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FURY Council met at St Colms International House, Edin-
burgh in mid September. St Colms is a training centre for 
students from all over the world, previously having been 
a training centre for missionaries. As usual it was a busy 
weekend, packed full of business, but we also managed to 
fit in a bit of relaxation and fun as a group. 

On the Friday evening we spent time on hearing reports 
back from the sub committees of council to see how far 
work had been done on the FURY Assembly motions and 
how a number of gatherings that had been conducted had 
gone. After this mercifully short initial session, after the 
long journey many of us had taken, we closed with worship 
and retreated to the lounge.

Saturday was a busy day with much time being devoted 
to the Future of FURY paper and the FURY Assembly 2006 
programme. The discussion about the Future of FURY 
paper was thorough and a number of concerns about 
the direction it would take FURY in were raised. These 
concerns were summarised and sent to the Youth & 
Childrens Work Committee which was meeting elsewhere 
at the same time. Much of the afternoon was given 

over to FURY Assembly with many of the details of the 
programme being thrashed out and agreed. Assembly 
looks promising and hopefully we can have more young 
people attending than ever before, as more observer 
places have been created. So if you haven’t got your place 
yet get onto your District Youth Secretary. We also heard 
from FCG and we were introduced to the first ideas for the 
new website which is now available to review on the fury 
site (www.fury.org.uk). After dinner we went on a Ghost 
Tour under Edinburgh. Everyone agreed that, despite 
some suspect stories, a good time was had and it was well 
enjoyed with certain members of Council being more 
jumpy than others.

Sunday was used to finish up the last bits of business 
including the idea of a FURY banner and the matter of the 
FURY fund. We also heard the latest from Commitment 
for Life thanks to information provided by Anne Martin. 
Council then closed with another thought provoking and 
meaningful worship session. Council meets again from the 
9th-11th December.

ANDREW LITTLEJOHNS, FURY COUNCIL

FURY Council
SEPTEMBER 2005

Hello all! 
 In this jam packed edition of f2 we take a look at some of the FURY gatherings that have been happening across the 
country and see how members of FURY have been taking part in various activities to promote God’s name, enjoy! 

Josh Thomas, f2 editor

On Friday the 18th 
November, Gatley 

URC FURY group got 
together and organised 
a night to remember to 
help this years Children 

in Need appeal, here 
are some pictures from 

their event!

Gatley URC
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At FURY Assembly this year, the following motion was 
passed:
Believing that the church is for all ages, FURY Assembly:
a) Should encourage churches to see the Children’s Charter 

as a charter for all ages
b) Asks FURY Council to work with the Youth and Chil-

dren’s Work Committee to look at how they support 
young people and enable them to reach their potential 
as church members, not just FURY members, focusing 
particularly at Assembly, Synod, District and local church 
structures.

c) Asks the church, locally and more widely, to ensure 
activities are available for families embracing people of 
all ages.

d) Challenges each local FURY group to organise an event 
to bring the whole church together with the aim of 
learning and socialising together.

Since then, a group has started working on how to imple-
ment this motion. But what can you do to get involved in 
this motion?

We are challenging every FURY group to organise an event 
which involves the whole of their Church, from members of 
the crèche to the oldest members of your church. Suggested 

things you could do include the 'All Age Olympics' included 
in the Easy Reach Materials box (available from all YCWT-
DOs) and the ideas from the Belonging section in Reform a 
few months ago. And if you’ve already organised one, then 
we want to hear about it – send your photo’s and articles 
into us at f2@fury.org.uk and post them on the website at 
www.fury.org.uk.

We are also hoping that as many FURY members as pos-
sible will get involved in a Kaleidoscope course, which 
encourages you to reflect on your faith and role in the 
church. Details of where these courses are running in your 
local area are available from your YCWTDO (or equivalent).

Whatever you do, we want to know about it! Contact 
details are above.

SARA PATON, FURY COUNCIL

Motion D – Church

JANUARY 
21  Mission Council, Stoneleigh
27-29 FURY Assembly, Pioneer Centre, 

 Kidderminster

FEBRUARY 
3-5  Youth & Children’s Work Committee, 

 Windermere

MARCH

3-5  FURY Council, London
24-26 Mission Council, Swanwick

Dates for your diary...

The wait is nearly over! FURY Assembly 2006 will soon be 
upon us. 

