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Vote for Justice
Ten thousand people came to Brighton’s Labour Party 
Conference a few weeks ago to protest peacefully 
against trade rules as part of the next stage in the Trade 
Justice Movement. The theme of the day was to vote 
for trade justice (which you can do by texting ‘justice’ 
to 84118 (texts cost your standard rate)) and at Brighton 
alone, over 60,000 votes were cast. At the start of the 
rally, there were speeches from people from all around 
the world, including Blackadder’s Tony Robinson and 
actor Kwame Kwei-Armah. The highlight of the day was 
the trade justice carnival, a mile long march to the con-
ference centre, with people singing, dancing, shouting 
and making noise. When outside the centre we had 2 
minutes silence for justice then 2 minutes noise for jus-
tice! We then marched back to the sound of drums and 
music, to the other activities including Punch and Judy, 
choirs and samba! The URC were out in force; armed 
with banners and instruments to make as much noise as 
possible, which made for a fun day that hopefully had 
an impact on the government to show the importance 
of trade justice.

Check out the new Pilots Website…
Pilots, the non-uniformed Christian organisation for all young peo-
ple, has a new website with exciting information about what Pilots is, 
the Pilots story, Pilots events and reports about events and of course 
an exciting Pilots zone including the Pilots forum. The site will have 
information for Pilots, leaders and those interested in finding out 
more about Pilots. The Pilots forum gives you the chance to post your 
thoughts about Pilots and ask questions, as well as enter the competi-
tions and quizzes! 
We look forward to seeing you at http://www.pilots.org.uk and hearing 
from you at http://forum.pilots.org.uk!

PETER BULLEY, PILOTS WEBMASTER
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Hello everyone, 
I’m sitting here trying to write my 
last ever hello for f2, and I don’t 
know what to write! I don’t really 
know how I feel about leaving f2, 
I’m looking forward to not having 

that deadline day stress, but at the same time it feels like 
my baby, something I’ve nurtured and looked after and 
worried about for two years is leaving home! Despite all 
my efforts I have not been able to find a new editor to 
take over, so FURY Communications Group, who currently 
oversee the production of f2 will take on a more ‘hands 
on’ role after FURY Assembly and be responsible for actu-
ally putting it together. They will work together with FURY 
Council to try and find a new editor. 

f2 is possibly the most challenging thing I have ever 
been involved with. It relies on everyone pulling their 
weight, and doing what they’ve told me they will, by the 
time they’ve said they will and it being the length they’ve 
said it will be! Of course if this actually happened I would 
not have gained quite so many grey hairs as I have during 
my time (but the beauty of being blonde is that no one 
can see them)! But to all the contributors who have done 
that I would like to say thank you! Don’t worry, this isn’t 
going to be an Oscar-esque list of thank yous, nor am I 

going to cry, but without some people I am sure I would 
have never have been able to do this for two years. The 
first of these has to be Leo Roberts, YCWTDO, advisor to 
FCG and great friend who has been there for me through 
various pickles with unstintingly sound advice, support 
and most memorably good (if sometimes awful) humour! 
Chris Fosten and everyone on FCG, especially Sara Paton 
and Peter Bulley have been helpful and supportive. Zoë 
and David at Reform have been full of fantastic help and 
advice, and without Reform we’d have no f2, so they 
deserve even bigger thanks!

And God – I’m not entirely sure why you called me to 
this, nor have I had enough space to reflect on what I’ve 
learnt yet, but it’s been a wonderful experience to serve 
you in a completely different way.

And the last people are YOU the f2 readers. I hope you 
have enjoyed the last two years and I hope this is what 
you’ve wanted to have in a FURY magazine! And if it’s not? 
You should have written in to tell me!! Keep reading and 
keep getting involved!

As for me? I have no idea how I am going to fill this new 
spare time, but I expect it will involve some serious relax-
ing….

God bless
Love, Izzy, f2 editor
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On Wednesday 27th October we held 
a FURY Inspired Radical Event (FIRE) for 
FURY aged people (11-25) in South East 
London district to get together and get 
to know each other. Our main theme 
for the day was light with an underly-
ing theme of friendship, using The 
Street Bible's interpretation of Matthew 
5:13-16 as our basis. The day started 
with some team games and a brief 
explanation of what FURY is and how 
it was relevant to those attending the 
event. We then had a chill out session 
giving us all a chance to get to know 
each other, play games, make a candle 
and put our handprint on our banner.

Then came the mystery challenge! 
We split the young people into four 
teams and gave each team £10. We 
sent them down to Orpington High 

Street with a challenge to buy some-
thing beginning with every letter of 
the alphabet, if possible on the theme 
of light, and without spending more 
than £10. We had some very interesting 
and varied outcomes, including King 
Kong, Maltesers (they’re light…) and a 
rose (my favourite!), to mention just a 
few. 

