extraordinarily 
exciting concept.

Just like Jesus turns upside his death on the 
cross through the resurrection – it’s not the end of 
something, but the beginning of a new covenant 
of life with us ordinary people; this image of service 
as worship can turn upside our life too. The church 
coffee morning needs someone to help with the 
washing up? This is not a boring job that’s not worth 
anything; it’s an important service that helps the 

church community 
carry out their life 
and work. One 
of my favourite 
hymns calls Jesus 
the Servant King 
(Graham Kendrick's 
'Servant King') 
and it reminds us 
how Jesus is our 
best example for 
worship through 
service. Jesus 
washes the feet of 
his disciples – he is 
a servant master. 
And that is what we 
can be – agents for 

change, leaders, participants, but most importantly 
servants too. We can serve God when we serve 
our communities and churches. And if no-one says 
thank you, or even notices the work you do to make 
sure everything runs smoothly? God knows your 
service and the love it exemplifies. Earthly thanks 
are nothing in comparison with God’s love and our 
relationship with him!

Isobel Simmons, FURY Chair 2006-7.
First published in FUSE, the Southern Synod FURY 

Newsletter in December 2006.
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As some of you 
will know FURY 
Council ceased 

to be at FURY Assembly 
and has been replaced by 
FURY Advisory Board (FAB). 
FAB is made up of three 
bodies: FURY Executive, 
FURY Task Group and FURY 
Communications Group. 
The role of these bodies 
is to plan FURY events 

including FURY Assembly, to implement motions 
passed at Assembly and to create and maintain f2, 
the website and other communications channels  
respectively. The change to our structures is really 
just the breaking up of FURY Council into three 
smaller bodies performing those functions which 
will hopefully leave us better able to perform 
them efficiently. At a local level FURY Advisory 
Board is promoting the creation of Synod Youth 
Executives amongst Synods, their role being to run 
Synod level events and to be a point of contact 
for FURY Advisory Board. A full description of the 
changes is available on the FURY Website in the 
‘FURY Advisory Board Guide’ document and in the 
book of reports from FURY Assembly 2007. If you 
are still unsure you could always post on the FURY 
Interactive message board…

Over the next year I hope to achieve two main 
things. Firstly I will be putting a lot of time into 
the implementation and development of the new 
structures. They have come out of an evaluation 
of FURY’s work but also provide us with a great 
opportunity to make sure we are doing God’s 
work in the best way possible. Much of the work 
this year will be tied up in ensuring that the new 
roles on FURY Advisory Board are bedded in well 
so that in future new post holders can be sure 
of what they are coming in to. There will also be 
lots of behind the scenes work to make sure that 
the new structures work. My second aim is to put 
on another Assembly level event later this year 
– details will come out soon (so keep checking the 
website!) – and to plan FURY Assembly 2008. 

Andy Littlejohns, FURY Moderator 2007-8. 

Andy Littlejohns, the first ever
‘FURY Moderator’, explains what the 
new FURY Structures mean, and what 

vision he has for FURY this year...

The Easter of 1996 brought with it an end and 
a new beginning. After leading a life on the 
edge of drugs, guns 

and abuse, and creating a 
character within me that 
seemed unreal, I was faced 
with a wife who had found 
faith. I gave her nothing 
but abusive trouble for 
those eight months prior 
to Easter 1996. Suddenly 
the biggest threat that had 
entered my life came as 
the last straw – her faith. 
Eventually it got to a point where my wife needed 
me to leave for the sake of our children, and she 
realised that things had gone too far, leading her to 
question her own safety. Being the chauvinist that I 
was at the time, there was no way I would allow my 
wife to win this game that I was now playing with 
her in my mind. I wrote an item-by-item list of the 
things I would change; unaware that my wife had 
made exactly the same list that she intended to 
confront me with. One of her items was for me to 
go to a Pentecostal meeting with her. I reluctantly 
agreed, and no matter what barriers I placed in 
front of God, he seemed to have worked out how I 
would play this new game. At this meeting, I heard 
a retired policeman giving his testimony, which 
seemed to be speaking directly into all areas of 
my life – as if he knew exactly what I needed at 
this time. I listened intently and then he said he 
was aware that someone in the room needed to 
give their life to Jesus. I felt as if my hand had been 
pulled into the air. Within the next half an hour, 
people prayed with me, and I ended up on the 
floor fighting to move, but completely unable to 
move a single muscle. I now say that God’s little 
finger weighs twenty-five stone as it held me 
down! Suddenly, I felt a huge release within me 
– like an express train going through my veins. 
I was told this was the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Prayers carried on and suddenly a language came 
from my mouth – the gift of tongues. The following 
few weeks were the start of a rollercoaster ride 
that I am still on today, as I witness many healings, 
miracles, prophecies and salvations along the way. 
Never think anything is impossible for God! 

