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Hello all, in this edition of f2 we look over some articles written by the young people of FURY 
as well as some bits written after the recent FURY exposure trip to Jamaica.

God bless, 
Josh Thomas

che vs Jesus –
the true revolutionary

‘Meek. Mild. As If.’ With this slogan the Churches Advertis-
ing Network ran a poster campaign over Easter 1999 show-
ing Jesus in a Che Guevara style pose. This image of Christ 
as a revolutionary highlighted to me an important interpre-
tation of the ministry of Jesus. 

Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara was an Argentinian Marxist revo-
lutionary who employed guerrilla tactics in revolutions in 
Cuba, the Congo and Bolivia. Following his death at the 
hands of the Bolivian Army (with help from the CIA) he 
became an icon of socialist revolutionary movements, and 
a famous photo of him taken by Alberto Korda has been 
widely distributed and become one of the most famous 
images in the world and has taken various forms. The image 
focuses on Che’s head while he gazes into the distance 
looking heroic. So why compare Jesus to a guerrilla fighter? 
The image of Che has served as an inspiration to many to 
stand up for a revolutionary cause; I believe that Jesus is by 
far a better inspiration. A common perception of Jesus is of 
a meek and mild man, and He was, but He was also unafraid 
to stand up to the establishment. He brought the mes-
sage of God’s new covenant that through Him we can be 
cleansed for God’s kingdom not through the body (by ritual 
washing and hygiene laws) but though the heart and mind 
(by repenting to our loving God). This is a concept that 
stirred up the religious establishment and has been more 
enduring than any political ideology. 

Jesus destroyed the market in the Temple, worked on the 
Sabbath, and went against the religious and political estab-
lishments. Yet He also preached turning the other cheek 
and ‘blessed are the peacemakers’, and it is in these teach-
ings that Jesus is shown to be a great inspiration. Not only 
does he teach that we should stand up for our faith and not 

be afraid of changing the way things are done, but also to 
be peaceful and humble. We should not have revolution for 
revolution’s sake but nor should we avoid change if it brings 
us closer to the teachings of Jesus. Through the example of 
Christ we are called to stand up for what we believe and to 
live our lives in his image. As the Church appears to head 
into decline in this country and becomes bogged down in 
the small issues, there is no better time than to look at the 
cross and ask, ‘What would Jesus do?’ 

CHRIS GILL  
(MY THANKS GO TO ISOBEL SIMMONS FOR HER HELP IN WRITING THIS ARTICLE)



 

f2p2
email f2 at f2@fury.org.uk

July/August 2006

 

Are you a leader of tomorrow?
…Do you have the passion, enthusiasm and ability to make 
a difference in your community or even further afield? If 
so, a new initiative coming out of the Von Hügel Institute 
at Cambridge and Blackfriars Hall, Oxford, could be just for 
you.

The International Young Leaders Network (IYLN) seeks to 
identify, nurture, develop and promote young and emerg-
ing leaders inspired by their faith. To apply you need to be 
between 18 and 33 and to have demonstrated real achieve-
ment or potential at school, college, work or in a trade 
union, business, voluntary association, government or the 
Church. You might already be in a leadership position or 
planning a career or vocation in any walk of life.

What the IYLN is seeking are young Christian people of 
enthusiasm and energy – people open to new ideas and 
practical strategies and keen to debate and challenge across 
the boundaries of culture and sector. You may be discerning 
your next step or seeking to clarify what form it will take. 
Above all you sense that you have more to contribute and 
seek like-minded colleagues and allies for such a journey. 

Those accepted onto the programme will attend the 
first IYLN colloquium at St Edmund’s College, University of 
Cambridge, from 4-8 September 2006. There you will be 
part of an international group (IYLN is attracting scholars 

from Europe, Asia and Africa as well as across the UK) and be 
assigned a professional mentor and spiritual companion to 
whom you will have access for advice, encouragement and 
support. The colloquium will combine world-class speakers 
and action-focused education.

