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Editor's Note…

Hello all and welcome to this brand spanking new 
design f2. In this issue we bring you news from around 
the country as always and we also explain a bit more 
about the new look f2… Enjoy. 

At Assembly 2006 it was decided a new look for f2 
would be a good idea. We took everyone’s views in mind 
and after several meetings in London, countless phone 
calls and hundreds of emails this is what we came up 
with. The new design and layout has been designed to 
hopefully give everyone a bit more of what they want to 
read, if you have any ideas about something you’d like 
to see that we’re not including give us a shout! You will 
still have the regular bits such as reports from events 
that have happened around the country but we will now 
have a new synod page to give emphasis to more local 
youth events. Although there will be none in this edition 
we hope to get YCWTDO’s involved letting us know of 
events that are happening within their synods, if you 
would like to know more about this feature email us on 
f2@fury.org.uk

All that’s left for me to say is enjoy and I hope the new 
layout proves to be as popular as we think it will be.

Josh and Sarah

f2 is edited by Josh Thomas and co-edited by Sarah Bedford and designed on behalf of the FURY Communications Group by the team at Reform: 
please pull out this supplement when you have read it and give it to a young person in your church

A while ago, I was asked to go along to the Wessex 
synod meeting and lead the youth day that was 
happening at the same time. In April of this year I 
travelled with five other young people to Jamaica on 
a Commitment for Life trip and I was asked to lead a 
morning on what I’d learnt and 
what I’d seen. 

One challenge I set 
was based on a game I 
had played during the 
summer at The Window 
On The World conference 
in Wales, the basic idea I gave 
the children was that they were a 
chicken farmer in Jamaica and they had to 
draw and cut out as many chickens as they could in five 
minutes. However in that minute all the chickens they 
had cut out could disappear due to a variable given to 
each of the teams. To one team I gave the circumstance 
that Hurricane Season had come and that half of their 
chickens were killed because of this. The other team 
however got a nicer circumstance, which was that the 
government had put money into their project and 
therefore they reared more chickens and got more 
money. At the end of the challenge I told both teams 
some prices of what they could buy, the first team 
hadn’t got nearly the same amount of money as the 
second and therefore could only marginally keep 

themselves alive that month. The second team 
however had enough money to survive and 

more. The game was challenged by the 
usual ‘It’s not fair!’ To which I simply 

replied it’s not meant to be fair, 
this is similar to the situation 
facing many Jamaicans. Some 

will be lucky one month and 
then the next something dreadful 

such as a hurricane may happen leaving them with 
nothing. What amazes me is the strength of the human 
spirit. In the face of great difficulties the Jamaicans 
I met did not allow themselves to suffer or moan. 
Instead they picked themselves up and carried on 
with life, starting again from scratch. While in Jamaica 
we spent time with a congregation from The United 
Church of Jamaica in a tiny village called Castleton, 
the highlight of the day came at the end, we stood in a 

Refl ection…

circle and they taught us a traditional hymn the words 
of which were: 

I will not suffer, 
I will not beg for bread, 
The lord is my provider, 
I will not beg for bread, 
Him a me Dadio x3 

These words are very 
powerful and towards the 
end of the morning I had been 
leading I grew to understand them more and more. 
They say to me Why suffer? Pick yourself back up and 
get on with life! This is certainly more productive then 
sitting around moping and this is the thing that makes 

me think, if these people, our brothers 
and sisters in Jamaica, aren’t 

moping about things far worse 
than what we have to deal 
with why are we getting 
upset about stupid 
things like burnt toast for 
example!

Josh Thomas, Editor
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As you may be aware, Faith, hope & 
gaffertape was set up after the national 
youth resource centre of the URC was 
closed in 2003. We wanted to continue 
running the kinds of events that were 
run there, the main one being the 
centre’s flagship event Theatre Week 
– learning, rehearsing and performing 
a musical in a week. For the past two 
years, we have just continued this event 
but 2006 has seen us considerably 
expand our activities to include murder 
mysteries, performing at Greenbelt and 
campaigning for global justice with 
Christian Aid.

Theatre Weeks – Singin’ in the Rain

At our annual, national Theatre Week 
this year, we did Singin’ in the Rain, 
rehearsing at High Leigh Conference 
Centre in Hoddesdon and performing 
at Witham URC in Essex. We had 
nearly 30 participants and received a 
substantial grant from Trust Greenbelt 
which meant we could produce a 
much higher quality show by hiring 
better sound equipment, having an 
increased budget for props, costumes 
and lighting, and commissioning the 
building of a proper lamppost!

