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Hello all! 
In this edition of f2 we recall moments from, What do you think? and General Assembly and tell you 
about some of the motions passed and also how FURY got involved at this years General Assembly! 

Enjoy, 
Josh Thomas, f2 editor

General Assembly/WDYT –
looking back

As usual the youth team lead a fun and interesting event before 
General Assembly this year, titled ‘What Do You Think?’ where 
25 FURY members enjoyed three days discussing reports, asking 
questions, playing games and generally having a good time. 

We started the event, however, looking at a motion from 
FURY Assembly 2004, about alternative worship. Jonny Baked 
led this session and began by talking us through a series of 
photographs of different services he had planned and taken 
part in, in two different churches. We then had an open discus-
sion about worship at our home churches, and what we would 
like our perfect church to be. Many people brought up the fact 
that many older people do not like change and prefer the tra-
ditional worship methods, and so we discussed the possibilities 
of having separate services.

Also at ‘What Do You Think?’, we looked at the book of 
reports as a whole before a game of speed dating and a ses-
sion in preparation for worship, lead by Jill Thornton, chaplain 
to the Moderator for this year. Helen Warmington (the URC’s 
MPH Campaign Officer) also visited us for an interesting look 
into the MakePovertyHistory (MPH) campaign including trade 
justice discussions and the resolution being brought regarding 
the MPH campaign this year.

Ray Adams (Deputy General Secretary) led us in an interest-
ing discussion regarding the mission council report where we 
looked, in particular in the ethical investment advisory group 
(EIAG) report including pornography and the declaration on a 
safe church.

We were also lucky to meet Jill Thornton’s friend from Univer-
sity, Pete Collins who lead a very inspiring session using forum 
theatre and looking at the topic of ‘People on the other side’.

When we had just settled into the WDYT environment it was 
time for the start of General Assembly and the campus was 
flooded with a few more members of FURY as well as plenty of 
Church House staff, delegates, observers and important look-
ing people on the platform but WDYT was not drowned. Even 

in the opening worship we were involved in the bringing of let-
ters for a magnificent cross at the front of the business hall and 
also played a big part in the serving of communion.

Throughout assembly FURY’s voice was heard, a discussion 
rarely went passed without input from us ‘under 26’s’ and 
members of FURY were also involved in telling. Our unity didn’t 
end either as we met each night for Oasis sessions (see article 
‘INPUT’) and we were all on the same floor of the same build-
ing along with our youth leaders and (poor guy) Ray Adams! 
Assembly ended with closing worship and once again we 
helped Jill by carrying letters from the cross.

PETER BULLEY, CONVENOR OF FURY COMMUNICATIONS GROUP

GERRY GOODFELLOW, FURY COMMUNICATIONS GROUP

LIZZIE KING, SOUTH EAST LONDON REP TO FURY ASSEMBLY

What do you think?
A letter from Matt Percival – southern synod, thanking the youth 
and children’s work team.

General Assembly was certainly an experience to remember. 
The Company was great and the atmosphere was something 
to remember, especially within the FURY Oasis put together by 
Karen Bulley, Leo Roberts, Mick Maskell and the other YCWT’s. 
A lot of preparation obviously went into every session, and for 
all of the work that went on behind the scenes, often without 
praise or even recognition, on behalf of everybody in attend-
ance thank you, it was greatly appreciated.

 MATTHEW PERCIVAL, SOUTHERN SYNOD

Members of WDYT? 
discuss the General 
Assembly book of 
reports
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During ‘What Do You Think?’ and General Assembly 2005, 
the MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY campaign was one of the most 
prominent areas of discussion. The subject was already 
prominent in the minds of delegates due to the URC’s ongo-
ing support for the cause, as well as the fact that the G8 
summit protest and the Live8 concerts both occurred during 
Assembly in Warwick. 