Over the subsequent year you will receive monthly read-
ings and updates and access to web resources. You will 
stay in touch with your mentor and other members of the 
course. And, unless work or financial pressures prevent it, 
you will attend a second colloquium which may be in the UK 
or in Rome, Bucharest or South Africa. 

IYLN is a unique partnership between two organisations 
– the Von Hügel Institute and Blackfriars Hall – both with a 
long track record of research, formation, training and publi-
cation of international distinction. It is exciting that the IYLN 
project will draw upon the vast experience of these institu-
tions, part of two of the oldest and most respected centres 
of learning in the world, which is now being put at the serv-
ice of the church in this way.

If you want to know more about IYLN and how to apply 
visit the website – www.iyln.com – or email Francis Davis at 
fd250@cam.ac.uk. It might just change your life…!

Andrew Bradstock is the Director of  
the Christian Socialist Movement

Wessex Synod Summer Camp is coming 

Join friends old and new at this annual event 
on the 14th-16th July 2006 at Avon Tyrrell 
near Bransgore in the New Forest. 
The event costs just £25; however there are 
price reductions for young people coming from 
the same family.
This year, for the first time, a junior camp will 
run alongside the camp for people of the ages 
14-25, and this will cater for children in the 
age group of 11-14.

Interested? Contact Nikki Andrews by email 
on sycm@urcwessex.org.uk  

or call  
01256 842118 for more details.

See you there! 



f2p3
www.fury.org.uk

July/August 2006July/August 2006

Jamaican Journals
In April this year a group of six young people from FURY had the amazing 
opportunity to visit Jamaica and see for themselves the tremendous work

 done by Christian Aid partners. 
The trip was organised through the Commitment for Life Programme. 

The group raised much of the cost themselves and are now 
embarking on talks and presentations all over the country.

J amaica: before the trip when I heard the name I 
would have pictured a lush and beautiful island with 
attractive scenery and a rich culture.

The reality though is not so enchanting. The island is a 
stunning and beautiful place and in some areas there is 
some divine scenery, but when you see the other side of 
Jamaica and begin to learn that inside this lavish country 
there is major poverty and people in desperate need of 
help, your view radically changes.

Throughout the trip we received talks from the partners 
on how they are helping the local people. Although it was 
inspiring to hear what they do, it was even more inspiring 
when we went out to actually see the different projects 
that they run. We talked to the people benefiting from the 
projects’ work, and saw that these partners are making a 
big difference.

On the Friday when we went to see the work of Jamaica 
AIDs Support for Life (JASL), I got the opportunity to talk 
to Lynton who was living with HIV and who had been 
introduced to the work of JASL. Through JASL’s lifestyle 
programme he is now going to a high school, doing a three 
year course in electronics and has also been put into the 
candle-making scheme.

He said to us, ‘JASL has taken me from the grave and 
given me a second life. I am very grateful.’ This is exactly 
what not just JASL, but all of the partners that we visited are 
doing for so many people; these organisations are giving 
the people of Jamaica hope and ambition for the future.

Jonny Flint, Dorking URC

WITH GRAM SALLY, DAUNETTE, GRAM, JENNY AND JONNY. DAUNETTE WELLINGTON, 
A NURSE AT JASL, VISITED MANY OF OUR CHURCHES IN NOVEMBER 2005

CREDIT: LINDA MEAD

W hilst at Jamaica AIDS Support for Life (JASL) we 
met a lady working there, this is Sandra’s story. 

Sandra has been working at JASL since 1999 
and finds it very enjoyable. She especially loves working 
at the candle-making project. Sandra gets involved in any 
way she can in most of the activities hosted by JASL. She 
visits churches and speaks to them about HIV/AIDS, which 
in Jamaica is a very brave thing to do. She has a son of 19, 
who is currently studying law at university level. He is her 
pride and joy. She didn’t know she had the virus until 1999 
when her husband, who was a security guard working for 
the embassy in Jamaica, was hit one day and died. Sandra’s 
husband had not told her he had HIV so when he died she 
went to be tested at JASL and found out that she too was 
HIV+. Her son however is not.

