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Hello all, in this edition of f2 we look back at some of the highlights of the summer hols including; What do you think? 
and General Assembly as well as some highlights from Wessex summer camp and also don’t miss our ultimate university 
survival guide! Enjoy! 

Josh Thomas

Wessex Summer Camp
On a sunny weekend in mid July 
Wessex fury-ites met up for the 
annual summer camp. Being an 
old hand at summer camp, it fell 
to me to write an accurate account 
of the weekends activities. Eve-
ryone arrived on Friday evening 
and, after setting up tents, quickly 

started bonding with old friends and new. After a few 
warm up games we settled down for supper and then 
worship around the campfire. The sensible went to bed 
soon after this; however for the less sensible it was a very 
VERY late night! Saturday brought another beautifully 
sunny day and yet more games and workshops this year 
centred around Big Brother and for the younger lot, ‘I’m 

a young person get me out of here!’. Later in the day saw 
activities including: kayaking, swimming, raft building, 
climbing and archery; these activities were much enjoyed 
by all even though many got wet in the process! In the 
evening we were visited by a comedian who was most 
amusing and the evening ended with cocoa and worship 
followed by Dangermouse DVDs and bed! Sunday morning 
came slowly because of a very chilly night, we rounded up 
the weekend with yet more games and outdoor activities 
and finally worship which was flawless (except for the fact 
of the generator conking out before the band could reach 
their last song!). The weekend as always was hugely suc-
cessful and huge thanks go to Nikki Andrews and every-
one else involved in organising such a fantastic weekend.

Josh Thomas, Editor

The f2 essential guide to university!
★ Make sure you arrive with a big box of chocolates (think 

Quality Streets) to sweeten that first night with your 
new house-mates.

★ Don’t forget that can opener – how are you going to 
live off beans without it??

★ NEVER try to co-ordinate anything with your bedroom 
curtains – they are designed to clash with EVERYTHING!

★ Never disregard ANY milk – even if it has been in the 
fridge for more than 3 weeks.

★ Invest in some toilet cleaner – trust us, you’ll need it!

★ Never refuse free food – those aunts and uncles you 
never see will suddenly seem like great company!

★ Don’t be a pig when your mum sends you food parcels 
– they are designed to last more than one night!

★ You have no excuses – once you’re at university your 
tutors will not provide you with pens, pencils etc – you 
are now old enough to bring your own!

★  The URC still needs you! Get in touch with your local 
church and sign up – trust us, they’ll be delighted to 
see your face.

★ And finally – the best selling book in the world should 
be in prominent position on your bookshelf – that’s 
right folks, your Bible is still cool even when you move 
away from home – don’t forget it!

Josh Thomas, Editor and  
Jenny Platt, North Western Synod
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General Assembly – Oasis

Q uiet, relax-
ing, tran-
quil… Never! 

Not where FURY are 
involved!

Well nearly, after 
the daily business had 
ended, FURY needed 
a place to unwind and 
let their hair down. On 

top of a hill sat a little room filled with bubble chairs and 
beanbags, fizzy drinks and nibbles, providing you got there 
before the YCWTDO’s.

Oasis was a down to earth space with light hearted activi-

ties, which also made you think… Creating masterpieces out 
of magazines, looking at what was real beauty compared 
to material beauty. Mind-bending puzzles about a vampire 
that you needed to stop at a certain time on a certain day, 
but before you could do that you needed to understand 
the journey, time zones and train time tables. And looking 
at Jesus’ life and seeing how it felt to serve one another 
through washing of feet, and reflecting on our time at Gen-
eral Assembly through mini tasks of prayer, sight, sound and 
touch.

Throughout the event ran the fellowship and friendship 
which ran thought out General Assembly and runs through-
out FURY. 

Sam Aspinall, North Western Synod

General Assembly – What do you think?

O n July 4th 2006 
around 30 
young people 

aged between 14 and 
26 met for the annual 
youth gathering com-
monly known as What 
Do You Think? (or WDYT? 
for short). 

