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Hi everyone, welcome to this packed edition of f2 reporting back over this years FURY Assembly. We also have news of 
events happening within the URC over the next few months and how you can get involved! 

Enjoy and God bless, 
Josh and Sarah

Globalistic
An exciting inter-church and Christian Aid youth event – see www.Globalistic.net

T his event will take place at Buckland Monochoram residential centre (between Tavistock and Plymouth)
 – over the week of Saturday 29th July to Saturday 5th August 2006

We shall spend the week exploring world development issues by looking at what life is like in 
‘SENEGAL, West Africa’ as a specific example. 

We will be responding to what we discover by creating a ‘road show’ using art/drama/music/video etc etc

The resulting ‘road show’ will be performed at the end of the week to an invited audience and, 
hopefully, later to local churches around the region. 

There is also a strong possibility of the ‘road show’ being performed at Greenbelt 2006 in the Christian Aid tent.

This event is for young people 16 to 19 years who have an interest in ‘world development’ issues and some ability/
interest in arts/drama/music/video making/creative writing etc

We are looking to recruit approximately 40 young people from all Christian 
denominations/Organisations in the South West – each denomination having 

a quota of approximately SIX places

We are therefore looking for SIX young people from the 
URC SW Synod to 

invite to take part in this VERY exciting event.

Cost – £100 per person (plus travel to Buckland – and possibly Greenbelt 
[optional]) – Publicity and application forms out in February 2006 – for more 

information and to nominate someone we might invite…
please contact Ivan Andrews 01392 411861 or email igandrews@eclipse.co.uk

Greenbelt 2005
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entertainment

O n Saturday 28th January 06, at FURY Assembly, 
we were joined by several acts from across the 
country to provide entertainment for all members 

of FURY Assembly. The evening opened with a local band 
from Birmingham, Dirty Blonde, who played an excellent 
slot, we then followed with a game of Bingo, led by Mark 
from FURY council, with prizes such as small chocolaty 
goodness and big chocolaty goodness. We were then 
joined by Mister Nervosa, a fantastic comedian, It’s-a crazy! 
who had all of Assembly in stitches, he provided an amaz-
ing act. The evening then closed with KATO, a truly amazing 
Christian band. It was a fantastic evening of entertainment. 

Take a look at the forum (www.fury.org.uk) to see what 
other people thought of the evening and post your own 
views. God Bless, 

MARK STEEL, FURY COUNCIL

FURY Assembly 2006
elections

D uring the weekend at FURY Assembly several 
elections took place to various different posts 
within the FURY organisation. Here is a list of those 

elected and to what post they will be serving.

FURY chair elect 

Andy Littlejohns – Andy is studying for his A-levels at Cat-
erham School and has previously done a great job as the 
FURY treasurer. He is very much looking forward to getting 
his teeth into his new job as FURY chair elect. 

FURY Assembly Representative to Mission Council 
and General Assembly 

Sara Paton – In her previous job as secretary for FURY 
council Sara did a fantastic job and we know she’ll hold the 
same high standards in this new position. 

Assembly elected reps to FURY council 

Lizzie King – Lizzie has been involved for many years now 
in FURY as an organisation but felt now was her time to do 
that extra bit more for FURY. 

James Wickens – Again James has been involved in FURY 
for a couple of years and felt he could do something more 
to help. He is doing his degree at Manchester University. 

Craig Hollingsbee – Craig is from the Wessex synod and 
feels that he will be able to do a great job on FURY Council. 

FURY Communications Group 

Howard Corbett – Howard is an enthusiastic musician and 
has been involved in Wessex Summer camp for a number 
of years, he is looking forward to making FURY that little bit 
more accessible to young people. 

Belinda Edney – Belinda is studying for her GCSEs in the 
Midlands. She is very keen to make FURY more accessible. 

JOSH THOMAS, EDITOR AND CHRIS GILL, SECRETARY FOR FURY COUNCIL

a first timers perspective

A ttending FURY Assembly for the first time this year, 
I arrived with a feeling of great curiosity about the 
whole event. From the schedule to the evening’s 

entertainment, I was yet to find out what the weekend had 
in store. Fortunately, the first thing on the agenda was din-
ner. This allowed time for everyone to relax and gave flex-
ibility in arrival times as people were coming from many 
different areas, some of whom travelling a lot further than 
others.