Sandra felt sure she could confide in her father but he 
told people that she had the infection and warned them 
not to eat her cooking or even play with her son in case 
they contracted HIV. This hurt Sandra a lot as her son is 
everything to her – and her own father, because he didn’t 
understand about HIV, was making the problems worse. 

Sandra is just one example of the people helped by JASL. 
They raise awareness of HIV so that stigmatism in Jamaica 
can be lessened. Thanks to them, people like Sandra get 
support when they need it. They hope to prevent Sandra’s 
experiences being repeated. 

Josh Thomas, Hayling Island URC
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Jamaican Journals

A fter one long flight with some rather interesting 
food, we finally made it to Jamaica. We walked off 
the steps straight into the outdoors; the heat hit 

you immediately. My jeans sticking to me with a fleece and 
jumper hanging off my arms and waist, I felt a tourist to be 
sure. The immediate shock over, a smile was permanent on 
my face and didn’t leave till the trip was over! 

Each of the partners had a different impact on me, but 
there were two stories that really heated a passion in me. 
Firstly, at the Women’s Outreach Resource Centre (WROC), 
we visited Paulette Pinnock. She keeps chickens to make a 
living. Watching her struggle to survive it’s hard to believe 
how lucky I am. The money we had between us could have 
paid for chicken feed for a month! 

The second partner was Jamaica AIDs Support for Life 
(JASL) in Kingston. Talking to Annesha, a girl of 26, was what 
affected me most. She has known of her HIV+ status for three 
years after her husband died from a shooting. She was also 
left with three children. She decided to go completely public 
and is now the face of JASL to teach others about the disease. 

How I moan about small colds and insignificant cuts 
and bruises, which 
seem so pathetic 
now compared to 
what she must have 
been and is going 
through. Now I feel 
the need to make 
the most of each 
day. 

Jenny Pryde
Westborough URC 

T he grass is 
scorched and 
rusty brown, 

an old tyre lies baking 
in the heat, a chicken 
clucks its way across 
our path. There’s a mat-
tress hiding some sort of 
entrance, a disused piece 
of furniture, some steps, 
a roof. Somebody lives 
here. It’s a house. It’s a 
home. No television, no 
broadband and no bath-
room. Paulette Pinnock 
lives here, in the village 
of Botany Bay.

Paulette greets us with 
a warm but nervous smile as she welcomes ten strangers 
into her back garden. Paulette, a single parent, has four chil-
dren and five grandchildren living with her and supports 
four of those grandchildren. When asked what she does 
for a living Paulette steps back and points to the coop that 
houses 450 chickens, ‘I rear chickens here in my yard’ she 
replies. 

Paulette rears young chicks for around six weeks, slaugh-
ters them herself, sells them on and then starts the whole 
process all over again. If she’s lucky, she just about man-
ages to scrape a living that means she can feed, clothe and 
house her family. Paulette faces many adversities; from 
being ripped off by the big companies that supply her 
chicks to the annual hurricanes. A broad smile emerges 
again from Paulette as she explains that she gets help from 
Women’s Resource Outreach Centre (WROC).

The Government recently introduced legislation which 
prevents people from slaughtering chickens in their back 
yards. WROC is helping to build a centralised slaughter-
house right here in Botany Bay that conforms to the new 
legislation. The raw materials for this cost £5,000. The men 
of the village are providing the labour. 

There’s pride in this woman’s voice as she tells us that all 
she wants to do is make it for herself. She doesn’t want to 
live off handouts. But she does need help overcoming these 
adversities so she can make it for herself. WROC help her do 
this. Christian Aid is WROC’s biggest sponsor. 

