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Make Poverty History
I’m writing this in an internet cafe in London half an hour 
after seeing Mr Nelson Mandela speak to a packed Trafalgar 
Square and what can I say?

WOW!!!!!!!!!!!
I am not your normal fair trade nut (no offence), in fact I 

am normally bored and normally I just cant get passionate 
about anything to do with fair trade or poverty etc (I know 
I’m bad!)

Today was amazing. Mandela inspired, Geldof inspired, 
Jamelia… looked good! 

We were challenged to Make Poverty History it all began 
with us sending texts to Mr Blair, then music from South 
Africa, some words from pupils from schools throughout 
Britain, some challenging words introducing Mandela and 
then the big man himself (no not God!) stood up and said 
'Its enough to get me out of retirement, so its got to be 
worth enough to get you to do something about it!' (Well 
not in those words obviously).

So come on you lot, buy those white bands, write to your 
MPs, take part in those events, do WHATEVER YOU CAN.

In Geldof's words 'we are fed up with stupid charity con-
certs – its time for them to end coz there’s no more poverty!'

MATT MORETON

Hello everyone, in this issue of f2 we recall the joy’s and celebration’s of FURY assembly 2005 
and look at some of the motions passed along with some of the newly appointed people 
taking on jobs within FURY for the first time. Hope you all enjoy this issue,

Thank you and God Bless, Josh, Editor

PHOTOS GEOFF CRAWFORD/TEARFUND

www.makepovertyhistory.org
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Hello there everyone, 
My name is Josh Thomas, I’m 16 
years old and I have recently taken 
over as f2 editor. I go to South Hay-
ling URC with my family, this is the 
church where my Grandad used to 

be minister. I have been interested in journalism for a few 
years now and have been writing for a local magazine for 
a little while. I heard about the post of editor being vacant 
at FURY assembly in January and decided that it would 
be an amazing opportunity and that I was being called by 
God to do this job. 

I am a keen musician as well as a writer and I take part in 
as much musical activity as is humanly possible, I am the 
drummer in a band and I have been playing bass with the 
Wessex Synod FURY Band for a little while as well. All of 
these things have been great to do and I feel I have gained 
a lot of confidence in doing them. A few years ago I would 
never have got up and said what I feel about something! I 
am also a corporal in my local Boys Brigade company (1st 
Waterlooville.) This too has given a lot of confidence and 
also some very good leadership skills that I feel I can bring 
into my daily life.

In the next two years as f2 editor I aim to try and make 
the magazine more accessible to the youth of the URC in 

this country. I also aim 
to bring you any news 
and reports on latest 
Youth events or general 
interest subjects that 
have been happening 
and hopefully, I can let 
you know about things 
as quickly as possible. 
My main aim is to work 
alongside the FURY 
communications group 
to provide you all with a 
good quality magazine to read about FURY events all over 
the country. 

I would like to say what a great job Izzy Simmons has 
done editing the magazine before me and I know I have 
some very big shoes to fill now! But hopefully with the 
help of FCG my term as editor will be a good one. 

This next year is going to be an amazing year for me and 
I really hope that you enjoy reading f2 and if you would 
like any articles published please feel free to email me on 
f2@furyonline.org.uk and I will try my best. 

Thank you all and God bless,
Josh Thomas, f2 editor

f2

Dates for your diary...
APRIL

1-3   FURY Council – Nettle Hill, Coventry 

JUNE

10-11 Youth & Children’s Work Committee, Derby

29-1  What Do You Think?, University of Warwick  
 – info available from Youth Office on 020   
7916 8682 

JULY

2-5  General Assembly, University of Warwick 

30- 6 FURY Camp – Blackland Farm, East 
 Grinstead – info available from Youth Office 
 020 7916 8682

What’s that I hear you cry! A competition? Well you 
would be right in understanding that this time in f2 we 
have a very exclusive competition for all of you lucky 
readers! 

Fancy getting your hands on a £20 gift voucher for 
Amazon? You can spend this on anything from; CD’s to 
DVD’S to books and games!

All you have to do is answer this very simple question 
and you could be in with a chance of winning this great 
prize! 

The question is….

Which event will take place between the 
20th-27th October 2005?

A= FURY camp
B= Christian aid week
C= One world week
D= National Chip Week!