Expecting to recognise half a dozen or so faces, I ven-
tured forth into dinner… only to find that they had yet to 
arrive. Time to meet some new people then!! Legends tell 
of the friendliness of everyone at FURY events and my expe-
rience has shown that to be true, yet meeting a room full of 
new people is almost always a daunting task. Everyone did 
however, live up to the reputation and seemingly random 
people were more than happy to help and try to answer the 
many questions I had lined up.

With regards to discussion and motions and all things 
apparently ‘important’, these were held as a relatively for-
mal affair, largely in an attempt to delay chaos, yet with 
flexibility where necessary in order to allow all points to be 
raised should the format of debate impede progress. One 
mock-motion was held as a demonstration and once eve-
ryone understood the format, it was time to get down to 
business. With so many points raised, ideas thrown around 
and voting cards flying left, right and centre, it was not long 
before the backs of the unused FURY Assembly forms were 
completely full – and that included notes on the proceed-
ings, not just the games of hang-man.

Entertainment took different forms over the two eve-
nings. The first night involved quizzes and videos yet 
somewhere during the proceedings, time was found to 
subject everyone to the humour and, at times, the vocal 
talents of various members of the FURY Council, neither 
of which myself, nor many of the other people attending, 
have fully recovered from. The second night was filled with 
everything from live music to the comedian and magician. 
Everyone enjoyed and gave positive responses to the enter-
tainment and it was discussed long, long into the night and 
through the early hours of morning.

To summarise, the event ran extremely smoothly for 
something so vast and varied and credit should be given to 
the organisers for that. Allowing for people travelling any-
where from a couple of miles to several hundred, fitting so 
much into the time allowed and providing entertainment, 
making the event run and keep some form of structure was 
quite an achievement. An achievement which I also wish 
to experience next year… although perhaps fitting some 
sleep-time in between about 11pm and 7am may be in 
order.

HOWARD CORBETT, FCG
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a group

the final creation

FURY Assembly 2006
in pictures...
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Business as usual...

Gareth being bossy

Gareth gets dramatic

Messing about with clay



f2p4
email f2 at f2@fury.org.uk

April 2006

FURY Assembly 2006
workshops

A t FURY Assembly 2006, there were various work-
shops. There was a Drama workshop which 
explored how contemporary issues that are rel-

evant to everyday life can be brought to the stage. Sec-
ondly there was ‘Messing around with Clay’ with the Revd 
Brenda Moore, who was our Chaplain for the weekend. 
Also there was a chance to find the Christian perspective 
on drugs, including high sugar drinks, in the ‘Drugs Aware-
ness’ workshop. Explaining the injustices of the trade rules 
was the theme in the Commitment for Life workshop. John 
Brown and Leo Roberts led a workshop explaining 'Alter-
native ways of Worship'. Finally there was the one which I 
attended and that was about the ministry. It was led by the 
Revd Christine Craven. 

I had been curious before Assembly about how to get in 
to the ministry and here my questions were answered and 
it also showed me that ministers are not just in a Church but 
there in every day life like being in the workplace. The main 
issue that was addressed was candidating. This explored 
the person’s call in order to recognise individual qualities 
and to identify the potential to acquire further skills and 
knowledge through training. Firstly you will talk to the 
moderator or provincial candidating officer. You will need 
to be commended by your local Church and District Coun-
cil. You will finally attend a national assessment conference 
and then you will attend a provincial interview. 

 The stages of candidating seem scary but they assured 
us that people and God will be there to look after us all the 
way. 

 If you feel the sense of call discuss it with your friends 
and your minister. You don’t have to be a full time minister 
there are other options as well. You can be a Lay Preacher.

 Overall I found it very useful. It inspired me to talk and 
pray about it more.

BILLIE EDNEY, FCG 

the motions

FURY Assembly this year brought many various dif-
ferent motions to reality. The most significant of the 
motions brought to Assembly involves a complete 

restructure in the way FURY as an organisation is run. Basi-
cally as of FURY Assembly 2007 everything will change, no 
longer will there be a FURY chair but in its place a FURY 
Moderator to bring us more into line with the URC and 
General Assembly as a whole, we will also now have a 
FURY advisory board consisting of FURY Moderator, FURY 
Moderator Elect, a task group with members of FURY 
bringing resolutions to life and a FURY Executive (set up 
of people who have brought motions to the task group 
throughout the year.) The change is aimed to bring us 
more in line with the URC as a whole and will be beneficial 
in doing so. 