Gareth Jones, Egerton URC

Permission to use story and photo given by Jamaicans for Justice

Jamaicans for Justice is a non-profit, 
non-partisan, non-violent, volunteer 
citizens’ rights action group, founded in 
1999. It advocates fundamental change 
in all spheres of Jamaican life – judicial, 
economic, social and political – in order to 
improve the lives of Jamaican citizens.
Commitment for Life is the recommended 
way for the URC to support Christian Aid. 
To book a talk by any of the group please 
contact:

Linda Mead
lmeadcforl@gmail.com 01702 315981
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Jamaican Journals

W hen I first heard that Christian Aid and Com-
mitment For Life supported organisations in 
Jamaica I was a little shocked because the only 

images of Jamaica that I had seen were of sunny beaches, 
palm trees and rich holiday resorts, I had no idea that there 
was another side to the country where people were living 
in such poverty. Walking down dusty streets lined with 
rusty corrugated iron where families live in ramshackle 
houses was an eye opening experience. Having access to 
free health care and education should be everyone’s basic 
human rights, but in Jamaica these are things you have to 
pay for if you want them. When I met people living in these 
conditions, I expected them to be extremely unhappy and 
negative about life. However, the overwhelming feeling I 
got from everyone I met was a positive, uplifting feeling 
of hope. For me this was the most inspiring message that I 
have brought back from my trip – that, thanks to Christian 
Aid partners, these people who are living in such poverty, 
struggling against the stigmas people place on them, are 
positive about life and full of hope.

Sally Maddison, Bullwell URC

Janice was a girl of 13 
who lived in Trench 
town, which is one of 

the roughest areas of King-
ston. On April 14th 2000, she 
and her elder sister had to 
go to the local shop. On the 
way, a gang fight started with 
shots being fired overhead. 
Janice and her sister were 
caught in the crossfire and 

dropped to the floor. Her sister saw a police car pull up and 
an officer get out just as there was a cease-fire. Janice got up 
to run but her sister tried to pull her back down. As Janice 
got up once more her sister saw the police officer pull out 
his gun and aim a single shot at her back, saying afterwards 
that she looked like a young boy. He refused to take them to 
the hospital because her blood would ‘nasty-up’ the car. It 
took Janice’s sister half an hour to find someone that would 
take them to the hospital. However on the way Janice died. 
90% of people with the same injury who receive appropriate 
treatment survive. Janice’s mother, Millicent Forbes, was con-
tinually threatened by the police after the incident, as was 
her family. When the case finally came to court on March 15 
2004, the jury found that the firearm register had been burnt 
at the police station, the witness was away and unlikely to 
return and no proper identification parade was held. 

Christian Aid’s partner ‘Jamaicans for Justice’ took up Jan-
ice’s case. There is still no closure 6 years on.

Jenny Platt, Bamford Chapel URC

A matter of faith 

O ne night I was trying to go to sleep, I 
decided to clean my room. Under my bed 
I found an old church magazine from April 

1969. It was funny reading it, as it was similar to my 
local church’s magazine for this month, however I 
didn’t recognise any of the names. 

In 2008, my local church will be celebrating 100 
years of the church building. But this brought up the 
question to me what does the church mean to me? 
Well, it’s a meeting place where everyone has the 
same aim but different routes, and all we can do is 
try them. 

In the deacon’s letter in this magazine he wrote, 
‘while we can look at certain areas where we can’t 
claim that we’ve been successful in all we have tried 
to do, we can look at certain areas where success has 
been attained.’ Can this be applicable to the chang-
ing church today?

My local church in Loughborough is welcoming, 
comforting, infuriating, fun, laughter and arguments. 
This sounds to me like a family. Whatever the church 
goes through it will only strengthen our spiritual side. 

The church is the rock to my faith; for example 
youth weekends, FURY, meeting, and services. But 
the main thing to remember is that the church is 
wherever god’s people are meeting. 

People have many different talents musical, writ-
ing, and flower arranging, talking, making cakes but 
most importantly just being there. We all have our 
moans about the church but it's good to have these 
complaints. It just shows we are all different. What-
ever happens God loves us and is always there for us. 

Don’t worry if your church doesn’t have a projec-
tor or have many young people. Always look on the 
bright side. People are there for you, and you are 
receiving spiritual nourishment. Always remember 
the church includes all Christians from all denomina-
tions, so not just your local one but all of them. 