Issues surrounding poverty were frequently talked about 
during 'What Do You Think?’, and those people in coun-
tries affected by the extreme poverty were thought of, and 
prayed for during this time as we focused on this during our 
morning and evening worship sessions.

 Day two of ‘What Do You Think?’ included a talk from 
Helen Warmington (MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY Campaign 
Officer for the URC) on the subject of fair-trade and making 
poverty history. The latest Christian Aid video was played, 
which was very informative and enabled greater under-
standing of the campaign and why it should be supported.

Several of the FURY members who attended 'What Do You 
Think?’ were also delegates for General Assembly, which 
began on the Saturday afternoon. The entire Saturday was 
planned around members of Assembly wearing white cloth-
ing in support of the MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY campaign.

Assembly began with worship, and Jill Thornton (Chap-
lain to the Moderator) requested that the FURY delegates 
assisted with the distribution of communion. Since most 
of those involved were wearing white clothing, and were 
wrapped in MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY protest tape, it became 

a highly visible statement of FURY’s ongoing support for 
making poverty history.

Throughout General Assembly 2005, a MAKEPOVERTY-
HISTORY centrepiece was created on the stage using fairly 
traded products and banners, a constant reminder for all 
those present as well as a visual aid in worship.

MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY also featured in the discus-
sion sessions during General Assembly. The feelings and 
actions of many within the United Reformed Church were 
highlighted by Resolution 20, which stated that ‘General 
Assembly warmly welcomes the MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY 
campaign’, pledging support even after the end of the G8 
summit, up to the end of this year.

‘What will our generation be remembered for? The inter-
net. Yes. The War Against Terror. Yes. Wouldn’t it be great if 
we were also remembered for being the ones who set about 
making poverty history’ – Bono.

JAMES WICKENS, NORTH WESTERN SYNOD

MakePovertyHistory

In the evenings after the last session had finished the youth 
escaped to a room far away from all the adults for time to be 
together and to relax and worship. This session was known 
as the oasis and it took place on the Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday nights of general assembly. The room was set up in 
such a way that we could all relax and reflect on God. Each 
evening had a different theme. Each night started with us all 
sharing in a picnic and had a different theme to the session.

On the Saturday night the theme was belonging in the 
Christian faith. We looked at how people all over the world 
shared in the Christian faith. We did this by writing prayers 
on post it notes and sticking them on a giant inflatable 
globe. This showed us where people’s prayers were focused 
and it showed that they covered all over the world. 

Sunday night’s theme was growing in the Christian faith. 
We were given a big piece of paper and using paint and our 
hands and feet we made paths across the paper. We were 
then shown a PowerPoint presentation on the story of Foot-
prints to demonstrate how God is always in our lives.

The final night was themed on sharing in the Christian 

faith. The session opened with a game of pass the parcel. 
The winner won a box of sweets which were shared around 
at the end. We also made models of your own Christian jour-
ney. This included prayer cards on the back of maps to show 
our journeys of Christian faith.

Many people found this time very beneficial as it gave us 
chance to be together as the youth and not as a part of gen-
eral assembly. I thank all those involved in the planning and 
running of the oasis. I know their hard work isn’t often rec-
ognised and I would like to take this opportunity to do so.

JENNY PLATT, NORTH WESTERN SYNOD REP

AT GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND 'WHAT DO YOU THINK?'

General Assembly – the oasis

James Wickens 
presents 
Assembly 
Moderator David 
Peel with a 
section of the 
assembly cross
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General Assembly – the motions
General assembly is a time of fellowship, worship and 
discussion. This last part is incredibly important to assem-
bly, although the other two do happen anyone who has 
attended assembly knows that the day tends to revolved 
around the business sessions. Apart from a couple of excep-
tions all resolution cause debate, the exceptions tending to 
be finance related, but some are more controversial than 
others and thus provoke more debate. This year, as always, 
there were a few resolutions that managed this many, 
although not all, relating to the Catch the Vision process.