Godspell at Greenbelt!
In August, we took last year’s theatre 
week show, Godspell, to Greenbelt. We Godspell, to Greenbelt. We Godspell
received a generous grant from the 
United Reformed Church so that we 
could gather the cast together for three 
days of intensive rehearsals at Charlton 
Kings Baptist Church, Cheltenham, 
and then did two performances at the 
festival, we played to packed audiences 
of over 200 people at a time. 

Murder Mysteries! 
Faith, hope and gaffertape’s murder 
mystery events are taking the country 
by storm! From Poole to Manchester, 
the team has been running church 
social evenings… with a difference! 
The murder mysteries are proving 
very popular and successful, both 
as a fundraiser for Faith, hope and 
gaffertape and as extremely enjoyable 
evenings out. If you would like to book 
a murder mystery at your church please 
email us at mystery@gaffertape.biz

Mad Banker’s Tea Party
On September 14, Faith, hope & gaffertape provided the 
official street theatre for Christian Aid’s ‘The Beat Goes On’ 
campaign event in London. The event, calling for the UK 
government to stop funding the International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank until they stop forcing damaging 
free trade policies on the poor, saw Gaffertape holding 
a Mad Banker’s Tea Party, based on the famous Alice in 
Wonderland. 

Campaigners were encouraged to join in unfair games 
and trade for jam tarts. Gaffertape very much enjoyed 
working with Christian Aid and hopes to do so more in the 
future.

Joseph and Ants’hillvania
In February half term we visited Parkstone Christian 
Centre in Poole at the kind invitation of the minister there, 
Jonathan Martin, to run a non-residential Theatre Week. 
We put on Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat
with 25 young people from the local area. The week was 
a huge success and more than 100 people came to watch 
each performance.

Following the success of Joseph, we were asked to run 
a similar event in October half term and did Ants’hillvania
– the prodigal son… with ants – in a week. We’re back at 
Parkstone Christian Centre the second week of December 
to run an Alter-nativity – the birth of Jesus, gaffertape style.Alter-nativity – the birth of Jesus, gaffertape style.Alter-nativity

Faith… 

…hope…

…& gaffertape
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Synod contact detailsSynod contact details

Yorkshire 
Contact details
YCWT: Mr Mick Maskell, 32 
Lockwood Close, Thorn, 
Doncaster, DN8 5XB 
Tel: 01405 741266 
email: mpmthorne@yahoo.
com.au

Northern 
Contact details
CWTO (Pt): Mrs Hannah 
Middleton, 1 Fetcham 
Court, Kenton, 
Bankfoot, Newcastle upon 
Tyne, NE3 2UL 
Tel: 0191 286 4596 
email: hannah.middleton1 
@btinternet.com

CWTO (Pt): Mrs Hannah 

North Western
Contact details
YCWT: Mr Leo Roberts, 
173B Worsley Road, 
Winton, Eccles, Salford 
M30 8LY 
Tel: 0161 789 5174
email: 
ycwt.nwsynod@urc.org.uk

North Western

Mersey
Contact details
YCWSDW: Malcolm Evans, 
57 Northway, Maghull, 
Liverpool, L31 7BG
Tel: 0151 527 2102
email:
urcycomal@yahoo.co.uk

YCWSDW: Malcolm Evans, 

East Midlands
Contact details
YCWT: Mr Colin Udall, 
11 Paddiford Place, 
Stockingford, 
Nuneaton, CV10 8JJ
Tel: 02476 748 074 
Mobile: 07776 157 511
email: eastmids_
ycwtdo@yahoo.co.uk  

YCWT: Mr Colin Udall, 

West Midlands
Contact details
YCWTDO: Mr Christopher 
Burgham, 10 Horksley, 
Harlescott Grange, 
Shrewsbury, Shropshire, 
SY1 3PF
Tel: 01743 246320 
Mobile: 07976 788543
email: ypto@ 
urcwestmidlands.org.uk

West Midlands

Eastern
Contact details
YCWTDO: Mr Henry Playle, 
United Reformed Church, 
Synod Office, Whittlesford, 
Cambridge, CB2 4ND
Tel: 01223 830770
Mobile: 07887 701056 
email: eastern.ylto@urc.
org.uk

Contact details

South West
Contact details
YCWT: Mr Ivan Andrews, 
23 Carlton Road, 
Broadfields, Exeter EX2 5NS 
Tel: 01392 411861
Mobile: 07999 787972
email: igandrews@eclipse.
co.uk