Next we had workshops, in prepa-
ration for the evening service. Each 
person had the choice of art, music, 
drama or writing. The music work-
shop learnt and rehearsed the songs 
for the evening; the drama workshop 
produced some great sketches on the 
theme of light with the task of using 
some unusual props, such as a police-
man helmet, a silver jacket and a jester 
hat. The artists amongst us produced 

some posters showing different kinds 
of light and the writing workshop pro-
duced some slogans and prayers.

We had invited anyone along to 
the evening service and we had both 
young and older people attending and 
enjoying. In the service we watched a 
video made throughout the day by our 
‘expert’ cameraman to show everyone 
what we had done, and then each 
workshop was given a chance to show, 
explain or perform what they had pro-
duced during the day.

The day was great fun and enjoyed 
by both the young people and help-
ers. Due to the success of this event we 
plan to hold other FIRE days to encour-
age the young people in our district 
within the United Reformed Church. 

VICTORIA SWAN AND LOUISA WEEKS

F.I.R.E.
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V&N Reloaded
On the 23rd to 25th of August, about 50 Voyagers, 
Navigators and Junior or Auxiliary Officers made their 
way to Nettle Hill Conference Centre just outside Coventry 
for V & N Reloaded. The first day began in the afternoon 
with games to help us get to know each other. We had 
some activities and after dinner we went bowling. The 
bowling was great fun and loads of friendships began to be 
formed as early as this. When we arrived back we had our 
evening worship and then had the opportunity to go to bed 
or to just chat quietly with our friends. The next day was 
jammed full of fun activities and sessions where we looked 
at the current position that Voyagers and Navigators where 
in, and what we wanted in the future. One particularly 
good event was the spaghetti bridge composition, from 
which we managed to obtain some morale values, much 
to the leader’s surprise. Unfortunately Wednesday was our 
last day, we had one last session in the morning but then 
after lunch we all headed our separate ways. We all left 
with heavy hearts for there was not one person there that 
had not had a great time. Great friendships were made and 
many are still kept. I’m sure I speak on behalf of everyone 
who attended when I offer a great big Thank you to all the 
leaders that were there, Thank you.

JIM BULLEY

Rags to Riches – Wessex FURY Camp 2004

The Wessex FURY camp was once again at Avon Tyrell in 
the New Forest, a campsite with a large lake and activity 
facilities. The Camp was full or workshops and bible 
studies with creative and interesting worship and also 
activities ranging from raft building to climbing. There 
were sports and games on the field and arts and crafts and 
everyone enjoyed the good food made onsite and eaten 
the marquee! The theme was ‘Rags to Riches’ and this 
was present in the games, arts and crafts as well as in the 
worship! As everyone enjoyed the weekend and all of the 
activities, it is safe to say the camp was a great success and 
more information is available on the URC Wessex synod 
website and details will be posted there of the next Wessex 
FURY Camp which promises to be as exciting, fun and 
successful as the last one!

FURY Council Update
Since FURY Assembly, FURY Council have met twice, in April 
in Coventry and jointly in September with the Youth and 
Children’s Work Committee in High Wycombe. This is just a 
taster of some of the work that’s been carried out….

Following the motions at FURY Assembly 2004:
• The group looking at FURY Promotion have been 

putting together a pack which will hopefully be 
launched at FURY Assembly 2005

• The Standing Orders Committee have found sev-
eral alternate methods of debate, all of which will 
be used at this year’s FURY Assembly

• The group looking at Contemporary Worship has 
written to Reform, started a discussion on the 
FURY website and are looking at running residen-
tial events on Contemporary Worship

• The group looking at FURY Paper use have asked 
all FURY and Youth and Children’s Work related 
committees to use less paper and a questionnaire 
is being constructed to assess their paper use

• The group looking at FURY District representation 
have produced a leaflet encouraging Districts to 
appoint two FURY Representatives

• A FURY Assembly Planning Weekend has been 
organised

They have also:
• Discussed FURY Membership with the Youth 

and Children’s Work Committee and asked John 
Brown (Secretary for Youth Work) to come up 
with proposals for implementing a membership 
scheme

• Started planning FURY Assembly 2005 – looks 
like its going to be a great weekend!

• Appointed Peter Bulley as the new FCG Convenor 
from FURY Assembly 2005 until 2007. 

• Looked at FURY’s involvement with the Brit-
ish Youth Council (BYC), and decided to stay 
involved. The BYC have a range of places on their 
delegation up for election at FURY Assembly 
– could this be something you want to stand for?