Resolution  20 which simply reaffirmed the URC's com-
mitment to the MPH campaign caused some debate. After 
an impressive speech from Anne Martin on MPH we were 
presented with this resolution. It seemed to me then and it 
still does a pointless resolution that is a symptom of what 
is wrong in the URC – and I said as much! While I do not 
disagree with the spirit of the resolution I fail to see how 
reaffirming a commitment achieved anything except tak-
ing up General Assembly time which is precious enough 
as it is. That said some very interesting points came out in 
the debate. Again this resolution was carried almost unani-
mously.

As I said above, catch the vision resolutions did provoke 
debate, unsurprisingly for a very controversial process. The 
prospect of the loss of district councils moved many people 
to the microphone. It seemed as though opinion was fairly 
split, many said District Councils generated more boring 
meetings while achieving very little, others had concerns 
over their loss and the loss of their role and the problems 
surrounding churches being distant from the next level of 
council i.e. the so called ‘New Synods’. Much of the debate 
over this occurred in the Buzz Groups, my group was cer-
tainly filled with visionary ideas which would have left the 
structure of the URC bearing little resemblance to its current 
state. Little of this came out in the main debate. However, 
it was a marathon debate and over its length the opinion 
of assembly seemed to move from, if not dislike certainly 
nervousness, of the proposition of losing District Councils to 
a broad Welcome in the final vote. It was eventually decided 
over less than 10 votes between the different sides. Was 
this the spirit working in assembly? I don’t know but I do 
know it was one of the most tiring sessions I have been in 
at GA. Catch the Vision continued to cause controversy in 
the resolutions to alter the numbers and frequency of Gen-
eral Assembly meetings in future. This was something that 
did cause a rise in the blood pressure of many members of 
assembly and it certainly got too many of the participants at 
WDYT before GA. Many were worried that the cuts in num-
bers were coming from the wrong place. One woman stood 
up for FURY members and highlighted the contribution 
made and also the concern that it would be these younger 
URC members who would lose out. We in FURY are not just 
the future of the church; we are also part of the now of the 

church and are just as much part of the future as  some 
older members. However, people need to be kept engaged 
to stay in, if the same people always attend assembly even-
tually it will die out having lost the interest of newcomers. 
Many found themselves asking why we needed to cut both 
numbers and the frequency of GA. The debate came at the 
end of assembly and was squeezed by the time constraints 
I touched upon earlier. In the end the debate was curtailed, 
prematurely I felt. Still some like myself are left wondering: 
are we trying to catch a vision? Or simply cutting costs?

This year, however, I found myself agreeing with Assembly 
Arrangements. General Assembly does cost a lot and it need 
not. In fact I wonder if we need to have it. I make this rather 
controversial statement as a result of the apathy I now feel 
at the end of it all. We passed almost every single resolution 
that came before us and this despite the debates we have. It 
seems that people speak up against a resolution only to sit 
down and vote for it anyway. Maybe people are convince in 
favour but I can’t believe after some of the speeches I heard 
that this is universally the case. I am left with the impression 
that GA is about rubber stamping and that despite what 
we may personally feel we decide that because the general 
secretary, or some else who we may see as being in a posi-
tion of power in the URC, presents a resolution it must be 
good for us no matter what I think. I would like to be proved 
wrong…

ANDREW LITTLEJOHNS, EASTERN SYNOD 

Far Left:
Drama ??
The Oasis ???

Left:
???

OCTOBER 
4-6  Mission Council, 

 Durham
14-16 God is Youth,

 Multicultural   
 Youth Event,   
 Pioneer Centre,  
 Kidderminster

23-30 One World Week

NOVEMBER
1-7  Youth Work   

 Week

DECEMBER
9-11  FURY Council,

 Barnes Close

JANUARY 2006
21  Mission Council, 

 Stoneleigh
27-29 FURY Assembly,

 Pioneer Centre, 
 Kidderminster

Dates for your diary...
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FURY: What’s your favourite real ale?