 If you know the answer to this ridiculously easy ques-
tion text f2 and the letter corresponding to your answer 
along with your name to…. 07891 032 233 texts will cost 
your normal service rates. 

Closing date will be the 24th April 2005. And remem-
ber one entry per person only other wise it will not be 
counted. Members of FCG will not be able to take place 
in this competition.

Competition Time!
F.I.R.E 2005

22 young people + 12 hours of fun = one great day!!
On 5th February, the SE London FURY reps held another 
FIRE day for young people in their district. We learnt 
about FURY through playing games and watching a 
video we made at FURY assembly ‘05, we also had more 
team games, a mystery challenge and time to chill out 
before taking part in one of six workshops; video, drama, 
music, dance, writing and art.

We ended the day with a service for everyone, put 
together by those in the workshops and the FURY reps.
Despite being very tiring, it was a great day, we all had 
lots of fun!

BY LIZZIE KING AND VICTORIA SWAN
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Around 150 young people attended this year’s action 
packed FURY assembly, held at the Pioneer Centre near Kid-
derminster. I came with another rep for Northamptonshire 
who had attended FURY assembly before and knew what 
happened – however, I didn’t have a clue.

We arrived at the centre on Friday at about 8.30pm after 
having been brought on a coach (organised by FURY) from 
Birmingham New Street station. Dinner was being served 
and forms were being handed in. Already the busyness of 
the assembly was in the air!

We were welcomed to the Assembly by Amanda Hobbs, 
the FURY chair, and Gareth Jones, the FURY chair elect, 
and we proceeded to go through a mock-motion. Sadly it 
was only mock, and the proposal to give a chocolate bar 
to every young person who attended church on a Sunday 
morning was not actually passed. Though I’m sure it would 
have been strongly supported it if it was!

Friday evening continued with an eventful team quiz 
hosted by FURY council. I was part of the winning team 
(need I say more!) and despite us all being unknown to 
each other before the quiz, we got on very well! The quiz 
was great fun, especially when the team containing the 
FURY chair-elect got caught cheating on the bible verse 
question by gaining help from a palm-top with Bible soft-
ware loaded on it! FURY council publicly shamed them and 
as a result Gareth Jones was made to sing a short rendition 
of Bohemian Rhapsody – the most entertaining part of the 
evening, I’m sure many will agree!

Saturday morning began bright and early for some peo-
ple who attended early morning prayers, but for the people 
who could not get up that painfully early, the day began 
with worship and business. The main issue to be discussed 
that morning was a controversial piece of A5 white paper, 
produced by Gareth Jones and FURY council. Entitled 
‘Catching a FURY Vision’ it was composed of new ideas on 
how FURY should be changed to move our organisation on 
into the future. It suggested things like leaving the name 
‘FURY’ behind and introducing two forums during the year 
in addition to a URC YP conference (similar to FURY assem-
bly) at which any Young Person could discuss issues being 
raised at Mission Council and General Assembly. There 
would be a leading panel (similar to FURY council), which 
would be a split of under 26’s and over 26’s. 

The ideas on this white piece of paper were widely dis-
cussed both out on the floor at Assembly and in our smaller 
discussion groups, and the issue of whether or not FURY’s 
name should be scrapped was quite strongly opposed by 
Assembly. As a whole this white piece of paper seemed 
quite sudden and unexpected, but it is an important topic 
which we must not shy away from, as if we do FURY, as an 
organisation, may just get left behind altogether.

Workshops took place after morning coffee and after 
lunch on Saturday. It was hard to decide which to go to as 
they all seemed interesting! I went to a group on self-image, 
led by Cathi Thacker. It was a stimulating and thought-
provoking session in which we looked at the way we see 
ourselves and other people today, and the way God looks 
at people, as indeed we should too. After lunch I went to 
an excellent workshop on worship, led by Mark Wade and 
the worship band. In this he covered a variety of techniques 
that could aid the worship in your church, and also we were 
able to discuss as a group the problems we encounter in 
our churches when it comes to pleasing everyone with the 
style of worship used, and how we might be able to get 
around them. 

Moving into later afternoon and evening, we were very 
lucky to have three extremely interesting speakers; the 
Revd Graham Cook, speaking on ‘Catching the Vision’, 
Sheila Maxey (URC Moderator 2004-5) of her recent experi-
ences as Moderator, and Anne Martin on the MakePover-
tyHistory campaign. The talks were followed by a series of 
elections for FURY council posts and the post of FURY Chair 
elect. 