Those of you attending should have received (or be 
receiving) a full programme and book of reports. It 
details everything you need to know about Assembly 
– so read it!!!

FURY Re-structure Proposals

Following last years discussion on the ‘White Paper’ and 
subsequent motion, a working group set to work on 
exploring the possibility of change.

After a year of wider consultations and discussions 
with FURY Council a motion will be put forward at 

Assembly proposing a re-structure of how FURY works at 
a national level. It proposes ‘shaking’ council up so that it 
becomes a more streamlined and efficient body. 

It’s been encouraging to hear people actually talk 
about change within our organisation – it’s like FURY has 
reviewed itself. What we’ve found is that it’s still great as 
it always has been, but it could benefit from a few organ-
isational changes here and there!

Should FURY Assembly find in favour of the proposals, 
FURY Council will start a year long transition to ensure 
the new structure falls into place from Assembly 2007. 

All exciting stuff I’m sure you’ll agree!
GARETH JONES 

FURY CHAIR 2005/6 

FURY Assembly 27-29 JANUARY 
AT THE PIONEER CENTRE, KIDDERMINSTER

www.fury.org.uk

the national FURY 
website
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Theatre Week

T heatre Week is an annual event run by FAITH, 
hope & gaffer tape in which a group of young 
people go away and have only a week to learn, 

rehearse and perform a musical. I first heard about Theatre 
Week at the last FURY Assembly, where they had a work-
shop. I had great fun at the workshop, but the actual event 
seemed far away and I didn’t see myself remembering or 
getting round to getting organised so I could go. Closer to 
the time, a friend of mine started talking about it and telling 
me how great it was, so I went.

I got to the centre quite nervous and not having a clue 
what to expect. The only thing I really knew was that we 
were going to perform Godspell and that the original had 
something to do with hippies and tie-dye! There were lots of 
people already there and, although they were really friendly, 
I felt a bit intimidated because they all seemed to know each 
other really well. Luckily these fears and concerns didn’t last 
long. Pretty soon I felt as though I’d been there for ages and 
was getting on with everybody really well. I still thought 
the mission statement of putting together a performance 
from scratch in a week was exaggerated. I merely assumed 
that the leaders had already planned what they were doing 
with the play and that it was simply a case of dishing out 
the parts. I was very, very wrong. The leaders had done their 
research, but I guess it would not have been possible for 
them to try and create something before they knew who 
was going to be in it.

The first morning the pace really got going. The parts 
were given out and I was quite chuffed with mine (I was 
some guy called Herb, yeah!) and so, the rehearsing went 
underway. Now, this may sound like hard work, and it is. 
Working from 10 till 10 for 5 days solid sounds difficult, and 
to a certain degree it is, but when you at an event like Thea-
tre Week, it does not seem like work. It really is the most 
fun I have ever had whilst working at the same time. Even 
the possibility of not finishing on time just boosted every-
one’s spirits. The one major blow to the momentum we had 
gained was that the support lead had to leave early. Every-
one was sad to see her leave, but at the same time deter-
mined to get on with the show. And so, at around 11:00pm 
Wednesday evening, I was approached and asked to play 
Judas. I agreed, and realised later the colossal task before 
me. Thankfully, Theatre Week only seems to attract great 
people and so there was no end to the amount of support 
I received from everyone. That was the part that made me 
realise what a great event it is.

And so, we put on three brilliant performances and every-
one thoroughly enjoyed themselves in the process. I made 
some lots of brilliant friends there and even more memories 
that I will keep with me for a very long time. I would like to 
thanks everyone involved in Theatre Week, even those who 
transported us and came to watch us, because without the 
amazing enthusiasm from all, I could not see it happening 
as well as it did. I suggest that if you are at all interested 
in drama, you look into coming to a Theatre Week in the 

future. If you want more information about Theatre Week 
or FAITH, hope & gaffer tape then visit their website: www.
gaffertape.biz.

DAVID HARVEY, FURY COUNCIL

Photos from top to bottom:

Lights, camera, action

Those budding actors,

Parable of the Sower

Dance!

The Venue
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f2: What legacy would you like to 
leave FURY after your year as Chair?