Wessex
Contact details
YCWTDO: Mrs Ruth White, 
11 The Old Convent, Old 
Lane, Farnham, GU10 4HQ
Tel: 01420 475319
Mobile: 07962 077679 
email: ruth1@homecall.
co.uk

Thames North
Contact details
YCWDO: Mr Stephen 
Collins, 64 Churchill Ave, 
Aylesbury, HP21 8NH 
Tel: 01296 427373
Mobile: 07931 300332 
email: stephen@scollins.
plus.com

Thames North

Southern
Contact details
YCWTDO: Mr Nick White, 
12 Blenheim Avenue, 
Chatham, Kent, ME4 6UU. 
Tel: 01634 400515
Mobile: 07903 279201
email: ycwt-urcsouthern 
@thewhitespace.eu

Wales
Contact details
YCWT: Vacant c/o:Synod 
Clerk, URC Wales Synod 
Office, Minster Road, 
Roath, Cardiff, CF23 5AS

YCWT: Vacant c/o:Synod 

Scotland
Contact details
YCWT: Mr Stewart Cutler, 
21 Muirhill Court, Hamilton, 
ML3 6DR 
Mobile: 07718 902366
email: scutler@urcscotland.
org.uk
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This time in f2 we talk to Andy 
Littlejohns, future FURY moderator 
and indeed the first of his kind!

How does it feel knowing you are 
going to be the first ever FURY 
moderator?

Andy: Daunting, very daunting, but at 
the same time I feel very privileged.

What flavour Jelly Bean are you 
most like?

AL: I’m no Jelly Bean expert but I think 
one of the fruity flavours, I like to think 
I’m real, not made up like a cola flavour.

Do you feel you have a lot to 
accomplish this year?

AL: Simple answer, YES! There is always 
a lot to be done in FURY, this year even 
more so with the restructuring.

What will your job entail?

AL: That’s a good question… I’ll get 
back to you when I know! More seriously, 
obviously chairing FURY Advisory Board 
and Assembly 2008, representing FURY 
at various events. I will also be trying to 
visit lots of local youth events (please 

invite me!) and I am going to Romania 
later in the year, apart from that I can’t 
wait to find out.

 What one thing do you most want 
to bring to the job?

AL: Probably a radical and fresh 
viewpoint.

Do you see yourself as James Bond 
or Moneypenny?

AL: Bond, of course! Cool, smooth and 
no regard for the rules, the resemblance 
is uncanny, right?

What is your favourite takeaway?

AL: Sausage and chips by a mile, 
although I don’t mind a Chinese every 
now and again. Mind you, it is important 
to remember it's chips and gravy, 
everything else is inferior.

What is the biggest challenge facing 
you this year?

AL: Turning all the plans to restructure 
FURY into action and guiding FURY 
Advisory Board through its first year. Its 
going to be interesting as everything is 
new and untried but I really can’t wait.

F2 interviews Andy Littlejohns

JANUARY
19-21  FURY Assembly, Pioneer Centre

27  Mission Council

MARCH

2-4  Youth & Children's Work Committee, Derby

16-18 FURY Advisory Board, Barnes Close

20-22 Mission Council, High Leigh

Dates for your diary

Theatre Week 2007

Return to the Forbidden Planet
Rehearsals @ Frontier Centre, Irthlingborough

Performances @ Abington Avenue URC, Northampton

For 14-25 year olds

Only £140 if you book before 30th November 2006 
£160 after that…

29th July – 5th August 2007

More info or booking form:

www.gaffertape.biz/returnforbibben2007.htm

or email info@gaffertape.biz with your address and we’ll 
pop one in the post.

Theatre week 2007

The day started with interaction 
games. We learnt that Christian Aid 
are trying to help everyone and to 
make the system fair regarding the 
Charities in Jamaica. 

During a presentation on 
Commitment for Life in Jamaica we 
were able to see how unfair and 
cruel people can be. 

We drew around our own hands 
and then cut out each other’s to 
take away, share and remember 
that we are working together in 
unity. We then looked at a list of 
charities and tried to put them in 
order of importance. We decided 
that it was very important that 
people are made aware of injustice 
in the world before campaigns can 
be organised to work against them.

After a break for our packed 
lunches we set off for skiing. After 
a few goes we got the hang of it 
and we went wild, it was so much 
fun, though we fell over a lot! We 
thought our legs would hurt for 
weeks but they didn’t! Once back 
at the church to meet our parents 
we had time for a quick chat and 
some cakes! This event was really 
fun and we will definitely come 
back to synod again!

Thank you to all the organizers 
and the people who gave us a lift.

Alice and Megan Thomas

Wessex Day