Saturday night entertainment followed a powerful worship 
session, and this included top-quality karaoke and dancing 
from the bravest of FURY members! An optional late night 
communion brought the day to a close beautifully.

Sunday came around quickly and was the general wrap 
up of the assembly. Business was completed, FURY chair 
passed over, and the new FURY chair-elect post handed 
over to Steve Pryor and Isobel Simmons, jointly, ready to 
start the new FURY year. This assembly has given me a valu-
able insight into how FURY actually works and the amazing 
the loyalty of all the people who make FURY what it is.

SARAH BEDFORD, FCG 

FURY Assembly 2005 –
a first time reaction
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FURY Assembly 2005 –
the info

Where can you find, serious debate, fun workshops, inform-
ative talks and fulfilling worship all in one weekend? At the 
end of January this year young (and a few older) people 
found the answer at FURY Assembly, held at the Pioneer 
Centre in Kidderminster. Although the main focus of the 
weekend was to elect the new FURY Council positions and 
to debate issues affecting the young people of the URC, we 
also had a great time both at the entertainment evening and 
workshops as well as varied worship and some interesting 
talks – but more about that a little later.

While at FURY Assembly we held the annual elections. We 
have a new FURY Chair, Gareth Jones, and a joint FURY Chair 
Elect, Steve Pryor and Isobel Simmons, who will guide Coun-
cil through the coming year.

During the weekend, we exercised new forms of debate 
and debated several issues. These included the following 
motions, which were all passed:

¸ Bullying: This was a motion to research into faith- 
 based bullying in local communities and encourage  
 youth and children’s workers to teach assertiveness.

¸ Israel: The proposer of this motion asked FURY council  
 to write a letter to Mr Blair urging him to further nego 
 tiations between Israel and Palestine using the govern 
 ment authority as president of the G8 and EU.

¸ Church: This motion was to encourage churches to  
 see the Children’s Charter as a charter for all ages, and  
 to encourage young people to organise FURY events  
 for the whole church, not just for youth.

¸ Entitled FURY, this motion asked for FURY Council and  
 Youth and Children’s Work Committee to work with  
 relevant committees to develop help for people that  
 think God might be calling them to ministry or to help  
 youth work out God’s call for them. It also asks for each  
 synod to run events to help people realise their call  
 and to have support structures up to show them how  
 to go forward.

¸ Trade Justice: This motion asked FURY members to  
 take action in the MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY 
 campaign by wearing the white bands and talking to  
 our churches and wider community about the issues.  

 (More information about the campaign can be found  
 on the website 
 www.MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY.org)

At FURY Assembly 2004 it was decided that new methods 
of debate should be tried, as normal standing orders can 
sometimes be very confusing, so standing orders were sim-
plified and consensus and note taker approaches were tried 
at Assembly this year. Each voter was given two cards, one 
orange and one blue, which represented for and against 
the motion. In the consensus approach, it was easier put 
forward amendments and by looking at the cards people 
were holding during the debate, the chair could easily see 
what the general consensus was and could decide whether 
motions were passed. This made debate a lot quicker as 
people were less worried about standing up and stating 
their views and less time was spent debating amendments 
and amendments of amendments. The note taker approach 
made use of debate groups, each with a facilitator and a 
note taker. The groups had about 10 people in and it gave 
an opportunity for quieter people to give their views, which 
would be noted down by the note taker. The note takers 
then met up and exchanged notes and a summary was 
produced. This made the discussions more interesting and a 
larger number of people came forward with their opinions.

One of the main debates of Fury Assembly was known as 
“the white paper”. Proposed by Gareth Jones, the new FURY 
Chair, the white paper is an action plan for changing FURY. 
The paper was discussed using the note taker approach and 
from this a task group has been put together to come up 
with some proposals on how to implement change. If you 
wish to learn more about this debate or you want to put for-
ward your opinions, why not join the FURY online Forum at 
www.furyonline.org.uk. 