The event, organised by the Youth Office, gives young 
people the chance to meet up and discuss issues that are 
likely to be raised throughout the weekend at General 
Assembly. This gives them a opportunity to understand 
and give all their views on the issues in their own time and 
without having to face General Assembly whilst doing so. 
Not all of the few days were hard work, in between ses-
sions there were chances to make new friends and enjoy 
some fun games whilst doing so. This year's WDYT? was a 

huge success with many new faces to FURY from all over the 
country. During this time we met a few important people 
from the ‘top table’ including the chaplain Neil Thorogood, 
Ray Adams and the ever famous Elizabeth Caswell. Over the 
few days we got a chance to discuss items in the Book of 
Reports such as the Youth and Children’s Work Committee’s 
report containing the ‘safe church’ resolution, Church and 
Society, Mission Council Reports and the future of West-
minster College. The time spent proved highly beneficial to 
all that attended, and 
gave a clearer view of 
the business of General 
Assembly.

James Wickens,  
North Western Synod 

A HUGE congratulations to all those who have recently sat 
exams. Hopefully everyone has the results they so desired and 

best of luck for the future!

This year, as in many 
other years, FURY 
played a prominent 
position during Gen-
eral Assembly. The 
week started with 
What Do You Think? 

the event organised by the youth office with the specific 
intent of educating FURY delegates about all the issues 
raised in the HUGE book of reports. This time proved very 
beneficial, giving the young people time to bond and also 
to get their heads around the more pressing issues likely 
to be brought up during General Assembly. On the Friday 

FURY were plunged straight into General Assembly per-
haps knowing more about the Book of Reports than some 
of the older delegates! FURY for the rest of the weekend 
played a prominent part in making props for worship, 
helping leading communion and also producing GAG, the 
General Assembly/FURY newsletter, which proved very 
popular with all delegates. In the evenings, after General 
Assembly business was over, FURY took part in their own 
Oasis organised by a dedicated team of YCWTDOs these 
sessions were also beneficial giving us the chance to 
socialise and also to unwind after a hard day's business. 

Jenny Platt,  
North Western Synod 

General Assembly 2006
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General Assembly – the business 

G eneral Assembly this year was packed with more 
resolutions than ever before!! There were the usual 
resolutions, which can be found at GA every year 

– churches opening and closing, the budget and the site for 
the next General Assembly. These were all passed unani-
mously. Also passed were resolutions about the appoint-
ment of James Breslin as clerk (until 2012) and John Ellis as 
treasurer, and the resolution to reinstate Pricewaterhouse-
Coopers LLP as auditors for the United Reformed Church. 
One of the members of FURY attending GA spoke about the 
latter of these, normally one of the resolutions passed with-
out a word, because they had information that the company 
was involved in other businesses previously deemed by the 
URC as unsupportable. 

Other resolutions key to this years General Assembly were 
the ones from the Youth and Children’s work committee. 
One of the resolutions put forward was a motion from FURY 
Assembly this year – the Declaration of a safe church, to 

help those who have suffered abuse. It followed on from last 
years GA resolution, and FURY Assembly felt that it needed 
to be altered to cover all areas of abuse, not just sexual har-
assment. This was strongly supported and passed. The other 
two motions put forward were to introduce the ecumenical 
material CORE skills for children’s ministry and to commend 
the ‘Child Friendly Church Award’ to local churches. These 
were also both passed. 

Catch the Vision is a well known phrase in the URC, espe-
cially amongst those attending General Assembly, and this 
year the resolutions passed seemed much more definite 
than they have done in the past. General Assembly passed 
resolutions to introduce only one level of council between 
General Assembly and local churches, to have 13 new syn-
ods governing the United Reformed Church, and for General 
Assembly to meet now every two years. These resolutions 
were met with much discussion, especially from members 
of FURY who were concerned about how these resolutions 
were going to effect the youth of the church, however the 
resolutions were still passed and will come into place as of 
General Assembly 2007. 

Other resolutions this year included giving sole respon-
sibility of ministerial training to Northern, Westminster and 
the Scottish Colleges – passed. The resolutions concerning 
retirement and pension of ministers were all passed. A new 
booklet published in light of current world affairs, Peace-
making: A Christian Vocation, was presented to the General 
Assembly and commended it to synod and local church 
leaders – passed.