Over the weekend other motions of great importance 
were passed, for example the declaration of a safe church. 
This motion stated that we as FURY support the URC being 
a safe church and not tolerating any kind of abuse, not just 
sexual as discussed at General Assembly earlier last year. 

Throughout the weekend many important motions were 
discussed, on the Saturday we were joined by Linda Mead 
from Commitment for Life and a motion was passed stating 
that FURY Assembly will be enthusiastically active in the 
continuing fight to MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY through this 
year’s Commitment for Life campaign against Dirty Water. 
FURY Assembly tasks (1) FURY Council to approach Com-
mitment for Life for resources including group activities to 
be spread around the synods; (2) Synod Representatives 
to ensure these resources are issued in Synod meetings in 
every synod alongside, during or after the planned activi-
ties and (3) FURY members to be write letters to local MPs 
using their resources to make sure this campaign is heard 
with support from WDM. 

The final motion discussed and passed was ‘The Tobin 
Tax Motion’. It stated that FURY Assembly reaffirms its long 
lasting support for Stamp Out Poverty, and pledges to help 
campaign for the introduction of the Sterling Stamp Duty 
(SSD).
Therefore, members of FURY will, wherever possible:
¸  Write letters to and lobby MPs in support of the SSD and 

other innovative sources of finance
¸ Raise awareness of the SSD within local churches and 

communities
¸ Support Stamp Out Poverty, where appropriate, with 

any events or gatherings in support of the SSD and 
other innovative sources of finance.

FURY Assembly met to discuss all of these issues and 
to try to pass them and throughout the weekend we suc-
ceeded in passing these motions to help make a difference 
where we can.

JOSH THOMAS, EDITOR

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES…
APRIL 2006

Jamaica Visit with CfL/CA

JUNE 2006
9-10 Youth & Children’s 

Work Committee, 
Windermere

JULY 2006
4-7 What Do You Think?, 

University of Exeter

7-10 General Assembly, 
University of Exeter

AUGUST 2006
4-14 Visit to Israel/

Palestine

SEPTEMBER 2006 
15-17  FURY Council/

Youth & Children’s 
Work Committee, 
Kings Park, 
Northampton

22-24  14-18 Forum, 
Coopers Mill, 
Wyre Forest

29-1  8-26 Forum, 
Coopers Mill, 
Wyre Forest
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Mission Means Me weekend
‘Worship’
This was the 6th MMM weekend so far and brought around 
70 young people from around East Midlands synod came to 
the Frontier Centre in Irthlingborough, Northamptonshire, 
for an action-packed weekend looking at ‘Worship’.

We arrived on the Friday night and took part in our first 
session in which learning songs from around the world with 
Maggie Hamilton, which was great fun!

Saturday beheld more activity with us splitting into two 
groups and doing activities: one group did archery, abseil-
ing and a high-rope challenge, and the other completed a 
labyrinth and artwork with Jenny Baker, to do with things 
which had given a positive input to our Christian lives so far 
(like FURY and MMM weekends). These groups swapped 
activities later so that everyone could have a go at every-
thing.

In the afternoon we arranged ourselves in groups (Drama, 
Art, Singing, Prayers, Dance, etc.) to plan the worship for 
Sunday, before the evening entertainment, which was a 
GREAT disco by Gus Webb! 

Sunday came much too quickly and after we had finished 
our final preparations worship began after lunch. It was 
wonderful to see everyone come together and bring their 

talents and fresh ideas to worship. Altogether this was a fan-
tastic weekend – thank you to our YCTWDO, Colin Udall, for 
organising it! We can’t wait for the next one!

TAMARA OATES, DERBY

17th-19th February 2006

Photos:

Archery 
(above)

reflection 
(right)

A letter from Steve Pryor
As many of you will know, at FURY Assembly I decided 
to resign from my position as joint Chair-Elect, and feel 
that it is only fair that you, FURY, know the reasons why. In 
essence, I resigned because I feel that the United Reformed 
Church has not been offering me what I am after in a church 
(nationally or locally). I have not as such moved to a differ-
ent denomination, but simply moved into a local church in 
which I feel comfortable.