When we weren’t debating we were having fun, doing 
the quiz, taking part in the “evening entertainment” includ-
ing Scottish dancing, a disco and karaoke! There were also 
great workshops including Theatre Week (involved making 
very funny short films), Trade Justice (more information on 
how to get involved), Racial Justice, Worship and Self-image. 
A great time was had by all and thanks goes to all those 
involved in its organisation!

LINDA KEMP, FURY COUNCIL
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FURY Assembly 2005 –
the elections

Every year at FURY Assembly a number of posts are up for election. 
Here’s a run down of who was elected this year….

Chair Elect (One post, one year as Chair Elect, then one as 
FURY Chair)

This position is being done as a job share, by Steve Pryor 
and Isobel Simmons (Photo bottom right). Steve is currently 
in his 2nd year studying Business at Durham University. He 
has served on FURY Council for the last 3 years, as well as 
several sub-groups. Isobel is in her 1st year at Oxford, study-
ing Classics. She has served on FURY Council for the last 2 
years and FCG for 3 years, 2 of which included editing f2.

They decided to stand together to ensure that the time 
commitments of the role could be fully met and that by 
combining talents they can maximise their effectiveness. 
Their experiences on Council will be invaluable in enabling 
them to exploit the current strengths of FURY when devel-
oping a new way forward.

FURY Council (Three posts, all two years)
The first of these posts has been filled by Peter Sheehan, 

a Media student, originally from Orpington who now splits 
his time with Leicester. He has been involved in FURY in 
Southern Synod for several years, and also has considerable 
ecumenical experience. He is enthusiastic and approach-
able, and believes he can make a valuable contribution to 
FURY Council.

Matt Percival is also from Orpington, and is currently 
studying in AS levels. He is involved in his local Boys Brigade, 
and a FURY rep on Medway District Council. He was keen 
to stand for FURY Council as he wants to become more 
involved in national FURY, and believes he is both a doer and 
a thinker.

Mark Steel was elected into the final post. He comes from 
Sutton Coldfield, and is a dedicated member of his local 
FURY Group, where he serves as treasurer. He is incredibly 
organised, with good attention to detail and a willingness 
to learn, which he believes are the skills needed to excel as a 
member on FURY Council.

British Youth Council (Leader elect (One year as Leader 
Elect, then one as Delegation Leader), one one year Delega-
tion Post and one two Year Delegation Post)

Jono Price was elected as British Youth Council (BYC) 

Leader-elect. He is from Swansea, and is currently in his final 
year of a computer degree. He has served on FURY Council, 
including time as treasurer and on the National Youth and 
Children’s Work Committee. He has also served as an elder 
at his local URC and as President of West Wales District 
Council. This experience, together with his outgoing nature 
makes him an ideal candidate for this position. 

The one-year delegation post was taken by David Jewitt, 
a representative from the Methodist Association of Youth 
Council. He is from Huddersfield, and is currently studying 
for his AS levels. He has ecumenical experience, between 
the Methodists and other denominations, and has felt God’s 
calling to serve on the BYC since November.

Lastly, the two-year post was filled by Margaret Stuart, a 
BA Multimedia and Interactive Media student. Margaret has 
been an assistant Brownie and Guide Guider and has also 
served on her University Student Council. This means she 
has experience working in a structure youth organisation. 
She has excellent communication skills and is organised 
with her time, which should help her fulfil her role in this 
post.

FURY Communications Group (One one year post, and 
two two year posts)

This year representatives on FCG were appointed by nomi-
nation, rather than election as before.

The one-year post was filled by Gerry Goodfellow, who is 
from Newcastle and is currently studying for his A Levels. He 
is keen to be involved in the maintenance and development 
of the new FURY site, and his web design experience should 
be useful in this.

The first of the two-year post has been filled, by Toria 
Swan, from Southern Synod. She has run several district 
events, to encourage the promotion of FURY while having 
lots of fun. She believes it is important to let others know 
about FURY and how they can get involved.

The other post was filled by Sarah Bedford, from East Mid-
lands Synod. She is looking forward to her two years on FCG, 
and hopes she can maintain and improve FURY’s current 
communications.

I’m sure everyone in FURY wishes you all the best for your 
terms serving FURY!

SARA PATON 
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FURY Assembly 2005 –
behind the scenes

When most of us go to FURY assembly we see the debates, 
workshops, worship, fun and dancing but what’s going on 
behind the scenes?