Colin Plumpton of Elmwood URC
tells of the day God changed

his life for good...
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Sarah Bedford interviews
Matt Stone, f2's new Editor

Hi Matt! Welcome to the FCG team for your 2 year 
post editing f2!

So…why did you put yourself forward for the role of 
f2 editor?
Well, I’m beginning to change my mind… *laughter* 
No, I felt called to this role as a way in which I could serve 
FURY and God over the next 2 years... I hope I’ll be able to 
convince people to send me their articles!!

What’s your day job?
I’m a trainee minister at Westminster College, date of 
release hopefully being sometime in 2010…

And what did your life behold before that…?
I was doing a geography degree at University College 
London and working part-time on the Toy section in 
Waitrose Food & Home in Southend. All good fun!! The best 
bit about my time at Waitrose was when I got to go on a 
Toy Demonstration course a few years ago.  I got to stay in a 
posh London hotel and run around the corridors with radio 
controlled cars!!

As we asked Elizabeth Caswell: What’s your favourite 
flavour of ice cream?
Pistachio, definitely… although you can only seem to find 
that abroad, so when at home – chocolate.

Who’s your favourite Bible character?
If we exclude Jesus, probably Nehemiah, because he had 
a fantastic vision for the walls of Jerusalem to be rebuilt… 
and despite lots of challenges and opposition, he held to 
what he believed God was calling him to do, and rebuilt the 
walls to the glory of God. 

What do you like to do with your spare time?
Reading, eating, going on holiday…

Ooh, very nice… and your favourite holiday 
destination has been…?
Kitzbühel in Austria – a beautiful mountain area, perfect 
for walking… (…and eating pisatachio ice cream?) 
*laughter* yes, naturally!

Where is a dream holiday destination for you?
Somewhere mountainous like the Rockies in Canada, 
maybe followed by a week on an island in the Bahamas… 
ministerial stipend? Yes, well… *laughter* I’ve never 
been to either of those places!

If you were to be left on a desert island, which 3 
items would you take?
Obviously a Bible, the latest copy of f2 (of course!!)… 
hmmm… maybe not f2, probably my Mini-Disc player 
and… a solar-energy laptop with wireless internet! 

What music can be found on your Mini-Disc
player?
I’m a fan of Christian music bands such as Third Day and 
Delirious? – secular music-wise, I listen to anything really.

Have you seen any of these live?
Yes, I saw Delirious? Live last term, they were playing in 
Cambridge. They were amazing; I listen to their CDs now 
and think “Wow, that’s nothing in comparison to them 
live!”

That’s an advantage of being an ordinand at 
Westminster College! 

What’s the best thing about the college?
The food! 2 cooked meals a day plus puddings *shakes 
head* oh dear… well, at least you can be assured that this 
f2 editor won’t die of starvation!

JULY

4-7  What Do You Think? (WDYT?): University of
  Manchester
7-10  General Assembly: University of Manchester

SEPTEMBER

28-30 FURY Advisory Board (FAB) Meeting: London

JANUARY

18-20 FURY Assembly 2008: Kidderminster

Dates for your diary

What? A Christian Youth Camp organised
by FURY and GEAR (the Group for 
Evangelism and Renewal in the URC) for 
14 – 25 year olds. An opportunity to get 
away for a long weekend in May and to 
get to know God better.

When? 25th-28th May 2007 

Where? Cottesmore Village Hall,
              Leicestershire. 

How much? £47

Details? From bookings@crossfire.org.uk
or www.crossfire.org.uk

Crossfi re Camp
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