What does the church mean to you? What have 
you gained and what have you given?

Belinda Edney, FURY Communications Group
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Dirty Aid, Dirty Water
Over a sixth of the world’s population do not have access 
to clean water, which means that nearly 6,000 children die 
every day because of the water they are forced to drink. Eve-
ryone should have the right to clean, inexpensive water and 
FURY want to give our support to the World Development 
Movement’s Campaign – Dirty Aid, Dirty Water. 

At FURY Assembly, it was agreed that we would back this 
campaign as a continuation of the MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY 
campaign in 2005. An astonishing amount of people die 
every year because they do not have access to clean water 
and lack basic sanitation. Much of UK aid money is under-
stood to be trying to change this. It is being ploughed into 
funding privatisation of water supplies, and promoting this 
as the only solution. This often doesn’t work. 

But what is water privatisation? All water previously was 
provided by each country’s government resources, but 
now the struggling governments in less developed coun-
tries are unable to apply for aid until they privatise the 
water supply. This means that external, private companies 
take over responsibility for the treatment, distribution and 
maintenance of the water and the system. However, rather 
than create these companies within the country, the poorer 
countries are forced to use companies already in existence, 
and most of the contracts are to companies in the UK or 
US. There are three main reasons mentioned by the World 
Development Movement why the privatisation of water sup-
plies repeatedly fails:
L the profits are siphoned off to shareholders, instead of 

reinvested into the system.
L companies put up prices for the water, so that they can 

make profits. This leads to the consumers in the develop-
ing countries having to choose between water and other 
essentials like food, education and shelter. 

L private companies being bailed out with very large 
amounts of public money and therefore increasing the 
debt problems for poor countries. 

Why are we paying out aid to large companies and 
neglecting the developing world? Why are our Government 
not seeing the bigger picture? We, as a nation, must stop 
failing the poor. FURY’s drive behind MAKEPOVERTYHIS-
TORY is not dead; this is its continuation into 2006. 

To find out more about how to support this campaign, 
please visit www.wdm.org.uk 

Louisa Weeks, Southern Synod
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4-7  What Do You Think?, University of Exeter

7-10  General Assembly, University of Exeter

AUGUST 2006
4-14  Visit to Israel/Palestine

SEPTEMBER 2006 
15-17  FURY Council/Youth & Children’s Work 

  Committee, Kings Park, Northampton

22-24  14-18 Forum, Coopers Mill, Wyre Forest

29-1  18-26 Forum, London

OCTOBER 2006
3-5  Mission Council, All Saints, St Albans

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES…..
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H ow often do you stop, sit down and chill out? Life is busy and 
it’s sometimes difficult to say no when people ask you to do 
things, or join something else, or take something up. Being busy 

isn’t a bad thing, but it’s often the things that seem unimportant that get 
pushed aside.

How important is taking time to relax? To take the time to calm down 
and enjoy God’s company? Really really really important! The Bible tells us 
that it is in the stillness that we sense God and can connect with him. God 
offers us a real relationship with him, made possible by Jesus’ death on the 
cross and this relationship must be like any other – one that works both 
ways… It’s like prayer – it shouldn’t be a one way thing, with us telling God 
what’s bothering us, saying sorry, saying thank you then saying amen; it’s 
actually just as important for us to listen out for what God wants to tell US!

This isn’t as easy as it sounds. We never know how or when God’s going 
to start communicating with us. We have to take time out to be with God, 
listen to what HE says when we pray and most of all be patient. So listen 
out for God’s call, but be warned – it may well change your world…

Isobel Simmons is FURY Chair 2006-7

This article is a version of a talk first given at a youth service at Digbeth-in-the-Fields URC in Yardley, Birmingham.

Take time to relax
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f2: So Chris what does the job of sec-
retary to Council involve you doing?

Chris- Mostly my job involves keeping 
in contact with all of the members of 
Council. This includes sending out the 
calling notices for meetings and working 
out who is able to come. Additionally 
I often take the minutes and help with 
various administrative issues. I’ll also be 
manning the office at FURY Assembly

f2: What is the worst part of the job? 