Throughout assembly, unbeknown to many of it’s mem-
bers, there is a small crowd of dedicated people organising, 
sorting and generally being around. Whether this be the 
standing orders committee, the office staff, the YCWTDOs or 
other committee people.

Keeping the business of assembly going were the Stand-
ing orders committee who were a very visible presence 
at the front. They make sure that debates are carried out 
properly. They also decided in conjunction with the chair 
when it was a suitable time to move to a different debate 
method. More significantly, however, they have spent a lot 
of time since last FURY Assembly researching and devising 
these new debate methods! I think many at FURY Assembly 
realised the big difference this made this year. For example 
imagine having made all those amendments to the Israel 
motion using the normal method!

You might well have seen a certain John Brown sneaking 
around over the weekend. He and Heather made a great 
contribution to the putting on of FURY Assembly (as usual) 
both in the run up to and during the weekend. Heather 
spent most of her time organising in the office with Sara and 
I believe John was ‘around’. As you can imagine there is a 
lot of organising to do with 150 odd people attending, all of 
whom had to hand in several forms which need sorting. Also 
in the office were Peter, Chris and Helen, these people were 
doing all sorts of things, including typing up of pen portraits 
for elections and typing or creating on the computer any-
thing else that needed to be made very quickly. Due to our 
small office this year there were some office activities taking 
place outside the office. For example almost everyone came 
across the treasurer (Stephen) and his assistant (Me, who 
(scarily) will be treasurer for the next year) who were respon-
sible for running the fares pool. Thus ensuring that everyone 

and ultimately every district paid the same amount to travel 
to FURY Assembly. Of course council members got up to 
other things as well. Such as chairing debates, running the 
entertainment (or cheating, naming no names – Gareth), 
chairing discussion groups and just being around to help.

Our chair and chair elect did a huge amount before and 
during assembly. We all saw them chairing debates but they 
also did a lot more as well. They were always there for FURY 
council members when we needed help and they were 
also there for FURY assembly members. I have to say that 
Amanda did a very good job of run around on Saturday dur-
ing the sessions when office staff were busy and needed 
help. The YCWTDOs had a huge part to play as well. They 
acted as note takers in the note taker style of debate and 
as tellers for elections. Some led workshops and helped 
to keep Fury Assembly running by simply being there to 
help. Steve Collins in particular played a huge role by taking 
charge of the projector display. This made him responsible 
for everything we saw during sessions, be that motions or 
worship songs. He did a lot of work during the weekend in 
typing up and amending motions for those bringing them 
(I know because he changed my motion!). We also had 
another technical department throughout the weekend 
who were in charge of the sound system. Thanks to them 
we could all hear what everyone had to say on debates, their 
role as well as running the sound also involved bringing 2 ½ 
tons of equipment from London at 60mph!

Our Chaplain this year Justin did a lot behind the scenes as 
well as leading worship for us. He had to prepare all the wor-
ship and arrange for it all to happen, something which many 
would say he did very well. He has also supported council 
for the last year as well as during assembly. I think he was 
also to be seen displaying a hidden talent as a sound engi-
neer at several points.

I think that just about sums up what goes on behind the 
scenes at FURY assembly and who does what.

ANDREW LITTLEJOHNS
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This year at FURY Assembly FURY Communications Group (FCG) were pleased to announce the launch of a new style website 
for FURY titled ‘FURY Interactive’ and consisting of three sections, an ‘About Us’ section with information about FURY and 
its committees, a ‘Links’ section with links to other youth sites within and outside of the URC and other sites of interest and 
finally an interactive forum section allowing registered users to post threads and comment on others threads throughout a 
variety of sections covering important issues to jokes, chat and f2 information. After the launch of the new site, it has under-
gone great changes and is still in progress as the admin team (Peter Bulley and Gerry Goodfellow) along with FCG strive 
toward a more suited site for the FURY of today. 

PETER BULLEY. (FCG)

The new site can be found at www.fury.org.uk
Please send any ideas or questions regarding the site to interactive@furyonline.org.uk

FURY Assembly 2005 –
the website

memories of assembly…

Above L-R:
Knights of the Round Table; 

the First Daylight in three days!; 
Time to chill

Right: The disco;

Far right:
A deep and meaningful 

conversation
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f2: What do you want to see hap-
pen within FURY during your time as 
FURY chair?