Lizzie King,  
Southern Synod

S haking and waking the delegates at General Assem-
bly has always been a task for FURY and this year's 
GA was no exception. Some of the group that visited 

Jamaica back in March on the FURY/ Commitment for Life trip 
were given some precious GA time to talk about their expe-
riences. 

On the back of their presentation they gave details about 
the latest campaign from Christian Aid – drumming for trade 

justice. A drumming petition to remind the UK government 
of the promises it made to the MakePovertyHistory cam-
paign. Getting GA to ‘drum’ (using anything they could!) was 
a surprisingly easy affair. Following the lead of the young 
people, some with actual drums, GA started to drum. The 
enthusiasm ensured the drumming lasted a good five min-
utes and reaffirms our commitment to Trade Justice. Who 
says oldies don’t have any rhythm?!

Following this drumming petition, Assembly were privi-
leged to have a talk by the Rt Revd John Gladwin – Chair 
of Christian Aid. In his talk he outlined some of the current 
work being undertaken by Christian Aid, he talked about the 
events happening in the world that Christian Aid had priori-
tised. Finally he ended the evening talking about the chal-
lenges that face Christian Aid in the future and welcomed 
comments from the floor. Everyone then was keen to share 
their experiences of Christian Aid which proved a good end 
to a brilliant evening.

For more info: www.cfrol.co.uk, www.christianaid.org.uk
Gareth Jones, 

 Egerton URC

General Assembly – the beat goes on...
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FURY: If you could be any flavour ice 
cream, what flavour would you be and 
why?

EC: Coffee, because I like it! It has a subtle 
colour and is unusual.

F: What is your favourite Bible verse?

EC: The prodigal son story, because it relates 
to everyday life.

FURY: What would your vision be for 
youth work in the URC?

EC: Although I have no direct ties with the 
youth work in the URC I think that easy com-
munication and growth in faith are highly 
important. I also think that the changes in 
FURY are heading in the right direction.

FURY: What do you do to relax?

EC: I like watching TV when I finish work-
ing. However, I often miss all the good pro-
grammes because of the time I get in, so I 
sometimes watch DVDs. There’s nothing like 
a good drama on TV!

FURY: Do you own any pets?

EC: I have a lovely golden retriever called 
Holly. Elizabeth then showed us the stole 

which she wore for General Assembly. It was 
made up of all things that are important to 
her, including on the inside a picture of a 
golden retriever and a rabbit, her own ver-
sion of a verse from Isaiah, about the wolf 
and the lamb.

FURY: What is your favourite perfume?

EC: Currently I wear Coty, L’aimeant, but I 
would like to wear Bluegrass. I find perfume 
evocative.

FURY: What are you looking forward to 
in your time as Moderator?

EC: I will enjoy spending time with my 
husband, as he is taking time off work to 
come around the country with me. I am also 
looking forward to visiting lots of different 
people around from different places around 
the UK.

FURY: What part of Assembly are you 
looking forward to the most?

EC: The finish! No, I’m looking forward to the 
bits that are already planned, for example, 
the introduction and welcome, because the 
debates can go any way!

FURY: Who are you inspired by?

EC: Leslie Weatherhead – he preached at my 
church when I was younger and he inspired 
me so much.

FURY: What 3 books would you take to a 
desert island (other than the Bible)?

EC: War and Peace – it would take a long 
time to read, but I would get annoyed with 
all the Russian names! Winnie the Pooh – defi-
nitely! I learnt a lot of about Christian values 
from it. Erm, I can’t think of any others.

FURY: Where is your favourite place / 
country?

EC: France. I’ve been on many trips there, 
but there is still a lot of the country to see.

FURY: Have you ever written a sermon 
based on Winnie the Pooh?

EC: I have used it, yes! But not for a long 
time.

FURY: What is your favourite colour?

EC: I like lots of colours together. The mix of 
colours compliment each other, and bring 
each colour out.

At General Assembly FURY had the opportunity to meet Elizabeth 
Caswell and ask her a few questions to find out more about our future 
leader. Here is what she had to say...

The 
Interview
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OCTOBER 2006
3-5  Mission Council, All Saints, St Albans

22-29 One World Week

NOVEMBER 2006 
17-19  FURY Council, Nettle Hill

JANUARY 2007
19-21  FURY Assembly, Pioneer Centre

27  Mission Council

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES…..