Both: We would like to be seen as han-
dling our year in charge well, and mov-
ing FURY forward, but that doesn’t really 
count as a legacy. A year isn’t really long 
enough for legacy building stuff! We 
would certainly like to be remembered 
as being friendly, approachable and gen-
erally nice people, who were representa-
tive of young people in the URC.

f2: Who honestly does the most 
work?

IS: I do! Errr I mean I think we manage 
to split it pretty equally according to our 
talents and interests.
SP: Clearly it’s me! Ummm.. oops. I 
mean, all things considered we do about 
the same overall really. 

f2: With one of you in Durham, and 
the other in Oxford, do you see your-
self splitting duties geographically?

Both: Not really. It could be a factor in 
deciding some things, but the main 
thing will be which one of us wants to 
or can do it. If both of us are willing only 
then will it resort to who’s closest. 

 f2: If you were the president of the 
whole world for a day, what would 
you do?

SP: After sitting and surveying my 
empire for a while I’d try to sort out 
peace in some of the war ridden African 
countries. 
IS: Well firstly I’d Make Poverty History, 
then I think I’d institute a rule that eve-
ryone has to dance like Gareth (Jones, 
FURY Chair 2005-6) purely for my own 
amusement. If you’ve never seen Gareth 
dance then just imagine someone 
throwing themselves madly around and 
you’re pretty much there.

f2: What are you most looking for-
ward to about your year as FURY 
Chair?

IS: FURY Assembly and FURY Council are 
highlights, but I’m also looking forward 
to representing FURY both within the 
URC and outside of it. As well as that, I 
can’t wait to visit other people’s events 
and meet the people who actually ARE 
the youth of the URC. (Hint: Invite me! I’ll 
come!)
SP: I am really looking forward to repre-
senting FURY, and learning more about 
things that go on in local FURY groups. I 
want to meet and get to know as many 
people as possible who haven’t neces-
sarily involved themselves in national 
FURY stuff before. 

f2: What gift(s) does the other have 
which will be most beneficial to the 
position of FURY Chair?

SP: I think Izzy has great intelligence and 
a rational sense of logic. These are very 
useful qualities when it comes to discus-
sions and thinking ideas through.
IS: Steve approaches everything in a 
calm, rational manner and he’s great at 
putting our scattered discussions down 
on paper as a coherent and usable docu-
ment! It also keeps us on track and stops 
me veering off into interesting albeit 
unrelated tangents.

f2: What is the best piece of advice 
you could give to somebody consid-
ering standing as Chair-Elect?

Both: The position probably means 
more work than a lot of people think. It 
takes up an incredible amount of time 
and takes a lot of commitment. If you 
were thinking of standing as Chair-Elect 
it would be vital that you pray about it, 
and also talk it over with people that 
know you and people who know what 

the position requires. Ask them to be 
honest, take their advice seriously and 
don’t be offended or get big headed 
about what they say. 

f2: What’s your favourite joke?

IS: What did the mummy buffalo say to 
her child before he left? ’Bison’. Haha.
SP: All my favourite ones are long. 
Hmmm.. ’Knock, knock’. ’Who’s there?’ 
’Biggish’ ’Biggish who?’ ’Not today 
thanks!’ Oh what a comic genius I am. 

f2: Where in the world would you 
most like to go?

IS: I’d love to return to Latin America.
SP: The west side of Canada. Vancouver 
and the Rockies type area.

f2: The jaffa cake, cake or biscuit?

SP: Ask an obvious question, why don’t 
you? A CAKE.
IS: Clearly a cake, but in eating terms it’s 
a biscuit.

f2: Pop or Classical music?

IS: A bit of everything really, lots of rock, 
punk and ska. At the moment I am lov-
ing classic INXS. I’m trying to educate 
Steve in my music taste, but I’m not sure 
it’s working… 
SP: Classical any day for me.. I dread to 
think how Izzy has answered. 

f2: What is the one trait in the other 
that most irritates you?

IS: The way Steve starts everything he 
says with either ’ummm….’ or ’yeah…’! It 
drives me bonkers!
SP: Umm, yeah.. When I’m a fool, she 
doesn’t suffer me gladly. 

In this edition of f2 we talk to joint FURY chair elects Isobel 
Simmons and Steve Pryor and we ask those questions you should all 
know the answers to before it's too late!

The 
Interview

f2

Want to know more? 
Meet both Steve and Isobel at 
FURY Assembly 2006 at the 

Pioneer Centre, Kidderminster