Gareth: I’d like to see more young peo-
ple involved and growing in their faith. 
I want local churches to connect more 
with one another, which would also help 
see youth lead the way in the Catch the 
Vision process.

f2: Do you think you can bring 
anything to FURY, and if so what, 
from your experiences working with 
Pilots?

GJ: Proper, working structures that make 
the best use of peoples valuable time 
and that lead to results. This means we 
don’t get bogged down in meetings and 
have more time to be and do what we 
should do – share and enjoy our faith.

f2: What kind of actual chair (like a 
sofa or armchair etc) would you like 
to be and why?!

GJ: One of those funky 2 piece things 
you get from IKEA (it has a funny shape 
and you can put your feet up on it!) – my 
friend has one in her living room and it 
has my name on it!

f2: Can FURY really make a differ-
ence in the Make Poverty History 
campaign and, if so, how? 

GJ: The debate at FURY assembly 
showed me one thing, FURY mean busi-
ness when it comes to Make Poverty 
History. More people being aware and 
spreading the news is the important 
thing. FURY has a lot of connections and 
contacts, and can be an influence in at 
least raising awareness, even if we’re not 
going to solve the problems of the world 
ourselves. I’ve no doubt that at every 
level FURY’s voice will be heard loud and 
clear on Make Poverty History.

f2: What can FURY learn from 
PILOTS? 

And what can PILOTS learn from 
FURY?

GJ: That both organisations compliment 
each other! I’ve spent too long seeing a 
clear division between both organisa-
tions. 

f2: What’s your favourite word?

GJ: Quatsch! Anyone that speaks Ger-
man may know what this means!

f2: How do you see God working in 
your life?

GJ: The fact that I am now FURY Chair – 
to say God told me to stand for election 
is an understatement – he smacked me 
around the head, the Holy Spirit is such a 
powerful force! Life is busy at the minute 
and sometimes the going gets tough 
– God brings order to my chaos and he 
reminds me of my humanity through 
Jesus. As a Pilot I promise to learn, pray 
and serve, all I can – and I know that as 
long as I give everything my best shot, 
win or loose, that God will sort every-
thing else out. 

f2: There is much said about FURY 
changing – what are the currents 
strengths of FURY that we can build 
on and how can these be developed?

GJ: FURY has one undeniable success 
right across the board – it’s assembly. 
I believe that it makes us who we are 
as an organisation. I believe that’s the 
direction we should now be heading in 
– concentrating on utilising this to it’s full 
potential – becoming the loudest most 
vibrant voice in the URC.

The other thing to mention is the 
people. The vibes that emanate from a 
FURY gathering! It’s enough to blow you 
away! 

f2: How would you, as chair of FURY 
compare yourself to PM Tony Blair?

GJ: That’s easy – seeing as I’m now 
supreme dictator of all I survey in the 

land of FURY, I’ll start by waging war on 
Methodist Youth as I think they’re har-
bouring Bibles of Mass Destruction!!!

f2: If you could be any Biblical char-
acter, who would you be and why? 

GJ: Adam most definitely, lounging 
around in paradise sounds right up my 
street.

f2: What do you think is the best 
thing about FURY?

GJ: The people. Getting to know them, 
and seeing God work thru various peo-
ple in such a diverse manner of ways. 
Also witness people growing in faith and 
confidence, etc. and developing/matur-
ing as people. 

f2: How will being FURY Chair affect 
your role as one of the Regional 
Pilots Officers for North Western 
Synod?

GJ: Ask me in a years time! I’ve seven 
years practice of time management and 
I think I’ve just about got the hang of it. 
I’m not on my own either as I have a lot 
of support. The other RPO Anne Hatch 
will kick me into shape when things go 
mental!

f2: Do you (shock horror) have any 
non-FURY pens?

GJ: Yes –several! 

f2: Coming from up north… do you 
have a whippet or race pigeons?

GJ: No - but I have my dinner at 12pm 
and my tea at 6pm.

f2- what’s the funniest joke you 
know?

GJ: This always gives people the wrong 
impression of me but it’s always funny 
seeing the shock in people’s faces!

Why do women get married in 
white? 

So they match the cooker and the 
washer!!!!!

This time in F2 we interrogate Gareth Jones, this year's FURY chair

The 
Interview

f2