• A programme of events for young people at the 
Windermere is being organised

• At FURY Assembly, several members of FURY 
Council will be leaving us, and three places will 
be up for election – could this be for you? Further 
details can be found about standing for election 
by contacting the Election Manager at electionma
nager@furyonline.org.uk

Further details of FURY Councils work can be found on the 
FURY website at www.furyonline.org.uk

SARA PATON, FURY COUNCIL SECRETARY
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f2: Where are you from and what do 
you do now?

Isobel Simmons: I am originally from 
Birmingham, but I have just moved to 
Oxford to read Classics at Jesus College

f2: Do you need any special software 
to edit f2?

IS: No – I just use a standard word 
processing package! Zoë who is the 
Editorial Assistant at Reform lays it all 
out for me, I’m just responsible for what 
goes in it!

f2: Why do you think f2 is important?

IS: I think f2 is important as a way of 
sharing information throughout the 
young people in the URC whether or not 
they would consider themselves FURY, 
and being in Reform means that the not 
quite so young people who read it too 
can also find out what going on!

f2: What do you find most challenging 
in the role?

IS: I think the most challenging aspect 
is chasing up people who have prom-
ised me articles which never appear! 
It’s time consuming and annoying and 
makes me seem like a nag.

f2: In your two years as editor, who 
was your favourite interviewee?

IS: I think it’s always interesting inter-
viewing the new FURY chairs, to see 
how they want to approach their year 
as chair.

f2: Why did you become editor of f2?

IS: That’s a good question! I was on 
FURY Communications Group when the 
previous editor retired, and I thought it 
would be a fun challenge – I was right!

f2: Were you involved in your church 
newsletter before f2?

IS: No I wasn’t, I had no experience of 
anything like this!

f2: Is Oxford on a rainy day better than 
Birmingham on a sunny day?

IS: That’s tough…. But Oxford is fre-
quently rainy and Birmingham is rarely 
sunny so I’d go with Birmingham!

f2: What is a Yum Yum?

IS: It’s a sort of long non circular donut 
and sometimes FCG have them for pud-
ding at their meetings.

f2: If the URC stopped boycotting Nes-
tle – what would you buy first?

IS: Well that is tough, but I would prob-
ably go for a Lion bar.

f2: What’s the difference between 
Euripides and Eumenides? (Discuss)

IS: Aha! This relates to my one and only 
classics related joke! Apparently it’s not 
very funny, but I’ll tell it you anyway… 
A man walks into a tailor’s holding a 
ruined pair of trousers, points at the 
tailor and asks ‘Eumenides?’. The tailor 
replies, ‘Yes Euripides!’

f2: Do you find Monty Python funny?

IS: No. I really don’t. Sorry everyone!

f2: What’s your favourite cliché?

IS: I never use clichés. I don’t exagger-
ate either.

f2: Will the experience of editing f2 
help you in the future?

IS: I hope so. I think it’s taught me that 
I can’t do it by myself and as with most 
things teamwork’s essential to getting 
it done. Will I go on to edit another suc-
cessful magazine? I don’t think so, I 
want to be a teacher!

f2: What’s it like being in Oxford with 
all these clever people but being 
blonde?

IS: It’s great! You can try and dispel the 
myth that all blonde people are stupid… 
Alternatively it means you can sur-

prise people with knowledge that they 
assume you can’t possibly have…

f2: What did you get for Christmas?

IS: I got a New Year’s weekend away at 
a country hotel in Snowdonia. Very nice 
too!

f2: What is your new year’s resolution?

IS: Not to make any more resolutions…

f2: Does faith come into your student 
life?

IS: Well trying to avoid the college CU 
takes up some time… Because I am in 
Oxford for just 8 weeks at a time, it’s not 
really easy to get into a routine, but there 
is a very friendly URC down the road.

f2: If f2 was a daily newspaper, which 
would it be?

IS: I hope it’d be The Independent, rel-
evant, intelligent and accessible!

f2: What’s your favourite film?

IS: Cidade de Deus (City of God) is just 
amazing. I love Spanish and Latin Amer-
ican cinema, it’s so vibrant and there 
have been some really beautiful films 
made recently. But my second favourite 
is Grease and my most enduring love 
affair is with Danny Zuko!

f2: Who would be your ideal dinner 
party guests?

IS: I think I would have Socrates, 
although he wouldn’t eat much, Alex-
ander the Great, because I can’t decide 
whether he was a wonderful leader or 
as my classics teacher used to say, a 
complete thug, Che Guevara, because 
I’d love to know what actually drove 
him, Gael García Bernal and Diego 
Luna because they are two of the most 
exciting Latin American actors who are 
bringing a new twist to mainstream cin-
ema at the moment, not to mention very 
very cute!

This month F2 talks to the retiring editor, Isobel Simmons

The 
INTERVIEW
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