DP: My Grandfather says there’s no such 
thing as bad beer. Some people claim I 
was weaned on beer, but I wasn’t.

FURY: Was being FURY chair more 
fun than being GA moderator?

DP: I don’t know I’ve only done one. I 
was there when the word FURY was first 
proposed and I chaired the first joint 
conference between the Congregation-
alists and Presbyterians. It was a transi-
tion time, and very exciting. We were 
energised to believe that the URC was 
going to change the face of the church 
in the UK and we really didn’t believe 
that the URC would exist for long.

FURY: Do you think that we should 
get rid of districts? 

DP: I am part of Northern synod, which 
took the decision to suspend districts. In 
a book I wrote I argued that the church 
has one layer too many, because it was 
needed amalgamate the Congregation-
alist Presbyterians. In this book I argued 
that we should get rid of both synod as 
they are too big and districts as they are 

too small, and I still believe this.

FURY: What is your favourite ele-
ment in the periodic table?

DP: The life support element, Oxygen. 

FURY: Why are numbers in so many 
churches declining? 

DP: Worldwide, they are not, they are 
increasing. Several denominations in the 
UK are also increasing. Where Churches 
have a clear vision which they set about 
achieving with humility they are success-
ful. The URC is saddled with out of date 
buildings. We have far too many buildings, 
many in the wrong place and we have 
not been very good at shutting churches 
down when they should have been – the 
temple tradition that we have inherited. In 
opposition to this is the tent church, who 
travel light to where the action is. The vast 
majority of people who came to this Gen-
eral Assembly, I will outlive. 

FURY: Are you intending to attend 
General Assembly for years and 
years?

DP: I find General Assembly intimidating, 

and its never been a happy place for me, 
and I am a writing person rather then a 
speaking in front of large groups of peo-
ple. I think people voted for me to make 
me sit through a whole General Assem-
bly. I much prefer smaller gatherings like 
‘What do you think?’

FURY: Have you ever got stuck 
downloading a sermon on a Satur-
day night?

DP: No. I don’t do the internet, and I have 
already written my own stuff.

FURY: Do you watch Big Brother?

DP: No.

FURY: What’s your favourite colour?

DP: Green.

FURY: What is your view on alterna-
tive worship? 

DP: It’s difficult to be creative when you 
mainly do pulpit fill. I like to think I would 
be open to creative worship. But we are 
bound by local constraints. It is my dream 
to have everything, from raving charis-
matic’s to traditional worship under one 
banner of Church. That is ecumenism. 

At 'What do you Think?' FURY interviewed the new Moderator of 
General Assembly, the Revd Dr David Peel. Here's what he had to say…

The 
Interview

f2

Join us at the annual gathering for young people in the 
URC. FURY Assembly is the decision making body for 
FURY, a place where your voice can be heard!

More Places Available
The event is exclusively for 14-25 year olds and for 

the first time ever Observer places have been opened 
up – meaning districts can apply to send more than 1 
observer*!!!! We wish to fill the Pioneer Centre and give 
more young people the opportunity to experience FURY 
Assembly. 

Exciting Programme
The jam-packed programme will contain business, 

where resolutions to Assembly are debated, worship, 

elections for FURY Council positions (such as Chair-Elect), 
workshops and guest speakers. There will also be a pro-
gramme of entertainment to compliment the business 
side of the Assembly.

Interested?
Find out more about attending OR bringing resolutions 

to the Assembly by getting in touch with your DYS (Dis-
trict Youth Secretary), or email fa2006@fury.org.uk or visit 
www.fury.org.uk

GARETH JONES, FURY CHAIR 2005/6 

*Districts can apply to send several observers, aged between 14 and 25. 
Observers can speak with the Chair’s permission and freely stand for 
election but cannot vote.  Applications for Observer places are not guar-
anteed and will be subject to confirmation by the Youth Office.

FURY Assembly 2006