My faith has grown and changed immensely since I stood 
for election a year or so ago. As part of this I have devel-
oped a far more evangelical view and interpretation of the 
Bible than I have found to be evident within the URC. It is 
very difficult when talking about a denomination because 
every church in it will have different views and interpreta-
tions, thus making it hard to label the denomination with a 
particular theology. However, in the URC there does seem 
to be a clear tendency towards the more liberal end of the 
spectrum. I feel that this has resulted in large parts of the 
denomination parting from some areas of Biblical teaching. 
This is not to say that any denomination or individual church 
is perfect: that is simply untrue. There are however, other 
churches that have a similar interpretation to me, and strive 
to protect Biblical teaching at all times. 

Due to reasons similar to the above and others I have also 
stopped attending a United Reformed Church at the local 
level. 

Therefore, there are two main reasons for my decision 
to resign. The first is to give me theological piece of mind. 
It makes no sense to me to remain in a church when I feel 
there are other churches that are remaining truer to the 
Bible. It makes even less sense to remain in a position that is 
supposed to be representative of the denomination when 
there are some fundamental issues that the denomination 
and I seem to be at odds over. 

The second is that I do not feel that I can be representative 
of the views of the majority of young people within the URC. 
In the position of Chair, I think that is important. This is espe-
cially the case as I am no longer attending a URC. 

Having said all this, the URC and FURY have been a large 
part of my life until now. I have enjoyed my time immensely, 
had some wonderful experiences and met some fantastic 
people. I want to thank all of you within FURY for the sup-
port I have received, and wish all of you the very best of luck 
in the coming years. Also, they are a great bunch of people 
on Council, and it has been a privilege and pleasure to know 
and work with them. Particularly, I wish all the best to Isobel, 
the current Chair, and hope that she has an enjoyable and 
fruitful year ahead. 

These will be exciting times to be a member of FURY, and I 
hope and pray that you can do God’s work into the future. 

In Christ,
STEVE
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Taste
Hi, we trust all is well at URC Youth Office. You may recall 
that we exchanged emails etc about TASTE youth church, 
F2, and other youthy matters. As requested I have put 
together a few points on how The Lord has blessed us, how 
TASTE works, lessons we have learned along the way. Also I 
am responding to your request in Reform letters Oct 05 for 
information that can be passed on to FURY and other URC 
groups. Here is some info:
1.  TASTE is our youth church in Tadley, encompassing all 

local denominations, reaching church and non church 
young people in the town. It’s happening every Sunday 
evening 7-9pm, in the town community centre, provid-
ing a ‘neutral’ venue. We recently celebrated our second 
birthday. We find that between 30 and 80 young people 
attend each week. We also have some disabled adults 
attend regularly from a local care home.

2. TASTE each week is different, but usually includes, wor-
ship led by a worship band, dancers, fun ‘warm up’, 
prayer, teaching on the Christian Faith, discussion on cur-
rent topics, tuck shop, DVDs, etc.

3. The band practice every week and play most Sundays. 
They have also played at The National Methodist Youth 
Conference, Salisbury Football Stadium and countless 
churches and Christian events. There are around 15 
young people involved with the band at various times of 
the year, and they play a mixture of styles from hymns to 
rock, the preferred style for most TASTEs is modern wor-
ship songs from leaders such as Tim Hughes, Delirious?, 
Hillsongs etc. The band have a CD out called Stand Out of 
their own compositions (price £5 if you want one !)

4. The TASTE dancers are a group of around 10 girls who 
express their love of Jesus in worship dance. They too 
have led worship through dance at many events, secular 
and Christian, indoor and outdoor, alongside the band.

5. All of the band and dancers are under 20, committed 
Christians who love Jesus and want to share their faith 
with others. They practice for an hour each week before 
TASTE on a Sunday evening.

6. Other key groups in TASTE include IT/Logistics, Market-
ing and Prayer, and each of the main five groups are led 
by at least one young person and an adult.