CG: Making sure I get all the replies from 
my emails. Often it can be hard getting 
in contact with everyone for a number 
of reasons.

f2: How did you get the job of secre-
tary?

CG: Each year Council appoints within 
itself a Secretary and Treasurer and after 
much thought I volunteered myself for 
the role.

f2: What do you currently do in your 
spare time away from Council?

CG: Mostly I’m spending time out and 
about in Aberystwyth with friends, or 
watching one of my numerous DVDs. I’m 
also looking to become more involved in 
Scouts again.

f2: What is your favourite movie?

CG: There are quite a few films that I 
really enjoy but I’d have to say that Singin’ 
in the Rain has to be the best. It’s a film 
that you can watch in any mood and by 
the end you’ll be happy and singing-
along, or that could just be me.

f2: Describe a typical day in your life

CG: Having finally surfaced, I head up the 
hill to the university. In between lectures 
and seminars I’m normally found in the 
Arts Centre café attempting to read a 
book for my course. In reality I’m nor-

mally staring out the window either peo-
ple watching or looking out to sea. In the 
evening I make dinner during Neighbours 
(it’s a cool show, honest) and either go 
out for the evening to the pub or watch 
a film/TV.

f2: What thing individual to Chris 
Gill do you aim to bring to meetings?

CG: I like to think of myself as an ‘ideas 
man’, as such I enjoy trying to think of 
solutions to the problems and issues that 
come to the meetings

f2: How will the restructuring of 
FURY directly concern you?

CG: As the URC Guide Scout Fellowship 
(URCGSF) representative on Council, the 
restructuring will see me out of a job but 
I hope to see a revitalisation of the way 
the youth organisations interact with 
FURY. As Secretary, my position will now 
be appointed directly by Assembly and I 
will sit on the FURY Executive.

f2: If you were trapped on a desert 
island what would be two things 
you’d take with you?

CG: I’d have to take the novel Les Mis-
érables by Victor Hugo. It was a huge 
achievement for me to finally finish 
reading it; the story and characters are 
enthralling. It’s length would help while 
away the long hours. I suppose on a 
practical level my multi-tool Leatherman 
would come in handy.

f2: What are you studying at  
university?

CG: I’m studying International Politics 
with Intelligence Studies at the University 
of Wales, Aberystwyth. Unfortunately 
not a study into being intelligent it looks 
at politics in the international arena with 
certain modules focusing on the histo-
ries of the intelligence agencies such as 

the CIA, KGB and MI5.

f2: What is your favourite word?

CG: Groovy.

f2: What are the similarities and dif-
ferences between your job and that 
of an ordinary secretary?

CG: There are quite a few similarities in 
that I take minutes at meetings, and keep 
in contact with the members of Council. 
For differences I don’t man the phones 
or write out letters that are dictated to 
me. 

f2: What is the worst job you’ve ever 
had?

CG: I used to have a paper round for 
a good few years delivering the local 
paper every Wednesday. Used to hate 
it but kept thinking of the money. The 
papers were big and came with loads 
of leaflets that I needed to sort our prior 
to heading off to deliver 150 or so, in all 
sorts of weather.

f2: Who do you most admire? 

CG: May sound clichéd but I’d have to 
say Jesus. Just recently I’ve been reading 
parts the Gospels and it occurs to me 
just how inspiring He is as a man. As my 
article in this issue of f2 discusses; I see 
Him as a revolutionary who taught great 
values. He was the Son of God but also in 
the flesh just a man and it is that which I 
find most inspiring.

f2: What are your future ambitions 
for FURY?

CG: I see the restructure as a good 
chance for FURY to get re-engaged with 
young people at a local level. I also hope 
us to engage young people in youth 
events but also to get involved in Church 
activities for all ages to revitalise the 
nature of the Church as a family.

This time in f2 we caught up with Chris Gill, who has recently been 
appointed to the position of Secretary of FURY Council.

The 
Interview

f2