7. We have had other events linked to TASTE, including 
24hr famines, community work (see Reform Dec 05) 
band playing at Community Christmas events, many 
school assemblies at four secondary schools, outreach at 
the local skatepark, worship training, visits to Hillsongs 
Church in London, Souls Survivor in the summer, and 
loads of other things, too many to mention!

8. In January we will start YOUTH ALPHA @ TASTE for the 
first time.

9. Every three months we join together with other Christian 
Youth groups in Basingstoke (our nearest large town) for 
a worship event we call B UNITED. We have run this event 
four times in various venues, and have around 200 teen-

agers worshipping God, and bringing many non-Chris-
tian friends to experience the joy of following Jesus.

10.  We have loads of photos and videos, plus the CD that we 
can send to you if required for articles and publicity.

How have we achieved all this in two years? The Holy 
Spirit inspired a few young and senior people to start TASTE, 
and has kept us inspired ever since. One of the main facets 
of TASTE is that we believe that the Lord delights when we 
use our talents for Him, and this has been borne out by 
the young people coming to know Jesus as their personal 
saviour and friend then going on to lead groups, speaking, 
helping, learning new skills, gaining confidence and in some 
cases already going on to university and other churches 
where they lead and help with Christian groups.

Our outreach and mission has led to great relations with 
local councils, schools and other community groups, we 
have been into schools, helped pensioners, worshipped at 
playgrounds and skateparks, provided free BBQs in the com-
munity and many other exciting methods of outreach.

Prayer is a major factor, the Prayer team meets regularly 
and prays before each week at TASTE. We have prayer 
events and prayer centred activities around areas such as 
The Persecuted Church (how about something in F2 about 
the disgusting persecution of Christians in Saudi Arabia, 
China, North Korea, Columbia etc).

Funding has not been a hurdle, local churches have been 
generous, and the local council pays half of our weekly Com-
munity Hall hire. We have never taken an offertory at this 
church or asked any of the young people to fund TASTE.

TASTE is not a ‘URC project’ but many URC members are 
part of TASTE, and Tadley URC employ a full time youth 
worker who runs many other local youth activities including 
a youth club that attracts up to 130 teenagers every Friday 
evening.

We at TASTE are trying to help and learn from FURY, just 
like we have worked with and learned from other groups 
such as The Methodist Youth Conference, Basingstoke Com-
munity Church etc. If the URC is to survive and grow in Jesus, 
we believe that the good news of Jesus has to be at the cen-
tre of the efforts of all, and that we should seek to learn from 
those who have followed His teaching. 

GEOFF ALLWRIGHT, TADLEY, VIA EMAIL
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What do you think?

In preparation for General Assembly 2006
July 4th to 7th July 2006
The University of Exeter

4th July
Exploring Evangelism

You can attend for this day only

5th – 7th July
FURY and the business of Assembly

Cost £30 per delegate

For further details contact Heather Latimer or
John Brown at the youth office on
020 7916 8682 or your YCWTDO

What Do You Think? Youth Event

By the time this article is published, I together with six oth-
ers from around the country will be out in Jamaica working 
amongst different organisations and with different people 
for eleven days. We leave for Jamaica on the 31st March fly-
ing from London Gatwick to Kingston, Jamaica. 

Last September I heard of this fantastic opportunity whilst 
at FURY Council In Edinburgh, it has been a life long dream 
of mine to do some overseas work to try and help the lives 
of people elsewhere and just before Christmas last year, 
seven of us heard news that we had been picked to go 
and help do God’s work in Jamaica. 

Whilst there we will be working amongst many different 
organisations such as: JAS – the Jamaican AIDS support net-
work where we will help people in Jamaica suffering from 
the horrendous AIDS and HIV infection. The trip will give us 
the opportunity to make a difference to so many people’s 
lives and to also reflect on our faith amongst new friends 
and the people we will be working with whilst there. 

I would therefore like to publicly thank Commitment for 
Life and in particular Linda Mead for giving us the opportu-
nity to make a difference. I would also like to mention all the 
churches and individuals from across the country who have 
given such generous donations of money needed for us to 

fund our trip. I know I am not just speaking for myself, but 
for everyone involved in the trip; we are extremely grate-
ful for your generosity because without your kindness we 
would not get to take part in this once in a lifetime opportu-
nity to help the people of Jamaica and also to spread God’s 
name.

JENNY PLATT, NORTH WESTERN SYNOD REPRESENTATIVE

Commitment for Life trip to Jamaica 

PH
OT

O: 
CH

RI
ST

IA
N A

ID
/ E

LA
IN

E D
UI

GE
NA

N J
AM

AI
CA



f2p8
take a look at the FURY website at www.fury.org.uk

April 2006

f2: What does your job as Commit-
ment for Life Programme Co-ordina-
tor involve?

Linda: I co-ordinate this successful 
programme by inspiring, resourcing 
and educating our 60 advocates, 620 
churches as well as help the whole 
church to campaign for social justice for 
all God’s people.

f2: What are you hoping to achieve 
during your time in the job?

L: That every church sees the need 
to bring justice to the poor and 
marginalized as an integral part of their 
faith, not an added on extra.

f2: What has been your favourite 
part of the job so far?

L: Meeting some amazing inspiring peo-
ple all around the country.

f2: Who is the most interesting per-
son you have met during your time 
in the job?

L: Daunette Wellington, our visitor from 
Jamaica Aids Support for Life, a Christian 
Aid Partner, who visited us last autumn 
to speak about HIV/Aids and the stigma 
attached to this in Jamaica.

f2: What job did you hold prior to 
the Commitment for Life post?

L: I was a deputy head teacher in a large 
Infants school, 360 children aged 4-7. I 
also taught a class and was the SENCO 
(special educational needs co-ordinator). 
Before I had my children I used to work 
in the rag trade as a clothes designer and 
pattern cutter. 

f2: What’s a typical day in the life of 
Linda Mead?

L: That’s the thing about this job, there 
is no such thing as a typical day. I may 
be travelling to meet people, attending 

meetings, replying to emails, organising 
trips, writing resources for the web page, 
planning church services or workshops, 
the list is endless and exciting.

f2: What three possessions would 
you take if you were stranded on a 
desert island?

L: Sketchbook and pencil, bottle of olive 
oil and suncream.

f2: As it’s almost Easter, how do you 
eat your Cadbury’s crème egg?

L: Nibble the top and suck out the filling.

f2: Dinner or Dessert?

L: Dinner –something like warm chicken 
salad. Anything interesting, I love trying 
new tastes.

f2: Your son and daughter help lead 
Theatre week, have you ever consid-
ered yourself as an actress?

L: Absolutely not, I am a back stage per-
son usually making the costumes.

f2: Favourite music?

L: Martyn Joseph, Martin John Nicholls, 
musicals, any song with good heartfelt 
lyrics.

f2: What are the perks of your job?

L: Going to Jamaica with seven talented 
FURY members.

f2: McDonalds or Burger King?

L: Neither , ughhh!!!!!

f2: What do you think your car says 
about you?

L: Safe and careful. Being married to a 
Driving Instructor I must say that.

f2: Do you prefer to travel by train 
or plane?

L: Happy with either. I find it easier to fall 
asleep on a train. I have travelled a lot 

around Europe by train and it just sends 
me to sleep. 

f2: What’s the most interesting 
place you’ve visited?

L: Tanzania about 26 years ago. It was a 
real eye opener. 

f2: What do you HAVE to set the 
video player to record before you go 
out?

L: Judge John Deed.

f2: Do you have any pets?

L: No. We lost our 18 year old cat last 
year and miss her.

f2: What is the most rewarding 
thing about your job?

L: Having the opportunity to tell peo-
ple about the world as it really is and 
to inspire them to make a difference in 
it. I was lucky enough to be born into a 
world of plenty, for 80% of the world that 
is not so. God’s love to me is amazing; I 
want to respond to that love by bring-
ing the vision of God’s Kingdom here on 
earth a little nearer, for all.

f2: What has your experience of 
FURY been so far? 

L: Although my children grew up 
as FURY members and were heavily 
involved in the late nineties, my recent 
connections have been at the latest 
FURY Assembly. I found this a very excit-
ing and stimulating expereince. It was 
great to run a workshop with interested 
and obviously informed people.

This time in f2 we interview Linda Mead, Commitment for Life 
Co-ordinator, and find out some more about what she does.

The 
Interview

f2

Want to know more? 
You can find out all about 

Commitment for Life 
at www.cforl.org.uk


